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Overview of the 
Education System     

in Singapore
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Mission

Mould the future of our nation by 
moulding the people who will 
determine the future of our nation
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Vision

Thinking Schools, Learning Nation
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Philosophy

• All-round development 
• 10 years of general education
• Catering to differences in ability
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Features

• Literacy 
• Numeracy
• Bilingualism
• Moral education 
• Physical 

education
• IT supported
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Education System
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GYPS VMV

MISSION
Maximising the Potential 

of Each & Every Child

VISION
Self-directed Learners 
& Responsible Citizens

CORE VALUES
Loyalty               

Diligence           
Courage           
Honesty
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HABITS OF MIND

Persisting

Questioning & Posing 
Problems

Creating, Imagining & 
Innovating

Taking Responsible Risks

Persisting

Questioning & Posing 
Problems

Creating, Imagining & 
Innovating

Taking Responsible Risks
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STRATEGIC THRUSTS

Holistic Development of Pupils

Capacity Building of Staff

Collaborative Partnership

Holistic Development of Pupils

Capacity Building of Staff

Collaborative Partnership
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Overview of Primary 
Mathematics Education 

in Singapore
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Outline
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Aims of Maths Education
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Aims of Maths Education
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Maths Curriculum Framework

)�����	��#�*�������	��#�
����!���	#������
��	��#�

���!�!���
��	#��������	��

)�����	���	��	�������#�
����!���	�������������#�
����������
����
�����#�
 ���������
�
#�
���
�������#�+
�����
���������	�������
#�
�
��������

Mathematical
Problem
Solving

Concepts

� � ���


� �
� 	

� 


 �




� � � � , 	 � � � �� �� �
� � � ��

� 
 � 


2003 Revised
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�
	����	����
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'��������
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Primary Maths
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Curriculum Time

7.5 h (6.0)
Primary 5 and 6

(Foundation Maths)

5.0 h (5.0)Primary 5 and 6

5.5 h (5.5) Primary 4

5.5 h (5.5)Primary 3

4.5 h (4.5)Primary 2

3.5 h (3.5) Primary 1

Primary – Hours per week

* (   ) ~ MOE’s recommendation
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Content 

Topics
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Organisation of Curriculum 
Content
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Example: Fractions
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�� Concrete

Pictorial

Abstract

Teaching Approach
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Example: Fraction of a Set
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Concrete level

Pictorial level
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Concrete level : Use objects 

Pictorial level :

��

� � �Model 

�.����0�*
�
�
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Concrete level : Use objects

Pictorial level :
��

Abstract level :

�.����0�*
�
�

1 ���0�*
�
�
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Example (Primary 6)

�i 3:�=� 8�>�3:
28
5

38
5

�i 8�=�3:�>3:
28
5

=�6:

5
3

8 =�6:�8

8 =�0:

?���������
��
4

�����
���������
�9 8 ������
�(�'������
�����
�9���������( 28
5
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Generating Interest Through 
the Co-curriculum
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Support Structures
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Information & Communications 
Technology (ICT)

� '��������
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�
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Resources
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A Mastery learning – evaluation model

Instruction

Formative 
Evaluation

Summative 
Evaluation

Diagnostic 
Evaluation

Assessment
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Assessment
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Professional Development for 
Teachers

� +
�7��
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������ 4�)��������
%�
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Mathematics DepartmentMathematics Department

Student

Goal:   Cultivate Pupils’ Interest in Mathematics
and the Application of Mathematical
Concepts and Skills to Everyday Life

Pedagogy
Variety of teaching 

strategies

Content
As prescribed by MOE Syllabus

Assessment
Continual and Semestral

Assessments 
Alternative Assessment

GYPS - Curriculum Model
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Pedagogy Pedagogy 

P5 & P6Banding

P3 & P4Parallel Teaching

P1 & P2SEED (Strategies for Effective 
Engagement & Development)

Level Strategies
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ProgrammeProgramme

P2 &P5(Fdn)Practical Test 

All levelsMath Fun/Assessment Trail

All levelsEnrichment
Sakamoto, Thinktank, Abacus, 

Math Olympiad

All levelsIntervention
BP- RI Mentoring, Math Improvement 

Team (MIT), Remediation, 
Supplementary

P1 & P2Learning Support Math (LSM)

Level Programme
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Teaching and Learning at GYPS
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BP – RI Mentoring

Intervention Programmes

Math Improvement 
Team (MIT)
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Enrichment Programmes

• Maths Olympiad 
• Sakamoto  
• Abacus
• ThinkThank
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Infusion of IT into Curriculum

Internet Education 
Resources

• Lead.com
• Ms Excel
• Maths CD-ROM
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Alternative AssessmentAlternative Assessment

• for P2 and 3 pupils
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Building Capacity
Professional Development 

• Sharing sessions
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Mathematics Workshops for Parents

Problem Solving Strategies
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