
The Role of the State Legislatures in Preserving Liberty 

In The Federalist No. 26, Alexander Hamilton wrote: 

The State legislatures, who will always be not only vigilant but suspicious and 
jealous guardians of the rights of the citizens against encroachments from the 
federal government, will constantly have their attention awake to the conduct of 
the national rulers, and will be ready enough, if any thing improper appears, to 
sound the alarm to the people, and not only to be the VOICE, but, if necessary, the 
ARM of their discontent. 

In The Federalist No. 28, Hamilton also wrote: 

It may safely be received as an axiom in our political system, that the State 
governments will, in all possible contingencies, afford complete security against 
invasions of the public liberty by the national authority. Projects of usurpation 
cannot be masked under pretenses so likely to escape the penetration of select 
bodies of men, as of the people at large. The legislatures will have better means of 
information. They can discover the danger at a distance; and possessing all the 
organs of civil power, and the confidence of the people, they can at once adopt a 
regular plan of opposition, in which they can combine all the resources of the 
community. They can readily communicate with each other in the different States, 
and unite their common forces for the protection oftheir common liberty. 


