Student Safety Training 
Physics Labs


EMERGENCY INFORMATION
1. In case of injury, fire or other emergency, notify your lab instructor and call USD Public Safety at extension 2222.
2. Public Safety will take any injured person for medical help.
3. There are fire extinguishers in each lab and in the corridors.  Use the fire extinguisher only if the fire is small, and does not put anyone in danger.  Always be aware of the location of the exits. There are fire alarm pulls at the ends of each floor.  If the fire is larger than a small trash can, pull the alarm, and evacuate the building immediately. To use the fire extinguisher, PASS: Pull the pin, Aim at the base of the fire, Squeeze the handle, Sweep back and forth.
4. If there is a spill of any hazardous chemical notify your instructor immediately.  If the spill is large or presents an imminent danger, leave the room and call Public Safety at x2222.
5. In the event of an earthquake, take shelter under a sturdy table.  Keep away from falling hazards such as bookcases, file cabinets, and overhead fixtures.  Once the shaking has stopped, calmly leave the building.
6. When the alarm sounds, walk calmly to evacuate the facility.   Use the designated evacuation route.  The assembly area for the Science Center is in front of La Paloma.  Do not stand in the street.
7. Do not use the elevators when evacuating the building.
8. If you encounter disabled individuals who need assistance during an evacuation, ask them to wait in the landing of a stairwell, and inform Public Safety or other trained emergency personnel of their location.

LABORATORY SAFETY (Dr. Severn will review lab specific things with you!)

1. Closed toe shoes are required in all USD science labs.  No sandals, flip flops etc. are allowed in the labs.
2. Do not eat or drink in any laboratory.
3. No smoking or smokeless tobacco is allowed in the building.
4. Do not smell, taste or touch any chemical.
5. Do not work in the laboratory alone.
6. Know the location of the hand held eyewash or eyewash station.  If you have skin or eye contact with a chemical, flush the area for 15 minutes.  If the chemical is in the eye, use your thumb and index finger to hold open the eye while using the eyewash station.  Notify Public Safety for any injury.
7. Safety glasses must be worn when conducting projectile motion labs.
8. Heat insulating gloves must be worn when handling beakers containing hot liquids.
9. Safety glasses and lab coats must be worn when working with vacuum flasks or other apparatus that could shatter or explode.
10. Wash your hands after working in the lab.
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11. Be aware of the chemical hazards for each particular chemical that you need to use.  Double check the labels to make sure you have the correct container.  Prior to use, carefully review the chemical’s MSDS.
12. All chemical containers must be properly labelled with the contents. This includes labels on beakers, flasks and other temporary storage.  No abbreviations are allowed. 
13. Never put any chemical, solid or liquid, down the drain.
14. If a spill of any chemical occurs, notify your instructor or lab manager immediately.  Do not attempt to clean up a spill on your own.
15. Follow the instructions given by the teacher for proper disposal of hazardous waste.  Make sure to put hazardous waste into a bottle that has a hazardous waste label listing the correct contents, and all the data on the label has been filled out correctly.
16. Broken glass must go into a special broken glass waste box.  Do not put broken glass into the regular trash.
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