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Interaction of the Bull's-Horn Acacia (Acacia cornigera L.)

with an Ant Inhabitant {Pseudomyrmex ferruginea F. Smith)

in Eastern Mexico^

Daniel H. Janzen

Department of Entomology, The University of Kansas

ABSTRACT

The interaction between a swollen-thorn acacia, Acacia cornigera, and an ant

inhabitant, Pseudomyrmex ferruginea, is described from the lowland coastal plain

in eastern Mexico. A detailed study of the bionomics of the acacia and the ant is

presented to aid in the interpretation of experiments with the interaction. The
experimentation lasted a year (Sept. 1963 to Aug. 1964), and was conducted in

the second growth vegetation in pastures, roadsides, and fallow corn fields in the

area between Temascal, state of Oaxaca, and La Granja, state of Veracruz. Addi-

tional observations of the acacia and the ant in other parts of their range north of

Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz, showed that the populations in the Temascal-La Granja

area are representative of those in eastern Mexico.

The buU's-horn acacia, A. cornigera, is a representative swollen-thorn acacia

with well-developed foliar nectaries, enlarged stipular thorns, and small nutritive

organs (Beltian bodies) borne at the tip of each leaf segment. The colony of P.

ferruginea living in the enlarged stipules obtains sugars from the foliar nectaries,

and oils and proteins by eating the Beltian bodies.

A. cornigera is a woody plant with an extremely high growth rate. It is intol-

erant of shading and is a member of the canopy, or is emergent, during the first

6-12 years of regeneration. While its original habitat was natural disturbance

sites (river banks, arroyos), it has invaded with great success the man-made dis-

turbance sites that are not burned on an annual basis; nearly all of its regeneration

in such sites is as suckers from old root stocks and requires that the ant colony

move from the cut acacia into the new suckers. When the acacia is not occupied

^ From a thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Ph.D. degree in

Entomology, University of California, Berkeley. Contribution No. 1346 from the Department of

Entomology, The University of Kansas, Lawrence. Supported by National Science Foundation

Grant GB-1428 (Dr. R. F. Smith) and Tropical Biogeography Research Grants 66 and 81. In-

vestigations in Costa Rica during the summer of 1963 were made while attending the National

Science Foundation Advanced Science Seminar in Tropical Biology at the Universidad de Costa

Rica.
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for natural causes, or has its ants removed experimentally, it is subject to severe

damage by phytophagous insects; these are insects which normally feed on other

species of plants.

Morphologically, P. jerruginea is a representative pseudomyrmecine ant; be-

haviorally it has a number of outstanding characteristics associated with its inter-

action with swollen-thorn acacias. The workers patrol and clean the surfaces of

the acacia, and bite and sting animals of all sizes that contact the plant. The
workers maul any other species of plant that contact the acacia and in many cases,

any that grow under the acacia. The colony attains a very large size and up to

25 per cent of the workers may be active on the surface of the acacia both day and

night. The larger the colony becomes, the smaller is the damage sustained by the

plant from defoliators. The colony enhances its own probability of survival by pro-

tecting the acacia on which it is completely dependent for food and domatia.

In the course of the study, 50 control or treatment subplots were established.

The ants were removed from the acacias by spraying with parathicn, clipping the

thorns, or cutting and removing the occupied shoot. Measurements throughout

the year of the height increment, condition, freedom from vines, leaf and thorn

production, and biomass production, showed that all of these parameters are

greatly reduced if the ants are removed from the acacia. In the experimental plots,

this was almost entirely due to phytophagous insect damage, and subsequent shad-

ing of the stunted shoots. Based on these data, and observations tf naturally

unoccupied acacias, it is concluded that a shoot of A. cornigera must be oc-

cupied by a colony of P. jerruginea for a substantial part of its life to produce

seeds and become a part of the reproductive population. The ant is dependent

upon the acacia for survival and the acacia is dependent upon the ant for normal

population development; the interaction between the two can therefore be properly

termed one of obligatory mutualism.

INTRODUCTION

Within the mimosaceous plant genus Acacia, at least nine neotropical

species have an obligate or consistent relationship with ants. These are often

called "ant-acacias." In all the known obligate relationships, the ants belong

to the genus Pseudomyrmex (in most previous literature cited as Pseiido-

myrfna), and at least five species are involved. They are often called "acacia-

ants" and live in the swollen stipular thorns which are characteristic of ant-

acacias. They feed almost entirely on the nectar and nutritive bodies (Beltian

bodies) produced by the acacia. Most acacia-ants have been recorded only

from living ant-acacias and there is little doubt that they are dependent on

the acacia for existence. However, the c]uestion of whether or not the ant-

acacia is benefited by the presence of the acacia-ant has been outstanding in

the literature dealing with ants and plants since Belt's (1874) often-quoted

description of the relationship of Pseiuhmyrmex belli Emery with Acacia

costaricensis Schenck in Nicaragua (Wheeler, 1942). The study described in

the present paper is an attempt to resolve this question. The species pair

Pseiidomynnex jerruginea F. Smith and Acacia cornigera L. was chosen for

intensive study. In previous literature, P. jerruginea is discussed as Pseiido-
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mynnex belti jiilvescens Emery or Pseudomyrmex jitlvescens Emery (Jan-

zen, 1967a).

The aggressive behavior of many species of acacia-ants toward humans

coming in contact with the acacia has led to numerous pubHshed opinions

that the ants "protect" the plant from phytophagous animals (Belt, 1874;

Delpino, 1886-1889; C. Darwin, 1877; F. Darwin, 1877; Schimper, 1888;

Wasmann, 1915, 1916; Schwarz, 1917; SafTord, 1922; Standley, 1928; Alfaro,

1935; and Brown, 1960). However, others have considered that the thorns

themselves are sufficient protection against browsing mammals, and that the

acacia-ants have little impact on the action of phytophagous arthropods

(Rettig, 1904; Ule, 1905, 1906; Wheeler, 1913, 1942; and Skwarra, 1930,

1934a, 1934b). With the exception of Brown's (1960) question-posing paper,

this argument has not been treated in detail since Wheeler's (1942) and

Uphoff's (1942) literature review. The portions of the populations of A.

cornigera and P. jerruginea treated in this paper have received little specific

attention in these discussions (except Skwarra's papers). It was apparently

believed that all swollen-thorn acacias had approximately the same type of

interaction with the species of Pseudomyrmex obligatorily associated with

Acacia. As a consequence, little effort was made to understand each ant-

acacia interaction as a separate system. A demonstrated or postulated point

about the interaction of one species of acacia with one species of ant was

usually regarded as applicable to all. Associated with this, there was little

hesitation to propose hypotheses which were intended to encompass all

swollen-thorn acacias, and at times, all plants with obligate ant associates.

The data presently available indicate that the various interaction systems

between ants and acacias cannot be discussed in general terms until more

information has been gathered. The same must be said for other genera of

plants and the ants associated with them.

The data in the literature dealing with swollen-thorn acacias that have

been summarized by Wheeler (1942:94-116) do not merit further detailed

discussion until the acacias and their ants have been further studied. How-

ever, there are a number of papers in which the authors arrived at a definite

conclusion about the presence of a symbiotic relationship between the swol-

len-thorn acacias and their ant inhabitants.

Of those who supported the idea of a symbiotic relationship, Belt (1874)

is the most often referred to. His feelings can be summed as "These ants

form a most efficient standing army for the plant, which prevents not only

the mammalia from browsing on the leaves, but delivers it from the attacks

of a much more dangerous enemy—the leaf-cutting ants." He then restates

this as "I think that these facts show that the ants are really kept by the

acacia as a standing army, to protect its leaves from the attacks of herbivorous

mammals and insects."
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Brown (1960) feels that "On the face of it, Belt's opinion has long seemed

to me more attractive than that of the exploitationists." The "exploita-

tionists" are those such as Wheeler who felt that the ants were merely ex-

ploiting the acacia and that the acacia was not aflected by their presence.

Brown continues on to discuss the evidence available that supports the idea

that the ants may protect the acacias from browsing mammals. He con-

cluded with, "The claims of the protectionist school for the adaptive nature

of some kinds of extrafloral nectaries and ant domiciles in attracting insect

'guards' against phytophagous insects also seem reasonable, but proper study

of the problem has scarcely begun."

While never having seen the ants or the acacias in their natural habitat,

F. Darwin (1877) has rather enlarged on Belt's discussion in saying, "The

ants form a standing army for the tree, and not only prevent cattle etc.

browsing on it, but also protect it from the ravages of the leaf-cutting ants.

So serious is the latter danger, that the tree is actually unable to exist without

its guard of colonists."

After observing the stands of Acacia sphaerocephala in the Tampico,

Tamaulipas, Mexico area, Schwarz (1917) had the following comments.

".
. . the writer can fully corroborate the original observations of Mr. Belt

to the effect that the ants effectually defend the acacia trees against the

attacks of man, cattle and insects. No leaf-eating caterpillers, no aphids, nor

coccids are seen on the trees; no leaf-cutting ants ever defoliate the same."

After examining the ants and acacias in the field in Costa Rica, Alfaro

(1935) came to the conclusion that the aggressive nature and well developed

sting of the ants constituted the best defense of the plant against the small

enemies that could attack it. He appears to agree with Belt's conclusion that

the ants serve to keep leaf-cutter ants from defoliating the shoot.

Wasmann expressed the view both in 1915 and 1916 that we may still

speak of a true symbiosis between the ant-acacias and the acacia-ants, rather

than merely a case of parasitism by the ant. The reiteration of this view

(1916) was in response to Wheeler's (1913) paper. Wasmann's feeling that

a true symbiosis exists is accompanied by an exposition of a possible means of

evolving such a symbiotic system.

While the above authors who believed that a symbiotic relationship

existed were not referring explicitly to A. cornigera and P. ferniginea in

the geographic area where the present study was conducted, this study has

shown that their beliefs were in general correct in respect to this pair of

species. The degree to which they are correct in respect to other species pairs

must remain undecided since there is not sufficient data in the literature to

discuss the question. The author is at present gathering data on these other

species pairs.
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Of those who supported the idea that the ants bear only an exploitationist

relationship to the acacia, there were only two, Wheeler and Skwarra. In

1913, Wheeler (borrowing von Ihering's (1907) conclusion about plants in

the genus Cecropia and their ants) stated, "I believe, therefore, that we may
adopt von Ihering's point of view, and say that Acacia cornigera, hindsii,

and sphaerocephala have no more need of their ants than dogs have of their

fleas. If this is true, the relation between the ants and plants is not one of

symbiosis, but one of parasitism." By 1942 Wheeler had not changed his

mind. He stated that ".
. . the 54 different organisms . . . listed above as

associated with the bullhorn Acacias . . . are sufficient ... to show, first, that

these plants have plenty of natural enemies and are in this respect like other

nonmyrmecophytic trees and shrubs in the tropics, and second, that the

obligate ant tennants, though more virulent than those of Cordia alliodora

and the Cecropias, are nearly or quite as tolerant of alien ants and other

insects on the same plants. I therefore reiterate my statement of 1913 that

the relations existing between the Acacias and the obligate Pseudomyrmas

are not properly those of symbiosis, in which the plants have adapted them-

selves to the ants, but those of host and parasite, in which the adaptations are

solely on the part of the ants."

After field observations in the state of Veracruz, Mexico, Skwarra (1934a)

concluded that the acacia-ants are not capable of protecting the leaves, flowers

and fruits of the shoots from destructive insects and that the ants are

therefore not useful to the plant. Her observations were based entirely on

A. cornigera and A. sphaerocephala and their various ant inhabitants. Her

conclusions were primarily based on finding bird nests and several species

of insects on occupied shoots. Skwarra's findings are not included in

Wheeler's 1942 paper, but had they been, he undoubtedly would have used

them to support his own opinion.

While a definitive statement cannot be made about the correctness of

Wheeler's opinions in respect to other ant-acacias, the present study has

shown that his opinion was incorrect in respect to A. cornigera and P.

jerriiginea in the study area. Skwarra's statements of facts about acacias

and their ant inhabitants appear quite correct but her conclusions based

on them have been refuted by the evidence gained in this study. The major

problem of both workers was in failing to observe what happens to the

acacia when it is not occupied by a colony of P. ferruginea; they were only

concerned with what happens to the acacia when it is occupied.

Both A. cornigera and P. ferruginea range from northeastern Mexico

to Guanacaste Prov., Costa Rica. The present study is concerned with the

populations in the coastal lowland and bordering foothills of the area from

Coatzacoalcos, in the state of Veracruz, Mexico, northwest to the northern

range limits around Tampico and Cd. Mante, in the state of Tamaulipas
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(henceforth designated "study area"). The other acacias with swollen thorns

and the Pseudomyrmex that occasionally are found in them in the study

areas are discussed for comparative purposes {Acacia chiapensis Safford and

Acacia sphacrocephala Schl. and Cham.; Pseudomyrmex gracilis mexicana

Roger and Pseudomyrmex nigrocincta Emery).

The experimental part of this study was primarily the comparison of

plots containing acacias from which the ants had been removed (by use of

insecticides or physical means), with plots containing acacias with their

normal ant colonies. Height increment and condition of the shoots were

the principal acacia characteristics recorded and compared. These plots were

established in vegetation of various ages, and in types of plant communities

that are representative of the communities occupied by the majority of the

population of A. cornigera. The experimental portions of the study were

conducted from September 1963 through August 1964, in the lowland coastal

plain immediately east of Temascal, in the state of Oaxaca, and in the foot-

hills around Temascal.

It is difficult to evaluate the present experimentation without understand-

ing the bionomics of A. cornigera and P. ferruginea in more detail than can

be gained from the brief discussions in the literature (Belt, 1874; Saflord,

1914, 1922; Skwarra, 1930, 1934a, 1934b; Alfaro, 1935; Wheeler, 1913, 1942;

Wasmann, 1915). Therefore, the first two sections of this paper are con-

cerned with the bionomics of the acacia and the ant. The depth to which

the bionomics of P. ferruginea is described is justified from its ecological

pertinence and because the bionomics of a pseudomyrmecine ant have not

been previously treated in detail. Gathering the bionomic background in-

formation began in July 1962, at Campo Cotaxtla (Cotaxtla Experiment

Station), state of Veracruz, and continued through October 1964, in Mexico,

and at Berkeley, California. Most of the information was obtained in the

Temascal area between September 1963 and August 1964. The experimental

examination of the ant-acacia interaction is discussed in the third section of

this paper.

Other studies and reports in the literature show clearly that the inter-

action described in this paper is not representative of the relationship be-

tween acacias and other ant genera. Furthermore, there is no substantiated

evidence that these interactions between other genera of plants and Pseudo-

myrmex, or other genera of ants, are mutualistic. However, there is super-

ficial evidence that there are mutualistic interrelationships between ants and

plants, and this is a field worthy of considerable experimental study.
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versity of California at Berkeley), I. P. Kramer (U.S. National Museum), J. W.
Beardsley (Hawaii), H. Schroder (Senckenbergische Naturforschende Gesell-

schaft, Germany) and D. Hille Ris Lambers (Bennekom, Netherlands), Homop-
tera; C. J. Drake (U.S. National Museum), J. L. Herring (U.S. National Mu-
seum), and R. L. Usinger (University of California at Berkeley), Hemiptera;

S. F. Bailey (University of California at Davis), Thysanoptera; J. A. Powell

(University of California at Berkeley), D. Davis (U.S. National Museum), and

R. W. Hodges (U.S. National Museum), microlepidoptera; C. D. MacNeill

(California Academy of Sciences), W. D. Field (U.S. National Museum), E. L.

Todd (U.S. National Museum), I. G. Franclemont (Cornell University) and F.

H. Rindge (American Museum of Natural History), macrolepidoptera; P. W.
Wygodzinsky (American Museum of Natural History), Lepismatidae; W. J.

Gertsch (American Museum of Natural History), Araneae; R. E. Beer (Univer-

sity of Kansas), Acarina; S. B. Benson (University of California at Berkeley),

mammals; and R. W. Dickerman (Cornell University), birds.

The Mexican government was especially helpful. Through the courtesy of

Dr. Alejandro Ortega, Instituto Nacional de Investigaciones Agricolas, S. A. G.,
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and Dr. Francisco Cardenas, Director of Campo Cotaxtla, living facilities were

made available for the author and his family during the summer of 1962, and

ec]uipment and greenhouse space were offered during the entire study. Mr.

Guillermo Hernandez made living facilities available in the buildings of the

Comicion Federal de Electricidad at Temascal during the period September

1963 through August 1964; this study would have been much more difficult with-

out these quarters.

Mr. Eusavio Farfan, Mr. Juan Torrealva and Mr. Segundo Verde of the

Temascal-La Grandja area have generously allowed these experiments and obser-

vations to be conducted on their land, and have frequently modified their man-

agement plans in deference to the study. Leocardio Torrealva helped with the

field work necessary in preparation of the experimental plots and gathering data;

without his assistance many phases of this study would not have been possible

within the time available.

The greenhouse crew at Oxford Tract, University of California at Berkeley,

has been especially considerate in caring for potted seedlings during the study.

Dr. W. W. Allen contributed a sprayer and insecticides. Feeding experiments and

nectar analyses were conducted in Dr. H. T. Gordon's laboratory in the Depart-

ment of Entomology and Parasitology, University of California at Berkeley.

Chromosome and pollen counts were made in Dr. H. G. and I. Baker's laboratory

in the Department of Botany, University of California at Berkeley; anatomical

studies of Beltian bodies were done by Mr. F. Rickson of that department. Mr.

S. Snedaker of the Department of Botany, University of Florida performed soil

analyses. Special efforts were made by Dr. C. D. Michener (University of Kan-

sas), Dr. J. M. Savage (University of Southern California) and Mr. Snedaker to

collect Pseudomyrmex and swollen-thorn acacias in areas inaccessible to the

author.

To my wife goes more than the usual acknowledgments. She assisted in both

the laboratory and field, and her patience in caring for her family under un-

familiar and often unpleasant circumstances was a tremendous help.

TERMINOLOGY

Several terms used in this paper must be defined at the outset so as to

avoid confusion in their meaning. "Shoot" refers to all of the plant which

is above ground, originating from one point on the ground, and does not

denote age or degree of branching. "Sucker" refers to the shoot that has

recently regenerated from a cut or burned stump. "Seedling" refers to the

shoot that has grown from a seed without being cut or burned since the

seed germinated. Therefore, a shoot may be either a sucker or a seedling but

it includes all of the branches originating from a single point on the ground.

Statements about the bionomics of the shoot do not necessarily apply to the

root system as well. The various branches are referred to as lateral branches,

vertical branches, central axes, or short axillary branches. The "shoot tip" is

the terminal 5-15 cm of one of these branches; "axillary tufts" are the clusters

of leaves often produced in the axils of swollen thorns after the branch

bearing them is over a month old. "Type A" thorns are swollen thorns in
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the form of a flat V. "Type B" thorns are swollen thorns that are highly

twisted; they are usually borne on short axillary branches.

When a shoot is referred to as being "occupied," this means that the

outer surfaces of the shoot have more than one or two workers of Pseudo-

fnyrmex ferniginea on them. Occupied shoots almost invariably have brood

in the thorns. An "unoccupied" shoot is one that has essentially no workers

on the outer surface of the shoot. There may be workers and/or brood (or

founding queens) inside the thorns but the workers may not be active on

the surface of the shoot owing to cold weather or small colony size. Both of

these conditions are of a temporary nature. A "founding queen" is a queen

that is rearing her first brood in a thorn. A "colony queen" is the single

queen in a maturing colony. The entire colony may occupy a single shoot,

or may be divided among several shoots which can only be reached by trails

across the ground or foreign vegetation. The "queen-shoot" is the shoot that

contains the colony queen, and the other shoots that contain a part of the

colony are referred to as "auxiliary-unit." This type of colony structure is

common to many tropical species of Pseudomyrmex. A colony may move

into a new shoot as a mature colony, or it may develop "in situ" from a

founding queen in a thorn on the shoot. The "basal circle" is the area cleared

of living foliage under the shoot by an active colony of P. ferniginea.

Throughout this paper, the names of collection sites consist of only the

precise site. The state and country can be obtained by referring to Figure 6.

The plot designations refer to the plots described in the third section of the

paper and illustrated in Figure 7. A "plot" is the area that includes the con-

trol "subplot" and the experimental "subplot." The vegetation within a

plot and immediately surrounding it is relatively uniform in appearance and

disturbance regime. The plots are designated by letters; a letter followed by

an "A" indicates the plot was abandoned during the study. All subplots

numbered "1" (e.g., C-1) are experimental subplots. The last subplot (e.g.,

C-2, C-3) is always the control subplot.

BIONOMICS OF ACACIA CORNIGERA

Systematics. The three plants discussed below are the only native swol-

len-thorn acacias found within the study area. The swollen-thorn acacias

in the study area can be recognized by the following diagnoses (adapted

from Rudd, 1964), and Figures 1 to 5.

Acacia cornigera (L.) Willd.

Inflorescence two or more times as long as broad; pinnules with costa and secondary vena-

tion clearly evident in dried specimens; almost never more than 24 pinnae per leaf; petiolar

nectaries elongate trough shaped, from one to eight on mature leaves; yellow to red Beltian

bodies on tips of 50-100 percent of leaf segments; short axillary branches bearing slighdy to

highly recurved thorns that may encircle the branch shaft bearing them; cylindrical legume
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never tlehisccnt along a prc-tormed juturc, sometimes jpliuing along unpredictable lines follow-

ing drying, but frequently with thick hard walls that never split.

I recognize the following as synonym ; Acacia spadiclgcra Schl. & Cham., Acacia ctihcnsis

Schcnck, Acacia nicoyensis Schenck, Acacia licrnandezii Saff., Acacia furcella Saff., Tatiroceras

cornigertim (Schl. & Cham.) Brit, and Roe, Taiiroceras cornigertim (L.) Brit. & Rose.

Acacia sphaerocephala Schl. & Cham.

Inflorescence globular to less than one-half again as long as broad; pinnules with costa clearly

evident but secondary venation not in dried specimen ; almo:t never more than 24 pinnae per

leaf; petiolar nectaries elongate trough shaped, usually onl> one per mature leaf; yellow to orange

Beltian bodies on tips of 50-100 percent of leaf segmeni ; no thorns highly recurved, some
with slight twisting along longitudinal axis antl shallowl)' curved tips; cylindrical legume never

dehiscent along a pre-formetl ^uture, usually splilting along unpredictable lines following drying,

almost never with walls jo hard that they cannot be broken by gentle pressure.

I recognize the following as synonyms: Acacia fcraciiizensis Schenck and Acaci.i doli-

chocephala Saff.

Acacia chiapensis Saff.

Inflorescence a distinct sphere; pinnules with costa clearly evident but secondary venation

not in dried specimens; usually over 40 pinnae per leaf and over 80 pinnules per pinna; petiolar

nectaries round, eroded cratesiform, one at the base of 30-100 per cent of the pinnal pairs and
one to six on the petiole; yellow Beltian bodies usually only on basal two to twelve pinnules of

each pinna; no thorns highly recurved or twisted, some on lower trunk of large trees bent back

out of plane of thorn "V"; flat legume partly to completely dehiscent along two sutures.

Synonym: Acacia glohidifcra Sz({.

In respect to thorn morphology, it is the large volume and the easily re-

moved pith which is of importance to the ant. I propose that the acacias

with enlarged thorns that are commonly used as nest sites by ants be called

"swollen-thorn acacias" and restrict the name "bull's-horn acacia" and its

forms to Acacia cornigera. The following species are definitely swollen-thorn

acacias: Acacia cornigera, sphaerocephala, chiapensis, hindsii Benth., collinsii

Saff., and melanoceras Beur. This terminology provides a common name at

the sub-generic level for this group with strongly variable thorn morphology.

A. cornigera and A. sphaerocephala have the same common name in the

Spanish language where they occur sympatrically. They are both called

corniziielo , ciiernita, cuernos de toro. and citernitos, with the first name being

nearly universal. Where sympatric in the study area, A. chiapensis, tnacra-

cantha Humb. & Bonpl., and jarnesiana (L.) Willd. are all called giiisache

in Spanish. The latter two species are not swollen-thorn acacias though they

have stipular spines up to 8 cm in length.

Distribution. A. cornigera is a widely distributed plant. At present, it

has been collected from northeastern Mexico south to the Isthmus of

Tehuantepec across the Isthmus and thence south to the province of

Guanacaste in Costa Rica. It also has a patchy distribution on the Yucatan

Peninsula and eastern Guatemala. A. sphaerocephala is more restricted; it

has been found in the coastal lowlands along the northern edge of the range

of A. cornigera and around the city of Veracruz, Mexico (Fig. 6). Within

the study area, A. chiapensis is very local in distribution, having been

collected only in eastern Oaxaca and southeastern Veracruz (Fig. 6).
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Fig. 1. a. A flowering branch of Acacia cornigera with flowers unopened, opened, and shed-

ding dead florets. The shoot was three years old, 3 m tall, and growing in brushy pasture

7 km east of Temascal. Photo 17 Jul. 1964. b. Foliar nectaries of Acacia cornigera on a tuft of

axillary leaves from the axil of a type A thorn that has lost its leaf. Same shoot as that in Fig.

la. Photo 17 Jul. 1964.
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Fig. 2. Swollen stipular thorns taken from Acacia cornigera. The upper three twisted thorns

arc classified as type B, the middle two as type AB, and the lower five as type A. All the thorns

are from the shoot in figure la. This range of thorn variation is characteristic of thorns from

occupied shoots over two years old. Photo 17 Jul. 1964.
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ff -A. .->"

Fig. 3. a. Two mature shoots of Acacia chiapensis. The narrow shoot is representative of

that portion of the population that resembles Acacia cornigeia, and it is occupied by Psettdo-

tnyrmex feirnginea. The spreading shoot is representative of that portion of the population that

resembles Acacia tnacracantlia\ it is not occupied. Both shoots are about 6 m tall, and 5-6 years

old. Shoots growing on the roadside 0.5 km west of Temascal. Photo 3 Jul. 1964. b. Flower-
ing branch, legumes, leaf, and type A thorn from Acacia chiapensis. Collected from the right-

hand shoot in Figure 3a on 12 Jun. 1964.
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Fic;. 4. Swollen stipuhir thorns from Acacia chiapcnsis. The upper two thorns should be

classified as type B since they came from short axillary branches on the main trunk and are

slightly recurved. The lower four thorns are type A from long lateral branches. All of these

thorns came from a shoot 1 i m tall that was representative of that portion of the population

that resembles Acacia macracantha (see Fig. 3a). Shoot growing on the roadside (J. 5 km west

of Tcmascal.
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l-K.. 5. A. A latcial 111. null wiili iIhwiiiiil; branches ol .laiiUi y/v; ,'
j

,
, / ;,,7>/. Taktii tnim

a 2 m tall roadside shoot growing at the northern margin of its geographic distribution (4 km
south of the point where highway 85 crosses the Tropic of Cancer, Tamaulipas, Mexico). Shoot
leafless except for small leaves on the flowering branches. Photo 4 Mar. 1964. b. Mature shoot

of Acacia sphaerocephala. Growing 25 m back from the high tide level on the beach 9 km
north of Anton Lazardo, Veracruz, Mexico. This shoot was occupied by Crematogaster sp.

and is representative in life form of those shoots growing on the sand dunes 20-3000 m of the

ocean. At inland sites, Acacia sphaerocephala is very similar in life form to Acacia cornigera.

Photo 22 Dec. 1963.
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Fig. 6. The distribution of Acacia corriigeia, Acacia spliaeiocephala, and Acacia chiapensis
within the study area. The range of Psetidomyrmcx fenuginea is congruent with the range
of these three acacias except for a narrow strip along the dunes to the south of the city of
Veracruz. Sohd lines indicate roads along which Acacia coinigera has a population density
of at least one plant per ten linear miles. Lines of "X" indicate roads along which there is at

least one Acacia sphaerocephala per ten linear miles. Collection sites are indicated by solid

squares for Acacia chiapensis and solid circles for P. feirtiginea. Fine stippling represents the
postulated continuous distribution of A. coniigera occupied by P. ferrriginea. Diagonal striping
represents the postulated continuous distribution of A. sphaerocephala occupied by P. fenuginea.
Only landmarks and key localities are listed.
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Observations were made in many parts of the study area. Experimenta-

tion was done at Campo Cotaxtla, and the Temascal-La Granja area (Fig.

7). Unless otherwise indicated, the discussions in this paper are beUeved to

he representative of the A. cornigera and P. jemtginea popuhitions in the

study area. P. jerruginea was found to be relatively uniform in behavior,

morphology and colony structure throughout the study area. A. cornigera

showed some morphological and behavioral variation that was apparently

associated with dififerent habitats and distributional discontinuities. Visits

were made to the following areas within the study area; Coatzacoalcos

(Mar.); San Andres Tuxtla and Tlacotalpan (Dec, Mar.); Tuxtepec (Oct.);

Veracruz, Cordoba, and Jalapa (Sept., Dec, Jan., Mar., Apr.); Tamazun-
chale and Tampico (Jan.) ; and Cuidad Victoria (Mar.).

Gross Morphology. In the following discussion of the morphology of

Acacia cornigera, only those aspects which are of direct importance to the

understanding of the ant-acacia interaction have been elaborated.

Mature shoot. Figures 8-15 show representative stages in the development

of a sucker shoot of A. cornigera. At the time of flowering, the shoot may be

nine months to 15 years old. The shrub or small tree has a life form which

is in great part dependent upon the physiognomy of the surrounding plant

community, the age of the shoot, the phytophagous insects present during

the rainy season, and the effectiveness of the ant colony in removing damag-

ing organisms. It usually has one main trunk and this is often developed

from an old root stock left after cutting or burning. In open pastures and

on riverbanks, it is often of spreading habit and less than 5 m tall (Fig. 13).

Where competing with surrounding vegetation for light, it is usually emer-

gent with a long thin trunk (Fig. 14-15). In second growth vegetation, oc-

cupied shoots of A. cornigera continue to stay at the general canopy level

or above until the competing species heights have reached 12-20 m. At this

time, A. cornigera has a D.B.H. of 14-18 cm. When heavily shaded, the

shoots rarely grow over 2 m in height and are then very slender (Fig. 21a).

When the ruteline scarab Pelidnota punctulata Bates and the larvae of the

noctuid moth Coxina hadenoides Guen. are common, their persistent re-

moval of the shoot tips of certain occupied shoots during the rainy season

produces flat-topped, thick canopied shoots. In most plant communities,

phytophagous insects are sufficiently abundant during the rainy season so

that they severely stunt the growth of unoccupied A. cornigera by destroying

mature foliage and shoot tips.

The growth pattern is affected by the same factors that affect the life-

form of A. cornigera. During the first three months to a year, shoots from

old root stocks characteristically lack long lateral branches; vertical growth

of the main axis is emphasized. The extent of later growth of lateral branches

is associated with the amount of light received by the part of the crown
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Fig. 7. Diagrammatic representation o£ the experimental plots and subplots established in

this study between Temascal and La Granja. Area (1) lies to the north of Temascal and below
the earth-fill dam, the Presa Miguel Aleman. Area (2) is on Senor Farfan's land around and be-

hind El Mocho's house. Area (3) lies across the road from Sefior Torrealva's house. The plots

arc not drawn to scale; for dimensions see the plot descriptions.
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Fig. 8. A pair of 21 day old sucker shoots from a 14 mm diameter burnt stump of Acacia

cortiigera in a pasture burned 32 days previously on 1 Dec. 1963. Each thorn contains a

founding queen. The uppermost shoot tip is eaten off by a larva of Coxina hadenoides while the

lower one is undamaged. The shoot is 15 cm tall and growing 7 km east of Temascal.
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Fig. 9. Unoccupied 5 month okl sucker shoot ot Acacia toiiugciu flowing in dn area that

was burned in May 1963, 7 km east of Temascal. Each thorn contains a founding queen, and
five founding queens of Psctidomyrmcx jcniiginca can be seen on the outside of the shoot.

Four hours alter sunrise, tliis shoot had the exceptional number of 31 founding queens on it

outsitle of the thorns. A larva of Halisodota sp., probably H. piira, was obscrvetl to eat out
the damageil green thorn on the short lateral branch. The upper terminal shoot tip was eaten
by an unidentiheil insect; its mandibular scars are visible on the right hand half of the terminal
thorn. The founiling queen near the apex of the fourth swollen thorn from the base is attempt-
ing to pull the occupant founding queen out by her antenna. Photo 10 Oct. 1963.
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Fic;. 10. An occupied 5 montli >>>''
:

-i / :
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• .. :.<""''<.: "' ,/'.':i"ii lii.n wms
cut but not burned in late May 196i (idol V). It was 97 cm tali. Tins is an auxiiiary-shoot of

the queen-shoot 70 cm to the left that was cut at the same time. Of the 37 type A thorns on
this shoot, 29 contained brood and workers of Pseudomyrmcx jciriiginca, and there were ap-
])roximately 400 workers on the shoot. The surrounding vegetation is ahnost entirely sucker
shoots from old root stocks of Croton tniradorensis, Tonrncfortia hirsutissima, Eupatoritim
odoratiim ami Lcguminosae, and annual Solantim torvum and Labiatae. Photo Oct. 1963.
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Fic. II. An OLCiipicd I
~> iiiiinili did shoot of Acacid coniigcra (near jilot P). It wa.s 164

cm tall. The surrounding vegetation was 95 cm tall but was cleared to expose the shoot. The
shorter shoot to the right is a four month old auxiliary-shoot with 161 workers, while the

queen-shoot had 1,686 workers on and in it. Photo 26 Mar. 1964.
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Fig. 12. An occupied 17 month old sucker shoot of Acacia cornigeru in ;ubplot E-3 before
treatment. It was 4.5 m tall. The surrounding vegetation was about 3 m tall but was cleared

to fully expose the shoot; it was composed of Bixa orellana, Cioton glabellas, Jatropha tirens,

Cassia bicapstdans, many species of woody vines, and other less common shrubs. The shoot on
the right is of the same age and history as the central one. Shoots of this size usually contain
a queen-unit with about 10,000 workers by the end of their second growing season. Photo
late Sept. 1963.
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Fic;. 13. An occupicil 4 \car okl .shoot ot Acacia coinigcia. It wa^ 52t) cm tall. This shoot

had apparently produced all of its growth in a heavily browsed and grazed pasture. A three

year old shoot of this size contained a colony of Psciidomyrmcx jcirtiginea with 12,269 workers.

Directly in the center of this shoot is a recently vacated nest of Ptangtis sulphcratus, the Derby

Flycatcher. Photo early Oct. 1963 in a pasture 3 km west of Las Tinajas, Veracruz, Mexico.
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F:g. 14. An occupied 4 year old cmerj,'cni shoot of Acacia coinigcra in subplot V-2. It was

7 m tall and a queen-shoot with 9,257 workers. This shoot produced its growth in vegetation

that was ungrazed after the first year after it was cut. The surrounding vegetation is mostly

Compo^itae, Gtiazttma ulmijolia, Hclictcres gtiaziimifolia, Tabebiiia pcntaphylla, Cassia bicap-

stilaris, Malvaceae, and other shrubs and trees. Photo late Sept. 1963.



Fig. 15. An unoccupied 7 )'ear old shoot of Acacia cornigera removed from 8 year old re-

generation cast of subplot H-1. It was II m tall. This shoot's canopy was about 50 cm below
the general canopy of the vegetation from which it was removed. It had 39 mature leaves

and no intact shoot tips. This shoot would have probably died within the next year although
its stump produced quite vigorous sucker growth. The straight and slender trunk with naturally

pruned branches is characteristic of shoots that have developed in ungrazed and unburned
regeneration. Photo early Jul. 1964.
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producing the branches. The axis of an elongating branch is bright green

down to the fifth to tenth swollen thorn. A dark green photosynthesising

layer is present, and usually externally visible, beneath the extremely thin

epidermis over most of the shoot. It is probable that photosynthesis under

the epidermis constitutes a significant portion of that of the shoot as a whole,

especially during the dry season when the shoot may bear as few as 5 per cent

of the number of leaves present during the rainy season. A. cornigera is

quick to respond to light; this is shown by the many trees whose shoot tips

have bent toward a hole in the canopy and then grown up through it. The
wood of trees over 3 months old is tough and springy. During the first two

years of growth, leaves are usually produced nearly to ground level; other

species of trees and tall shrubs of the same height in the same plant com-

munity usually have leaves only on the uppermost part of the shoot. In

dense vegetation the production of leaves low on the shoot by A. cornigera

is most strongly associated with the pruning activities of P. jerruginea work-

ers; this pruning often allows sufficient light penetration for the leaves of

A. cornigera to be functional below the canopy of the surrounding vegeta-

tion. Dead branches, and thorns over three months old, are usually shed.

The short flower-bearing branches (Fig. la) are produced during the

middle of the dry season but contribute little to the form of the shoot. These

branches have small leaves with fewer pinnae, do not develop swollen

thorns, and die after the seed crop (Fig. 16) has fallen during the following

dry season.

The roots have numerous nodules; these are first obvious when the

seedling is about three weeks old and has three to five leaves. A three year

old root system may have a tap root over 3 m long. In wet areas, lateral

roots are well developed and vertical shoots sometimes develop from them.

Root stock cleaned of all its shoots can be transplanted and produces healthy

shoots. Root grafting has not been ascertained.

Leaf. The dark green, bipinnate leaves (Fig. 17) show high variation in

numbers of pinnae and pinnules per leaf on the same shoot. A representa-

tive leaf has 10 pinnae and 300 pinnules. A leaf of this size (18 cm long) is

usually subtended by a large swollen stipular thorn and is on a long lateral

branch or the main axis (Fig. 9). Small leaves are produced in tufts in

the axils of swollen thorns, or on flowering branches, especially during the

dry season.

As a result of the annual leaf drop, rapid vertical growth, and lack of

retention of large branches, there are rarely over 600 leaves on a shoot. Dur-

ing the first year of growth from a stump, a shoot occupied by a large colony

of P. jerruginea produces about 300 leaves. This number is most commonly

reduced by two types of defoliation. The larvae of the syssphingid Adeloce-

phala inexicana Bsdv, may eat nearly all of the mature leaves from a shoot
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Fig. 16. A .section of the canopy of a mature shoot of Acacia cornigera with a normal heavy
seed crop. This shoot was 4 m tall and growing in a bushy pasture 1 km north of Temascal.
Photo 26 May 1964, after the rains had started, but before this shoot had responded by pro-
ducing new shoot tips.
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Fi(j. 17. a. Lateral branch from an occupied shoot of Acacia co/iiigera. While the shoot

tip is still intact, this branch has nearly ceased lateral extension. Note that the leaves project

well past the ends of the thorns, b. The same lateral branch as in Fig. 17a, but 5 minutes

later, after a tame Brocket Deer {Mazatna anieiicana temania; temazate) had browsed the hand-

held branch (worker ants hatl been removed from the outside of the branch). Photo 20 Jul.

1964, of a branch from a roatl.-.uk' shoot growing IM km east of Temascal.

in the 1-2 m height range, but is deterred through attack by P. jerntginea,

trom destroying the shoot tips. In cases where all of the shoot tips have been

removed from an occupied shoot, the adults of the rutelline scarab Pelidnota

puncttilata or the larvae of the noctuid moth Coxina hadenoides are usually

responsible. There is a subsequent severe reduction in leaf production until

new shoot tips are initiated.

In the Temascal area, the pattern of leaf drop of A. cornigera differs in

some respects from that of other deciduous plants. Nearly all leaves pro-

duced during the rainy season of the previous year are gradually dropped

during the warm and dry season (Mar.-May). Leaf drop begins with the

oldest leaves and gradually moves upward. Therefore, the growth since the

end of the last dry season can be identified as that above the first swollen

thorn with its subtended leaf still present. The shoot is rarely leafless, and

the length of time without leaves varies greatly among individuals. Though
little lateral and vertical growth occurs during the dry season, a few axillary

leaf tufts are continually produced on shoots over a year old and flowering

branches with small leaves are produced in the middle of the dry season.

The time of production of the new crop of leaves varies with the age of

the shoot and the individual plant. Shoots less than a year old have only
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partial leaf drop during the dry season and shoots less than six months old

usually have no loss of leaves. The new period of rapid vertical growth starts

during the last one to two months of the dry season in plants under one year

of age. In these shoots the new hranches are often produced from a thorn

axil nearly at the top of the shoot and growing upward, immediately produce

a height increment as well. On the other hand, shoots over a year old begin

vertical growth near the time of the first rains. This growth is in the form

of vertical branches from thorn axils well below the tips of the highest of the

previous year's branches, but still at or above the level of the surrounding

canopy of other species of plants; there must be several weeks to a month of

growth before a height increment can be recorded.

The shoot tip of A. cornigeru differs in several important ways from that

of acacias not inhabited by ants. It is glabrous and slightly sticky; the work-

ers of P. jerruginea lick off this sticky material and thus aid in the separation

of the pinnules. While the two terminal unexpanded leaves are clasped

tightly over the shoot apex as is the usual case in Central American acacias,

the terminal portion of the shoot tip is extremely fragile and can be broken

off by bending or snapping with the finger; the shoot tips of Acacia macra-

cantha, Acacia jarnesiana and the pale-leafed form of Acacia chiapensis are

very tough and fibrous. The shoot tip of A. cornigera is bland to pleasant

tasting to humans in contrast to that of acacia spp. not associated with ants.

In the latter, the shoot tips are very bitter tasting.

Beltian bodies. The oval to tear-drop shaped Beltian bodies are the

modified ends of the leaf segments (Fig. 18) that are borne one to the tip of

each pinnule, pinna, and leaf rachis. This omnipresence generally applies

only to shoots over 1 m tall growing in full sunlight. The Beltian bodies are

usually removed within five days of their appearance by P. jerruginea work-

ers on occupied shoots, or after some indeterminate period by P. jerruginea

founding queens, P. gracilis mexicana or Solenopsis geminata Fabricius

(rarely) on unoccupied shoots. They are cut up by the Pseudomyrmex

species and fed to the larvae. Due to the continual harvesting activity on

occupied shoots, Beltian bodies are usually found only on new shoot tips.

During the first two months of the rainy season, groups of shoots oc-

cupied by one P. jerruginea colony sometimes produce more Beltian bodies

(new foliage) than the colony will harvest. In this case, many of the leaves

retain their pinnule-end Beltian bodies because the P. jerruginea colony does

not allow other possible harvesters on the shoot. Beltian bodies on the ends

of pinnae and the leaf rachis are always harvested if the shoot is occupied.

Depending on the weather, those that are not harvested eventually dry and

drop off, or rot.

No direct use to the plant of Beltian bodies is postulated in the literature.

They were regarded by F. Darwin (1877) and Schimper (1888) as homolo-
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Fig. 18. Two shoot tip,> of Acacia cornigera from plot N. The left-hand shoot tip is un-

ciamaged and was taken from an unoccupied shoot; the unharvested Beltian bodies on the ends

of the raches and pinnae are mature (ripe) while the Beltian bodies on the pinnules are not yet

expanded. The right-hand shoot tip was eaten of? by Coxina hadenoides; the shoot from which

it was taken was occupied b\- Crcmatogaster sp., one of which is walking between the shoot

tips. Photo June 1964.

gous to serration-glands on the leaf margins of other plants. Preliminary

examination indicates clearly that they are modified ends of the leaf parts,

and that the rachis extends out into them. Darwin considered that they were

full of oils and proteins. Preliminary experiments to determine the food

value of Beltian bodies indicate that they are similar to yeast in quantity and

quality of nutrients. This degree of nutritive value of foliar tissue is unusual

(H. T. Gordon, personal communication). About 3000 Beltian bodies ripen

on a 2 m tall occupied tree per day during the first three months of the rainy

season; this means about 450 mg of soUd food per day is available to the
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ant colony. With the exception of several species that require considerable

discussion, Beltian bodies are not found on acacia species that lack a rela-

tionship with ants in the genus Pseudomyrmex.

Foliar nectaries. The foliar nectaries are nectar-producing glands on the

dorsal side of the petiole and/or rachis of all leaves of mature shoots (Fig.

lb). They are elevated trough-shaped and 0.5-6 mm in length. Large

nectaries produce a sphere of clear, sticky nectar about 2 mm in diameter

during a 24 hour period; the nectar flow is heaviest about one hour before

sunrise. The workers of P. ferruginea collect the nectar as it appears; if the

shoot is unoccupied, many species of Hymenoptera visit the nectaries. A
shoot 2 m tall with 200 leaves produces about 1 cc of nectar during a 24 hour

period. The nectar consists of about equal parts by weight of sucrose and

fructose at an approximate concentration of 40 mg/cc H2O (determined in

the laboratory of Dr. H. T. Gordon, University of California, Berkeley).

While the foliar nectaries are mentioned casually in almost all accounts of

the swollen-thorn acacias, no detailed accounts of their morphology or

physiology are published.

Stipules. Over 99 percent of the bilaterally symetrical stipules of A.

cornigera can be placed in two size classes: minute and swollen. Minute

stipules are 3-8 mm in length, and hard and needle-tipped when dry. They

accompany about 50 percent of the leaves produced by a shoot during its

lifetime and are for the most part confined to the leaves in axillary leaf tufts

and on flowering branches. The ants do not enter them. Mature swollen

thorns (Fig. 2 and 19) are 2-25 cm in length, hard-walled, and hollow with

sharp tips when dry. The "V" shaped type A thorns are part of the large

leaves found on lateral branches and the main vertical axis of the shoot. The

highly convoluted type B thorns are found on short branches originating in

the axils of type A thorns; though fewer in number, the type B thorns have

1-2 cc of space in each of them and thus constitute the major source of space

that the colony has for rearing brood (Fig. 20). The volume of space

available to the colony in a 3 m tall shoot is about 400 cc. Completely dry

thorns that have not been cleaned out by P. ferruginea are about one-fourth

empty, but are not available to the ants because they cannot cut into the

dry thorn.

The walls of swollen thorns have a number of characteristics which are

of importance to the ants living within them. By two weeks of age, a

swollen thorn is usually completely dead and dry except for a narrow median

ventral strip of living vascular tissue connecting the leaf petiole with the

branch. The hard and polished outer surface does not readily absorb water

but the inner walls are quite absorbent. The walls are 0.7-4 mm thick and

in general the type B thorns have the thickest walls. Type B thorns often

have a raised ridge of hard tissue running along an inside ventral surface;
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Fig. ly. a. A 75 cm long section taken from a point one-halt way up a 4 m tall occupied

shoot of Acacia cornigera that was cut a week before the photograph. The type B thorns form

tight clusters surrounding each short axillary branch that bears them, while the type A thorns

are borne on the elongate lateral branches. This shoot was about 24 months old and growing

in dense, ungrazed regeneration along the Rio Tonto, 8 km east of Temascal. b. A 45 cm
long section taken from the terminal 150 cm of the main axis of the shoot in Fig. 19a. This

portion of the shoot characteristically bends over at the end of the rainy season and the next

year's main vertically lengthening axis develops from a thorn axil near the base of this portion

of the shoot.

this may serve as a reinforcement. They are extremely tough and hard to

spUt by hand; they do not break across the grain but spHt along the longitudi-

nal axis. Type A thorns are more brittle and break across the grain. Both

types are most easily opened by cutting through the living tissue at the thorn

base.

The walls of the thorns have a noticeable effect on the microclimate in-

side the thorn. Temperature recordings made with thermistor probes

(Yellow Springs Instrument Co. #402 probe) show that 1) fully insolated

dark thorns can be as much as 2.5° C. hotter inside than light colored ones,

2) at high air temperatures outside when the air temperature is rising or

falling, the temperature inside the thorn rarely lags more than an hour be-

hind that outside the thorn, and 3) at low temperatures, the temperature
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repeatedly cleared during the past 30 years. A. comigera shoots derived

directly from seed are very difficult to find except during the first two

months of the rainy season. Once a seedling growing in full sunlight has

reached a height of 75 to 100 cm, it is difficult to distinguish it from a new

sucker growing from a 2-3 year old root system unless the upper part of

the root stock is exposed and examined. Large older rcK)ts produce new

suckers that are very mature in appearance.

Very young seedlings do not initially possess the diagnostic characteristics

of a swollen-thorn acacia: swollen-thorns, Beltian bodies, and foliar nec-

taries. The number of pinnae and pinnules per leaf increases gradually

until the 10th to 20th leaf. One or two Beltian bodies appear on the basal

pinnules of the basal pinnae of the 7th to 16th leaf. Each successive leaf

bears a few more Beltian bodies, both further out on the leaf and further

out on the pinna. The first type A swollen thorn is produced at the 9th

to 12th node. The first axillary branch with a type B thorn does not appear

until the shoot has 75 to 100 nodes. The first traces of a foliar nectary do

not appear until the 5th to 8th leaf and the first large functional nectary is

usually on the petiole of the leaf associated with the first swollen thorn.

Multiple nectaries on the leaves appear at about the same time as the first

type B thorns. On well-watered soil in full sunlight, it takes a seedling 30

to 45 days to produce its first swollen thorn. It should be noted that while

Beltian bodies and foliar nectaries are not present on the newly germinated

seedling, they are present by the time the first swollen thorn is produced

and therefore a new founding queen in the first swollen thorn has an im-

mediate source of food.

Shading suppresses the development of Beltian bodies, nectaries, and

swollen thorns. A heavily shaded seedling, by the time it produces its 40th

leaf, is still producing thorns, Beltian bodies, and nectaries with the same

form and size as those in the 10th to 20th nodes of fully insolated shoots

(Fig. 21). Under the climatic regime at Temascal, a fully insolated seedling

on well-watered black soil will grow at least 200 cm in a year. However,

since seedlings are often not occupied by an effectively protective colony of

P. jerntginea during their first year of growth, they receive moderate to

severe damage to the shoot tips by phytophagous insects and thus rarely

grow more than 100 cm in the first year.

Suckers from cut or burned stumps have much more the appearance of

mature shoots than do seedlings. The leaves on a new sucker from a large

stump often have a Beltian body on the end of every leaf segment, large

type A thorns and a few type B thorns, and well developed foliar nectaries.

The immediate production of these properties by the acacia are of obvious

importance to a large ant colony moving from a shoot that has been cut

into the new sucker growing from the shoot's stump.
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Fig. 21. a. An occupied shoot of Acacia iumii^ciu iliai had grown for 7 months from a

cut stump in the dense shade in plot R. Photo 17 Mar. 1964. b. An occupied shoot ot Acacia

cornigera that had grown for 7 months from a cut stump in the open brushy pasture adjacent

to plot F. Photo 17 Mar. 1964. Both shoots were growing on the same kind of soil and arc

representative of the differences found between shaded and insolated shoots. The shoot in Fig.

21a had about 150 workers in the ant colony while that in Fig. 21b had about 2,000 workers;

both were colonies that had invaded from other shoots that had been cut. Both photographs to

same scale.

The growth rate of occupied sucker shoots is noticeably higher than that

of occupied seedlings. It is commonplace for a sucker from a large stump to

grow 400 cm upward in a year. Sucker regeneration takes place at any time

during the year, but as the sucker ages it becomes more responsive to seasonal

climatic changes (leaf drop during the dry season, not initiating growth until

the first rains). In evaluating height increments for shoots of various ages,

the time of year during which the growth took place must be considered.

Reproductive Biology. Pollination. Acacia cornigera is pollinated by a

number of species of bees (e.g., Bom bus medius, Ceratina extimia, Mega-
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chilidae, Halictidae). These bees are occasionally chased by Pseiidomyrmex

jerruginea, but the workers are not effective in keeping bees off the flowers.

While the workers of P. jerruginea are commonly seen digging into the

pollen covered surface of the inflorescence, it is doubtful that they effect polli-

nation by carrying pollen from one flower to another since they are constantly

cleaning themselves. The major flowering period varies widely from one

part of the study area to another, but is usually within the period from the

middle of the dry season to the first month of the rainy season. The buds of

the flower bearing branches are first evident about three months before

flowering begins. Small green legumes are present shortly after flowering,

but these require 10 to 12 months to mature. This means that the acacia

must live this long after flowering to produce viable seed.

Seed production. A. cornigera produces comparatively few seeds for a

plant of disturbed sites. In its lifetime, a shoot produces about 60,000 seeds.

Better than 99 percent of these seeds are destroyed by the larvae of bruchid

beetles. In the Temascal area, the common species were Acanthoscelides

oblongoguttatus Fahr., Mimosestes sp., and Stator subaeneus Schaeffer. The

adults of these beetles may be found on mature pods at any time during the

year, and the author has yet to find a mature seed pod of A. cornigera that

was over two months old and not attacked by one of these species of bruchids.

Some natural enemies of the bruchids have been discovered, but an investiga-

tion of their biology has not been made. When a seed crop was picked be-

fore bruchid exit holes were evident in them, as many as 75 percent of the

seeds were undamaged. However, when the first generation of beetles

emerges, the beetles oviposit in those legumes which are not infested and

complete the seed destruction. The legumes may remain on the tree for two

to five months after maturation.

That some of the seeds escape destruction is due to one of the two

methods of seed dispersal used by A. cornigera: birds and water. Birds

readily split the pods to eat the sweet yellow pulp around the seeds and in

doing so ingest some seeds. In the Temascal area, the commonest species

are the Black-headed Saltator (Saltator atriceps), Grayish Saltator (Saltator

coerulescens), and the Plain-tailed Brown Jay (Psilorhinus mexicanus). The

seeds that are distributed by defecation normally fall in relatively good sites

for germination since these four birds are common in new second growth

vegetation. Secondly, when seeds are removed early from the site of bruchid

infestation, some escape damage. They are eaten shortly after the pods

ripen, as food for these birds is normally scarce during the dry season. Seeds

taken from the intestines of these birds germinated normally.

A second group of birds open the pods but do not eat the seeds (Black-

throated Oriole, Icterus gularis, Derby Flycatcher, Pitangus sulphuratus,

and the Melodious Blackbird, Dives dives) . They eat the yellow pulp around
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the large seeds, but let the seeds fall to the ground where they sometimes

germinate directly under the parent tree. By opening the pods they likewise

remove some seeds from the site of bruchid infestation. The workers of

P. jerruginea are often consumed in large numbers by the Black-throated

Oriole but rarely found in the other species mentioned.

Throughout much of the study area, there are two general forms of

legumes; one has a very thin wall that splits by twisting when dry, and the

other has a thick wall that does not split. There are intermediates. The birds

appear to find the thin walled form much easier to open; many more of these

are opened than the thick walled form. Associated with this, it is the thin

walled form which has spread away from the natural disturbance sites along

watercourses in areas newly opened to agriculture. If not opened by birds,

the thin walled form eventually twists open and drops its seeds; by this

time the bruchids have destroyed better than 99 percent of the seed. The

thick walled form appears very well suited to dispersal by water. In old

established pastures, the thick walled form is generally the dominant form.

Invasion of new sites. Land recently exposed to plant colonization (land-

slides, sand bars in rivers, lake beaches, river banks) and newly cleared

forest (over 10 to 20 years old) is very slowly colonized by A. cornigera

in the area between Temascal and La Granja. Despite the nearby presence

of seed bearing shoots, the invasion rate rarely exceeds ten established plants

per acre per year and is usually much lower. This appears to be most directly

associated with the high mortality rate of unoccupied seedlings. However,

most of the man-made disturbance sites are repeatedly cleared of their above-

ground vegetation by fire or cutting. Roots and seeds of A. cornigera are

often not destroyed by this clearing procedure. As the seed invasion con-

tinues, and the shoots already present drop seed around their bases, the

density of root systems increases to levels as high as 2,000 per acre (estimate

from swamp pasture east of Tuxtepec, Oaxaca, Mexico) and 800 per acre

(counts from dry pasture in plots N and O). Brushy pastures, with their

occasional burning and/or clearing (2-5 year intervals), and vegetation

cover opened by browsing, have the optimal conditions for producing large

populations of A. cornigera.

Not all root stocks bear maturing shoots. During any one regeneration

cycle, 10-75 percent of the root systems have a vigorously rising shoot oc-

cupied by P. jerruginea. The remainder have short shoots that are usually

less than 75 cm tall with 4-20 swollen thorns. Of these thorns, 10-100 percent

have founding queens of P. jerruginea in them. As a colony develops in situ,

or the shoot becomes an auxiliary shoot, a rapidly rising sucker develops if

not heavily shaded.

Under well developed canopies that are young enough still to have mature

A. cornigera in them, there is a new crop of A. cornigera seedlings during
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the first two months of the rainy season. During the following three years,

this cohort suffers nearly 100 percent mortality; individuals rarely grow over

1 m tall and are poorly developed (Fig. 21a), even when occupied by an

established colony of P. jerruginea. On these shaded shoots, there is a very

low rate of production of new colonies in situ. While ample founding

queens are present, some factor in the shaded site often prevents successful

colony growth. This is very likely associated with the low rate of nectar and

Beltian body production.

Requirements in the Physical Environment. Following Holdridge's

classification (1964), Acacia cornigera is found in the study area from

Tropical Tropical Arid Forest to Low Subtropical Dry Forest to Low Sub-

tropical Wet Forest to Tropical Tropical Moist Forest. Following Leopold

(1962), it is found in Pine-Oak Forest, Mesquite-Grassland, Rain Forest,

Tropical Evergreen Forest, and Savanna. Despite this occurrence in a wide

range of formation types and vegetation life zones, there are several common

denominators to its habitats: 1) they are disturbed sites where sunlight reaches

very close to ground level, 2) since such sites are frequently cleared of all

vegetation above ground, the regenerating occupied suckers of A. cornigera

are able to initiate growth as canopy members or emergents, 3) being fully

exposed to sunlight, the canopies of A. cornigera experience the highest air

temperatures that can be achieved by the prevailing weather, 4) the other

species present as canopy members during the early stages of succession have

rapid growth as well, 5) there are high populations of phytophagous insects

present and these sites are frequently subjected to cattle grazing and

browsing, and 6) the moisture content of the soil fluctuates greatly, depend-

ing on the season.

Within a wide range of temperature, rainfall, and soil type regimes, the

presence and density of A. cornigera is primarily a function of the disturb-

ance history of the plant community. In the literature, it is characterized as

a plant of the land-ward side of ocean dunes to upland foothill oak forest

(1,200 m) associated with pasture and frequently cleared areas (Skwarra,

1934a, 1934b; in the state of Veracruz) ; as a plant of the tropical littoral to

400 m elevation in clearings, open country, and roadsides (Wheeler, 1913;

in Guatemala and Costa Rica) ; and as a plant of ravines, riverbanks,

savannas, and other naturally disturbed areas (Belt, 1874; near Matagalpa,

Nicaragua). It appears that Wheeler's discussion of A. cornigera in Costa

Rica applies to Acacia collinsii SaflF. since A. cornigera {=Acacia nicoyensis

Schenck) has not been found at Alajuela or other sites over 200 m elevation

during intensive searches for this plant in Costa Rica. In all cases A.

cornigera is regarded as a plant of lowland, tropical, disturbed plant com-

munities.
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At the margins of its range, the general density of shoots is often very low,

there being only an occasional streamside, roadside or pasture plant. Yet

v/ithin 10-15 km or less of this margin, there are often very dense popula-

tions in swamps, pastures or roadside ditches. If a site at the margin of the

range is suitable for the growth of one shoot, the population often builds

up to densities equal to those found in the most central parts of the range.

Moisture. Within the study area A. cornigera is more restricted in respect

to aridity than is P. ferntginea. This is evident from Figure 6 where it can

be seen that P. ferntginea crosses the interface between the ranges of A.

cornigera and A. sphaerocephala at 11 mi. N.E. Ciudad Valles, 27.5 mi. S.

Panuco, 22.8 mi. W. Conejos, and between Veracruz and Anton Lazardo

without interruption. At each of these sites, the climate becomes drier as

one moves into the range of A. sphaerocephala. At the range limits of the

distribution of A. cornigera to the north, northwest, and northeast, and at

the break at 28.8 mi. W. Conejos and 10 mi. S.E. Conejos, its disappearance

appears to be in agreement with regions of about 1,000 mm annual rainfall

and a dry season of about 6 months duration. Except at 20 mi. N.W. Ciudad

El Maiz, it is replaced by A. sphaerocephala at these points. At this place,

the last plants of A. cornigera are found in barren rocky pastures with

Opiintia spp. and Acacia farnesiana. These sites appear to have been covered

with oak forests at one time. A. sphaerocephala may be prevented from

reaching this area by a band of east facing slopes of the Sierra Madre Oriental

in the area of Ciudad El Maiz with higher rainfall (approximately 2,000 mm
annual). There is a strong possibility that the inability of A. cornigera to

extend its range into drier sites is associated with its inability to hold its

leaves and produce new axillary leaf tufts when the dry season is too long.

If the shoot is completely leafless for more than a month, the ant colony dies

or has its numbers greatly reduced by starvation. If this happens, the acacia

enters the rainy season in an essentially unoccupied condition with conse-

quent poor growth. A. sphaerocephala can hold some leaves and produce

new leaves at least a month longer than can A. cornigera.

In the area to the south of the city of Veracruz along the beach above

Anton Lazardo, A. cornigera is replaced by A. sphaerocephala on the dunes

within 500-3000 m from the high tide line. At Tuxpam, Tecoluda, and

Coatzocoalcos, A. cornigera has been found as an occasional plant within

50 m of high tide, being in some cases the first woody plant. Veracruz has a

longer dry season than either of the three later sites, and it appears that the

relatively well drained new dunes are too dry for A. cornigera. The A.

sphaerocephala on these sites forms a low dense mat which is not occupied

by P. ferntginea.

There are also inland sites within the range of A. cornigera that are ap-

parently too dry for it. In the dry hilly oak forest around Villa Azueta, the



Interaction of the Bull's-horn Acacia with an Ant Inhabitant 355

acacia is virtually absent even on the roadsides; only 2-5 km away in the

wet river bottoms it is very common. Along the road southeast of Conejos

the first appearance of A. cornigeni is in roadside swamps as the altitude

decreases moving down the arid shelf from the west. In the Temascal area,

the oak-grass covered knolls often have no A. cornigera on them. This may

in part be due to the rapid rainfall runoff through laterite soils although

the high frequency of fires is probably of greater importance.

Temperature. At 6 mi. S.W. Tamazunchale, 8 mi. S.W. Martinez de la

Torre, 28.5 mi. W. Conejos, and Valle Nacional, the failure of A. cornigera

to extend its range appears to be associated with lower temperatures. At

each of these sites, the number of days with the maximum temperature be-

low 24° C. is about 90-110 per year. During weather of this frigidity, the

workers of P. jerruginea are generally not active outside of the thorns. One

result of this is that the colony is reduced in size, apparently through starva-

tion. During the cold period at Temascal in December through February,

almost no vertical growth occurred in experimental plots. Even those plants

with intact shoot tips had almost no growth. Shoot tips are rapidly removed

by phytophagous insects during cool weather owing to the lack of patrolling

workers of P. ferruginea; these shoot tips are only very slowly replaced by

the acacia during cool weather. A. cornigera is apparently cold-hardy as is

shown by experience with cultivated and escaped shoots in Florida. They

are not damaged by occasional frosts and survive the coldest winters. Fire

rather than cold seems to be the factor which prevents naturalization (C, F.

Dowling, personal communication).

Soil type. High densities of Acacia cornigera have been found on beach

sand, red and yellow laterites, black soil over limestone, black swamp soils

laden with high organic matter, and on many other unidentified soil types.

Within the study area and its range, no soil types have been found on which

A. cornigera is consistently lacking. The low densities commonly recorded

on red-yellow laterite hills are largely due to the disturbance history (regular

burning) rather than unsuitability of the soil. Once these areas are farmed

sporadically and/or grazed, A. cornigera sometimes becomes common on

well watered laterites.

Sunlight. As is the case with many plants of early succession, A. cornigera

requires direct or intense indirect sunlight for normal development of

swollen thorns, Beltian bodies, flowers, and height. Most of the occupied

shoots in the study area are canopy members or emergents, or growing in

open communities lacking surrounding vegetation. If the acacias were able

to grow well in shade, the interrelationship with the ant would lose much of

its significance inasmuch as the single most important role of the colony of

P. jerruginea is to prevent damage to the shoot tips, which, in their growth,

keep the shoot canopy in the sunlight.
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The major portion of A. cornigera shoots growing in heavy shade can be

placed in one of two size classes. Most frequently, they are 5-100 cm tall

with few mature leaves, few swollen thorns, and no intact shoot tip. The
thorns are often partially rotted and many leaves have only minute stipules.

While founding queens are sometimes found in the thorns, more often they

are empty and only very rarely are such shoots occupied. In the other size

class are placed the rare slender vertical shoots of 100-250 cm height. They

have small swollen thorns and internodes one and one-half to three times

the normal length (Fig. 21a). The number of Beltian bodies per leaf is

reduced and they are pale in color. The foliar nectaries are small with a

reduced nectar flow. These slender shaded shoots are usually occupied by

/'. ferruginea. associated with small gaps in the canopy and developed from

old root stock of senescent emergents. Most shoots in both size classes do

not reach the canopy or flower; they usually disappear within three years.

If they do reach the canopy, they develop normally.

The height of the canopy has some effect on the survival of shaded shoots.

Where the canopy is very low (e.g., 120 cm following six months of regenera-

tion after cutting or burning), shoots in the smaller size class occasionally

have a burst of growth during the dry season which carries them into or

above the canopy. This is apparently due to the nearly full sunlight that they

receive due to the leafless nature of the general canopy. This circumstance

is often associated with the invasion of the shoot by a large colony of P.

ferruginea. Shoots in the taller size class are usually old enough so that they

respond to the dry season by reduced vertical growth rates and partial leaf

drop.

Fire. The shoot of A. cornigera is easily killed by fire. Light ground-

level fires are common during the dry season throughout the study area. The
heat is often of sufficient intensity to kill the branches and leaves of shoots

3-6 m tall. Shorter shoots are often consumed entirely. If the fire only

scorches the bark at ground level, the shoot is killed but the ant colony sur-

vives to occupy the new sucker shoots (Fig. 22, 23). The pruning activities

of P. ferruginea in the immediate area of the shoot during the rainy season

(Fig. 35) lower the quantity of dry litter present around the base of the

shoot and thus are partly responsible when the fire is not hot enough to kill

the ant colony (and even in some cases, to kill the shoot).

The root stock does not appear to be damaged by fires. However, in

areas where fires occur every year (oak-grasslands, canefields, some pastures

and milpas), A. cornigera is usually not present 2-4 years after the first

burning. This is because the regular fires destroy all of the mature colonies

of P. ferruginea and the new sucker shoots are unoccupied. This system

is described in greater detail in Janzen 1967b.
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Fig. 22 (left). An occupied sucker shoot from the base of a fire-killed shoot. The parent

;h()()t was 4 m tall and the sucker shoot 122 cm tall. Only the terminal 25 cm of the shoot

is shown. There are 12 workers of Pseudomyrmex ferniginea in the photograph. The entire

colony will eventually move from the dead shoot into the new shoot as it grows. Photo 1

1

Jul. 1964.

Fig. 23 (right). Unoccupied sucker from the base of a fire-killed shoot. The parent

shoot was 4 m tall and the biggest sucker 15 cm tall. The upper 13 cm of the shoot is

shown in the photograph. This shoot was about 15 m from the shoot in Fig. 22. Sawtlust from
wood-boring beetles in the dead shoot can be seen on the leaves, anil the branches of the

living shoot have been damaged by Coxina hadenoids and other insects. Photo 11 Jul. 1964.

Population Growth Parameters. Height increment. The height of a

shoot of Acacia cornigera must be considered in relation to the surrounding

vegetation and the ant colony occupying the shoot. In the course of this

study, comparisons of height increment between occupied and unoccupied

shoots have provided reliable indications of the efficiency of the ant colony in

keeping phytophagous insects off the shoots. However, changes in mean
and individual heights must be evaluated in respect to the type of shoots

(seedlings or suckers), age of shoots, time of year, height and density of

surrounding vegetation, and percentage of the shoots occupied by Pseudo-

myrmex jerruginea.

Even when occupied by a large, established colony of P. ferniginea, a

seedling in its first and second year of undisturbed growth usually does not

produce a shoot of more than one quarter the weight and size of the sucker

that can be produced in one year by a four year old root system with a 4 cm
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diameter stump. Seedlings and suckers do not become leafless during the

dry season o£ their first year of growth. Intact shoot tips cease vertical

growth only during the cool dry period. However, the seedling with its

relatively shallow root system (less than 1 m) is often not capable of replac-

ing a damaged shoot tip during the dry season. The dry season only slows

the replacement of shoot tips on suckers from large stumps, and thus height

increment continues.

Even though occupied by a large colony of P. jemtginea, shoots over a

year old usually cease vertical growth sometime between November and

February. The cessation is associated with a failure to replace shoot tips eaten

by defoliating insects rather than to dormancy of intact shoot tips. This

period is both cool and dry, and most new growth is in the form of axillary

tufts and leaves. The older the shoot, the longer after the first heavy rains

before a positive height increment occurs. Shoots in the 1-2 year age class

are variable; many show large increases in height within a month before or

after the first rains. Shoots over two years old often do not initiate vertical

growth until weeks or even a month after the first rains. In addition, the

main vertical branch usually starts a meter or more below the top of the

shoot. It is therefore often as long as a month after the rains begin before

any substantial change in height occurs. This type of growth pattern is

repeated each year while the shoot maintains its position in the rising gen-

eral canopy. It is clear that comparisons of height increments at different

times in the year must be identified with the time of year involved.

In almost all plant communities where A. cornigera has an even or in-

creasing population density, occupied shoots are canopy members or emer-

gents (Fig. 10-14, 24). In secondary succession under three years of age, in

which the vegetative cover is for the most part fromed by regeneration from

cut stumps, the tallest plants are A. cornigera and the plant population with

the greatest mean height is that of A. cornigera occupied by P. ferritginea.

Apparently associated with the need to maintain such a position in the

general vegetation canopy, partially shaded shoots grow very strongly ver-

tically while fully insolated shoots develop in a lateral direction as well.

A. cornigera has one of the largest height increment rates of the woody

plants in early secondary succession in the study area. On 10 July 1964, the

height and condition of 20 regenerating sucker shoots with 1-2 year old

colonies of P. ferritginea were recorded. These were emergents from a

canopy of herbs and shrubs 60-100 cm high that were occasionally browsed

by cattle. The acacias were chosen to be between 100 and 200 cm tall with

no evidence of present or previous insect damage to the uppermost six nodes.

For 18 days these plants were examined every third day and each plant with

a damaged shoot tip was rejected from the sample. On 28 July, nine shoots

remained. These shoots had an original mean height of 148 cm (s.d.^26
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^

Fig. 24. Emergent occupied shoots of Acacia cornigera in subplot 0-2. These year old

sucker shoots were 150-300 cm in height and grew from stumps cut in June 1963. At least

the upper 100 cm of each shoot seen in the picture had grown since the first heavy rain on
20 Ma>' 1964. There are many unoccupied shoots of //. cornigera below the general vegetation

with its canopy at about 100 cm height. Photo 1 Aug. 1964.

cm) and final mean height of 193 cm s.d.=38 cm). The mean of the height

increments was 45 cm (s.d.= II cm). This represents a mean height in-

crement of 2.50 cm per 24 hours by shoots which received on damage to the

shoot tip for 18 days well into the rainy season. At the Temascal weather

station, the mean maximum temperature for this period (10-28 July) was

30.4° C, and the mean minimum was 22.3° C. Precipitation was 284.8 mm.
It is believed that this rate of growth during the rainy season is representative

of undamaged shoot tips of lengthening branches on seedlings over one

year old and sucker regeneration of all ages. It is representative of the rates

of height increment in the absence of shoot tip damage. Once the acacia

shoot is part of, or emergent to, a gradually rising general canopy over 3-4

m in height, the representative height increment of occupied shoots is 1-2

m per year (this figure includes shoots receiving various amounts of insect

damage).

Age-class representation. The proportions of different aged trees in

natural vs. man-made disturbance sites are often quite different. In natural
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disturbance sites, it is common to find acacias of all ages and the only large

size class is that of new seedlings near the bases of seed bearing trees during

the rainy season. This type of age-class distribution is generally associated

with the more irregular disturbance history of natural sites. In man-made

disturbance sites that lack heavy cattle browsing, it is common for all oc-

cupied shoots to constitute one size class and the unoccupied another. All

the shoots are nearly the same age due to the total destruction of the vegeta-

tion often wrought by fire or cutting. The occupied shoots are canopy mem-
bers or emergents, and the unoccupied shoots are under the general canopy

of the plant community. This difference between the two groups is ac-

centuated as the unoccupied shoots are stunted and eventually removed by

biotic mortality agents. With increasing grazing pressure and the sub-

sequent opening of the plant community, the distinctiveness of these two

size classes is reduced because unoccupied shoots in full sunlight sometimes

live long enough to become occupied and then grow to maturity.

Mortality factors. Mortality of the above-ground shoot, and mortality of

the root system are two quite different parameters. In general, death of the

root system requires several successive destructions of the shoot, or else 6-18

months of repeated destruction of the new shoot tips. The amount of stress

tolerated by a root system appears to be directly related to the size of the

root system, and the size of the shoot that was destroyed. When uninter-

rupted shoot development is allowed for periods of two or more years be-

tween shoot destructions, an individual root system lives at least 30 years

and probably much longer. If suckers from cut stumps are heavily shaded,

the root system finally dies. However, when plant communities that are

10-15 years old are cleared, old and apparently dead A. cornigera stumps

sometimes produce small shoots which grow into completely developed

mature plants if they become occupied by P. ferruginea. In natural dis-

turbance sites such as river banks and arroyos, entire root systems are often

washed out. These plants occasionally root where they are deposited by

the receding waters.

In the Temascal area, biotic mortality agents of roots are almost never

observed. In one case, a localized aggregation of pocket gophers (Hetero-

geomys hispidus) killed about one-half of the A. cornigera in two half-acre

areas by uprooting them and eating the roots (73 plants). This damage oc-

curred during the dry season and stopped when the rainy season began.

In the Temascal area, there are various agents that destroy the entire

shoot o/ A. cornigera but leave the root system undamaged. When clearing

roadsides or around houses, the shoots were often cut along with the other

vegetation. While A. cornigera is occasionally left standing out of fear for

the ants, quite often it is singled out and cut because the people do not care

for the ants. Newly cleared cornfields, pastures and roadsides are often
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burned if cut in the dry season. Since the entire shoot is lying at ground

level, the ant colonies are destroyed by these fires. Many acres of unused

land are burned by fires that escape from set fires. Since the shoots in these

areas are upright, the intensity of the fire regulates whether the trunk is

just scorched (killing the shoot but not the ants) or the entire shoot is con-

sumed. Many sites go for 2-3 years without accidental fires and then may be

burned each of 1-3 successive years. This random destruction of A. cornigera

has much less total impact on the acacia and ant population than does the

deliberate annual burning of some lands for agricultural purposes (e.g.,

sugar cane fields). In this case, the roots of A. cornigera are systematically

deprived of their shoots and eventually disappear from the site.

The most important biotic remover of entire shoots in the Temascal area

is the cricetid rodent Sigmodon hispidus (hispid cotton rat). It eats A.

cornigera most frequently during the last two months of the dry season; at

this time A. cornigera is one of the few shrub-sized plants that has green

foliage and tender stems. It cuts unoccupied shaded shoots, under partially

to entirely closed canopies 50 to 150 cm high. These shoots are usually 10 to

100 cm tall. The bark and supple branches are eaten. Usually the only

evidence of the rat's feeding is a 2-10 cm tall stump, a pile of wilted leaves,

loose thorns, wood shreds, and light brown oval fecal pellets. S. hispidus

also climbs to the top of emergent unoccupied shoots to cut off shoot tips.

It is extremely common in 50-200 cm high regeneration in pastures and

fallow cornfields. During the last month of the dry season, it may remove

as much as 75 percent of the unoccupied shoots below these low canopies.

S. hispidus is attacked by P. jerruginea when it attempts to cut an occupied

shoot and notches are occasionally found in the trunks of occupied shoots.

There are only a few insects which kill entire woody shoots, and only

one of these is numerically important. The larva of the buprestid beetle

Chrysobothris sp., near C. multistigmosa Manh. occasionally kills 2-3 m
shoots by girdling the trunk from the inside. This beetle is very common
and is very often responsible for the death of unoccupied stumps during the

first six months of sucker regeneration. The female beetles are usually

deterred from ovipositing in the newly cut stump by the ants. When pre-

paring oviposition sites, the rare cerambycid beetle Onicideres poecila Bates

cuts off unoccupied shoots of A. cornigera that are 60-120 cm tall (Fig. 25).

The cut is made 20-40 cm above the ground and the female oviposits in the

cut shoot. A closely related cerambycid, Lochmaeocles cornuticeps is com-

mon in the Campo Cotaxtla area. Adults of this species completely girdle

the trunks of unoccupied shoots up to 4 m tall and oviposit in the dead shoot.

There is very high mortality of very young seedlings. While apparently

very resistant to fungus attack, seedlings are readily eaten by insects. Moth
larvae (Noctuidae, Arctiidae) and orthoptera do the most damage. When
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Fig. 25. An adult female of the cerambycid Oiiidderes poecila immediately after cutting
an unoccupied shoot of Acacia cornigera in subplot N-2. The shoot was 12 mm in diameter.
She oviposited in tlie jiortion of the shoot that fell to the ground. The cut shoot had an
auxiliary-unit of Vseitdomyrmcx jerriiginea living in the thorns but there were no workers active

outsiile of the thorns owing to cold weather. Photo 1 1 Jan. 1964.
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the leaves are removed from very young seedlings, the entire plant dies. In

addition to insects, black rats (Rattus rattiis) and lizards (Iguanidae) on

occasion eat very young seedlings oiA. cornigera.

Damaging factors. With the exception of the activities of man and dam-

age by Sigtnodon hispidus, biotic mortality agents are rarely observed in

sign or action. However, damage to A. cornigera is very commonly en-

countered. Most of the insects responsible for this damage in the Temascal-

La Granja area are listed in Table 1. These 56 species are not of equal

importance and abundance throughout the year, and their density varies

from site to site. Some of these variables are expressed in Table 1. A select

group of these species are also discussed further in Appendix 1.

Table 1. Insects that feed on A. cornigera in the Temascal-La Granja area. L=
larva, A=:adult, R:=rare, 0=occasional, V==very common, C^capable of feed-

ing on occupied shoots, S=stopped from feeding by P. jerruginea, N=nocturnal

feeder, D=diurnal feeder, Sh^most commonly eating shoot tips and very young

leaves, M=most commonly eating mature leaves, and B^feeding on or in

branches and /or trunk. They are divided by the season because their appearance

on the acacia is closely correlated with the three seasons. It should be noted that

the largest number of species are present during the time when the most active

growth occurs in occupied shoots. Those species of particular significance to the

ant-acacia interaction are discussed further in Appendix I.

COOL SEASON

(December - February)

Lepidoptera

Coxina hadenoides: Noctuidae L, O, C, N, Sh

Occasional Arctiidae L, O, S, N, Sh

Microlepidoptera in green thorns L, O, S, ?, thorns

Orthoptera

Montezumina oblongoctdata: Tettigoniidae A, O, S, N, Sh

Mia'ocentnim rhomhijolitim: Tettigoniidae A, O, S, N, Sh

Chloroscirttis sp.: Tettigoniidae A, O, S, N, Sh

Coleoptera

Chrysobothris sp. near C. multistigmosa: Buprestidae A, O, S, D, MB
L, V, C, ?, B

Onicideres poecila: Ccrambycidac A, R, S, D, B

L, R, C, ?, B

Coscinoptera miiada: Chrysomelidae A, O, S, D, ShM

Lcchriopini, near Leciiriops sp.: Curculionidae (Zygopinae) A, O, C, D, Sh

L, O, C, ?, thorns

Acanthoscelides oblongogiittattis: Bruchidae L, V, C, ?, seeds

Mimosestes sp.: Bruchidae L, V, C, ?, seeds

Stator stibaenetis: Bruchidae L, R, C, ?, seeds
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WARM DRY SEASON

(March - May)

Lepidoptera

Aristotelia coiallina: Gelechiidae L, V, S, N, Sh

Coxina hadenoides: Noctuidae L, V, C, N, Sh

Microlepidoptcra in the thorns L, O, S, ?, thorns

Coleoptera

Chrysohothris sp., near C. midtistigmosa: Kuprestidae A, O, S, D, MB
L, V, C, .', B

Coscinoptera mucida: ChrysomeHdae A, R, S, D, ShM
Lechriopini, near Lechriops sp.: Curcuhonidae (Zygopinae) A, O, C, D, Sh

L, O, C, ?, thorns

The three Bruchidac hsted above

Heteroptera

Mozena tomtntosa: Coreidae A, O, S, D, Sh

RAINY SEASON

(June - November)

Lepidoptera

Coxina hadenoides: Noctuidae L, V, C, N, Sh

Syssphinx mexicana: Syssphingidae L, O, C, N, M
Aristotelia corallina: Gelechiidae L, R, S, N, Sh

Norape sp.: Megalopigidae L, V, S, N, ShM
Leaf rollers: Gelechiidae, Walshiidae, Geometridae L, V, S, }, ShM
Halisidota sp., probably H. ptira: Arctiidae L, O, S, N, ShM
Rosenia dentijera: Notodontidae L, O, C, N, M
Estigmene mexicana: Arctiidae L, R, S, N, ShM
Iridopsis Itirida: Geometridae L, R, S, N, Sh

Euacidalia sp.: Geometridae L, V, C, N, Sh

Semiothisa adjacens, S. puntolineata: Geometridae L, O, S, N, Sh

Microlepidoptcra in the thorns L, O, S, ?, thorns

T/iecla olhia, T. marsyas: Lycaenidae L, R, C, D, ShM

Orthoptcra

Monteznmina ohlongocidata, Microcentnim rhomlnjoliiim,

Chloroscirtiis sp., others: Tettigoniidae L, V, S, N, ShM
(adults appear in late August)

Acrididae L, O, S, D, ShM

Blattidae A, R, S, N, Beltian

bodies

Phasmatidae (adults appear in late August) L, V, S, N, ShM

(volcoptcra

I'elidnotu pitnctiihita: Scarabaeidae (Rutelidae) A, V, C, N, Sh

Diplotaxis denigrata: Scarabaeidae (Melolonthinae) A, V, S, N, Sh

Anomoea sp., probably A. rtififrons: (ChrysomeHdae) A, V, S, D, Sh

Chrysohothris sp., near C. miiltistigmosa (Buprcstidae) A, V, S, D, MB
L, V, C, }, B
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The three Bruchidae listed above

Coscinoptera mttcida: Chrysomelidae A, V, S, D, Sh

Saxintis sp., probably S. husilaris: (Chryiomelidae) A, V, S, D, Sh

Grihuris decoratiis, Pachybrachis sp., probably P. femora/us,

Cryptocep/ialtis trixonatns, Urodera crttcifera:

(Chryiomelidae) A, V, S, D, Sh

Agriltis bicarinattis : Buprestidae A, V, C, D, M
Pelidnota strigosa: Scarabaeidae (RuteHnae) A, R, S, N, Sh

Phyllophaga vexata, P. anodintata, P. dasypoda, Diplotaxis

microtis Ilia: Scarabaeidae (Meiolonthinae) A, R, S, N, Sh

Euphoria leiicograplia: Scarabaeidae (Cetonniinae) A, O, S, D, Sh

Catharttis annectens, Anchoritis sp. near A. lineattis, Hapalips

sp. near H. hicidiis: Cryptophagidae LA, V, C, ?, legumes

Lechriopini near Lechriops sp.: Curculionidae (Zygopinae) A, O, C, D, Sh

L, O, C, ?, thorns

Heteroptera

Mosena tomentosa: Coreidae LA, V, S, D, Sh

Homoptera

Horyialodisca coagulata: Jassidae LA, V, S, DN, B

Oncometopia clarion: Jassidae LA, V, S, DN, B

Dysmicocctts sp. in D. neohrevipes complex: Coccidae LA, O, S, DN, B

Coccidae LA, R, S, DN, M
Aphis medicaginis: Aphidae - LA, O, S, DN, Sh

Heteropsylla sp.: Psyllidae LA, R, S, DN, Sh

Umbonia orozinibo: Membracidae LA, R, S, DN, B

Diceroprocta sp.: Cicadidae A, O, S, DN, B

Hymenoptera

Acromyrmex octospinosus: Formicidae A, O, S, DN, ShM

Solenopsis geminata: Formicidae A, R, S, D, Beltian

bodies

Seasonal abundance. The most obvious division is between those insect

species that are present during the rainy season and those that are present

during the cool and dry season (Table 1).

During the cool season (Dec. through Feb.) the density of active insects

is much lower than during the rainy season. This is especially true of

nocturnal insects. Of those that feed on A. cornigera during the cool season,

there are only the larvae of Coxina hadenoides, adults of tettigoniid grass-

hoppers (Montezitmina oblongoculata, Microcentrum rhombijolium, Chloro

scirtus sp., and others) Onicideres poecila (adults cutting shoots for oviposi-

tion), Coscinoptera mucida, and Chrysobothris sp., near C. midtisttgmosa

(females ovipositing in damaged unoccupied shoots). However, the com-

bined activity of C. hadenoides on occupied and unoccupied shoots, and the

tettigoniid grasshoppers on unoccupied shoots, is sufficient to accomplish

nearly 100 percent destruction of the shoot tips of A. cornigera that are

I
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emergent. Apparently due to the cool weather and subsequent dry weather,

many of the damaged shoots, especially those over one year old, do not

initiate new vertically lengthening branches until shortly before or after

the first heavy rains in May.

From the return of warm weather in March until the first heavy rain

on the 20th of May, the density (species and numbers) of active insects in

the plant community decreases rapidly. By the first part of May, insect

densities are less than one percent of those observed during the peak of the

rainy season. Of those that feed on the shoot tips of A. cornigera, the larvae

of Coxina hadenoides, the adults of Mozenu tomentosa, the larva of

Aristotelia corallina, and Conscinoptera miicida are sufficiently abundant to

completely halt the height increment of only a small part of the unoccupied

shoots in the 60-150 cm size class. Only C. hadenoides feeds externally on

occupied shoots but its damage is considerable; it is doubtful that there was

a single occupied shoot tip in the control subplots that grew continuously

from 1 Mar. to 20 May without being fed on at least once by a larva of C.

hadenoides. The larvae of A. corallina are very effective in removing the

shoot tips of unoccupied A. cornigera in the 5-50 cm height range; on many
sites where the surrounding vegetation is very low, and therefore the small

acacias are fully exposed, 80-100 percent of the shoots have either the webbing

or a larva of this moth on them during April and early May. The normal

height increment rate of A. cornigera with intact shoot tips is undoubtedly

slowed during the dry season. However, in those small local areas where

neither C. hadenoides nor A. corallina are abundant, those shoots of A.

cornigera with vertically lengthening shoot tips grow 15-60 cm in height

during the dry season.

Most of the shoot tips produced by A. cornigera during the dry season

are destined to become axillary tufts of leaves and flowering branches. These

constitute the major part of the diet of C. hadenoides, M. tomentosa, and C.

mucida. The removal of one of these shoot tips does not have the same effect

on the plant as that of removal of a main shoot tip on a lengthening branch

or central axis during the rainy season. It should be noted that the general

vegetation surrounding the shoot is not increasing in height during the dry

season and therefore the lack of height increment in the part of A. cornigera

does not place the plant in immediate danger of being shaded by the sur-

rounding plants. The surrounding vegetation is leafless and this allows sun-

light to reach thejower leaves on the A. cornigera shoot. These leaves are

shaded during the rainy season.

The remaining 47 insects listed in Table 1 are present during most of

the rainy season. Coxina hadenoides, and Mozena tomentosa are much more

abundant at this time. Chrysobothris sp., near C. multistigmosa adults are
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more common during the rainy season than the dry season but the larvae

cause considerable mortality to unoccupied stumps throughout the year.

Large populations of grasshoppers do not develop until the middle of

August but these are also present through the cool season when most of the

other rainy season insects have been gone for several months. The zygopine

weevil and the microlepidoptera larvae in green thorns are present through-

out the year but the weevil is present only as a larval stage in dry thorns

during the dry season.

Host specificity. The insects listen in Table 1 can be divided into a group

that may be found feeding on either unoccupied or occupied shoots, and a

group that is virtually always found feeding on unoccupied shoots. The

former group is composed of the larvae of Syssphinx mexicana, Rosema den-

tifera, Coxina hadenoides, Euacidalia sp., and green-thorn microlepidoptera,

and the adults of Pelidnota punctulata, Agrilus bicarinatus , and the zygopine

weevel. While it is not know with certainty that Syssphinx mexicana, Ro-

sema dentijera, P. punctulata, and Euacidalia sp., are completely host specific

on A. cornigera, they were not found on any other species of plant in the

Temascal-La Granja area despite extensive searching. However, Syssphinx

mexicana, Rosema dentifera, Agrilus bicarinatus and Pelidnota punctulata

are recorded from areas (literature records and museum specimens as local-

ity sources) where A. cornigera does not occur. Coxina hadenoides and the

zygopine weevil are commonly found on Acacia chiapensis. Coxina hade-

noides is occasionally found on Acacia macracantha but definitely prefers

A. cornigera and A. chiapensis as a host plant in choice experiments.

The bruchids and cryptophagids in the legumes can not properly be

placed in either group since they live for the most part outside of the sphere

of activity of Pseudomyrmex jerruginea. The same can be said for nectar

and pollen collecting Hymenoptera. They visit the plants frequently, when

other sources are scarce, but are all species which are commonly seen visiting

other species of flowers in the area.

The group normally found feeding on unoccupied shoots is much larger

than the previously mentioned group. The 41 species in this group feed,

with but two exceptions, on other species of Mimosaceae in the area as well

as unoccupied A. cornigera. Aristotelia corallina has been found only on A.

cornigera. As a population, Mozena tomentosa is believed to be host specific

on A. cornigera despite the single female found feeding on Mimosa albida.

Associated with this host specificity, M. tomentosa appears to be the most

adept, of all the species in Table 1, at finding small unoccupied shoots of A.

cornigera that are heavily obscured by the surrounding vegetation. When
the ants are removed from a shoot, it is in great part the neighboring Mimo-

saceae that contribute phytophagous insects. With the exception of Acro-

myrmex octospinosus, the two Thecla species, Pelidnota strigosa, Euphoria
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leucographa, the scale, and Dysmicoccus sp. in the neobrevipes complex, the

remaining 33 species are found feeding on Acacia chiapensis or Acacia mac-

racantha. The Chrysomelidae, Lepidoptera, Orthoptera, Diplotaxis deni-

grata, and the two leafhoppers are commonly found feeding on A. chiapensis

along with some other insects which are not found on A. cornigera. The

Chrysomelidae, most of the Lepidoptera, Orthoptera, and D. denigrata are

also found feeding on other species of Mimosaceae {Calliandra houstoniana,

Acacia jarnesiana, Mimosa albida, Mimosa sp.).

With the exception of the scales, mealy-bugs, and microlepidoptera, all of

the insects feeding on unoccupied shoots are highly mobile in the stage found

on A. cornigera. Associated with this, they are often known to move from

plant to plant until they find one on which they are not molested by P. fer-

ruginae. Under natural conditions, this search for a suitable host plant is

sufficiently successful to insure that shoots of A. cornigera from which the

ants have been removed begin to show phytophageous insect damage to the

shoot tips and mature foliage in 1-2 days. In the treatment subplots in the

experimental part of this study, the large groups of unoccupied shoots act

as a trap for these insects. Their density per unit volume of plant com-

munity is considerably higher in some treatment subplots than in the neigh-

boring plant community. However, the damage to unoccupied shoots

scattered among occupied shoots (mixed subplots) is so severe that no

differences are noted between the grouped and scattered unoccupied shoots.

Ant-tolerant insects contrasted with other insects. The nature and

periodicity of the damage done are quite different between two groups of

insects: those found normally on occupied and unoccupied shoots, and those

found normally only on unoccupied shoots. Of those found normally on

occupied shoots, Rosema dentifera, Agriliis bicarinatus , Eiiacidalia sp., the

zygopine weevil, and the microlepidoptera larvae in the green thorns have

no noticeable efTect on the growth rate or condition of occupied A. cornigera.

The effect of the bruchids on the seed crop is very great but it appears to be

beyond the influence of P. jerruginae. A. cornigera normally exists in large

numbers in spite of the high rate of seed destruction.

The other insects found on occupied shoots have a strong impact on indi-

vidual shoots, but their cumulative impact on the entire population is low

compared to that of the insects on unoccuped shoots. The larvae from a

clutch of five eggs of Syssphinx mexicana usually strip an occupied shoot 'of

its mature leaves. However, at any one site, only 0.5-3 percent of the shoots

are defoliated by S. mexicana during the rainy season. Further, a single

occupied shoot usually has enough mature leaves to rear the group of larvae

to maturity after which they pupate without feeding on other shoots. A
shoot defoliated by S. mexicana generally produces a new crop of leaves

within two weeks and the probability of a single shoot being defoliated twice
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during the growing season is very small. Since the shoot tips are not eaten,

the removal of the mature leaf crop does not noticeably afTect the emergence

of the shoot.

Pelidnota punctiilata has more of an impact than S. mexicana on A. cor-

nigera form and growth rate because it eats the shoot tips. The removal of

all of the shoot tips by an adult P. pitnctulata (Fig. 26) is very detrimental

to the height increment rate of the shoot. After the beetle moves to another

plant, 1-2 weeks are often required for a new vertically lengthening shoot tip

to reach the level of the older damaged shoot tip. The density of P. pitnctulata

usually does not exceed six beetles per one hundred shoots and usually the

density is 1-3 per one hundred shoots. In the experimental plots, at least 50

percent of the shoots did not have feeding damage of P. punctulata during

the period 20 May through 8 Aug.

While S. mexicana and P. pitnctulata feed on the acacia only during

rainy season, Coxina hadenoides is present in the larval stage throughout the

year and has a heavy impact on the height increment rate at all times. It is

a very rare occurrence that any one shoot of A. cornigera over 30 cm tall

passes through an entire year of growth without having the main shoot tip

eaten of? by C. hadenoides at least once (Fig. 18) . However, C. hadenoides

is sensitive to the density of worker ants patrolling outside of the thorns; the

fretjuency of feeding damage of this larva is inversely proportional to the

density of workers outside of the thorns and the constancy of their patrolling

(as affected by the size of the colony and the time of year and day). There-

fore, the larger the ant colony, the longer there is uninterrupted vertical

growth. It is largely due to C. hadenoides that weakly occupied shoots have

height increment rates that are often less than one-tenth that demonstrated

by heavily occupied shoots.

The damage inflicted by the three insect species listed above is normally

received by occupied shoots and the population does very well in spite of it.

At any given site during the rainy season where 90-100 percent of the readily

visible shoots are occupied by mature colonies (the usual case), from 5-35

percent of the main shoot tips are destroyed by P. pitnctulata or C. hadenoides

at any given time. However, the degree of damage stays relatively constant

and the damage is rotated among the shoots. It can be said with certainty

that during any part of the rainy season, the total number of vertically

lengthening shoot tips present on a cohort of occupied shoots is 2-20 times the

amount eaten during the same period by P. punctulata and C. hadenoides.

The damage inflicted by the individuals of insect species that feed on

unoccupied shoots is less impressive than that described for the occupied

shoots. However, the cumulative effect of the omnipresent diurnal and

nocturnal defoliators of unoccupied shoots is much more severe than the

effect of thi; relatively sporadic damage by the insects that feed on occupied



Fk.. 26. 'I'lu- ttrminul crul ol the main axis of an occupicti shoot ot Acacia coniigera. The
shoot tip of the main axis and the terminal axilhiry branch bearing the two type B thorns were
eaten by an adult Pelidnota ptincttilata. The mature leaves were removed by a larva of Syssphinx

mexicana. The short branch on the right that is growing out through the cluster of type B
thorns is a flowering branch. Photo in subplot M-2 in June 1964.
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shoots. Insect damage to unoccupied shoots is normally severe enough to kill

the shoot either directly or indirectly after six months to two years. During

the rainy season the diurnally active Chrysomelidae and Mozena tomentosa,

together with the nocturnally active Orthoptera, Lepidoptera larvae, and

Scarabaeidae generally remove 90 percent or more of the new axillary and

terminal shoot tips as fast as they are produced. This is the case with both

isolated and clustered (experimental plots) unoccupied shoots. Unoccupied

shoots receive the usual damage from S. mexicana, P. punctidata, and C.

hadenoides, but the density of these insects per unoccupied shoot is generally

much lower than per occupied shoot. Unoccupied shoots rarely have the

well developed succulent shoot tips that P. punctidata and C. hadenoides

prefer as foods; they have already been eaten ofl. Unoccupied shoots often

have so few mature leaves that the larvae of S. mexicana defoliate their shoot

and wander off in search of more food.

In addition to the obvious damage to the foliage, it appears that the rate of

new shoot tip production in unoccupied shoots drops off sharply 6-8 weeks

after the rainy season begins. This was impossible to demonstrate con-

clusively because the removal rate by phytophagous insects is usually so high

that it is not possible to determine how many new shoots have been pro-

duced over a given period of time.

One response to severe insect damage is flowering. Shoots in the 100-200 cm
size range that are unoccupied from March through August produce many
more flowering branches than do those that are heavily occupied. By July,

most of the unoccupied shoots in this size range have some opening flowers

on them and almost none of the heavily occupied shoots in this size range

have flowers. Excessive flower production in shoots of this size and smaller,

appears to be a reaction to the heavy and continuous damage to the un-

occupied shoots. The majority of these unoccupied flowering shoots usually

die before the end of the next dry season if they remain unoccupied, and

therefore do not contribute to the reproduction of the population since it

takes nearly a year for the seeds to mature.

Natural and man-made disturbance sites. Every species of insect in Ap-

pendix I was encountered at least once while feeding on unoccupied shoots

of A. cornigera in both natural and man-made disturbance sites. In most

arroyo and river-bank sites, the shoots are widely dispersed (up to 1000 m
between shoots) in contrast to those in fields, pastures and roadsides. There

is no evidence that wide spacing reduces the incidence of damage by de-

foliators of either the group of insects found on both occupied and unoc-

cupied shoots or the group found only on unoccupied shoots. However, at

lower insect densities this is probably not the case.

The shoots of A. cornigera in natural disturbance sites are usually among
vegetation that is very irregular in height, species composition, and density.
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Associated with this, many of the shoots are growing in partially shaded

sites, rather than being either clearly emergent or submergent as is the usual

case in the relatively uniform man-made disturbance sites. There appears to

be a reduction in the frequency of Chrysomelidae, Buprestidae, Scarabaeidae,

Lepidoptera, and Homoptera in these partially shaded sites as contrasted

with sunny sites. A reduction in damage to foliage is, however, not notice-

able. Variation in damage is difficult to evaluate because it is often so severe

that maximal damage is present.

Certain defoliators of unoccupied shoots are correlated with different

plant communities. The melolonthine scarabs which are such severe de-

foliators of unoccupied shoots at night during the first two months of the

rainy season (especially Diplotaxis denigrata), are much more abundant in

heavily grazed grass pastures. Orthoptera are much more abundant in the

brushy pastures and ungrazed sites than they are in the open heavily grazed

pastures. Chrysomelids are equally abundant in most sites but there are local

variations in the species composition of those feeding on unoccupied A.

cornigeru. Lepidoptera and Homoptera are most easily observed feeding

in the open heavily grazed sites but they are definitely present in the denser

vegetation as well. Mozena tomentosa is undoubtedly the most omnipresent

feeder on unoccupied shoots and its characteristic feeding damage (wilted

shoots tips) is found in all types of sites at all times of the year. Coxina

hadenoides is the most omnipresent feeder on both occupied and un-

occupied shoots.

Heavily shaded unoccupied shoots are less severely attacked than are ex-

posed ones. This is especially true of those growing under the dense vine

tangle in ungrazed regeneration for the first 1-3 years after a fire or cutting.

However, the rates of growth, and rates of recovery from damage, are so

low that the undamaged shoot tips rarely become emergent. If and when
they do, they are then rapidly eaten. The emergent shoot protruding above

the general canopy is more readily found by phytophagous insects.

Other parts of the study area. With the exception of the Cotaxtla and

Temascal-La Granja areas, populations of A. cornigera have not been

examined intensively for defoliators in the study area. S. mexicana, C. hade-

noides, P. piinctulata and M. tomentosa were collected throughout the range

of A. cornigera in the study area with sufficient frequency to indicate that

they were probably present throughout. Judging from the damage found on

unoccupied shoots in other areas the feeding pressure of phytophagous in-

sects is as great as in the Temascal area, even if the same species are not

involved.

In the Cotaxtla area, with a few exceptions, the species listed in Appendix

I have been recorded from either direct observation or the finding of damage.

The Cotaxtla area has more acreage of pasture and the pastures are more
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heavily grazed than in the Temascal-La Granja area, and therefore the

population structure of A. cornigera differs somewhat. However, the in-

cidence of insect d*image to unoccupied shoots is, if anything, higher than in

the Temascal area. This appears to be associated with the very exposed

nature of many of the shoots in the open pastures.

Insects reported in the literature. Wheeler (1942) lists the insects reported

in the literature as feeding on various swollen-thorn acacias, or being as-

sociated with them in some manner. No insects are recorded specifically for

Acacia cornigera but two are recorded from Misanhtla, Veracruz from

Acacia sp. It is likely that the acacia referred to is A. cornigera. Bruchits sp.

is recorded from the legumes and Adelocephala xanthocroia is recorded as

entering the exit hole of the Bruchus sp. to feed on the pulp in the legume.

The bruchid is probably Acanthoscelides oblongoguttatus or Mimosestes sp.

It is likely that the feeding habits of Adelocephala xanthocroia are incor-

rectly recorded since the exit hole of the bruchid is three or less millimeters

in diameter and A. xanthocroia larvae quickly reach a diameter of 5-10 mm.

It is interesting that in Wheeler's list of 54 species of arthropods there are

only 13 which could possibly act as defoliators. Of these 13, only five are

likely to feed on swollen-thorn acacia foliage or fruit. This list refers to all

the species of swollen-thorn acacias known to Wheeler and it is very small for

a group of common plants that range from north-western and north-eastern

Mexico to Panama and Colombia. Studies in progress show that such a list

should contain several hundred species of insects.

Sampling problems. The insects on the shoots in this study were found

by visual searching; shoots were not beaten over a sheet or surveyed in

other ways because the shoots were for the most part in experimental plots

and could not be disturbed. The undersides of the leaves were examined

but not as thoroughly as the upper sides. When searching at night with a

flashlight, it is especially difficult to locate insects on the trunk and interior

part of the canopy. It is necessary to examine a shoot from above and/or on

all sides. Shoots over 250 cm tall are not easily examined, and the list of

insects in Table 1 undoubtedly omits some of the species that feed on taller

shoots, since no observations were made on insects feeding on shoots over

5 m tall. However, feeding damage characteristic of the species on shorter

trees is definitely present on these taller shoots.

It is probable that more than 80 percent of the species of insects that

regularily fed on occupied and unoccupied A. cornigera in the Temascal-La

Granja area are included in Table 1. There are many other species of in-

sects, representing at least 23 families, that are seen on the foligae of un-

occupied shoots; these are not listed as there is no evidence that they feed

on A. cornigera.
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Mammals us defoliators. In addition to the insects listed in Table 1, there

are some mammals in the Temascal area that eat the foliage of A. cornigera

under certain circumstances. In no case examined was the interaction be-

tween ant, acacia and mammal found to be as clear as that between ant, acacia

and insects. The brocket deer (Temazate: Mazama americana temama),

burro, horse, and cow were examined in this context. Of prime importance

was the determination if these animals would eat A. cornigera in the absence

of P. jerruginea. None of these animals have the direct impact on A. corni-

gera that phytophagous insects do, but cattle may drastically alter the structure

of the vegetation and thereby have a strong indirect effect on A. cornigera.

Brocket deer. In past years, brocket deer have been common in the

Temascal area, and their tracks were occasionally seen during this study.

There is no evidence that they entered the experimental plots. Since they

could have been an important herbivore in past years, the following observa-

tions were made to determine the reaction of a brocket deer to A. cornigera

and P. jerruginea. A tame female (three years old) was used; she had never

been allowed to feed outside of the owner's yard and he was convinced that

she had no previous experience with A. cornigera.

She readily ate shoot tips and mature foliage from A. cornigera that did

not have ants outside of the thorns (Fig. 17). These lateral branches (40-70

cm long) were cut from occupied shoots, and the ants shaken and picked

oflf. The branches had fully developed type A thorns, intact mature leaves,

and undamaged shoot tips. The deer nipped off the shoot tips and mature

leaves with its molars or incisors. Large mature leaves often have raches or

petioles that are too tough to bite through with the incisors, so the deer

shifted her head and bit them off with her molars. The leaves project 7-15

cm past the tips of the thorns and her thin face fit easily between the widely

spaced halves of the swollen thorns. She rarely shifted her feeding position

as a consequence of being stuck by a thorn. Occasionally, a dry and hard

swollen thorn was bitten off with the molars and chewed up with the leaf.

On one occasion, she ate 40 inflorescences that had been hand-picked from

A. cornigera.

When feeding on unoccupied A. cornigera and on other plants, she fed

rapidly. On one occasion, she ate 50 mature leaves and five shoot tips from

five branches in 12 minutes. As soon as she finished one branch, another was

offered. She would eat 15-50 shoot tips (5-10 cm long) as fast as they were

offered. The deer would not feed indefinitely on A. cornigera alone, but

when shoots of this were alternated with other acceptable plants, she would

eat until satiated.

Of the foods offered her, she had definite preferences. A. cornigera,

Malvaceae, Convolvulaceae, Leguminosae {Muciina pniriens and other

vines), grass inflorescences, and sedge inflorescences were readily accepted.
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When first feeding after a night without food, she would eat foUage of

Acacia macracantha, Acacia chiapensis and Acacia farnesiana; later she re-

fused these after having eaten a small amount of other foliage. Even after

two days of starving, she would not eat foliage (shoot tips or mature leaves

of Solanitm torvum, Bixu orellana, Croton glabellas, Eupatorium odoratum,

Calliandra houstoniana, and Bauhinia ungulata. These six plants are all

shrubs that are commonly found in heavily grazed cattle pastures.

It can be said with some assurance that the foliage of A. cornigera is not

distasteful to the brocket deer, and that the type A thorns on lateral branches

do not deter it from feeding. Following a number of days of feeding the

deer unoccupied foliage, she was offered a branch about 1 m long that was

swarming with excited workers of P. jerruginea. This was in the early

morning after the deer had passed the night without food. She was normally

not allowed to feed at night. She began to nip the leaves from the branch

immediately. Several ants ran onto her nose and facial region and began to

sting her. She stopped feeding, turned her head away, and by the use of her

very long and flexible tongue, and sharply pointed forefoot, removed the

ants. She then returned to the branch and began to feed again. Again the

ants ran on her and again she stopped feeding to remove them. This was

repeated 2-3 times before she finally turned and walked away from the

branch, leaving about one-half of the leaves still intact. About 15 minutes

later a new branch was offered to her with ants on it, and the same pattern

was repeated.

This experiment was repeated four times that morning at 15 minute

intervals, and each time her reaction was the same. On two following oc-

casions, 3 and 4 days later, the same experiment was tried again. In each

case the same thing occurred. The deer always reacted to the ants by turn-

ing casually or suddenly away from the branch and removing the stinging

ants with her tongue or forefoot. She removed all ants before she resumed

feeding; she was very sensitive to the presence of an ant biting her, stinging

her, or just running on her hair.

There were two immediate effects of her reaction to P. jerruginea. Some
leaves were often left on the branch, and she required 3-10 times as long to

remove the leaves that she did eat. However, the greatest apparent signific-

ance of this form of feeding deterrence is in neither of these direct effects.

In natural circumstances, where there are a large number of species of

plants to choose from, any factor that causes the deer to turn away from the

plant is of significance to the plant; it is unlikely that she would return to

the same plant immediately. A second point of consideration in the case

of A. cornigera is that since the deer can only reach vegetation which is less

than about 1.5 m tall, any shoot taller than this would have the most im-

portant part of the foliage (shoot tips) above the deer's foraging range.
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Burro. A six year old female burro refused to eat loose leaves, or leaves

off of branches, of unoccupied A. cornigera. These were offered many times

between September 1963 and July 1964. She rejected the foliage either on

seeing or smelling that it was A. cornigera. She did not contact the thorns

before turning away. Since she sniffed at the offered foliage, it is likely that

she recognized it by smell. When leaves of A. cornigera were cut and

offered mixed with the leaves of grasses, mints (Labiatae) or guacimo

(Guazuma ulmijolia), the acacia leaves were usually spit or sorted out of the

mixture, and the other leaves eaten. Occasionally, the acacia leaves were

chewed and swallowed with the other plant matter. This burro had previous

experience with occupied A. cornigera since there were several thousand

shoots of A. cornigera in its pasture. Since she did not eat the foliage con-

sistently under any circumstances, it is impossible to determine if her refusal

of A. cornigera is purely a function of chemical properties of the acacia or

is in some way connected with the presence of P. jerruginea.

Behind the laboratory at Temascal, another female burro grazed around

20 potted unoccupied seedlings of A. cornigera for about one month. She

never fed on the plants. However, her Weanling burro was sampling plants

behind the laboratory and ate four of the seedlings in entirety. Each shoot

had 2-5 fully developed swollen thorns on it that contained founding queens.

The leaves, stems and thorns were chewed thoroughly and he made no

attempt to spit them out. Shortly after he was observed to try, and then re-

ject, foliage o/ Callinadra hoiistoniana and Bauhinia nngidata. This indicates

that the foliage of A. cornigera is in itself not distasteful to young burros,

despite the fact that adult burros long exposed to ant-inhabited acacias were

very unwilling to eat it. In view of the reaction of the brocket deer to P.

jerruginea, it can be surmised that the avoidance of the foliage of A.

cornigera by burros is learned and enables them to avoid contact with P.

jerruginea.

A simple test of this was conducted. The air blown through a thoroughly

washed aspirator into the nose of a six year old female burro caused no reac-

tion. However, when the aspirator was filled with 100 workers of P. jerru-

ginea, the burro rapidly jerked her head away from the stream of air. Ants

were not being blown onto the burro. This experiment was repeated several

times a day for three days; after this time, she also jerked her head away from

the stream of air from a clean aspirator. It is of course possible that the

alarm odor of the ants (discussed in a later section) was merely an un-

pleasant odor to the burro. It is also possible that the alarm odor served as

an indicator of the presence of P. jerruginea; when a large mammal comes

near to, or brushes against, a heavily occupied shoot of A. cornigera, the

alarm odor can be distinctly smelled at a distance of a meter or more and

might serve to identify the acacia at night.
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Cattle. During the cool season, cattle will, on occasion, browse on A.

cornigera. In January, members of Farfan's and Torrealva's herds of cattle

were observed seeking and eating foliage from standing shoots of A. corni-

gera in the 1.5-4 m height range. Since the weather was cool (13-23° C),

there were almost no workers of P. jerrngineu outside of the thorns. The

cattle were eating mature leaves from lateral branches 1-2 m above the

ground (Fig. 27).

The availability of alternative foods at this time of year is very difficult

to evaluate. Some grasses, Convolvulaceae, Leguminosae (vines) and other

readily accepted plants are still green and are eaten by cattle. Certainly the

volume of food available is less at this time than during the rainy season, but

it is also more than during the latter part of the dry season; during this warm
dry period the cattle do not normally browse on A. cornigera. During the

following weeks, until the warm season began, these cattle were frequently

observed feeding on standing A. cornigera. A single cow would remove

Fig. 27. A seven year old cow browsing mature foliage on lateral branches ot a tall un-

occupied shoot of Acacia cornigera during the cool season (January 1964) in one of Juan Tor-

realva's pastures. A colony of Pseudomyrmex jerruginea was living in the thorns of this shoot

but it was too cold for the workers to be active outside of the thorns. This same cow was
observed to browse mature foliage from heavily occupied tall shoots that had been cut with a

machete in July 1964.
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0.25-25 percent of the mature leaves from a shoot that were less than 2 m
above the ground. During the rainy season, these cattle do not normally

browse standing shoots of A. cornigera. However, they were occasionally

observed to eat a shoot tip or mouthful of mature foliage from both occupied

and unoccupied shoots.

During the cool season, these cattle also followed people cutting brush.

At this time there was a large amount of green foliage above the browse line,

and by following the workers, the cattle could get this food. The foliage from

occupied canopies of A. cornigera was sorted out by the cattle and eaten from

the piled mixture of Croton glabellus, Banhinia iingiilata, Mimosa albida,

Helicteres guazumijolia, Coccoloba sp., and other 2-4 m tall shrubs. It should

be noted that at this time of year, occupied shoots of A. cornigera have re-

duced ant populations on the surface of the shoot.

During the rainy season, the five oldest cattle in Torrealva's herd came

to the canopy of any cut tree and began to browse. This was especially

noticeable in the case of large trees. The cattle were apparently attracted by

the sound of cutting and the movement of the other cattle toward the fallen

tree. The leaves of some of these trees are not normally eaten when the tree

is standing even if the leaves are within reach. In this case (Ateleia ptero-

carpa, Tabebuia pentaphylla, Bauhima iingulata), the cattle stop feeding

after a couple of mouthfulls. On the other hand, Guazuma iihnifolia and

Cordia alliodora are eaten readily, whether the tree is standing or cut. A.

cornigera is a special case; at this time of year (Jul.) it is almost never

browsed when standing, but when cut it is readily browsed. The cut A.

cornigera shoots had mature foliage growing at ground level and the cattle

had grazed on many other species of plants within a few inches of this foliage.

When the acacia was cut, it was not stripped of all its foliage by the cattle, but

10-75 percent of the mature leaves and shoot tips were often eaten. These

shoots normally had a thousand or more ants on their surface at the time the

cattle were feeding, but relatively few of these ants found their way onto the

cattle due to the disorganization of the colony on a newly cut acacia. The cat-

tle did not show an obvious response to the few ants that found them. It ap-

peared that the ant was not able to sting through the skin either on the bare

nose or the hairy face to a sufficient depth for the cow to feel it. The cow's

nose was surprisingly tough or insensitive; needle-sharp spines sticking into it

often did not cause her to turn away.

The thorns of A. cornigera do not noticeably affect the cattle. They do

not recoil when stuck in the nose or cheek. A cow's long tongue reaches

around and behind the leaf, and plucks it from the branch by pulling it

toward her. Occasionally the leaf petiole is cut with the incisors. Entire new

green branches up to 40 cm long are sometimes eaten. When a cow has her
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head well among the foliage and finds herself being stuck when withdraw-

ing, she closes her eyes until her head is free.

When the cattle were feeding on standing A. cornigera during the cool

season, it was impossible to determine their reaction to P. ferritginea since

the shoots had very reduced ant populations outside of the thorns. During

the warm part of the year, both before and after the cool season, the cattle

were only very rarely observed to browse standing shoots of A. cornigera.

In the case of both occupied and unoccupied shoots, they usually turned

away from the shoot after a mouthful. However, on one occasion in late

April, an adult cow was observed to browse the mature leaves from un-

occupied shoots in treatment subplot N-1 for nearly 15 minutes. The cow

moved from shoot to shoot and did not eat more than five leaves from any

one shoot. On several occasions in the general area of plots N and O, cattle

in Farfan's herd were observed to start to take a mouthful of foliage from

heavily occupied low shoots, but then turn their heads away without taking

any further leaves. There were large numbers of excited workers on the

surface of these shoots.

When the branches or leaves of A. cornigera were offered to any of these

cattle, they were usually rejected even when offered as alternative members

of series of highly acceptabl plants {Guaziima uhnijolia, Cordia alliodora,

grasses, Labiatae, Convolvulaceae, and Fabaceae (vines)). When small

branches of A. cornigera foliage (both de-spined and with thorns) were

offered as a mixture with grass or other acceptable plants, the A. cornigera

was usually sorted by taste and/or by vision from the bunch. The acacia was

not accepted, or if accepted it was often spit out. However, two old cows

were found that would eat equal mixtures (by count) of leaves picked from

A. cornigera and G. uhyiifolia.

In summary, it can be said that at least under certain circumstances, a

brocket deer, a young burro, and numerous cattle ate the foliage of A.

cornigera. At least to these animals, it is not as distasteful as other plants

that are commonly left unbrowsed in these animals environment. This sug-

gests strongly that the repeated avoidance of A. cornigera by browsing

mammals may be due to some other factor than the taste of the plant itself.

Part of this avoidance factor maybe due to the aggressive behavior of P.

ferritginea, but considerable experimentation is necessary to settle the matter.

Contrast of A. cornigera, A. sphaerocephala, and A. chiapexsis.

While Acacia cornigera is separable from Acacia sphaerocephala on the basis

of inconspicuous but relatively consistent details of external morphology,

Pseudomyrmex ferritginea treats them as if they were the same species of

plant. The thin-walled legume characteristically found on A. sphaerocephala

is indistinguishable from the thin-walled type of legume found on A. corni-

gera in the Temascal area. The short inflorescence of A. sphaerocephala
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(Fig. 5a) is very similar to that of A. cornigera (Fig. la). It has the same

floret length and density, position on the shoot, and peduncle with a large

diameter. Though usually lacking nectaries on the leaf rachis, occasional

plants of A. sphaerocephala have been found with 1-3 nectaries distal to the

petiolar nectary. The petiolar nectaries of both species are indistinguishable

in gross morphology. The Beltian bodies of A. spuerocephula differ from

those of A. cornigera only in that those of the former are slightly broader and

have less red epidermal pigment. With the exception of the bicolored thorns

and completely untwisted type B thorns found in many parts of the range of

A. sphaerocephala, subpopulations and individuals of A. cornigera have

been found that display almost every variation in thorn form that is known
in A. sphaerocephala. While A. cornigera does not develop into low dense

mats of vegetation like those of A. sphaerocephala on sand dunes (Fig. 5b)

even when growing on sand dunes, there are many areas where A. sphaero-

cephala has an upright life form.

The principle ecological difference between these two species is that within

the study area, A. cornigera is a plant of wetter areas and A. sphaerocephala

is a plant of drier areas. Within each of their respective ranges, A. cornigera

and A. sphaerocephala have expanded into man-made disturbance sites in the

same manner and here they play ecologically equivalent roles in the plant

community. That they are two distinct species, and not merely two forms

associated with two different rainfall regimes, is shown by the following

facts. In areas where the species are sympatric, they flower at different times

of the year, and the plants are morphologically distinct from each other.

Apparent hybrids are rarely encountered. There is no doubt that the plants

determined to be A. cornigera and A. sphaerocephala in the study area are

properly associated with their type specimens.

A. cornigera has a much greater range than A. sphaerocephala but both

species are about equivalent in respect to the amount of morphological varia-

tion per unit area of range. While these two species seem very closely re-

lated, sufficient evidence is not yet available to postulate the actual course of

events that has led to their distinctness.

A. cornigera and A. sphaerocephala are much more similar to each other

than either is to Acacia chiapensis. P. ferntginea does not interact with A.

chiapensis in the same manner as it does with A. cornigera and A. sphaero-

cephala. At any particular site, A. chiapensis is extremely variable in respect

to morphology and life form. The individual plants can be arranged from

those that are phenotypically similar to the sword-thorn acacia, Acacia

macracantha, to those that look like hybrids between A. chiapensis and A.

cornigera (Fig. 3a).

The similarity of the hybrids to A. macracantha is based on the 1) pale

green leaves; 2) straight, thin, and slightly flattened thorns which are dark
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brown, swollen, and have a tough, central parenchyma; 3) very low ratios

of swollen thorns to small stipular thorns; 4) spreading life form with the

shoot canopy as wide as the shoot is tall; 5) extremely bitter tasting foliage

that has little insect damage to the shoot tips; 6) very low number and small

size of Beltian bodies produced per leaf (A. macracantha lacks Beltian

bodies); and 7) fact that the shoot is invariably not occupied by a self-

sufficient unit of P. jerntginea but always has founding queens of P. fer-

nigjnea and many thorns previously opened by founding queens {A. mac-

racantha thorns are only very rarely entered by P. jerntginea queens).

The similarity of the hybrid plants, at the other end of the range of varia-

tion, to A. cornigera is based on the 1) dark green leaves; 2) thick and round

dark brown thorns that occasionally are curved and have soft central paren-

chyma; 3) very high ratio of swollen thorns to small stipular thorns; 4)

slender life form with most thick branches being vertical; 5) bland tasting

foliage that often exhibits repeated damage to shoot tips by insects of the

same species that feed on unoccupied A. cornigera; 6) medium number and

normal size of Beltian bodies per leaf; and 7) fact that the shoot is almost

invariably occupied by a unit of P. jerntginea whose size is proportional to

the number of Beltian bodies produced by the shoot.

While it is plausible and likely, sufficient evidence is not available to

support the hypothesis that the plants which are phenotypically similar to A.

cornigera are in fact exhibiting the expression of genes or chromosomes

gained through occasional crossing between the two species. The same

genera of bees pollinate both species. In the Temascal area, most shoots of

A. chtapensis flower in January through March. However, occasional shoots

of both species are found in flower in all months of the year.

Before the existence of man-made disturbance sites in the Temascal area,

A. cornigera and A. chiapensis grew as scattered and mixed populations on

river banks and in arroyos, based on observation of the few remaining un-

disturbed sites. When man entered the area, A. cornigera spread rapidly into

the fields, pastures and roadsides. A. chiapensis has stayed in the natural

disturbance sites and is now relatively much rarer than A. cornigera. A
major reason for this is that while dissemination of seeds of A. cornigera by

birds is very common, there is no evidence of overland seed dispersion of

the seeds of A. chiapensis by birds. In the latter species the seeds are im-

bedded in a dry and to me, tasteless pulp. The legumes of A. chiapensis

often drop from the shoot before they completely dehisce and they will float

for at least an hour; they are most likely normally water dispersed.

There is a second reason why A. cornigera has spread much more rapidly

than has A. chiapensis. Like A. cornigera, A. chiapensis needs full sunlight

for normal growth. Man-made disturbance sites often grow a dense shading

canopy very rapidly. When occupied by a colony of P. jerruginea, A. corni-

\
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geru is quite capable of growing fast enough to keep above the rapidly

growing surrounding vegetation. As one moves across the range of varia-

tion of A. chidpensis, from l">eing phenotypically like A. macracantha to being

phenotypically like A. cornigera, the ability to produce a large annual vertical

height increment increases; the susceptibility to insect destruction of the

shoot tips also increases. However, these rapidly growing plants are not able

to sustain an ant colony large enough to insure freedom from insect damage.

Therefore, most of the A. chiapensis shoots do not grow fast enough to re-

main above the surrounding canopy. In natural disturbance sites, the canopy

is generally more interrupted and the plants are often able to lean out toward

the water. In these areas the slowing of growth by insect damage is not so

serious to the plant due to the lack of shading plants.

Within the study area, A. cornigera has a much greater geographic and

ecologic range than does A. chiapensis. A. chiapensis appears to be much
more closely related to the Guatemalan Acacia donnelliana Saf. and the

Costa Rican and Panamanian Acacia melanoceras Ikurling than it is to

either A. cornigera or A. sphaerocephala.

In respect to the members of the genus Acacia as a whole, the swollen-

thorn acacias possess a distinct set of characteristics. If those swollen-thorn

acacias which are consistently found to be occupied by some species of

Pseudomyrmex are separated as a group from those which are inconsistently

found to be occupied by some species of Pseudomyrmex, then Acacia cor-

nigera can be regarded as representative of the former group and Acacia

chiapensis as representative of the latter group. This is not to say that A.

cornigera is equal in all quantitative respects to a plant such as A. sphaeroce-

phala but rather that it is very similar to it in c]ualitative characteristics.

Foliar nectaries are commonplace throughout the genus Acacia in

Mexico and Central America. However, they do not reach the degree of

morphological proliferation in other species that is attained by those of the

swollen-thorn acacias. A. cornigera and A. sphaerocephala undoubtedly

produce more nectar per leaf than do any other acacias in the study area.

The leaves and their products are essential to growth and survival of the

ant colony. While A. cornigera leaves do not generally remain on the shoot

for more than a year, it is notable that during the dry season the loss of

leaves is gradual. New leaves are continually produced in axillary tufts so

that living shoots are rarely leafless. The leafless condition is common during

the peak of the dry season in other acacias in the study area and especially

those that are sympatric with A. sphaerocephala.

Within the study area, Beltian bodies are peculiar to the swollen-thorn

acacias. A shoot of A. cornigera that is growing in full sunlight, occupied

by P. jerritginea and over two years old, produces a Beltian body on the tip

of every leaf segment. Within its life span, A. cornigera undoubtedly pro-
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duces more weight of licitian bcxlies than either A. sphaeucephulu or A.

chiupensis. In contrast to the usual case with leaf parts, Beltian bodies have a

very high nutritive value; yet there is no evidence that their production by

the plant is of direct value to the plant itself. They possess a vascular trace

and appear to be a modification of the tip of the leaf segment rather than an

outgrowth of the leaf margin. The rate of leaf productifjn during the dry

season is less than 20 percent of that during the rainy season. But since small

numbers (;f new leaves are produced as leaf tufts in thorn axils, small num-

bers of Beltian bodies are produced on many shoots during the dry season.

Within the study area, there are five species of acacia that regularly bear

stipular spines which are over 3 cm long. Of these, A. cornigera, A. sphaero-

cephala, and A. chiapensis are regarded as swollen-thorn acacias; Acacia

macracantha and Acacia farnesiana are not placed in this group because they

do not have swollen thorns, are not inhabited by ants, and do not produce

Beltian bodies.

Of these five species, A. cornigera produces the largest volume of space

in its thorns (although A. sphaerocephala may rarely do just as well). As

much as one-half of this volume may be contained in the type B thorns

which are highly twisted back on themselves and are not located in the

area of most new leaf production. Both type A and type B thorns are much

shorter than their leaves. Both cattle and the Brocket Deer are not deterred

from eating mature leaves by the presence of the type A thorns on lateral

branches (Fig. 17 and 27). The long tongue of the cow and the long narrow

face of the deer are b<:jth well suited to reaching between the short, widely

spread thorns to remove leaves. The thorns contain considerably more

lignified tissue than is necessary to make them as strong as those of the same

length that are produced by A. macracantha. However, this lignification is

necessary if the thorns are to contain a large internal lacuna and still be as

strong as the solid thorns of A. macracantha which are much thinner. While

new swollen thorns are generally not produced by A. cornigera or A.

sphaerocephala during the dry season, they are produced with great regularity

during the rainy season. A. chiapensis is less consistent in its rate of produc-

tion of swollen thorns.

A. cornigera appears to have the highest growth rate of any species of

acacia in the study area. This applies to both lengthening of specific branches

and to shoot height increment. Such a trait is important to a plant which is

dependent on full sunlight for normal maturation and yet must attain this

maturation while growing among vegetation which is constantly rising in

height and producing heavy shade. Possession of a very tender shoot tip that

lacks fibrous tissue, and external epidermal modifications for protection, is

apparently associated with the very rapid rate of branch elongation.

To the author's taste, the shoot tips of A. cornigera and A. sphaerocephala
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have a pleasant bland flavor. The shoot tips of the pale-leafed form of A.

chiapensis are very bitter to the author's taste. The shoot tips of A. macra-

cantha, A. jarnesiana and seven unidentified species of Acacia in the study

area are likewise very bitter tasting. Apparently associated with the physical

tenderness and relative lack of distinctive flavoring compounds of the shoot

tips of A. cornigera, they are accepted as food by a number of insects that

normally feed on other species of plants. It is also eaten by a cricetid rodent,

the Brocket Deer, and livestock. Loss of foliage to these phytophagous

animals takes place only under special circumstances, if a large colony of

P. jerruginea lives in the shoot. It is almost guaranteed to take place if the

shoot is unoccupied.

A seedling of A. cornigera or A. sphaerocephala requires at least three

full growing seasons before it will flower in the following dry season. The
first early flower crop is produced in the fourth dry season. A sucker of A.

cornigera from a large stump may flower when only nine months old but

it usually does not flower until the end of its second dry season. The seed

does not mature until 10 to 12 months after flowering. A. chiapensis seed-

lings and regenerating suckers require one to two years longer to flower for

the first time and the seeds mature at the time of the next year's flowering.

In natural disturbance sites, reproduction of A. cornigera, A. sphaerocephala,

and A. chiapensis occurs often from direct growth from seeds as it does

from suckers from cut or burned stumps. Yet in man-made disturbance sites

that are repeatedly cleared, these three swollen-thorn acacias are heavily de-

pendent upon regeneration from root stock to maintain their existing

densities.

Throughout the study there has been no evidence that indicates that any

of the traits described above are directly dependent upon the presence of a

colony of P. jerruginea for their expression.

APPENDIX I. DETAILS OF DEFOLIATOR ACTIVITIES

Mozena tomentosa Ruckes.

Mozena tomentosa is a 2cm long brown coreid bug. The adults are present all year and
both adults and nymphs are very common during the rainy season. They feed both day and
night and suck the sap of the terminal and penultimate leaf rachis antl .'hoot tips of Acacia

cornigera. This causes permanent wilting of the portion of the leaf distal to the puncture and
cessation of growth of the punctured shoot tip. A cluster of 315 nymphs or \--\ adults may
feed on one shoot tip or axillary tuft of new leaves. With the exception of one female on the

shoot tip of Mimosa alhida, M. tomentosa was not found feeding on other species of plants.

The adults are very adept at locating young A. cornigera shoots that are submerged in dense

second growth, and are responsible for the wilted shoot tips that are very commonly found on
young shoots that are not occupied by a worker force of P. jerruginea. In an experimental plot

where the acacia sucker shoots were nearly dead following nine months of defoliation by all

types of phytophagous insects (H-1), A/, tomentosa were often the only insects that were still

attracted to the tough and calloused branches that were still living. It found the new axillary

buds almost as soon as they appeared above the epidermis. During the dry season, M. tomentosa

adults, larvae of the noctuid Coxina liadcnoides, and larvae of the gelichiid Aristotelia coraUina

were the three major active defoliators of A. cornigera.
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Workers of P. jcrniginea readily attacked adults and nymphs of M. tomciitosa. It the workers

invaded a shoot on which a bug was feeding, it sometimes required repeated attacks by single

workers to induce the bug to withdraw its mouthparts and leave. Occasionally ants wiped their

mouthparts on the leaf surface following these attacks. When a bug lit on a shoot tip that was

being patrolled, it was immediately attacked and departed. On 12 July 1964, an adult female

of M. tomentosa was placed on the shoot by the author. She was bitten 18 times in 62 seconds

as she fell from branch to branch and finally flew off the occupied shoot.

Umbonia orozimbo Fairm.

Umhonia orozimbo is a 6 mm long green and red membracid. The adults were present on

A. cornigera all year and the nymphs were found from Aug. -Jan. (Fig. 28). Adults were also

found feeding on the stems of Acacia cliiapcnsis and Acacia macracantha. While not abundant

in the adult stage, on two occasions a female was found with her brood of nymphs feeding

on the main vertical branch 20 cm below a wilted shoot tip. V . orozimbo was found both in

experimental plots and on shoots that had naturally lost their colony. When a stem covered

with nymphs was bent over to contact a queen-shoot occupied by P. jerrnginea, 82 nymphs and

the female were forced to jump olT in 2 minutes and 42 seconds due to biting and stinging

attacks by the worker ants.

Pelidnota punctulata Bates

Pelidnota punctulata is a 25 mm long rutelline scarab with yellow elytra and a green to

brown pronotum. The adults were common from June through September; they fed on the

shoot tips of A. cornigera only at night. Neither the bettle or its feeding damage was found on

other species of acacia. During the day, the beetles rested in the most heavily shaded part of

the shoot and this was usually toward the center of a mass of type B thorns. P. punctulata ate

the shoot tips of emergent shoots of all sizes. The beetles were not found in shaded sites.

Commonly, two or three beetles were found feeding on the same shoot. The beetle remained

on a single shoot for one or two nights, and during this period usually ate all the shoot tips.

Single beetles required about 30 minutes to eat a shoot tip. They then crawled down the

branch and out onto another branch to another shoot tip. P. punctulata ate 5-60 percent of the

shoot tips that were destroyed by insects during the first part of the rainy season in the control

subplots (Jun. and Jul., 1964). Once the beetles had removed the shoot tips from all of the

plants in a small area (e.g., one-fourth acre), they left and a new crop of shoot tips developed.

P. punctulata ignored the attack of P. jerruginea. Very commonly there were up to 100

workers attacking a single beetle while it fed. The only time the beetle appeared to notice was

when stung under the labrum. Then the beetle brushed off the ant with a foreleg. The beetles

were rarely found on unoccupied shoots because unoccupied shoots usually lacked undamaged
and succulent shoot tips, and the adults did not remain long on such shoots.

Diplotaxis denigrata Bates.

Diplotaxis denigrata is an 8 mm long dark brown melolonthine scarab. From late May
through the first week in August the adult beetles were commonly found feeding at night on
Acacia macracantha, Acacia chiapensis and on unoccupied shoots of A. cornigera. They ate the

shoot tips and new leaves, and flew to the plants shordy after sunset. While up to 1,000 in-

dividuals were counted on one shoot o/ A. macracantha, the number on A. cornigera ranged

from 1-50. When there were over 10 betdes on a shoot, they usually destroyed every new shoot

tip in one evening of feeding. In the area where the beetles were very common (plot M and L)

they were rarely found on shoots lacking undamaged shoot tips, but if a dying plant had as

few as one shoot tip remaining, it often had D. denigrata adults feeding on it.

Adults alighting on shoots occupied by P. jerruginea were attacked immediately and they

dropped off or flew away. On one occasion, a series of heavily occupied shoots of A. cornigera

had shoot tips eaten by D. denigrata because the evening was too cool for the ants to be active

outside of the thorns without substantial disturbance of the colony. The beetles did not provide

this disturbance. Feeding D. denigrata did not shake the foliage to any noticeable degree.

One specimen of Diplotaxis simplex Bates was also taken while feeding on A. cornigera

along with a large group of D. denigrata.

Anomoea sp.

Anomoea sp. probably A. rufifrons is a 1 cm long clytrine chrysomelid with yellow males,

and black females with a red thorax and a broad red elytral band. The adults were present from
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late May through late August and were most abundant in June. They fed during the day on

undamaged shoot tips and rested at night on the ends of lateral branches. A. ?rufifrons was a

voracious feeder and concentrated on the tips of the shoot tips. One male was observed to eat

the terminal 1 cm of a shoot tip in 16 minutes. Adults of both sexes were found feeding on

A. cliiapensis as well as on A. cornigera. Normally, A. ?rtifijro7is was found more commonly on

A. cluapensis but it became very common on the A. cornigera in the experimental plots that

lacked P. jerniginea. This beetle was the most desrtuctive of the species of clytrine chrysomelids

that fed on unoccupied A. cornigera. Its importance was accentuated because it was active during

the major part of the growing sesaon (rainy season) and was very adept at finding unoccupied

shoots that still had undamaged shoot tips.

The adult beetle was very sensitive to the approach of worker ants and usually flew from

the shoot before the approaching ant could contact it. If a worker did catch the beetle, the

beetle usually fell to the ground and eventually dislodged the ant. When the beetle flew from

the shoot, it did not return to the same plant but flew on until it found another. A female was

observed to land on 11 different occupied shoots in 3 minutes and 14 seconds and was chased

from each one by P. ferrtiginea.

Chrysobothris sp.

Chrysobothris sp. near C. midtistigmosa is a 25 mm long, brown buprestid beetle. The
adults were common throughout the year on A. cornigera and A. chiapensis. They flew readily

between the shoots and rested on unoccupied shoots at night. They were occasionally seen eating

the midribs of leaves and pinnae. The females oviposited in freshly cut stumps and shoots, and
in dying shoots that were still standing. The larvae were occasionally found to kill shoots with

a 1.5-3 cm basal diameter by internal girdling. They were a very common cause of mortality to

unoccupied living stumps of both A. cornigera and A. chiapensis.

The adults walked with a quick, jerky pace that attracted the patrolling and cleaning workers

on occupied shoots. Usually, a single ant attack was sufficient to cause the beetle to fly from the

shoot; it then flew directly to another shoot. The larvae were unaffected by the presence of the

ants since they are under the bark.

Acanthoscelides oblongoguttatus Fahr.

Acanthoscclides oblongoguttatus is a 6 mm long, mottled brown bruchid beetle. Associated

with the fact that there was a small percentage of shoots with seed pods present throughout the

year, adult beetles were likewise present throughout the jear. They were also occasionally seen on
the foliage and at the foliar nectaries of A. cornigera. This bruchid was reared only from A.

cornigera and A. sphaerocephala in this study. The larvae of the few females that found the

seed-bearing shoots at the time when the pods were still green but the seeds were blackening,

achieved 5-75 percent destruction of the seed crop. Those females that arrived later and the

ones of the first generation offspring completed the infestation of the remaining seeds. The
mature pods usually remained on the shoots long enough for at least two generations of

beetles to pass through them (2-3 months). The only seeds that survived were those that were
carried from the shoot by birds or fell to the ground after birds opened the pods, and were not

infested before leaving the shoot.

Adults of A. oblongoguttatus were most active on the pods in the late afternoon. The
worker ants that were patrolling the pods attacked them whenever they were encountered but

the beetles just flew to another pod. Since the worker ants did not bore into the pods and the

beetle larvae were insitle of the seeds, the ants had little or no effect on the larval bruchid in-

festation. Once the adults had emerged through their exit hole, the ants did not enter the pods

but other insects did.

Coxina hadenoides Guen.

Coxina hadenoides is a very common noctuid moth with a 15 mm vvingspread. The fore-

wings are finely mottled brown, white and black, and the hindwings cream with slight dark

markings. The mature larvae are about 3 cm long and 4-5 mm in diameter. They may be

yellow, gray, or brown and are characterized by two large black spots on the ventral side of

the abdomen. When resting during the daytime, a larva holds itself appressed to a branch or

else straight out from the branch at an acute angle while holding on with just the prolegs and
looks like a dead twig. The first instar antl older larvae were found at night feeding on the shoot

tips o/ A. cornigera, A. chiapensis and rarely on A. macracantha. Mature foliage was not eaten

except when the larvae were starved. During the day, the larvae rested upon unoccupied shoots.

If the shoot was occupied, they usually walked off onto other plants. The cocoon was spun in
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the leaf litter on the grounii. The moths anil larvae were present in the field throughout the

year.

C. Iiadenoides did more damage to A. corni^aa in the Temascal area than did any other

species of insect. The larvae wandered from shoot to shoot, and a third instar larva could cat

3 to 6 shoot tips in one night. The larvae fed unhindered on unoccupied shoots. The degree

of damage inflicted by C. Iiadenoides to occupied shoots was a function of the density of patrolling

and cleaning workers at night. If the attack of the workers was sufficiently strong as a larva

started onto a shoot, it turned around and left. This required more than an occasional worker.
Each worker that bit the larva was grabbed with the mandibles and forelegs and thrown from
the shoot by the larva. An attack frequency of about two workers per second for more than 2-3

seconds caused a larva to leave. If the workers came in waves, a larva coultl remove up to

four per second.

If not deterred when first climbing onto the shoot, the larvae walked to the top of the shoot.

If undamaged shoot tips were found, the larvae began to feed almost immediately. The
workers cleaning and patrolling in the area of the shoot tip usually attacked immediately and
were thrown from the shoot. If the frequency of attack was high enough (about 2 workers per

second) a larva would run down onto a thorn or leaf and take up a resting or defensive posi-

tion. In the latter case, the larva backed out onto the thorn, with its head toward the branch
and held about 5 mm above the surface. The attacking workers usually contacted the larva

just anterior to the first pair of prolegs and were easily grasped and removed.

On 3 July 1964, a last instar larva that was placed on an occupied shoot at 9:00 a.m., was
backed into a defense position on a type A thorn on a lateral shoot. In 32 minutes, it threw 75
workers off of the shoot. If the evening becaine cooler and worker activity outside of the thorns

decreased, the resting larvae moved back to the shoot tip to feed. As many as seven larvae were
found on the single shoots that normally had a large worker force outside of the thorns but for

some reason did not on that particular night.

First and second instar larvae were not strong enough to throw ants off of them but they

ran (looped) almost as fast as the workers. When chased off the shoot, the larvae often dropped
a few centimeters on a silk thread and later climbed back up to the leaf. The only shoots that

went through an entire growing season without being damaged at least occasionally by C. Iiade-

noides were regenerating suckers from large stumps which were occupied by a very large queen-
unit which hail moved in from the canopy of the cut shoot.

On one occasion, a worker was observeil to bite a larva of C. Iiadenoides bchinJ the head in

such a manner that the larva could not grab the worker. However, each time the worker brought
her gaster around to sting, the larva bit the gaster and the worker retracted. After about 15

minutes of this struggle, the author picked up the larva . The larva regurgitated a clear fluid

onto the author's fingers. Some of this contacted the worker and she was completely paralyzed

in less than 5 seconils.

Syssphinx mexicana Bsdv.

Syssplnnx mexicana is a yellow syssphingitl moth with 5 cm wingspread. The larva is green

with silver and red markings; when fully mature it is three inches long and 1.5 cm in diameter.

Both adults and larvae were present from late May through September. The eggs were glued
in rows of 2-5 eggs on a leaf midrib, thorn or branch. Egg parasites were found in one eg,^

clutch. The eggs required 6 days to hatch and the larvae matured in about 20 days. Starved
larvae pupated when about one half normal size and produced apparently normal but smaller

ailults. The larvae burrowed into the surface litter to pupate. Out of 51 last instar larvae col-

lected in the last two weeks of July, 28 were parasitized by 1-4 large tachinid larvae. Five

larvae consumed essentially the entire crop of mature leaves of a 200 cm tall shoot (approximately
200 leaves) during their maturation.

When ovipositing, the female was attacked by any workers of P. feiriiginea that were present.

She hung on the branch or thorn and curled her abdomen up to lay the eggs on the upperside of

her support. The abdomen and legs are covered with a dense yellow pile. When the workers
bit her, they only succeeded in pulling out a tuft of this pile. Workers found the moth's abdomen
difficult to walk on and fell off frequently. It took the female about five seconds to lay five

eggs. On a shoot with many active workers, about five workers attacked her while she was
ovipositing on a lateral branch. More than six larvae or eggs were not found on a single oc-

cupied shoot. The adult female usually flew 3 to 15 m between ovipositings. She did not
oviposit on plants that where below the level of the canopy. The eggs were bitten but un-
damaged by the workers but they did not persist in this attack. When eggs were found on the

shoot that were present for a day or so, there were no workers chewing on them. However,
once the larva had hatched and the smooth hard chorion was broken, the workers gradually

chewed away the remaining chorion.
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It IS not known to what extent the newly emerged larvae were attacked by workers. By

the time the larvae had reached a length of 3 cm they were not attacked by the workers patrolling

the cleaning around them. Larvae were only found on the mature leaves and confined their feed-

ing to them. They fed at night and usually rested on the underside of the leaves during the

day. When a shoot was stripped of its leaves, the larvae occasionally tried to feed on the shoot

tips. When they crawled up onto the shoot tips, they were attacked by any workers present

and usually driven ofT and back down the stem. By the time the shoot had lost its leaves, the

larvae were usually large enough to pupate and they left the shoot. After the shoot was

defoilatcd and the larvae had left, it immediately put out a new set of leaves from the thorn

axils.

If a larva was taken frotii a shoot occupied by one colony and placed on a shoot occupied by

another colony, it was usually attacked. It reacted to this attack by smearing regurgitate on

the biting and stinging worker. Workers often ran down the body of a larva on their own shoot

as if the larva was part of the plant. Even when the larva was eating foliage, workers were

observed to run across the chewing mandibles and to completely ignore the damaged area.

It appeared that the attack of the workers affected the number of eggs laid by the female.

She normally oviposited her small egg clutches on occupied shoots since these were by far the

most common ones. However, it was common to find clutches of 10-45 eggs laid on 3-4

different branches of an unoccupied shoot in an experimental plot (E-1). After these larvae

hatched, they very quickly removed the leaves (already in reduced number) and began to

wander in the plot. Some found other unoccupied shoots and completed their development.

Clutches of four or five empty egg shells were often found on shoots that had one or two
maturing larvae. Predators were almost never observed on occupied shoots except for Poltstes

which did not forage intensively on occupied shoots, apparently due to the constant attack of

the waips by worker ants. A certain percentage of the first instar larvae may have been removed

by the workers before the larvae became accepted by the colony.

The females did not appear to fly up to the canopies to oviposit on shoots that were over

3 m tall. About 2 out of each 100 shoots had larvae of 5. mexicana on them. Though loss of

mature leaves was very high, it appeared to have little effect on the plant since the shoot tips

were not destroyed, the larvae left and did not continue to eat the new foliage, and the shoot

produced a new set of leaves within two weeks.

Aristotelia corallina Wals.

Aristotelia corallina is a gelichiid moth with a 1 cm wingspread and pink, yellow and black

markings. The mature larva is 10-12 mm long with the anterior one-half of the body ringed

with black and white and the posterior one-half striped with black and white. Adults and larvae

were present throughout the year but were most abundant during the last three months of the

dry season. During these months, the larvae were very common; in plot J almost every shoot

had one to four larval webs spun among the leaves. The larval webs were spun in the tops of

shoots within the 10-50 cm size range, and during the night the larva left its web to feed on
the shoot tip. The larvae of A. corallina were in large part responsible for the lack of height

increment of shoots in this size range. During the rainy season the webbing became soaked

and this was associated with high mortality among the larvae. At this time, larvae were oc-

casionally found in the tops of taller shoots.

When a colony of P. ferriiginea invaded a shoot with the larvae and webbing of A. corallina

on it, within a matter of a day or less, all webbing and larvae were removed. On two occasions

the workers caught a larva and tore it into pieces, some of which were carried into the thorns.

Halisidota sp.

Halisidota sp. probably H. piira is an arctiid moth with a 2.5 cm wingspread. It has yellow

and brown forewings and cream colored hindwings. The larva is densely covered with long

yellow hairs. The larvae were common from September through November. They ate the new
green thorns on the shoot tips of unoccupied shoots (Fig. 29). While they did not appear to

seek the terminal point of the ;hoot tip, the last 1 cm was usually eaten along with the last

green thorn. During the fall growing season, the larvae were responsible for at Ica.t 10 percent

of the ilamaged shoot tijis in plot L. They fed at night.

Larvae of this moth placed on occupied shoots were immediately attacked by the workers.

They bit at the hairs and legs. The larvae tried to escape by running down the leaf or branch

and the workers chased them until thty ran off the end of a leaf or branch or were forced to

let go and fall. Many of the long hairs were pulled out during this harassment but the workers

could not get close enough to the body to bite the larva unless they came in from underneath
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antl bit a piolcg. The lar\;K- regurgitated on workers that were biting them. This regurgitate did

not kill the workers and often chtl not cau-e them to let go.

Rosema dentifera Draudt.

Rost'tua dcntijcru is a notoilontid moth with a 2.5 cm wingsjiread. The lorewings are bright

green and cream colored hindwings. The mature naked larva is about 3 cm long and green with

widely spaced thin black and white bars. The larvae were common from late July through

December and fed on the mature foliage of A. cornigera at night. They were found only on
shoots with a large worker force. The thin cocoon was spun in the axil of one of the lower

thorns, usually incorporating a section of a leaf into the cocoon wall.

The workers cleaned and patrolled around the resting and feeding larvae without disturbing

them. They likewise showed no reaction to the presence oi the workers. However, if a larva

was removed from a shoot occupied by one colony and placed on a shoot occupied by another

colony, it was usually attacked immediately in the same manner as were most lepidopterous

larvae. The larvae took evasive action h\ running out onto the end of a thorn and if too many
ants followcti, they jumped off. Lacking long hairs, they were very vulnerable to the workers.

R. dentifera was never found on a part of the shoot that was heavily patrolled such as a major

shoot tip. It may be that the ants did not tolerate their presence in this area just as they did not

tolterate Syssphinx mexicana larvae on the shoot tijis.

Acromyrmex octospinosus Reich

AcToniyimex octospinosus is a 5-lU mm long red attine (leaf -cutter) ant that was common in

the area. On three occasions, foraging columns were observed to remove the shoot tips, green

thorns and most of the mature leaves from a young unoccupied sucker regenerating from cut

stumps in subplot A-1 and H-1. Their damage was not founti on unoccupied and occupied

shoots that were over 100 cm tall.

When a queen-shoot was cut and placed against the base of a stump that was being stripped

by A. octospinosus, the workers of P. feirriginea that ran out onto the shoots attacked the leaf-

cutter workers immediately. These later workers cither ran or fell off the shoot and the trail

to the shoot was not maintained.

BIONOMICS OF PSEUDOMYRMEX FERRUGINEA F. SMITH

Materials and Methods

Collecting colonies. A unique feature of ants that have an obligate relationship with a plant

IS that the entire colony can be collected as a unit, killed, and later examined without having

seriously damaged the distribution of brood within the colony. The ants occupying a shoot less

than 100 cm long can best be collected by cutting the shoot into sections and dropping the pieces

into a large cyanide jar. The workers of very young colonies often can be induced to enter the

thorns b\- tapping the shoot trunk two or three times. This reduces the loss of workers when
the shoot is collected. If large numbers of workers are active on the surface of such a small

shoot, they can be easily aspirated from the surface. Except for the few knocked ofT by the blow,

cutting a shoot does not cause the ants to leave and thus the shoot can be transported to a

more convenient site for working. The ideal time to collect a large colon>' is on a cool day
(less than 21° C). At this time, a very low disturbance reaction is produced as the thorns are

stripped from the tree.

If it is necessary to collect a large unit on a hot da\', the best method is to strip the thorns

off one at a time and drop them into a laige jar in which a small strong cyanide jar has been

placed. As the thorns are removed, there often is a very strong swarming reaction on the shoot

surface. These ants are easily aspirated and the entire shoot content is obtained. When placed

in the cyanide jars, most workers die in the thorns and the brood is not thrown out. Thus, when
shoot sections or thorns are numbered, the morphology of the colony can be reconstructed.

Thorns with brood can be preserved with contents intact by dropping them directly in a liquid

preservative. Large colonies were aho collected by spreading a sheet under the shoot and spraying

the latter with parathion. After several hours had elapsed, and most of the workers outside the

thorns had dropped from the ;hoot, the thorns were stripped off. However, this method is

awkward and time consuming.
When collecting samples of workers that are seen doing particular things on the shoot

surface, extreme care must be taken not to disturb the colony so that the collection site does

not become covered with disturbed workers. If the queen is desired, she is obtained most easily
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by choosing a large colony on a shoot at least lU m from any other shoot. The four or five

largest clusters of type B thorns are stripped off and each thorn is cut open until one is fountl
packed with eggs. If the queen is not in the egg-filled thorn, she is usually in an adjacent one
having an enlarged entrance. If she is in none of these thorns, she has recently moved to an-
other thorn higher in the acacia, or the shoot contains an auxiliary-unit without a queen.
Founding queens arc easily collected by opening the thorns of 20-50 cm tall shoots that have no
workers on them. Alates are most readily obtained throughout the year by opening type A
thorns on lateral branches of shoots 3 or more m tall.

Transporting live colonies. Units can be easily transported when in the shoot. A whole shoot
is cut and tied to the outside of the car; the wind prevents the ants from leaving the thorns.
Shoots with their roots can be dug up and transplanted. The leaves usually fall off but new
leaves are produced so rapidly that the colony is not lost through starvation. The occupants of
a thorn can be kept inside by plugging the entrance with a piece of wood (a broken off

thorn tip is convenient); the workers chew through tape.

Recording ant activity outside oj the thorn. The number and distribution of worker ants
outside of the thorn is of great importance to the acacia. The most reliable fa-t counts are
obtained using a hand-counter and starting at the base or top of the shoot and moving up or
down. After this count on the main trunk, or concomitant with it, those on the lateral branches
are counted. When over 50 workers are present of the surface, it is reasonable to count by fives

or tens; this method gives about 90 percent accuracy. In making a census of this type, the
faster the counts are made the more accurate they are; workers move around on the tree but
tend to stay in one general area for 1 to 10 minutes. Only those visible from one side of the
shoot can be reaH)nably counted at one time but since there is much more lateral movement
than vertical, a count on one side only takes in 75 to 90 percent of those on the surface. The
wider and taller the shoot the less accurate the surface count is but since most experimental plots
contained roughly even-aged shoots, comparisons seem valid within the plot. There is no
strict relation between the numbers of workers on the shoot surface and the type of unit living

in it. In general, the larger the colony the more workers there are on the shoot surface under
given environmental conditions, but this is a highly variable parameter.

. Marl^ing worl^ers. Individuals can be marked with a small dot of white paint (Testor's
Dope) on the thorax or gaster. It is best to apply this with a single horsehair while the worker
pauses, since handling them introduces the possibility of injury to the ant.

Mating flights. Once the site of a mating flight of P. jerritginca is locatetl it is very simple
to observe mating behavior in detail. Mating activity usually continues well into the early day-
light hours and can be closely observed by climbing the object around which the swarm is

taking place. The presence or absence of an early morning mating flight is easily recorded by
hanging a 20 x 20 cm piece of sheet metal covered with sticky tree-banding compound high up
on telephone poles or on the fronds of prominent outstanding palms in the area. Both males and
females adhere to the surface.

Maintaing laboratory colonies. The reactions of workers to brood and reproductives is best
tletermincd by observing laboratory colonies in glass tubing. Large colonies (over 500 workers)
can be maintained in the laboratory by feeding them honey and Beltian bodies. The colonies
are started by stripping about 30 of the largest thorns off of a 180 cm queen-shoot. These thorns
are then chilled in the freezer compartment of a refrigerator until the workers are immobile.
The contents of six thorns are then dumped into a 14 by 500 mm glass tube with one end
plugged with cotton and a strip of paper toweling within the tube. Five of these tubes are laid

at right angles across six 4 by 400 mm glass tubes that are supported 10 inches above a 100 x 50
cm metal sheet. The margins of this sheet are ringed with tree-banding compound. Water
moats are unsuccessful since large numbers of workers drown themselves. Honey is dripped on
plastic strips laid parallel to the large diameter tubes. To proviile Beltian bodies a shoot tip with
several mature subtending leaves is placed in a bottle of water of the metal sheet so as to con-
tact the tubes. Any swollen thorns on the shoot tip arc clipped. To provitlc new ;hoot tips,

the 5-10 workers on the wilted shoot tip have to be sacrificed.

The chilled workers revive almost immediately and after a day pile the brood at one site

in ea:h of the big tubes. After a period of several days to a week, the queen and her tube's

contents are moved by the workers into one of the long 4 mm diameter tubes. Gradually the
remainder of the brood is moved into these narrow diameter tubes. For the first week, the
colony is given only honey and the queen becomes less physogastric and ceases egg production.
When a shoot tip is presented, Beltian body harvest occurs immediately. Within 6 to 12 day.-,

the queen regains her physogastric condition and egg laying is resumed. These colonies appear
relatively normal and workers patrol the outside of the glass tubes in much the same manner
as they patrol a shoot. They collect the major part of the honey just before dawn even though
it is available for 24 hours. The queen with her eggs remains roughly segregated from the
other brood in one of the narrow tubes but larvae are present in other parts of the same tube. The
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queen moves arountl much more tlian she woultl have been abel to in a tliorn on ihc shoot.

Founding queens with their first brood and a few workers can be kept temporarily in pill-

boxes with cover-slip glass tops. A small vial of honey is placed inside. Groups of workers with

brood can also be kept in this manner.

Svstematics. Substantial confusion has surrounded the taxonomy of the

reddish-brown pseudomyrmecine ant discussed at length in this paper. With

the exception of the type description (F. Smith, 1S77), Pseudomyrmex

jerruginea has been primarily discussed in the literature as Pseudomyrmex

belli julvescens Emery (1890) or Pseudomyrmex julvescens Emery (1890).

Emery's type specimen has clearly come from the population discussed in

the present paper; F. Smith's type from Mexico (contained in the British

Museum) has kindly been compared with representative specimens from

eastern Mexico by Dr. I. H. H. Yarrow and there is little doubt that the

common reddish-brown obligate acacia-ant in eastern Mexico is P. jerruginea.

The rare, smaller and yellower obligate acacia-ant in eastern Mexico is

Pseudomyrmex nigrocincta Emery (1890); it becomes progressively more

abundant along the Pacific lowlands of Central America down to Costa Rica.

See Janzen (1967a) for a discussion of the taxonomic problems associated

with the obligate acacia-ants in Central America.

A few species of ants besides P. ferruginea (Fig. 40) may be found living

in dead or live swollen-thorn acacias within the study area. Since these ants

do not have the same influence on the ecology of the swollen-thorn acacias as

does P. jerruginea, these ants are mentioned below so that a shoot inhabitated

by them is not recorded as being occupied by P. jerruginea. The other two

species of Pseudomyrjnex occasionally found living in live swollen-thorn

acacias, Pseudomyrmex nigrocincta and Pseudomyrmex gracilis mexicana

Roger are discussed in the section entitled OTHER ACACIA-ANTS IN

THE STUDY AREA. At least three other species of Pseudomyrmex may

be found on very rare occasions living in thorns opened by other ants; they

use these thorns in the same manner as hollow twigs. Ants in the genus

Crematogaster often live in the thorns of large dead or living unoccupied

swollen-thorn acacias. They enter through entrances made by founding

c]ueens and workers from previous occupation, and though the holes made

by microlepidoptera and zygopine weevils when the adults leave the thorn.

These latter holes are usually on the sides of the thorn, or near the base. In

the population of A. sphaerocephala growing along the dunes south of

Veracruz, Crematogaster is the usual occupant of the plant. Crematogaster

is most easily distinguished from P. jerruginea by the former's small size

(2-4 mm long), petiole attached to the dorsal side of the gaster, heart-

shaped gaster, and slow rate of movement. Camponotus planatus Roger is

occasionally found living in thorns on unoccupied, and more rarely oc-

cupied, shoots; it cuts its own entrance holes and/or uses those made by
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Fk;. 28. A brood ol iiyniplis of Uinhonia oroziniho on an unoccupied 111) cm tall shoot of

Acacia cornigeia in subplot N-1. The adult female is out of sight above the brood. When
this stem was placed on an occupied shoot, the workers of Pseiidomyrmcx jerruginea chased the

mcmhracids from the shoot. Photo November 1963.
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Fig. 29. Thorn and shoot tip damage by the larva of Haliiodota probably H. ptna. This

was the terminal node of an unoccupied Acacia cornigera in subplot J- 1 in November 1963. The
shoot was 20 cm tall. Mandibular scars can be ;cen on both sides of the thorn. The feeding

damage of tettigoniid grasshoppers is very similar to this.
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/'. jerntginea. These entrances are larger and rounder than those of P.

ferruginea. C. planatiis is a short, broad ant (4-6 mm long) with a spherical

gaster and one petiolar segment (P. jerntginea has two petiolar segments).

It has a reddish-brown head and/or thorax, and a black gaster.

Distribution. The geographic distribution of P. jerntginea in the study

area is congruent with the combined ranges of A. cornigera, A. sphaeroce-

phala, and A. chiapensis (Fig. 6). The ecological distribution of P. jer-

ntginea is discussed in the later section entitled ENVIRONMENTAL
REQUIREMENTS. Aside from seedlings or suckers less than a year old,

single unoccupied shoots of A. cornigera and A. sphaerocephala are only

occasionally encountered. No local populations of these two swollen-thorn

acacias are known or reported without colonies of P. jerntginea, except for

a band of A. sphaerocephala about 30-3000 meters wide immediately ad-

jacent to the high-tide line on the ocean beach from a point about 3 miles

south of the city of Veracruz, south to Anton Lazardo. Shoots of A.

chiapensis frequently lack a colonoy of P. jerntginea.

P. jerntginea was not collected thorughout the study area, at every site

where it was observed. However, enough samples were taken to assure that

its distribution shows continuity and discontinuity in the same manner as

that of the swollen-thorn acacias. The geographic range of P. jerntginea,

like that of A. cornigera, has apparently not been greatly extended by man's

disturbance of the vegetation. However, prior to human destruction of most

natural plant communities in the study area, the distributional pattern of

P. jerntginea was the network of arroyos, rivers, and ocean beaches. Man's

activities have filled the lacunae in this network with many acres of highly

suitable habitats for A. cornigera, A. sphaerocephala, and P. jerntginea. Now
these two acacias and their ant have a much more continuous distribution.

Morphology of Individuals. Morphology oj immature stages. When
foliar nectar and Beltian bodies are available, the large white cylindrical eggs

are laid continually by the single colony queen. They are only very slightly

sticky, and clusters of them are easily shaken apart.

Numerous pseudomyrmecine larvae are described by Wheeler and

Bailey (1920) and Wheeler and Wheeler (1956). Pseudomyrmex jerntginea

is treated in both papers under the name Pseudomyrmex belti subsp. jul-

vescens. As is the case with most pseudomyrmecine larvae, those of P. jer-

ruginea are elongate with well developed dorsal hooked hairs. These hairs

serve as anchors to hold the larva in place on the slanting inner walls of the

hollow thorns, and on other larvae. The larvae range from 0.7 mm (first

instar larvae) to 6.7 mm (larvae that will produce alates) in length. Well

fed larvae are nearly circular in cross section, but under starvation conditions

a deep longitudinal ventral depression develops; at this time the larva be-

comes shorter and much of the visible white fat body disappears. The inactive
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prepupa is easily distinguishable from the larva by the former's lack of

dark gut contents. The pupae are not enclosed in a cocoon. Development

from newly laid egg to freshly emerged worker takes about 35 days during

the dry season and rainy season. Since the larvae can live at least a month

without food, shortage of food undoubtedly lengthens this time of develop-

ment.

Morphology of worker. Form. P. femiginea is a representative, medium
sized pseudomyrmecine. The worker has short legs and an elongate body

that is held low to the substrate. The large convex compound eye covers

about one-half of the side of the head. The ocelli are well developed. The

head is wider than the thorax and bears short mandibles with 3-4 teeth. The

two petiolar segments are sufficiently flexible to allow the sting to be

brought to bear on any point touching the worker. The small, tear-drop

shaped gaster is carried straight out to the rear.

Dimensions. While there are distinct behavioral roles within the colony,

the workers display monophasic allometry in respect to head width con-

trasted with thorax width (terminology of Wilson, 1953). From Figure 30

it can be seen that there may be considerable variation in thorax width for

a given head width but there is no indication in any of the colonies examined

of polyphasic allometry or dimorphism among the workers.

There are obvious size differences among the workers of colonies of all

ages. Workers range from 3.5-7.0 mm in length. The workers produced
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by a colony living in a young shoot become progressively larger until the

colony is about two years old. This change may be in part due to the in-

creasing amount of food that is generally available to the colony as it grows.

It is also associated with the increasing efficiency of older workers to harvest

food. In figure 31, the head widths of workers (A: X=1.002 mm, s.d.=0.0026)

from a relatively young colony (345 workers) and the head widths of 345

workers (B: X=1.084 mm, s.d.=0.035) from a three year old colony are plotted

(about 5,000 workers). Measurements of other colonies indicate that these

two histograms may be regarded as two successive stages in the development

of worker size in a colony, with (B) being close to the maximum. The work-

ers representative of the size and age class in the first histogram (A) have

probably all died in the colony from which the second sample was drawn

(B). However, this latter colony still is producing an occasional worker

in the size class represented by histogram (A) in Figure 31. The significance

of this to an occupied shoot is that not only do older colonies have more

aggressive workers, but they have larger workers as well.

Variation in color. Throughout the study area, the gaster of P. ferriiginea

varies from reddish-yellow to black, but teneral workers require about three

weeks to be completely darkened. Other body parts range from yellow to

dark brown. In the Temascal area, the integument of the teneral worker

is pale yellow to beige at the places where it will be reddish-brown when
fully tanned. It is purple-gray where it will be black. The two most common
color phases are some shade of light reddish-brown with slight or no darken-

ing of the gaster, and some shade of reddish-brown with a very dark brown

gaster. These are found throughout the study area. All intergrades of these

two patterns may occur in one colony but usually the colony conforms to

one color phase or the other. Colonies with very dark workers are found

scattered throughout the study area (most commonly around Veracruz and

Tampico). In the Temascal area there were several colonies with almost

yellow workers. By far the commonest color phase is that with the dark

gaster. There is no evidence that these color patterns represent sibling species.

Temporary variation in form. When collecting nectar, a worker visits

many successive foliar nectaries. The gaster sometimes enlarges as much as

three times the usual volume and the sclerites become separated like those

of a physogastric queen. When a worker is confined without fluids for a

period of two or more days, the volume of the gaster drops to about one-half

that usually observed.

Morphology of dates. Female. The alate female does not differ from

the worker in form except in the longer head, two times larger ocelli,

greater body size, and thorax modified for flying. While larger than the

workers, alate females are much less variable in size. They range from 7.7-8.2



Interaction of the Bull's-horn Acacia with an Ant Inhabitant 397

180

160

UO

120

100

HEAD WIDTH ACROSS EYES (mm)

Fig. 31. Frequency distribution histogram A is the head widths across the eyes of all the

members of a 345 worker colony of P. jerrt<ginea. This colony was about one year old.

Histogram B is the head widths across the eyes of a sample of 345 workers from a colony

about three years old with about 5,000 workers. Both colonies were collected from Acacia

cornigera about 7 km east of Temascai.
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mm in total length (sum of mandibles, head, thorax, petiole, postpetiole, and

gaster).

The color changes that take place as the teneral worker ages are the

same as those described for the worker. The alate females have the same

color phases that the workers do. Usually the color phase of the queen of a

colony matches that of the workers and alate females in the colony, but on

two occasions a queen with a pale gaster was found with workers with dark

gasters.

When a founding queen is gathering nectar from the foliar nectaries, her

gaster increases to about twice the usual volume. The gaster of a fully

physogastric queen may be as large as 7 mm long and 3-4 mm wide. In this

case, the sclerites are about 0.75 mm apart. The normal dimensions of a

founding queen's gaster are about 2.5 mm long by 1.5 mm wide. Under

starvation conditions, the colony queen's gaster returns to nearly normal size

within two weeks.

Male. The males are representative, medium sized pseudomyrmecines

(7.9-8.2 mm long, including mandibles). Like the alate females, they vary

little in size. The compound eye is very large and protruberant, covering

nearly one-half of the side of the head. The ocelli are very prominent (0.15

mm in diameter) ; this development is very likely associated with the mating

flight which begins before dawn.

Colony Morphology and Development. Structure of colonies in single

shoots. A Pseudomyrmex ferruginea colony is initiated when a dealate queen

opens an acacia thorn for her own use, or occupies a thorn opened by an

earlier worker or founding queen. This occurs at all times of the year. From
this single thorn the colony grows to occupy, either by use for brood or by

patrolling, all of the thorns on the shoot. Under the proper circumstances,

the colony also spreads to other shoots of swollen-thorn acacias. Thus, the

mature colony lives in and on a series of dispersed containers (thorns) with

exposed routes connecting them (branches of the shoot or trails between

shoots). Since a colony confined to one shoot has a different structure from

one living in several shoots, the former condition is discussed separately from

the latter. The variation in colony structure is primarily a function of shoot

age and form, colony age and history, and time of year.

Location of the queen. The shoot in which the founding queen settles

may have from one to at least 2,400 thorns. In younger shoots (1-200 thorns)

she is alone or shares the shoot with as many as 34 other founding queens

that have colonies in various stages of development. In a shoot that lacks an

active worker force, the founding queens may be in almost any thorn with

at least one side over 15 mm long. On 23 Jul. 1964 the 90 thorns on 29 shoots

in subplot J-1 contained 14 founding queens without any brood, 23 founding

queens with eggs only, 28 founding queens with eggs and larvae, 10 founding
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queens with eggs, larvae and pupae, and one founding queen with eggs,

larvae, pupae and three workers. There were 2 thorns with more than one

founding queen and each of these thorns had two entrance holes. All thorns

were under 90 days old. Of the 16 remaining thorns, 5 had no entrance, 3

were damaged or rotten, 2 had dead queens, 3 were empty, 1 had a salticid

spider web, and 1 harbored a colony of a small yellow Solenopsis. The maxi-

mum age of these thorns is known because all thorns were clipped from

these shoots on 25 Apr. 1964. The shoots had a mean height of 28 cm (s.d.=9

cm) and were among herbaceous and woody sucker regeneration in a fallow

corn field.

In large unoccupied shoots having over 200 thorns, founding queens tend

to be in the type A thorns on lateral branches. Damaged or old rotting thorns

are usually only tenanted by queens that are hiding and usually when all

other thorns are tenanted. There is no indication that thorn size influences

the probability of the founding queen, becoming the queen whose colony

eventually controls the entire shoot, and destroys the other incipient colonies.

Isolated sucker shoots over a year old and seedlings over two years old

(often over 100 thorns) usually contain a queen-unit. The consequence is a

reduction, often to zero, in the number of founding queens present. In such

a shoot, the few founding queens present are found in rotting thorns, or

thorns very marginal to the general area of thorns, leaves and growing points.

The number of founding queens in other parts of a shoot reflect the size,

age and type of unit, i.e., whether a queen-unit or auxiliary-unit.

During the latter part of the dry season (Mar.-May) and during the cool

season (Dec.-Feb.) there is a reduction in the number of searching queens

in the field with a consequent reduction in the number of founding queens

in the thorns. Even so, on the average there is still more than one founding

queen per regenerating shoot. This reduced number could increase produc-

tion of incipient colonies since it could lower competition among founding

queens for thorns, Beltian bodies and nectar. On the other hand, there is

high mortality among the small colonies that have only eggs and larvae. If

this is due to some inherent physiological cause, such that it is necessary to

have many queens starting to get a few maturing colonies, then the periods

following the cold and dry weather might be expected to show a lowering

in production of mature colonies. In fact, the rate of colony production at

this time is not lowered.

Until there are 15-20 workers, the queen stays in the same thorn with all

of her brood and most of the workers. However, she may move with all

of her colony members to a new thorn. On 27 May 1964, 21 sucker shoots

with a mean height of 33 cm (s.d.=23 cm) were dissected. The surrounding

vegetation was 100-150 cm tall and was completely burned on 1 Dec. 1963.

On 13 Jan. 1964, only 66 of the 142 thorns on these new shoots had founding
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queens in them. During September, there would have been greater than 95

percent occupation by founding queens. In May, the dissected shoots had

210 thorns with no entrance holes; 83 empty thorns with no founding queen;

23 thorns, each with a founding queen and eggs (138 eggs); 10 thorns, each

with a founding queen, eggs, and larvae; 3 thorns, each with a founding

queen, eggs, larvae, and pupae; 55 thorns, each with a founding queen, eggs,

larvae, pupae and workers ( mean number of workers per thorn was 3.7,

s.d.=3.1) ; and 2 thorns occupied by one small expanding colony (12 workers).

The largest colony had 16 workers and had a maximum age of 163 days.

The founding queen can not stay in the same thorn throughout the life

of the colony. By the time a queen has produced 10-40 workers, her gastric

sclerites begin to separate. By the time she has 100-300 workers she is usually

completely physogastric. At some undetermined time she moves into one

of the largest thorns on the shoot, usually an undamaged, 1-6 months old

type B thorn. This thorn is roughly in the center of the present year's thorn

and leaf mass. As the location of the thorn mass moves upward with the

growth of the tree, she changes thorns at least 1-3 times per year. She there-

fore remains roughly in the center of the thorn mass in one of the largest

thorns.

Placement of brood. In the early stages of colony development, most of

the brood is located in the same thorn as the queen. Founding queens are

usually accompanied by 4-15 eggs before the first larvae are present. These

eggs are usually scattered separately in the lowest part of the thorn. During

the first 2-9 months of shoot regeneration in an area completely cleared of

old colonies, queens with only eggs, or with eggs and a few larvae, are most

commonly encountered. As more members are added to the colony, it re-

mains in the original thorn until it is packed with brood and adults. Egg
production remains low at this time; this first thorn usually contains less

than 50 eggs.

As the worker force grows, control of new thorns is gained (e.g. 1 thorn,

11 workers; 2 thorns, 19 workers; 5 thorns, 55 workers; 13 thorns, 125

workers). As the number of workers in the colony increases, the percentage

of thorns used for brood decreases to a level of about 50 percent. This per-

centage is highest during periods of shoot growth activity which is highest

in the rainy season and lowest toward the end of the dry season. At the end

of the dry season, entire trees may be abandoned. This low use of thorn

space is in part associated with the unsuitable nature of some thorns for the

brood. It is also associated with a lack of food. About 50 percent of the

leaves produced are subtended by swollen thorns. If the Beltian bodies

produced by the four leaves associated with 2 swollen thorns are only suffi-

cient to support the larvae of one thorn until four more leaves are produced,

then only about 50 percent of the thorns available to the colony can contain
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brood (based on the fact that only 50 percent of the leaves have swollen

thorns). It is probable that the number of Beltian bodies produced by two

leaves is not sufficient to nourish a thorn full of brood to the adult stage.

Even when there is a surplus of Beltian bodies the colony is not able to

grow fast enough to use all of the old thorns and the new thorns that are

produced with the new leaves. On this basis, a colony provided with the

products of a single shoot could never fill all the thorns of one year with

brood, especially since it has last year's thorns to fill as well.

The number of larvae in a brood thorn is variable. The upper limit of

brood dispersion among the brood-thorns is probably a function of worker

efficiency. On any given shoot, the number and volume of brood in a thorn

is only roughly proportional to the size of the thorn. As the proportion of

later instar larvae in a thorn increases, the number of larvae in the thorn

decreases.

When the colony is first expanding, the worker force occupies those thorns

that it can and uses them for brood. These are often, but not necessarily,

adjacent to the thorn occupied by the queen. Relatively soon, when the

colony has 4-8 thorns and 40-100 workers, new green thorns are occupied

as they appear. As control of the entire shoot is achieved by destruction of

competing colonies, the brood-thorns are chosen so that the brood is con-

centrated roughly in the center of the mass of thorns and the degree of ex-

pansion from this center is a function of the amount of brood. Colonies five

or more years old often have the brood-thorn area fragmented into clusters

that are spread throughout the canopy and are located closer to the major

areas of new leaf production than to the center of the canopy.

The area of thorns with brood is effected by the dynamics of A. corni-

gera. As the area of 1-2 year old thorns moves upward with growth of the

shoot, so does the area of brood thorns. This area roughly conforms in shape

to the shape of the canopy of the shoot. This is one way in which the colony

structure can be influenced by the surrounding vegetation. Slender shoots

have long, thin brood areas, while spreading shoots have laterally extended

brood areas.

Within the brood area there are occasional empty thorns. These often

are green, damaged (thorn cavity opened), or strongly distorted (only one

side of the thorn swollen). These thorns rarely lack entrance holes. The

number of empty thorns in the brood area increases and the brood area be-

comes smaller as 1) the colony becomes senescent in old shoots, 2) the

growth rate of the colony decreases due to lack of food during the cool and

dry season, or 3) the number of thorns produced increases without conco-

mitant colony size increase. The number of thorns available to the colony

increases during the first 3-4 years of colony growth and then decreases.
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The number of immature individuals in a colony increases from year to

year. In a shoot old enough to react to the cool or dry season by reduction

in growth rate, the rate of increase in larvae is highest during the first six

months of the rainy season and slows to zero only with cessation of all new

leaf production during the cool or dry season. Except when starving, the

colony always has eggs present. The rate of egg production approaches zero

when the queen moves to a new thorn but is re-established immediately

following her settlement in a new thorn. With the exception of eggs, there

is no segregation of the immature forms between thorns. There is a sug-

gestion that the new first instar larvae (or eggs) are brought to the brood

thorn in even-aged groups but during their growth are reshuffled through

the thorns and unevenly fed. This results in the thorough mixture of instars

and sizes found in most brood thorns. Green to tan thorns that are less than

two weeks old are often found with all larval ages, sexes, and castes in them.

The eggs are partially segregated from other brood. Except when the

physogastric queen has recently moved into a new thorn, she is accompanied

by 400-800 eggs, 0-70 first instar larvae, and 0-10 later instar larvae. Pupae

are normally absent from the thorn with the queen in it. This quantity of

brood occupies about 1.2 cc or 60 percent of the volume of the thorn with

the queen in it. The eggs are not clustered but adhere very lightly to each

other and can be shaken apart. Other eggs in the colony are found in three

places. Small groups of 5-40 are occasionally found in brood thorns with

first and later instar larvae. These eggs apparently represent a new cohort

ready to begin growth in the thorn. Commonly the thorn next to that of the

queen is as full of eggs as is the one with the queen. These eggs are occasion-

ally accompanied by small numbers of larvae of all instars and pupae. Oc-

casionally a large thorn full of eggs is found 20-60 cm below that occupied by

the queen. This thorn is in various stages of being filled with the normal

large numbers of larvae and pupae. It has an enlarged entrance and is the

thorn previously occupied by the queen.

Alate brood appears during the second year of colony growth and is mixed

with worker brood. Brood of both sexes may be found in the same thorn.

The larvae of the first alate forms appear in the margins of the brood-thorn

area (type A thorns near the ends of lateral branches). During the third

year of colony growth, alates are found in progressively higher numbers and

closer to the central area of brood thorns. After the third year, alate last

instar larvae and pupae may be found in almost any brood-thorn except the

queen-thorns. Alates are often the last adults to be produced by a dying

colony or fraction of a colony. Contrary to the usual case with temperate

ants, alate brood is present all year.

Distribution of the worker force. Worker numbers increase throughout

the year, if Beltian bodies and nectar are available and diurnal temperatures
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stay above the 24-27° C. level. Increase in worker numbers during the cool

and dry season is probably insignificant in comparison to that when large

numbers of Beltian bodies are available during the rainy season. The leaves

of the flowering branches that are produced during the later part of the dry

season bear enough Beltian bodies to cause a small increase in worker num-

bers. A colony occupying sucker regeneration less than six months old is

likely to have sufficient food for growth because shoots of this age from large

stumps continue to grow during the dry season. The size of a colony is more

strongly associated with the number of growing seasons passed than its age

in months.

In determining the number and distribution of workers in a colony, very

young colonies may present some difficulty. Usually a shoot with numerous

small colonies has one larger colony occupying several thorns and several

small colonies occupying only one thorn each. A representative shoot might

have 16 thorns: three empty, five with founding queens and only eggs, five

with founding tjueens with eggs, larvae and one to five workers, and three

that are packed with brood and workers. Two of the last three thorns would

lack a queen and one would have a partly physogastric queen. In this ex-

ample, the six colonies would have 1, 2, 2, 2, 5, and 31 workers, respectively.

Almost all of the workers found outside of the thorns would belong to the

last colony.

A shoot with a colony of 200-400 workers, or more, is cleaned of other

small colonies by the worker force; counting the workers is therefore no

problem. From these low levels, the colony may increase to as high as

12,269 workers in 930 days. This colony was an exceptionally rapidly grow-

ing colony in that its shoot appeared to have continued to grow throughout

each dry season and therefore the colony grew as well. A more representative

colony of this age would have 4000-8000 workers. The actual number of

workers produced by the large colony during the 930 days undoubtedly

was much higher. A correlation between shoot size or age, and number of

workers is only found where a colony occupies a single shoot. The oppor-

tunity for the colony to disperse and occupy shoots with different histories

destroys this correlation.

In using the age of a sucker shoot to determine the possible age of the

colony, care must be taken to use shoots that are growing in areas that were

burned as well as cut. The following examples of carefully aged colonies

will give some idea of the growth rate of colonies of P. jerruginea. (1) In

May 1963, a cornfield that had lain fallow for one year was burned. On 26

Jan. 1964, the 14 tallest shoots in a one acre section of this field had a mean

height of 90 cm (s.d.=32 cm). The mean number of workers per shoot was

146 (s.d.=117). However, 12 of the 14 shoots had more than one young colony

with workers in it. These 12 shoots had 101 founding queens and over



404 The University Science Bulletin

one-half of the queens had workers in their thorns. This pasture was heavily
grazed until Sept. 1963. (2) In Dec. 1962, a brushy pasture along the south
margin of plot C was cleared and burned. In Oct. 1963 the ten tallest shoots
in a one acre section in the center of this pasture had a mean height of 111

cm (s.d.=14 cm). Each shoot contained a single large colony and 0-6 found-
ing queens. None of the founding queens had anything other than eggs
in their thorns. The mean number of workers in the ten maturing colonies

was 306 (s.d.=1.27). This pasture was lighdy grazed during the entire period
of colony growth. (3) In Jan. 1962, a brushy pasture along the south side of
plots L and M was cleared and burned. In March 1964, nine shoots were
chosen so as to be so far from other shoots that they would lack auxiliary

units. They had a mean height of 294 cm (s.d.=37 cm) and each shoot con-
tained a single colony with no founding queens. Each colony queen was
fully physogastric. The mean number of workers per colony was 1149
(s.d.=297).

Workers are not found outside the thorns unless they are collecting

Beltian bodies or nectar, until the colony has 50-100 workers and patrolling
begins. Until control is gained over most of the thorns, so that the brood
can be distributed and need not be packed in the thorns, the number of
workers per thorn with brood remains high (20-40). By the time the colony
is 1-2 years old, the number of workers per brood thorn has dropped to 4-20.

Thorns without brood but within the patrolling range of the workers con-
tain 0-5 workers. Even under extreme disturbance conditions it is difficult

to induce more than 50 percent of the worker force to leave the thorns.

When undisturbed, workers are distributed somewhat evenly over the
external shoot surface with the highest densities on the growing shoot tips

and in the area of brood concentration. This density is known to rise and
fall with the weather, time of day, time of year, disturbance, colony size,

colony age, colony activity, the individual colony, and unknown factors. Less
than five percent of the worker force is off of the shoot and on the ground
or surrounding vegetation.

Some of the aspects of normal changes in the density of workers outside
of the thorns of undisturbed shoots are demonstrated by the following study.
Beginning on 1 Apr. and on 8 June, the numbers of workers active on the
surface of the same 17 shoots along the margin of plot N-2 were counted at

hourly or somewhat greater intervals over a 24 hour period (Fig. 32 and 33).
The mean height of the shoots on 1 Apr. was 158 cm (s.d.=68 cm) and on
8 Jun. was 240 cm (s.d.=61 cm). Of the 17 shoots, 9 were queen-shoots and
8 were auxiliary-shoots. From both recordings, it can be seen that 1) there
IS a sudden rise in activity around the time of sunrise and sunset, 2) the
absolute numbers of workers on the shoot is not a function of the temperature
at the moment of counting, and 3) the numbers of workers per shoot is much
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Fig. 32. Curve A represents the total number of workers of Psetidomynutx jcniiginea

active on the surface of 14 occupied shoots of Acacia cormgera from 8:30 a.m., 1 April to

8:10 a.m. 2 April 1964 (dry season). The mean height of the shoots was 158 cm. A rather

sudden increase in activity near sunrise and sunset, and distincidy lower activity at night,

are evident from the curve. Curve B represents the air temperature I m above the ground

throughout the period of observation.
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Fig. 33. Curve A is as Curve A in Figure 32 except that the counts were made on 8 June

to 9 June 1964 (rainy season). The same shoots were examined. On this date their mean

height was 240 cm. The same peaks at sunrise and sunset are evident but nocturnal activity

was not lowered as it was during the dry season. Curve B is the air temperature.
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higher during the rainy season than during the dry season. During the dry

season, the early morning peak in activity is correlated with a peak in the

flow of nectar from foliar nectaries. During the rainy season it is not clearly

associated with any aspect of the bionomics of the tree. The reason for the

increase in numbers at sunset is not clear on a direct cause-and-efTect basis,

Indirectly, it may be associated with the fact that just after sunset a large

number of phytophagous insects become active. While in general the num-
bers of workers active on the surface is influenced by the temperature, within

the range of 18-43° C. there are factors both internal and external to the

colony which can cause substantial increases and decreases in the number
of workers active outside of the thorn. Below about 18° C. the workers have

trouble walking without falling off the shoot. Above 43° C. they seek the

coolest part of the shoot and do not behave normally. The total number of

workers in each shoot probably did not increase more than ten percent be-

tween 1 Apr. and 8 Jun. 1964. However, on 8 Jun., there were 7-27 undam-
aged tips on each shoot whereas on 1 Apr. there were 0-3.

Irrespective of other influences, it has been noted throughout this study

that the highest numbers of workers are present on the surface of the shoot

at the time when the shoot has the largest numbers of undamaged shoot tips.

While many of these workers are in the vicinity of the undamaged shoot tips,

the number of workers on other surfaces of the shoot also increases. This

system appears to be self perpetuating because the more workers on the

outside of the shoot, the higher the probability that a given shoot tip will

remain undamaged.

Distribution of the alates. The first alates appear in the colony 15-24

months after the first workers. The colony contains 1000-1500 workers at

this time but old senescent colonies with as few as 200-500 workers often have

alates. Since alates leave the shoot daily, they do not build up to large concen-

trations except when cold weather prevents mating flights. A colony may
contain all males, all females, or both. They do not segregate themselves nor

are they segregated by the workers. Their exit from the colony does not ap-

pear to be influenced by the workers. During the cool season and the dry

season, the numbers of new founding queens are lowered (i.e., fewer queens

in the mating flights) and brood is absent from many shoots that contained

only part of a colony (auxiliary units, which produce the majority of alates,

are reduced in number and size). Following a month of cold weather which

prevented mating flights, a colony with 12,269 workers had 3,421 alate females

and 1,311 males on 20 Jan. 1964. Assuming an accumulation in the colony

for the 30 days, this indicates a daily production rate of 0.0093 females and

0.0035 males per worker. This is probably an underestimate since there may
have been an occasional morning that was warm enough for alates to leave.
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Colonies occupying more than one shoot. When a colony in one shoot

expands to occupy a neighhoring shoot, it establishes a unit of brood and

workers (auxiliary-unit) with much the same behavior and morphology of a

colony in a single shoot (queen-unit) that lost its queen 1-10 weeks before.

Instead of gradually dying as does a colony without its queen, the auxiliary-

unit is maintained for the life of the colony except under certain weather con-

ditions when the shoot looses nearly all of its leaves for two weeks or more.

A connection is not maintained continuously between the queen-shoot and

auxiliary-shoot.

The fluctuations from a status very similar to that of a queen-unit to that

of an almost dead queenless unit depend on frequency of re-establishment of

the trails between the queen-shoot and the auxiliary-shoot. This frequency is

a function of 1) the amount of food being produced by the queen-shoot and

auxiliary-shoots, 2) the size of the queen-unit, and 3) the distance between

the two shoots. The number of auxiliary-units maintained by a queen-unit

is likewise a function of these three variables. When the branches of two

shoots are in contact, the two are occupied by the same colony if it is large

enough to occupy them. If one of the two shoots contains the queen, the dif-

ference in colony structure between the two shoots is a function of colony

size; if a very large colony, it treats the two shoots as if they were just two

large branches from the same stump.

The maximum number of auxiliary-shoots is maintained during the rainy

season. For example, on Jul. 31, 1964, the 108 emergent and occupied shoots

in plot N-2 were occupied by 14 colonies. In the subplot, the number of

auxiliary-shoots used by each colony was 27, 14, 14, 10, 9, 5, 5, 4, 2, 2, 2, 1, 1,

and 1. This record does not include auxiliary-shoots outside of the subplot.

The auxiliary-shoots of the colony with 27 were all in branch to branch con-

tact. This colony was highly dispersed, and worker numbers were low on

each shoot. The colony with 10 auxiliary-shoots was the largest in the subplot

(queen-shoot had at least 10,000 workers) but its auxiliary-shoots were 1-6 m
from the queen-shoot. In this case, worker numbers were very high on each

auxiliary-shoot. During the dry season, the 14 colonies only had 63 auxiliary-

shoots in contrast to the 98 during the rainy season.

Presence of a queen. A colony does not have more than one queen; the

auxiliary shoots do not have queens. Founding queens are more commonly
found in auxiliary-shoots than in queen-shoots. When present in a queen-

shoot, they are in the thorns most marginal to the shoot canopy. In the auxil-

iary-shoot, they are occasionally found in thorns more centrally located.

Founding-queens on occupied shoots are removed when found by the work-

ers of the established colony. As a result, the number of founding-queens

present inversely reflects the size of the worker force in relation to the area of

the shoot that has to be patrolled. It is one of these founding-queens that estab-
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lishes a new colony should the auxiliary-shoot be abandoned during the dry

season by the established colony.

Abandonment of auxiliary-shoots occurs during the dry or cool season

when the production of Beltian bodies falls very low. It also occurs when the

queen-unit is destroyed. Abandoned auxiliary-shoots may be completely

empty and in this case they should perhaps be termed "vacated" since the

entire worker force and brood has moved to another shoot. More commonly,

the trail between the queen-shoot and auxiliary-shoot is not re-established.

This leads to gradual die-out of the auxiliary-unit (2-10 weeks) ; in this case,

the auxiliary-shoot usually contains a few thorns with moldy brood and an

occasional worker. The brood consists of alate pupae, and may be scattered

through the thorns. If an abandoned auxiliary-shoot is invaded by another

colony, workers coming from the original colony at a later time are killed by

the workers of the new resident auxiliary-unit. In the laboratory, a group of

several hundred workers and brood from a large colony, were isolated with-

out their queen for several weeks. They killed 14 different founding-queens

offered to them, but accepted a fully physogastric queen from another colony.

Placement of the brood. The fraction of the total inside volume of the

thorns on the shoot used for brood in auxiliary-shoots is a function of the

same three factors that influence the numbers of auxiliary-shoots maintained

by the colony. In general, there is less brood in each auxiliary-unit than in the

c]ueen-unit, but the total in all of the auxiliary-units of a single colony may be

larger than that in the queen-unit. The area of the shoot canopy that contains

brood-thorns is usually interjected with empty but apparently acceptable

thorns. There are higher numbers of alate larvae and pupae, and a lower

number of first instar larvae in the brood-thorns of auxiliary-shoots than in

queen-shoots. There is less volume of larvae per unit volume of thorn used

for brood than in queen-shoots. Auxiliary-units show the same reactions to

stress by shading and cutting of the shoot as do queen-units. Shaded auxil-

iary-units may subsist on products from an isolated queen-shoot or auxiliary-

shoot.

Distribution of the worker force. The number of workers in an auxiliary-

unit is often much lower than that in its queen-unit, but the sum of the work-

ers in all auxiliary-units maintained by the colony may equal or surpass that

of the queen-unit. On 29 Jul. 1%4, in subplot N-2, a colony with 9 auxiliary-

shoots (heights: 332, 226, 220, 180, 138, 126, 90, and 85 cm) and a 300 cm tall

queen-shoot had 19,452 workers. The queen-unit contained 7,640 of these

workers, and the auxiliary-units contained, by order of shoot height, tallest to

shortest, 3,210, 2,000, 1,576, 2,624, 1,262, 207, 412, and 321 workers, respec-

tively. Alates were present in all shoots. The four tallest auxiliary-shoots and

the queen-shoot had branches in contact at the time (29 Jul.), but during the

previous dry season, all of the shoots occupied by this colony were connected

only by trails at ground level. It is imp)ssible to determine the age of this
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colony because even though the subplot was burned in 1961, the colony was

on the margin of the burn and moved into the plot following a more recent

cutting of the neighboring pasture.

The number of workers in an auxiliary-unit is a function of the same

three variables that determine how closely it matches the cjueen-unit in mor-

phology. Since the connection between the queen-unit and auxiliary-unit is

n(jt continuous, or rhythmic, either within the day or for longer periods, the

number of workers in the auxiliary-unit is likely to fluctuate much more than

in the queen-unit. The highest numbers are found in auxiliary-shoots that

have direct branch connections with the queen-shoot. The number of work-

ers per auxiliary-shoot brood-thorn does not vary from that of a queen-shoot,

as long as the trail between the shoots is re-established often enough to keep

the auxiliary-shoot worker force from being severely depleted by mortality

agents. Associated with the reduced quantity of workers in the auxiliary-

unit, the number of workers active outside of the thorns is often lower than

that of the queen-shoot under similar environmental circumstances; the work-

ers are distributed on the surface of the auxiliary-shoot in the same patterns as

on the queen-shoot.

Distribution of other animals in and on shoots. In queen-shoots and aux-

iliary-shoots, thorns tenanted by animals besides P. jerruginea are usually

found in the same positions as are those occupied by founding-queens, i.e., in

thorns in areas infrequently patrolled. Prolepismina sp. (La Granja, Co-

taxtla), the thrips Diceratothrips horribilis Priesner (Cotaxtla), and salticid

spiders (all sites) are commonly found in dry empty thorns with entrance

holes. A small black bee {Hylaeits sp.) nests in empty dry thorns on unoccu-

pied shoots in the Temascal area. Microlepidoptera larvae are occasionally

found in the green or green-yellow thorns of queen-shoots. These larvae are

usually destroyed before maturity. In auxiliary-shoots they more frequently

complete development. The unoccupied shoots contain most such larvae.

Colonies of other species of ants are not found in queen-shoots having

enough workers to patrol the shoot. However, auxiliary-units of P. gracilis

mexicana (1-5 thorns) occasionally are found in the same shoot with a young

colony or weak auxiliary-unit of P. jerruginea. As the P. jerruginea unit

gains in worker strength, the P. gracilis mexicana unit is removed by the P.

jerruginea workers. Other species of ants are removed in the same manner.

Occasional colonies of other Pseudomyrmex, Cryptocerus, Camponotus,

Solenopsis, and more frequently Crematogaster, are found in shoots nearly

or completely lacking a worker force of P. jerruginea. These other ants usu-

ally live in the dried thorns. They use the entrance holes of P. jerruginea

but may modify their shape. Crematogaster commonly uses the exit holes of

microlepidoptera. P. nigrocincta is treated by P. jerruginea as if it were an-

other P. jerruginea colony and therefore the two species do not co-inhabit the
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same shoot except as founding queens and very young colonies. In respect

to colony morphology, the interaction of P. nigrocincta with A. cornigera is

indistinguishable from that of /-. ferntginea in the study area. Solenopsis

geminuta tends Dysmicoccus sp. {neobrevipes complex) under earthworks at

ground level or in the exposed canopy of A. cornigera but does not keep

brood in the thorns. It also harvests Beltian bodies and nectar.

A few insects live a "persecuted" existence on the shoot; they are con-

stantly being attacked. The zygopine weevil (Lechriopini near Lechriops)

appears to be a mimic in color and behavior of P. femiginea. It occasionally

is encountered running on the surface of queen-shoots but is more common
on auxiliary-shoots and shoots lacking a worker force of P. jerruginea. Its

larvae live in the thorns and feed on resins that are produced in reaction to

feeding damage to the strip of live tissue in the base of the thorn. The otitid

fly {Euxesta sp.) and a salticid spider (Metaphidippus maxillosits) are mim-

ics of P. jeiiitginea both in behavior and appearance. They are commonly

found running among the ants on the surface of queen-shoots and auxiliary-

shoots. The nests of polybiine vespid wasps are occasionally found on occu-

pied shoots. The nests of Polybia occidentalis pygmaea (Fabricius) are

placed on lateral branches and in shadier part of the shoot canopy. They are

more frequently encountered on auxiliary-shoots than on queen-shoots. The

vespids are attacked by workers of P. jerruginea if they land on the branches,

but the wasps actively chase the ants away from the paper nest.

The placement of bird nests depends on the species of bird rather than the

type of unit present in the shoot. The Derby Flycatcher (Pitangus sulphera-

tiis) nests in the upper central branch forks as does the Barred Ant-shrike

(Thamnophilus doliatiis). The Inca Dove {Scardajella inca) nests on hori-

zontal exposed branch forks.

Affects of stress on colony morphology. Acacia cornigera is a plant of

heavily insolated habitats and shading eflfects the occupant colony of P. jerru-

ginea. Heavy shading during the principal growing period (late May to

Dec.) slows its growth and reduces the rate of production of Beltian bodies,

nectar, and swollen-thorns. The Beltian bodies are paler yellow than those

of insolated shoots and they may have less nutritional value. The nectar pro-

duced is less in volume and tastes less sweet. The thorns have a smaller vol-

ume, and type B thorns are rarely produced (Fig. 21a). Heavily shaded

shoots only rarely have a queen-unit large enough to fill more than a single

thorn with brood. These shoots are occasionally maintained as auxiliary-

shoots by large queen-units and the larvae may be in part maintained on

products from the queen-shoot.

Heavily shaded unoccupied shoots usually do not live more than 1-2

years; this reduces the amount of time available for a queen-unit to develop

when compared with insolated shoots. Some mortality factor peculiar to

shaded sites may be responsible for the lack of maturing colonies in shaded



Interaction of the Bull's-horn Acacia with an Ant Inhabitant 411

habitats. It is more probable that the apparent reduced quality of Beltian

bodies and nectar, the definite reduced quantity of Beltian bodies and nectar,

and small amount of space in the thorns is responsible for the usual lack of

colonies.

During the cool and dry season, shoots over one year old often cease most

new leaf production and drop most of their leaves; the consec|uent loss of

Beltian bodies and nectar to the unit produces clear starvation symptoms. As
adults emerge, new larvae are not present to fill their places in the brood

thorns. In auxiliary-units this is because young larvae are not moved from
the queen-unit to the auxiliary-unit since food is not present in the auxiliary-

unit to feed them. In queen-units, the reduction of the number of thorns

with brood is due to reduced egg production and slowed larval growth. In

both cases, the number of larvae per brood-thorn and number of brood-

thorns declines. If all food is absent for two to four weeks, the queen usually

loses her physogastric condition and egg production stops. If starvation per-

sists, the brood area becomes fragmented and takes on the appearance of a

dying queen-unit or auxiliary-unit. Similar effects can be produced by killing

the queen and most of the members of the unit with insecticide, or by remov-

ing the queen-thorn. Queen replacement is not suspected since in all 22 cases

where the queen-shoot was deliberately destroyed, the associated auxiliary-

units died. Supercedure is unlikely since the alates mate outside the colony,

do not return to their own colony except by chance, and once they have left

the colony are attacked by the workers if they return.

Reducing the number of thorns available to a large colony causes over-

crowding. When the brood-thorns are destroyed by clipping the thorns, the

small amount of brood salvaged by the remaining workers is packed into any

thorn available (thorns missed and new green thorns). When intact thorns

are not available in sufficient quantity, the brood is stored in the open thorn

bases. The old intact thorns lying on the ground are not used as brood-

thorns though founding queens and workers may hide in them. If care is

taken not to kill the queen, fragmentation of the area of brood-thorns can be

accomplished by cutting them partly open, and then leaving them hanging in

the canopy. The brood is then removed by the workers and packed in with

other brood in the remaining thorns.

Morphology and development of the population of colonies. Due to

the "auxiliary-shoot phenomenon," the number of colonies per hectare is not

equal to the number of shoots with a worker force per hectare. There is a 1:1

ratio only if the shoots are far enough apart so that they develop a colony of

their own before becoming occupied by the ants from a neighboring colony.

In addition, a few naturally unoccupied shoots are present during the latter

part of the dry season. The number of root systems is often much greater

than the number of shoots occupied by a worker force in man-made disturb-
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ance sites. In any given regeneration cycle only a small part of the shoots are

occupied and grow to maturity. On 12 Oct. 1964, following 285 days of regen-

eration without grazing after a cutting, plots N and O (850 m^) had 163

emergent A. cornigera shoots occupied by P. jerruginea (X height=93 cm,

s.d.=16 cm) and at least 392 shoots below the canopy occupied only by found-

ing queens (X height=23 cm, s.d.=ll cm). It is very unlikely that more than

5 percent of the submergent shoots would have become emergent auxiliary-

shoots or queen-shoots in this particular successional cycle. In natural dis-

turbance sites, the shoots are often spaced so far apart that there are no auxil-

iary-shoots.

At high shoot density, the number of colonies is lowered by colony inter-

action. Maximum shoot density does not produce maximum colony density

after the first year of regeneration. Direct branch contacts and trails between

shoots occupied by two different colonies lead to aggressive merger of colonies

since the workers will not tolerate foreign workers. The maximum distance

that a colony will range to find auxiliary-shoots is not known, but if shoots

are spaced 4-6 m apart (about 440 per hectare) the colonies in the different

shoots usually do not interfere with each other. A colony will move as far as

15 m to a new shoot if the shoot it lives in is killed. If all the shoots in an area

are occupied by colonies of sub-equal size, they could be closer together since

there is evidence that equal-sized colonies can resist invasion by each other if

the shoot branches do not touch.

At moderate densities, occupied vigorous shoots appear to be distributed

with contagion since a queen-shoot is often associated with a cluster of rapidly

growing auxiliary-shoots. As expected, the entire colony is distributed inde-

pendently of other colonies in the area if the shoots are far enough apart so

that the colonies do not come in contact with each other. This is not a static

system. Ownership of auxiliary-shoots may change or a shoot may develop

a colony of its own from a founding queen if it is abandoned. If an area with

moderate to heavy densities of A. cornigera shoots is mapped and lines are

drawn connecting the queen-shoots with their own auxiliary-units, the map
of the field is covered with roughly evenly spaced stellate figures with variable

numbers and lengths of arms. The arms occasionally cross each other and

may not be straight. While the position of the queen-shoot for a colony (the

center of the stellate figure) usually stays in the same place from year to year,

the various colonies do not always occupy the same auxiliary-shoot each rainy

season.

Environmental requirements. Using Holdridge's (1964) classification,

Psenchmyrtnex jerruginea is found from Tropical Tropical Thorn Wood-
land to Low Subtropical Thorn Woodland to Low Subtropical Wet Forest to

Tropical Tropical Moist Forest in the study area. Following Leopold (1959),

P. jerruginea is found in Pine-Oak Forest, Mesquite-Grassland, Tropical De-
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ciduous Forest, Tropical Evergreen Forest, Rain Forest, and Savanna. In all

these habitats a swollen-thorn acacia is a common denominator.

It is extremely difficult to separate the environmental tolerances of P. fer-

ntginea from those of Acacia cornigera. It is done with most ease in those

areas where A. cornigera stops and Acacia sphaerocephala starts or continues

(13.6 mi. S. Ciudad Mante, 11 mi. N.E. Ciudad Valles, 27.5 mi. S. Panuco,

22.(S mi. W. Conejos, 10 mi. S.E. Conejos). At these sites P. jerntginea con-

tinues into the drier habitats occupied by A. sphaerocephala while A. corni-

gera stops. Observations during the cool and dry season in the Temascal area

give some clues as to the limiting factors in the physical environment at the

margins of the range of A. cornigera and P. jerruginea. These are discussed

below.

In the literature, P. ferriiginea (as P. belti and P. jtilvescens) is described

as occurring at all A. cornigera sites in Costa Rica and northward, as well as

at the localities of some other species of swollen-thorn acacia (Wheeler, 1913,

1942: Skwarra, 1934a, 1934b). From these reports, the general concensus is

that it is an ant of lowland tropical disturbed plant communities. Museum
records do not contradict this.

Host requirements. In its occupation of more than one species of Acacia

(chiapensis, cornigera, sphaerocephala, hindsii, and collinsii) P. jerruginea

demonstrates that it has a wider climatic tolerance than any one of them.

These host-plant associations are based on Wheeler's (1913, 1942), Skwarra's

(1934a, 1934b), and Saflford's (1921) discussions, locality records from the

literature and museum specimens, and this study. The present study has

yielded no records of P. jerruginea living on or in plants other than swollen-

thorn acacias. There are two such records in the literature. Skwarra (1934a)

reports finding a small colony in a bromeliad. This was possibly a colony

moving from a destroyed acacia or a misidentification. Emery (1890) reports

that the type of Pseudomyrmex belti julvescens was collected from the cauline

swellings of Cordia gerascanthus by Beccari. This report is regarded by

Wheeler (1913, 1942) as very exceptional and I am inclined to regard it as a

migrant colony or an error in the placement of the host plant label, following

the search of several hundred Cordia trees in Central America.

Moisture. At the margins of the distribution of P. jerruginea, where A.
cornigera or A. sphaerocephala appears to disappear in response to increasing

aridity (Tropic of Cancer, 20 mi. N.W. Ciudad El Maiz), it appears that

the dryness does not kill the ant colony directly but rather that the plant lacks

leaves for such a long period during the year that the ant colony dies from

lack of foliar nectar and/or Beltian bodies. Most of the shoots found at these

sites still had their leaves in March, but they were growing in exceptionally

wet locations: arroyos and road banks. They were all occupied by well de-

veloped colonies of P. jerruginea. Six, two year old shoots were found grow-
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ing on dry hillsides at 20 mi. N.W. Ciudad El Maiz; they had dropped their

leaves and in all cases, there were no living remains of the ant colonies that

had tenanted them. These shoots would therefore have to pass the next rainy

season without the presence of a mature colony of P. jerruginea. These ob-

servations agree closely with those at Temascal where auxiliary-shoots that

lose all their leaves are abandoned and at times, are not reinvaded in the

rainy season.

An analogous situation is found between Veracruz and Anton Lazardo

where due to some factor (probably salinity) there is a very reduced produc-

tion of Beltian bodies by A. sphaerocephala which in turn prevents colonies

of P. jerruginea from becoming established.

During periods of total leaf drop, it is more the lack of foliar nectar than

Beltian bodies which kills the colony. This is shown by colonies that survive

for several months in the dry season on shoots that produce no new leaves but

do not lose all of their old leaves. Queen-shoots cut and hung in the dry

laboratory have no live workers or brood after two months. Single workers

confined in clean glass tubing rarely survive over 24 hours; if the cotton plug

is soaked with water or a sugar solution, they may live 5-10 days. During the

dry period, workers are willing to drink water and a variety of sweet fluids

during the day. The pre-sunrise nectar flow is collected completely during the

dry season.

With the entrance plugged by the worker, the thorn is a relatively mois-

ture-tight container. It has a polished, hard, and relatively waterproof outer

surface. The nectar brought in from the early morning nectar flow increases

the total moisture content of the brood and workers inside the thorn. This

moisture level probably decreases only slowly thereafter during the day even

when hot and dry winds are blowing. It is possible that moisture conserva-

tion during the dry season may be partly responsible for the concentrating of

brood in certain thorns rather than dispersing the larvae through all the

available space on the shoot. It should be much easier to maintain relative

humidity levels inside the thorn above a certain point when there is a large

mass of brood rather than a little. It is possible that type B thorns are pre-

ferred as brood-thorns because their thicker walls make better insulators

against drying of the contents. When it rains, thorn walls do not become

soaked unless the thorns are over two years old. The refusal of the ants to

use these older thorns for brood is very likely associated with this. Untended

brood is often killed by fungus (following abandonment of an auxiliary-

shoot or insecticide treatment). It is possible that the moisture resistant

thorn wall aids the workers in keeping the inside of the thorn dry during the

rainy season and thus avoid problems with fungus.

Rain has a depressant effect on the activity of P. jerruginea. Workers

walk on branches covered with water with extreme difficulty and slowness.

Therefore, considerable disturbance is necessary to bring workers out of the
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thorn when it is raining hard. Light drizzle only reduces the numbers out-

side the thorns. If free water is not standing on the branches or thorns, the

workers run easily on the damp surfaces. Since most entrances are on the

under side of the thorn, rain does not enter. Brood and workers in clipped

thorns are drowned by rain.

Temperature. Low temperatures have a depressant effect on the activity

of P. ferruginea. At 6 mi. S.W. Tamazunchale, 8 mi. S.W. Martinez de la

Torre, 28.5 mi. W. Conejos, and Valle Nacional, P. ferruginea and A.

cornigera reach their range limits simultaneously. There is heavy rainfall at

each of these sites, so it is likely that it is the increasing number of days with

the diurnal maximum temperature below a certain level (about 24° C), that

is acting as the range limiting factor, rather than dryness. It is not likely that

the colony is killed directly on the coldest days of the year at these sites; fol-

lowing a night when the minimum was 11° C. (Tamazunchale) and 12° C.

(Temascal), no colony mortality was recorded. At these temperatures, the

workers are barely able to walk and often fall of? the shoot if they leave the

thorn. They can sting in this condition. A colony can be chilled until the

workers are immobilized, and it recovers completely.

During the Dec-Jan. cold season at Temascal, there was essentially no

growth of A. cornigera shoots. The consequent reduction of Beltian body

production caused auxiliary-shoot abandonment and the starvation of larvae

in some queen-shoots. Much failure of Beltian body harvest was noted due to

worker inactivity. However, on warm days when the workers were active,

there was a harvest of those Beltian bodies present. In areas where the cool

season is much longer than at Temascal, severe loss of colonies could take

place through starvation.

The slow physiological growth rate of A. cornigera at low temperatures

is decreased by the increased insect damage that occurs when P. ferruginea is

not active outside of the thorn for long periods. This damage is mostly done

by nocturnal insects. Adult katydids (Tetigoniidae) and the larvae of the

noctuid moth Coxina hadenoides do the most damage during the cool season.

It is the shoot tips that are removed by these insects, and in doing so, they are

not only removing Beltian bodies, but they are also slowing their production.

During cool weather, alates hatch but do not leave the shoot, which re-

sults in an increase in the number of alates in the colony. The failure of mat-

ing flights to occur during the long cool season at the western margins of the

distribution of P. ferruginea may be in part associated with its disappearance

at these sites. During the cool season, the growth of the colony is definitely

slowed. Trails between shoots are not established during periods of cool

weather, and this is associated with abandonment of auxiliary-units. In addi-

tion, the slowness with which the colonies of P. ferruginea develop in ex-

treme shade may be associated with the fact that diurnal temperature maxima

average at least 7° C. cooler in deep shade than in full sunlight.
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The most noticeable effect of cool weather on P. jerruginea is the reluc-

tance of the workers to leave the thorns, and the reduced running and walk-

ing rates when they do leave. However, the activity of the ant outside of the

thorn is not always directly related to temperature. This is shown by the fact

that the sunrise activity peak is often at a temperature roughly equal to that

of the night-time activity low (Fig. 32, 33). The sunrise activity peak is at a

temperature much lower than the noon-time temperature at which lower

numbers of workers are usually on the shoot. It takes a temperature of 5-7°

C. higher at noon to bring equal numbers of ants onto the shoot surface than

at 9:00 a.m. At high air temperatures (45-48° C), workers and alates are

driven from the thorn to lie in the shaded parts of the shoot. It is not known
what the mortality is under these temperatures.

Sunlight. In general, P. jerruginea is an ant of heavily insolated low vege-

tation. Founding queens may avoid deeply shaded areas in their search for

young shoots to colonize. Direct insolation can raise the temperature inside

of the thorn 1-3° C. higher than the outside air temperature; this could afTect

larval growth rates. Light affects worker activity in that the number of work-

ers outside of the thorns is different at the same temperature, depending on

whether it is daytime or nightime. This is the case both during the dry and

the rainy season. There may be almost no workers active on the shoot sur-

face at noon when the air temperature is 22° C; there are often many work-

ers outside of the thorns at this temperature at midnight.

Wind. Even under disturbance conditions, the workers do not leave the

thorn entrance when the wind is blowing over 25-30 mph. At this speed,

they are usually blown from the shoot. Workers active outside of the thorns

show no reaction to gentle shaking of the shoot by wind, but they quickly

show a disturbance reaction if the shoot is further shaken by an animal.

Behavior of individuals. Larva and pupa. The larvae are relatively inac-

tive, even when feeding. If touched by a passing worker or with a probe, a

larva begins to rotate the head in and out of the trophothylax (pouch formed

by protrusion of the ventral side of the first abdominal segment; Wheeler and

Bailey, 1920) while opening and closing its mandibles. Fragments of Beltian

bodies are pushed deep into the trophothylax by the worker. If left protrud-

ing, the fragment is pulled in by the larva. The head is tipped completely

into the trophothylax while feeding. When large food pieces that distend the

pouch are eaten, the head is more externally directed so that mandibular ac-

tion is visible. A roughly spherical piece of food as wide as the larva can be

accommodated. If the food protrudes from the trophothylax, a worker may
remove a piece or take the entire piece away, cut it up, and redistribute it. A
worker may force open the trophothylax and deposit regurgitated drops of

fluid there. Presumably this is honey in the laboratory and would be petiolar

nectar on the acacia. While feeding, the larva ejects a clear fluid into the
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trophothylax with the food bolus. Yellow fragments of Beltian bodies are

easily visible passing through the esophagous. These pieces are about 0.1 mm
in diameter in a larva 1 mm wide.

The larvae can be fed ripe Beltian bodies by hand. They accept frag-

ments of Beltian bodies forced into the trophothylax with fine forceps; about

Vs to 14 of a Beltian body from the end of a pinnule is most frequently ac-

cepted. This size fragment is that which is fed to the larvae by the workers.

Beltian bodies at the age chosen by the worker for harvest are almost always

accepted by the larvae when fed by hand. Less ripe ones are variably rejected

when oflfered. If the unripe piece is placed with the rind against the mandi-

ble, it is rejected immediately or within a couple of hours. If the softer inner

parenchyma is turned towards the mandibles, it is usually accepted.

Very rarely, workers are observed to capture small moths, lepidoptera

larvae, and brood of P. gracilis mexicana. These are taken into brood thorns

and presumably fed to the larvae. Wheeler and Bailey (1920) report insect

fragments in the buccal pellets of P. jerruginea. Buccal pellets also contain

pollen grains, fungal hyphae and spores, dust, and green plant tissue. On one

occasion the workers in a starving laboratory colony gave a live small larva

of P. jerruginea to a large larva as food. About one-half of the small larva

was eaten. Larvae in the laboratory accepted pieces of muscle and fat body

from the bruchid Acanthoscelides oblongoguttatus that were fed by hand.

However, such insect food constitutes much less than 1 percent of the food

eaten by a colony of P. jerruginea. There is no evidence that a colony de-

prived of Beltian bodies can subsist on other food.

Larvae can Hve for long periods without food. In the laboratory, larvae

may live at least 49 days without food or worker care. These larvae are ema-

ciated and shrunken but perform feeding motions and will accept food. This

long survival ability is undoubtedly due to the large volume of fat body in

well-fed larvae. Shrunken larvae are often observed in abandoned auxiliary-

shoots and in queen-units that have been starved for a month or more. The

ability of larvae to go without food is of clear value to isolated colonies that

live in shoots that lose most of their leaves during the dry season.

Worl^er behavior. Worker activities in the thorn. The workers are rela-

tively independent in their activities. They remove their own pupal exuvia

but other workers occasionally help. Self-cleaning is often observed in the

laboratory and on the surface of the shoot. The solid gleanings apparently

go into the buccal pellet. Following accidental dunking in honey, the worker

cleans iself but other workers may aid in licking off the honey. In labora-

tory colonies, workers are observed to stand relatively motionless for periods

of several minutes. Callow workers hatched within the past 12 hours are

especially inactive when in the presence of mature workers and larvae. It is

not known how long individual workers remain within a given thorn, and

how long before the callow leaves the thorn for the first time. One worker
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is usually on guard at the thorn entrance. Her antennae are often visible

just inside the opening. Treating the colony as a unit, more time is spent in |j

the thorns by the workers than in any other part of the shoot. It is not known
how much of the worker's time is used in construction and cleaning in the

thorn.

Little care is given to the eggs in laboratory colonies. When eggs are to

be transferred from the thorn with the queen to a brood-thorn, they are

carried one at a time between the mandibles. In the laboratory they are

cleaned and occasionally rearranged but are not given the frequent attention

that larvae are. On occasion, workers starved more than 15 days will break

eggs with their mandibles and drink the fluid that is squeezed out.

Larvae receive much more cleaning and rearranging attention than do

eggs, prepupae, or pupae. It is ^xjssible that workers receive some exudate

from them. They lick the general body surface but do not concentrate at any

particular site such as the "exudatoria."

In the laboratory, the founding queen's first 2-3 workers do little tending

of the brood. These workers show little interest in retrieving spilled brood,

whereas the founding queen will pull her spilled brood back into her domatia

both in the field and in the laboratory.

Workers do not segregate the larval instars in laboratory colonies and

there is no indication that they do so within the thorn. A single worker can

pick up and carry a larva of any size. The larva is held out in front by the

worker when carried and often lifted completely off the substrate. It is held

at either end. Pupae are carried in the same manner. When a thorn is jarred,

the brood is often packed by the workers into the thorn apex opposite the one

with the entrance hole. If the thorn is progressively cut into from either end,

the workers retreat, pulling the larvae after them into the undamaged por-

tion. If the thorn contents are shaken out and the broken thorn placed on the

pile of larvae, the workers retrieve the larvae. They then take them in

through the regular entrance and break in the thorn.

Workers from inside different thorns on the same shoot, or from two dif-

ferent colonies, will work together to repack all of their spilled and mixed

brood into one thorn. If a larva from one colony is placed on a flat surface of

another colony's shoot, or in the trail between shoots, it may be ignored,

picked up and carried into a thorn, picked up and thrown away, or bitten and

the juices drunk. Which of these alternatives is followed depends on the

duties of the worker which encounters the larva and how disturbed the colony

is. When the larva is carried into a thorn, it is not bitten and stung as is a

microlepidopterous larva before being taken into a thorn. Workers may
fight over the larva in a tug-of-war fashion. Worker pupae of P. femiginea

from Acacia sphaerocephala near Veracruz were given to a laboratory colony

of P. femiginea from A. cornigera from Temascal. The pupae were accepted
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as well as the workers which emerged. When one colony invades a cjueen-

shoot or auxiliary-shoot of another colony, it seems probable that some of the

brood and callow workers are accepted by the victor colony.

Dead larvae are removed from the thorn. This is especially noticeable fol-

lowing parathion treatment. Many larvae are killed by contact with con-

taminated workers and perhaps by being fed contaminated buccal pellets. In

such cases, ejected dead larvae often litter the foliage in the brood-thorn area.

The amount of brood in a thorn is apparently regulated by the workers.

In general, the larger the thorn volume the larger the number and volume of

brood that are placed in it. The actual numerical ratios vary with type of

unit, age and history of the colony, and size of unit. When a small colony

comes into possession of a large shoot and many thorns, it tends to use the

largest thorns yet it maintains an area of brood-thorns with few unoccupied

thorns in it. When there is a shortage of thorn space, such as when a new

colony moves into a new set of young sucker shoots, all the thorns are packed

with brood. The mechanism for the relatively even brood distribution within

normal shoots may be rather simple. A worker would remove larvae when

the volume of larvae/volume of thorn ratio passes some maximum related to

1) the volume, condition, and position of the thorn, 2) the condition of the

larvae in the thorn, and 3) the number of workers on the shoot. It would

presumably place the larvae in some other thorn where the volume of larvaeI

volume of thorn ratio is below the maximum. The triggering density must be

rarely reached since larvae are only occasionally seen being carried between

thorns. It is presumed that some adjustment process is used to keep below

the triggering density, such as selective feeding of certain larvae. If all the

eggs or first instar larvae found in some thorns were to grow equally fast,

they would overfill the same thorn when they reach the third or fourth instar.

Pupae are normally not moved between the thorns.

Unless larval cannibalism is an effective means of colony survival when
normal food is inadequate, the availability of Beltian bodies and foliar nectar

must set the lower limit to larval feeding rates. While some food comes from

small soft bodied insects captured on the shoot, this comprises less than one

percent of the food intake of a colony. The upper limit of larval feeding rate

is probably set by larvel satiation. An excess of Beltian bodies is present on ac-

tively growing shoots having only very young colonies or small auxiliary-

units in them; such shoots have many unharvested Beltian bodies on the

leaves.

Normally, Beltian bodies are harvested as soon as ripe. When a trail be-

tween an auxiliary-shoot and a queen-shoot is re-established, the auxiliary-

shoot may be stripped of its Beltian bodies that have appeared since the last

trail was established. These are then carried to the queen-shoot. P. ferruginea

does not 'ncorporate Beltian bodies into the buccal pellet. In the laboratory

a worker gives its buccal pellet or Beltian body fragment to a larva making
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bobbing motions with its head. Workers sometimes force open the tropho-

thylax to remove a food fragment and give it to another larva.

Nearly all direct unaggressive interaction between workers involves food

exchange. In the laboratory, the founding queen's first two or three workers

show Httle interest in each other but as they become older, worker to worker

interaction becomes involved. In older colonies, the most common worker

interaction observed is liquid food exchange. Workers frequently rush head-

on into each other and there appears to be antennal interplay. When one of

the pair has been drinking honey, it often spreads its mandibles and a drop

of fluid appears between them. The other worker drinks from this. Often

the pair arrange themselves on the walls of the glass tube so that one member
is upside-down to the other. This brings the hypopharngeal areas in contact

without elevating the thorax. A third worker may also drink from the re-

gurgitated drop. In the laboratory, buccal pellet interchange has not been

observed. The worker that has brought a Beltian body into the tube drops it

and it is picked up by another worker. Another worker also may take it

directly from the bearer. Beltian bodies are carried through the thorn en-

trance, not passed to a worker inside. When a larva is being carried into a

thorn through a break in the thorn side, it may be taken from the entering

worker by one inside. Workers do not commonly clean each other except

when covered with sweet substances.

The number of workers per thorn is somewhat consistent with respect to

thorn volume and amount of brood in it. The thorn with the queen in it

often contains over 50 workers. Brood thorns have 4-20 workers, and thorns

without brood have zero to four or five. Since the thorn with the queen is

not proportionately that much larger, the smaller number of workers found

in brood-thorns may be related to the number necessary for brood mainte-

nance rather than maximum tolerance of workers for each other.

Workers in the thorns are probably just as aggressive to foreign organisms

as they are outside. In the laboratory, many workers in the glass tube do not

hesitate to attack foreign workers or founding queens. The worker guarding

the thorn entrance must recognize in some way and accept the passage of all

the workers in the thorn; she backs out of the way of an entering worker.

There are distinctly more workers in the thorn with the c]ueen than in

other brood thorns. This may be due to her presence or that of the eggs'. Yet

in the laboratory, the physogastric queen receives little extra attention. Her
gaster is occasionally licked and workers may try to remove partly extruded

eggs, though she may resist by turning and biting at the worker or walking

away from her. In the laboratory, the c|ueen is fed by the workers. Though
physogastric, she is quite capable of walking without worker assistance on

thorn, paper, or brood substrates. In glass tubes she has more difficulty but is

still not assisted by the workers.
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In moving to a new thorn, the queen is aided by the workers; they pull on

her legs to help her through the thorn entrance. The workers choose the

thorn with the highest volume that it located between the thorn occupied by

the queen and the upper green thorns. They enlarge the entrance of this

thorn in the same manner as they do that of the thorn she is leaving. She is

accompanied, but not chased, by a group of workers to the new thorn. In

some cases she is moved into a green thorn, but one that is hard and drying.

She may move as far as 100 cm on a tall shoot.

In the laboratory, a young colony of workers without its queen will accept

an old physogastric queen with only slight aggression towards her; she may
be bitten briefly or stung momentarily. They will not accept founding

queens. Thus a colony that has lost its queen in nature normally dies since

a physogastric queen would not be available to it. A physogastric queen is

not accepted by a laboratory colony that has a queen. Founding queens are

always killed by foreign workers in the laboratory, in thorns, and on the

shoot.

In the laboratory, newly hatched males and alate females are tolerated

until they leave or die. The males often require worker assistance in re-

moval of the pupal exuvie clinging to the genitalia. Alate females require no

assistance in molting. In the laboratory, alate females have been observed

receiving regurgitated liquid from workers.

The thorns are cleaned out by the workers. Unopened thorns develop a

natural lacuna equal to |/4-/4 the volume of that finally excavated by the

workers. They start cutting the entrance while the thorn is still full of moist

parenchyma. At this time, the thorn is green but stiff and fully expanded.

They remove most of the soft tissue before it has dried and shrunk. More

than one worker works on the entrance during its period of construction.

One worker works at a time, until the workers are well into the thorn cavity.

Two different entrance holes, one below each thorn apex, are only very

rarely encountered. When this occurs, they are made by two different found-

ing queens.

The entrance hole is nearly always in the same general position on each

thorn. It is on the ventral side 3-20 mm proximal from the thorn apex. At

this site the thorn is 2-5 mm wide. This is as close to the thorn apex as the

worker can excavate and make an entrance that is 1.5-3 mm long by 1-3 mm
wide. There is no preformed entrance or thin area in the thorn wall. The

long axis of the hole is parallel to the thorn axis and the hole passes directly

through the thorn wall. Dry thorns without an entrance are occasionally

entered by enlarging an exit hole of a microlepidopteran, or a zygopine wee-

vil. This entrance may be low on the thorn wall or at its base. Completely

dry thorn walls are not penetrated by P. jerruginea. Entrance holes are occa-

sionally started below the pointed apex of green legumes. They are not

finished.
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The solid material is removed in the form of pieces of 0.2-1 mm in diame-

ter. This tissue is removed by cutting And pulling at partly freed pieces. It

is seen sticking to dew-covered leaves in the early morning under the thorns

in which construction is going on. These pieces have been carried to the en-

trance and dropped out. Smaller pieces may be incorporated in the buccal

pellet. After working for periods of 2-15 minutes, a worker often goes to a

brood thorn and returns several minutes later. Since the moist thorn pulp is

sweet, the worker may obtain some sugars from its sap. During the cool sea-

son an unidentified bird has been observed to crush the green thorns with its

beak; presumably this is done for the sweet fluid.

The entire thorn is emptied by the ants once the work has started. The
thorn walls are scraped down to the hard lignified tissue that is 0.5-2 mm
thick in type A and 2-4 mm thick in type I^ thorns. The non-entrance thorn

apex is excavated to the point where the diameter of the space is 1-2 mm. The
excavation of the inside of the thorn hastens the drying of the thorn walls.

Work on the entrance of a green thorn is not continuous but it is usually

completed in 24 hours. Cool weather may keep workers inactive so long that

some thorns are not hollowed out because the thorn wall becf)mes too hard to

penetrate. While still visible from the outside, a worker cutting an entrance

is easily distracted by disturbance of the colony. When an old entrance is be-

ing enlarged in a dry thorn to allow passage of the queen, there are as many
as four or five workers ringing the hole and gnawing pieces ofT the lip. This

w<;rk is very slow. To enlarge a hole from 1.5-2.5 mm to 2.5-4.0 mm requires

36-72 hours.

The outer margin of the thorn entrance is considerably larger than is nec-

essary to admit a worker. Once it is cleaned of the original parenchyma, the

thorn wall about 1 mm below the entrance is thickened with a hard matrix

of masticated parenchyma fragments. This results in an inner entrance with

a diameter closely approximating the width of the worker head (1-1.5 mm).
The worker guarding the entrance remains at this point with her antennae

extended almost to the margin f)f the outer entrance. The original paren-

chyma is probably too soft to be of use in this critical area. Workers that are

forced to use experimentally clipped thorns may close ofT the entrances, which

are 3-6 mm wide, with masticated parenchyma. In this case, the central en-

trance hole is of the same diameter as that of the inner entrance of an un-

damaged thorn.

Foreign and miscellaneous waste objects are removed irom the thorn. In

laboratory colonies, prepupal meconia, cast exuviae, dirt, and dead larvae and

workers are dropped from the tube entrances. Some of this detritus may be

incorp(;rated into the buccal pellet. Grains of sand put into the thorn entrance

are ejected. Shoots on sand dunes with the thorn entrances open to the wind

occasionally have thorns packed full of sand, and entombed larvae and work-

ers; the blowing sand entered faster than the ants could remove it. Thermis-
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tor probes are attacked in any thorn with workers in il. The fiberglass or

fingernail polish coating of the probes is chewed oH if they are left in place

tor several hours. Workers chew through tape placed over entrance holes, and

the worker in the entrance bites introduced thread or straw.

Frass or larvae of microlepidoptera are removed from the green thorns. If

a microlepidoptera larva pupates in the thorn with the consec]uent construc-

tion of a silk crosswall, the workers may not be able to enter the obstructed

area until the moth has left. The hard and smooth silk partition is sharply

angled to the thorn axis. Zygopine weevils mature in dry, unopened thorns

but the workers enter the weevil's exit hole and clean out the larval frass. No
external larval parasites of P. jerruginea have been found. Except when the

brood is in a thorn with a microlepidopteran crosswall, no arthropods besides

/'. jerruginea have been found in brood-thorns.

A few insects are found in empty thorns. A single larva of a coccincllid

beetle {Brachycantha sp.) was found in an empty thorn on a shoot occupied

l>y P. jerruginea. It had an empty thorn on a shoot occupied by /•*. jerruginea.

It had an abdominal convex plate which was used to plug the thorn behind it

when taking refuge in the apex of the non-entrance half of the thorn. It

[Hipated behind the plate. The silver-fish Prolepismina and the thrips Dice-

raththrips /wrridus are found in older empty thorns in the Campo Cotaxtla

area; Prolepismina runs rapidly and evades workers that are chasing it on the

outside of the shoot. Salticid resting webs are generally found only in the

empty thorns of auxiliary-shoots or shoots with no worker force. The spider

can cope with an occasional worker but does not resist persistent removal

attempts.

Worker activities outside the thorn. P^ehavior outside the thorn is sepa-

rated from that inside the thorn because worker activity is somewhat differ-

ent in the two areas. Activity ofT the shoot is an extension of that on the

shoot, but outside the thorn. Activities on auxiliary-shoots differ from those

on queen-shoots but these are cjuantitative differences rather than cjualitative.

These difTerences will be discussed under each aspect of behavior outside the

thorn.

1. Routine activities on undisturbed shoots. Activity outside of the thorn

is functional, either in respect to the individual worker or the colony as a

whole. There are definite activity patterns and duties. These are strongly

afTected by disturbance and therefore are discussed separately. In general,

the number of workers active on the surface of the shoot increases as disturb-

ance of the colony increases, as the weather changes from cool to hot, as col-

ony size 'ncreases, as shoot size increases, as colony age increases, and as the

number of undamaged shoot tips on the shoot increases. A queen-shoot has

larger numbers of workers on its surface than does an auxiliary-shoot of the

same size even when the total number of workers on and in each shoot is the

same. Not only do these factors influence the number of workers on the sur-
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face, but to some extent they influence the pattern of activity on the surface.

The routine activities are harvesting Beltian bodies, collecting nectar, remov-

ing damaged plant tissue, cleaning shoot surfaces, and patrolling. Less com-

monly observed are transport of brood and cutting of entrances into thorns.

A. Beltian body harvest. The Beltian bodies are deliberately harvested.

A worker seeking a Beltian body goes directly from a brood-thorn to a shoot

tip or new auxiliary tuft without making detours onto mature leaves or

thorns. If pinna-end or rachis-end Beltian bodies are not available, she goes

along and across the rows of pinnules tapping the Beltian bodies with her

antennae and licking some. The one selected is cut and torn off at the junc-

tion with the pinnule. When engaged in removing a Beltian body, a worker

is difficult to distract. They may be touched by a paintbrush and marked

without showing any reaction. This "preoccupation" is accented by the fact

that if the leaf is touched with the finger, patrolling workers often run to it

from several centimeters away but even if the harvesting worker itself is

touched, it often shows no reaction. The Beltian body is carried directly back

to the thorn from which the worker came. Workers do not exchange Beltian

bodies outside the thorn and they do not co-operate in their removal. A
Beltian body taken from a worker with forceps and left lying on a thorn axil

is usually picked up by another worker within a few minutes.

It appears that as food is needed by the larvae, a worker goes from source

to source until she finds a ripe Beltian body rather than only visiting one

growing point and perhaps returning without one. This behavior results in

even distribution of food among the brood thorns. Beltian bodies are not

com.monly found in the thorns; they are not stored by the workers, but rather

left on the leaves when there is an excess. In laboratory colonies, the Beltian

body is cut up and fed to the larvae shortly after it is brought back. Unripe

ones are ignored by the workers when placed in the glass tube.

The movements of harvesting workers are rather stereotyped. A worker

returning to a thorn with a Beltian body runs with little deviation. Her

speed is about 5 cm per second (32° C). She runs to a node within one to

three nodes from its thorn and starts to run out the thorn. If it is not the right

thorn, she turns around before moving more than 1-2 cm along the thorn.

After returning to the stem, she runs down to the next thorn. She repeats

this at successive thorns until she finds her own. She avoids contacts with

other workers and will even run through the middle of a frenzied group of

disturbed workers without stopping.

Beltian bodies are harvested during the entire 24 hour cycle. Except when

a new shoot covered with unharvested Beltian bodies is invaded by an active

colony, less than five per cent of the workers active on the surface of a shoot

are involved in harvesting. The rate of removal is correlated with the num-

ber of workers normally present on the surface of the shoot. When a trail is

established between two shoots, there is a sudden increase in the rate of Bel-



Interaction of the Bull's-horn Acacia with an Ant Inhabitant 425

tian body removal from the auxiliary-shoot. These are then carried to the

queen-shoot. Like other activities outside of the thorn the Beltian body har-

vest rate decreases as temperature decreases. During cool wather the shoot

tip grows more slowly but it can be assumed that the Beltian bodies left on

the leaves (due to the workers not leaving the thorns) are ripe since they are

harvested when diurnal temperatures rise. The pale Beltian bodies from

heavily shaded shoots are harvested in the same manner as those on insolated

shoots.

The workers do not relieve the founding queen of the duty of harvesting

Beltian bodies until there are 2-3 in the colony. This seems to be because by

the time 2-3 workers are produced, the first worker is old enough to assume

this duty. Beltian body harvest and nectar collection are the first duties to

appear among new workers outside of the thorn.

B. Nectar collection. Nectar collection is much less stereotyped than is

Beltian body harvest. Any worker may stop at a nectary to drink of her own
needs. However, this is different from the systematic visiting which results

in a distended gaster. Nectar collecting is most easily observed during the

activity period at sunrise during the latter part of the dry season. The worker

collecting nectar goes from nectary to nectary. When the gaster is swollen to

2-3 times its normal volume, the worker returns to a thorn and empties its

crop.

During the rainy season, nectar flow is more continuous and the collection

of nectar is more evenly distributed through time. At this time, workers with

the gaster distended with nectar are less frequently encountered. Workers

that are collecting nectar show variable responses to disturbance. Some will

attack intrusive animals but are not as agile as patrolling workers. They can

sting with a distended gaster.

Most of the nectar is collected by the occupants of the particular shoot,

since trails between shoots are not established until 1-2 hours after the main

nectar-collecting period at sunrise. Workers with distended gsaters are not

seen on trails between shoots but some nectar may be carried between shoots.

If the connection between two shoots is by direct branch contact, then work-

ers with distended gasters are seen to pass from shoot to shoot.

Some other sources of liquid are available, but provide a very small part

of the total liquid intake of the colony. During hot afternoons in the dry

season, workers are sometimes seen collecting sap from cuts in the shoot.

Some water soluble nutrients may be obtained from the parenchyma in

green thorns. When Beltian bodies are cut up, juices are released which may
be drunk by the workers. When small soft-bodied insects are caught and

dismembered, workers cluster around the prey and drink the body fluids.

Liquids from fresh bird droppings are utilized. If papaya, pineapple, or

mango junces are dripped onto the shoot on hot days, workers that encounter

them often drink. They do not, however, swarm to these liquids. Workers
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do not appear to regularly drink from drops of pure water placed on the

shoot surface on hot afternoons during the dry season.

C Workers removing damaged acacia tissue. Worker ants normally cut

away damaged parts of the acacia. Despite the presence of an active worker

force, phytophagous insect damage to A. cornigera is common. This is done

by insects that are unmolested by the ants (e.g., Syssphinx n7exicana), at-

tacked but not removed (e.g., Pelidnota punctulata, Coxina hadenoides), and

undetected. The stumps of shoot tips, leaf raches, and green thorns are the

commonest evidence of damage. The damaged surface dries and/or darkens

almost immediately. Within an hour or less a worker begins to cut away this

callus or necrotic tissue. This activity is first seen in maturing colonies with

200-300 workers. These damaged surfaces may be "regarded" as foreign tissue

by the worker and this excavation may be an extension of the constant clean-

ing of the shoot surface by the workers.

A worker removing damaged tissue acts like one cutting an entrance in a

green thorn. She braces herself and partly cuts and partly tears out a chunk of

tissue from 0.2-1 mm in diameter; she then turns around and drops it away

from the shoot surface. A petiole stump 15 mm long may be reduced to a

nub 1-2 mm high after 48 hours of this activity (with short interruptions).

Only rarely is more than one worker active at the same site. If another

worker comes to the site while the first is away dropping a piece of tissue,

the first worker may wait until the second leaves before resuming work.

Leaves and shoot tips that are wilted are pruned ofif. This is one of the main

reasons why heavily occupied shoots usually are very clean.

The worker may obtain some materials of use from this activity. Aside

from gathering sap, she may also use the fungal hyphae and partly rotted

tissue of the shoot to incorporate into the buccal pellet. A worker often stops

after 15-30 pieces have been removed and returns to a thorn for 1-11 minutes.

She may be giving her buccal pellet to a larva.

Only a small number of workers on the surface are active in removing

damaged tissue at any one time. This number depends on the amount of

damaged tissue sites that are present. Shoots with a large worker force usu-

ally have lower amounts of insect damage and therefore there is less occasion

for such work. Auxiliary-shoots tend to have more unremoved dead tissue

than do queen-shoots. This is due to the lower number of workers per unit

surface area of the shoot. Like other activities outside of the thorn, the ac-

tivity of removing damaged tissue disappears at low temperatures. However,

it is occasionally observed on cool nights when there are very few other work-

ers on the surface of the shoots,

D. Cleaning shoot surfaces by workers. When the colony has not been

disturbed, the majority of workers can be separated into two roughly even-

sized groups on the basis of activity. One group spends most of its time

running over the shoot surface and does relatively little cleaning; these are
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the patrolling workers which will be discussed in the next section. The other

group spends most o£ its time licking leaf surfaces, throwing off pieces of

detritus, and probing corners and crevices. These are the cleaning workers

and they tend to stay in one place (e.g., on a shoot tip or mature leaf) for

periods of 1-30 minutes. This results in bark, thorns and leaves being very

free of foreign matter. They look as if they had been freshly washed. Clean-

ing workers are first evident when the colony has 100-300 workers.

The workers of very young colonies of 2-10 workers make buccal pellets

long before systematic cleaning of the shoot surface begins. In view of this, it

is possible that some necessary part of the larval diet comes from material ob-

tained from the cleaning activity. In mature colonies, apparently all of the

workers make buccal pellets, but the cleaning workers very likely make many
more than the others. Buccal pellets from workers on shoots held in the labo-

ratory often include sand.

The cleaning activities of P. jerrtiginea aid in normal expansion of the new
leaves. All surfaces of the expanding new leaves are intensively licked. The
pinnae and pinnules are forced apart as soon as is possible without breaking

them. These surfaces are sticky until cleaned. On unoccupied shoots, the

pinnae and pinnules are often stuck together until fully expanded. It is

probable that in addition to the adherent pollen grains, fungal spores, and

dust, the ants collect this sticky substance. Those workers cleaning and pa-

trolling the growing points are the last to leave the surface of the shoot as

the air temperature falls. As many as 10 workers may be found cleaning the

terminal five cm of a shoot tip.

Mature leaves, thorns, and branches receive similar but less intensive at-

tention. When cleaning a mature leaf, the worker licks exposed surfaces and

probes into corners. She tends to stay on a single leaf for periods up to 30

minutes. Rarely are more than four cleaning workers observed on a single

mature leaf. Usually there are less. The buccal pellets of these workers are

full of dust, pollen grains, fungal spores, and unrecognizable fragments of

similar size. They remove spider webs made during the night, dead pinnules,

and leaf-roller webbing. Any object lying on the leaf surface is picked up

and carried, or dragged, to the edge of the leaf and thrown or dropped off.

Thorn and branch surfaces are treated in the same manner as mature leaves,

but have a lower density of cleaning workers.

When the colony is disturbed, it becomes impossible to distinguish clean-

ing workers from patrolling workers because both exhibit the same attack or

disturbance reaction.

E. Patrolling shoot surfaces by workers. On an undisturbed shoot's sur-

face, a large part of the workers are patrolling and at best, only momentarily

engaged in the duties described above. Many are walking or running on the

branch, thorn, and leaf surfaces. They reverse direction frequently and spend

little time cleaning the surface of the shoot. Most of the time, they appear to
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be of no direct service to the colony. These are called patrolling workers be-

cause there is a pattern to their movement, they are not distributed independ-

ently of each other, and they are responsible for most of the attacks on intru-

sive animals. With respect to any particular worker, she must be followed by

the observer for a few seconds before a decision can be made as to whether

she is patrolling or cleaning. The distinction between the two activities is

largely a function of the amount of time spent running about and the amount
spent cleaning the shoot surface. As the young colony grows, it is the patrol-

ling and cleaning workers whose numbers on the shoot surface show the

greatest increase. As with the cleaning workers, density is primarily a func-

tion of temperature, the time of day and the size of the colony.

The area patrolled by a worker is highly variable in size and part of the

plant covered. Some representative areas are 10-30 cm of a main axis, a 40 cm
lateral branch, a cluster of type B thorns, or the terminal 5-10 cm of a shoot

tip. She may stay in her roughly defined area for 1-20 minutes on a warm day

and for longer periods at night at lower temperatures. She stops and reverses

direction frequently, and is motionless for only a few seconds. During a

period of 10 minutes she might make 30 complete or partial trips through an

area composed of four internodes and four type A thorns. She often runs out

one or both sides of the thorns encountered. If cleaning workers are on a

leaf, she often does not go out on it. If it is bare she may go out on it. When
she leaves a particular patrol area, she may enter a thorn or go to another

part of the shoot and patrol. If the patrolling worker encounters dirt or web-

bing, she acts like a cleaning worker and attempts to remove it. Patrolling

workers also make buccal pellets.

The area patrolled by one worker usually overlaps that of another both in

time and space. The highest density of patrolling workers on undisturbed

shoots are found in the area of brood-thorns, area of growing points, and

occasionally on die lower trunk.

Her perception of foreign objects appears to be primarily visual, but vibra-

tions in the substrate are definitely of some importance. Since patrolling

workers rush towards small insect-sized objects that suddenly appear in their

vicinity, when these objects are 1-3 cm away, they probably are reacting to a

visual stimulus. The faster an object is moving, the further away it is per-

ceived and the quicker the worker turns toward it. In her short dashes toward

objects (insects, sand particles) entering her field of perception she may run

up to 15 cm per second. Patrolling workers frequently rush up to other

workers but they stop suddenly at the point of contact. Patrolling and clean-

ing workers are usually the first to contact intrusive organisms.

If patrolling and cleaning workers are removed from some point on the

shoot without disturbing the shoot, there is a definite rate of replacement of

these workers by workers from other surfaces of the shoot. During the first

few minutes of removing ants, the rate of replacement is high because those



Interaction of the Bull's-horn Acacia with an Ant Inhabitant 429

ants that have patroUing or cleaning duties in the area are quick to reach the

point of removel. Then as the additional workers must come from farther

and farther away, the rate slows to a relatively constant value. The size of

this value increases as one approaches the growing points and the area of

most of the brood-thorns.

The following is a representative example of worker replacement rate. On
7 Jul. 1964, four lateral branches (35 to 56 cm long) were chosen for observa-

tion on a 205 cm tall shoot containing a queen unit. Each branch had an in-

tact shoot tip. The temperature was 34° C. (9:00-11:00 a.m.). The tip of the

author's finger was held against the tip of the shoot tip and each worker that

ran out on it was collected. The branch was not moved and the workers

on the tip found the finger only through their normal activity pattern. This

was continued for 20 minutes at each branch. The four branches yielded a

mean of 20 workers (s.d.=4) per branch and was virtually free of workers

with the exception of one to five cleaning workers on mature leaves. During

the last 8-10 minutes of the collection, each ant removed came from the main

trunk and ran out to the tip of the branch. One-half hour later, the number

of workers on the branch was back to the previous level.

F. Brood and adult transport. Workers are occasionally observed carry-

ing brood members from one thorn to another, and along trails between

shoots. The larger the member, the less likely that it will be transferred. As

when carrying a Beltian body, the worker runs directly, though more slowly,

and is not distracted by other worker activity. It avoids other workers and

may run around the branch or thorn when approached. A larva or pupa is

held in the mandibles by one end. It projects forward and is held above the

substrate. If the larva cannot be pushed through the entrance on the first

attempt, the worker turns, backs into the entrance and pulls the larva

through. At times she backs in without trying to go in forward first.

Workers are occasionally transported from thorn to thorn. The carrier

holds the labial area of the one being carried and she leans back over the car-

rier's back. Her ventral side is against the dorsal side of the carrier. The car-

ried worker remains inactive, with legs held against the thorax and body

curved into a half-circle. The carried worker immediately becames active if

the pair is picked up. The carrier always backs into the entrance with a

worker. The worker being carried is usually not callow in respect to colora-

tion. Workers have not been observed to pick up other workers outside of

the thorns.

2. Trails between shoots. Passing over ground, leaves, branches, stems and

vines, the trail between shoots is a bidirectional odor path. Reversal of vine

or branch segments of the trail cause no confusion among workers. Even at

ground level the trail tends to be confined to branches and vines. Presumably

this is due to their smooth uninterrupted surfaces which act as a guide in

addition to the odor of the trail. It appears that the establishment of a trail
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requires that the first worker wander from one shoot to the next in such a

short time that his trail stays fresh enough to be followed back. Since the

distance can be crossed most rapidly along smooth and straight stems, it is

probable that they will frequently become incorporated into the surface of

the trail.

Workers may miss the trail. At branch or vine forks, a running worker

occasionally takes the wrong fork. If such lost workers are constantly laying

new trail substance, this would establish a short false trail. This is supported

by the fact that the same mistakes tend to be made at the same points by dif-

ferent workers. Sometimes a worker does not stop when she takes a wrong

turn. New trails to the shoot are thus established in this manner. Once lost

she begins to wander. If she encounters the trail in this wandering, she con-

tinues along it. When lost, she usually continues in the same direction she

was going previously. Workers rarely reverse direction on the trail more than

a few centimeters. They run rapidly and do not stop to investigate foreign

objects. On the trail, in contrast to their behavior on the shoot, they are often

timid and run away from introduced objects rather than attacking them.

A trail is started by a worker wandering approximately in the direction of

the other shoot. In the two cases observed, the worker started from the

queen-shoot. Such a worker may be following remnants of a previous odor

trail or the queen-unit may "remember" where the auxiliary-shoot is. Other

workers follow and cover many segments of the path of the first worker. The

new trail often follows many of the same twigs used on previous days' trails.

The trail does not always pass from the queen-shoot to an auxiliary-shoot.

As many as 14 shoots may be connected by active trails at the same time. The

usual number is 2-4. The trail may be as long as 12 meters between any two

shoots, but is usually 0.5-2 meters in straight line distance. By going up and

down vertical stems and vines, the trail maye be 2-3 times this length.

Once the trail is established, it may be retained for a few minutes up to

10-12 hours. Termination mechanisms are not understood. Presence and use

of trails is correlated with colony age, colony size, distance between shoots,

and the availability of food. How consistently the trails between shoots are

re-established is primarily a function of these same variables. Very old colo-

nies with few workers tend only to have auxiliary-units that are connected

by direct branch to branch contacts.

A. Relation of colony size to trail. In areas of moderate to high shoot

density, colonies with over 1,000 workers almost always have one or more

auxiliary-shoots that must be reached over surfaces of objects that are not A.

cornigera. The number of auxiliary-shoots increases with the size of the

colony. This may be because more workers leave a large colony; therefore

the chances are higher that a given unoccupied shoot will be encountered by

members of a large colony. In addition, the larger a colony is, the less likely

it is that its shoot will produce enough food for it. Many colonies in the
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Temascal area could never maintain their size on the products of any one of

the shoots that they occupy. In general, the larger the colony the longer the

trails, but medium sized colonies (2,000 workers) may also have very long

trails. The larger the colony the more consistently the trails are re-estab-

lished between the auxiliary-shoots and the queen-shoot.

B. Distance between the shoots. The discovery of a shoot that will become

an auxiliary-shoot must be done by random wandering of a worker. The
further away the shoot, the lower is the probability that the worker will

wander to it and return to the queen-shoot. The maximum distance over

which this can be done is shortened by the fact that the longer the shoot re-

mains without an auxiliary-unit, the greater are its chances of developing its

own colony or being destroyed by biotic mortality agents.

C. Food availability and trail formation. During the cool and dry season,

when growth slows in most shoots, there is increased trail forming activity

in order to find shoots with Beltian bodies. This attempt is unsuccessful for

the most part. During this season, worker populations are reduced in auxil-

iary-shoots. The total colony size decreases and many auxiliary-shoots are

vacated or abandoned. When new growth occurs at the end of the dry season

and during the rainy season, it is often the case that a single shoot does not

produce enough food for the queen-unit or large auxiliary-unit that occupies

it. New trails are then re-established. The new distribution of a queen-unit's

auxiliary-unit may not be the same as in the previous season, since the same

colony may not find the same shoots that it occupied previously.

D. Relation of time of day and weather to trails. Trails between shoots

are established and maintained during clear or slightly overcast sky condi-

tions. They are not consistently begun or ended at any particular air tempera-

ture. Usually, the air temperature is over 29° C. and ground temperatures

may be as high as 50° C. Trails may become established, persist, or be aban-

doned at any time between sunrise and sunset. It appears that trail activity

will persist at lower temperatures in the morning and late afternoon than

during the midday hours. At night, workers have not been observed to travel

between shoots that do not have contacting branches.

E. Relation of worker activity to trail formation. A sudden 3-20 fold in-

crease in the number of workers outside of the thorns on the shoot is often

associated with the establishment of a trail to another shoot. Many of these

workers are not those using the trail. Between the time that the trail is

established, and the time that it terminates, the numbers passing in each direc-

ion are at best only subequal. Rates may be as high as 6 workers per minute

going one way for a 30-60 minute period. Workers are often carrying Beltian

bodies (usually from the auxiliary-shoot to queen-shoot) or brood (usually

from the queen-shoot to auxiliary-shoot). For example, on 28 May 1964, a

trail was observed between a 140 cm queen-shoot and a 46 cm auxiliary-shoot

from 5:15-5:48 p.m. (31° C). It was at ground level and 520 cm long. Three
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meters of this length were on a vine 1 cm in diameter. During the period of

observation, 16 ants bearing Beltian bodies, and 106 ants carrying no load

passed from the auxiliary-shoot to the queen-shoot. During the same period,

39 ants carrying each a larva 1-3 mm long, and 59 ants carrying no load passed

from the queen-shoot to the auxiliary-shoot. One worker was carried each

way. The next day, the queen-shoot contained 2,421 workers and the auxil-

iary-shoot contained 206.

3. Division of labor among workers. Among colonies of about the same

size occupying shoots of about the same size, there is consistency in the num-

bers of workers on the surface of the shoot doing the same things. These

numbers are highly influenced by weather and disturbance. Workers in one

thorn can only communicate with those in another thorn by going to that

thorn, or by chemical communication (e.g., alarm odors). Therefore, except

for patrolling and cleaning workers, it is probable that the groups doing dif-

ferent things are relatively independent of each other. That is to say, the

numbers of workers gathering Beltian bodies is independent of the number

of cleaning workers (although of course the two numbers are correlated). It

is only a small part of the workers in a unit that are on the surface of the

shoot at any one time (less than 20 percent unless the colony is disturbed).

What each individual worker is doing is apparently not related to its size but

rather to its age and the amount of disturbance the colony has experienced.

A. Relation of size to division of labor. Measurements of entire colonies

show only weak monomorphic allometry. Collections of workers performing

various duties do not indicate that any size class is restricted to a particular

duty or vice versa. Until a colony has produced about 2,000 workers, the

mean worker size rises as the colony ages. Young colonies characteristically

have smaller workers cleaning and patrolling; however, these are also the

oldest workers in the colony. Workers as small as those of a colony with 50

workers, may be found performing any duty in a colony with 4,000 workers.

These small workers are much more rarely encountered in a colony of such

a large size because few in this size range are produced; most of those pro-

duced when colony was young have long since died.

B. Relation of age to division of labor. Since workers of all sizes may

perform a given duty, it is suspected that the age of the worker dictates the

duty she performs. This may explain why some small young colonies are

more aggressive than some larger young colonies; the former, though smaller,

have older workers. As a colony ages, the possession of a larger and larger

cleaning and patrolling force may be in great part due to the increase in the

number of older workers. Callow and young workers in the laboratory are

less active in feeding the brood, investigating new objects, attacking intro-

duced founding queens, and running out of the tube. Patrolling workers are

almost always the darkest (and thus the oldest) on the shoot. Darkening of

workers with age in laboratory colonies is related to increased aggression to
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foreign objects both inside and outside of the glass tube. It is probable that

the successive appearance of workers that harvest Beltian bodies, collect nec-

tar, transport brood, open green thorns, clean, and patrol in the maturing

colony is associated with increase in age of certain colony numbers rather

than the concomitant increase in colony numbers.

C. Relation of disturbance to division of labor. When a shoot is shaken

many workers emerge from the thorns. If no further disturbance occurs,

they gradually return into the thorns. The number left on the surface after

the colony is calm approximates the number that were there before the dis-

turbance. In some cases the number of workers that remain is lower. It is

not known if the workers that came out of the thorns were performing a

duty within the thorns. All workers will sting if handled roughly and often

sting even with less provocation.

However, even with severe shaking of the shoot, it is difficult to induce

more than about 50 percent of the workers to leave the thorns. On this basis,

it could be said that up to 50 percent of the workers are committeed to per-

form the duty of defending the colony outside of the thorns while about 50

percent are committed to tending the brood. These workers in the thorns are

are very aggressive towards objects entering intact or broken thorns. When
an auxiliary-shoot or queen-shoot is being invaded by another colony, very

large numbers of workers are outside of the thorns but it is impossible to de-

termine which belong to which colony.

4. Reaction to intrusive objects by workers. A. Perception. Cleaning and

patrolling workers are usually the first to encounter intrusive objects. Their

numbers are augmented from inside the thorns to a degree related to the

severity of the disturbance and the amount of alarm substance released. In-

trusive objects are anything besides a swollen-thorn acacia or a member of

the colony. Seedling swollen-thorn acacias are destroyed as intrusive until

they are old enough to have developed the characteristics of swollen-thorn

acacias. Objects are intrusive when they contact the shoot or are in the circu-

lar area around the base of the shoot where plants are attacked.

The alarm substance, a musky, rancid onion odor, is released from the

mandibular glands of an excited worker. When perceived by another worker,

it causes a doubling or more in running and turning rate, and produces a

reaction that can be described as "rushing frantically about over the surface

of leaves and branches." The worker in the thorn entrance is in an ideal site

to pick up this air-borne substance and join the other workers and/or com-

municate with workers in the thorn. The odors released by a large colony

can be carried at least 10 meters downwind to cause a disturbance reaction in

other colonies. Since the colony disturbed by this odor also releases alarm

substance, the colonies in a stand of shoots can become excited in a few min-

utes. A large disturbed colony can be smelled by the author at least 3 meters

downwind. The alarm substance of one worker can be smelled by crushing
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the worker's head between one's fingers. Once a worker has discharged its

alarm substance following rough handling, it is relatively odorless when

crushed. It is not known if a worker releases the alarm substance when in

individual combat with another worker, or when mauling intrusive vegeta-

tion. The odor is most evident when a shoot is shaken or a large animal

moves within about 1 m of it.

The worker with its very large compound eyes can detect movement of

man-sized objects at least a meter away from the shoot. A queen-unit with

as few as 75 workers on the shoot surface may show a strong disturbance

reaction to the movement of an observer 1 m downwind. The larger the

colony, the quicker it reacts. A sheet of white paper waved nearby causes

the same reaction. A group of patrolling and cleaning workers on a growing

point can be excited by waving a finger 10 cm away from the workers. Work-

ers carrying brood may be caused to run behind the branch by similar move-

ments. No reaction is observed if the finger is not moved. If a twig or finger

is waved back and forth 1 cm from a patrolUing worker, she often reaches

out for it. At night, small shadows produced by the light from a flashlight

and that are moving on leaf or branch surfaces may be attacked. Cleaning

and patrolling workers often walk past motionless insects but attack them

immediately when they move. Patrolling workers frequently chase other

workers passing through their patrol area; the faster the worker moves the

more likely that it will be chased. While contact with the worker stops the

attack, a visual stimulus appears to initiate it. The worker sees moving ob-

jects behind, in front, above, and to the sides. The reaction to movement is

even more noticeable when the reaction is one of avoidance. A fleeing worker

is extremely difficult to grasp with forceps due to her dodging ability.

The odor of a man or cow appears to excite a unit; slow (to avoid a

visual stimulus) downwind approach often results in a disturbance reaction,

though it is not as strong as when the shoot is shaken. The lepidopterous

larvae (Syssphinx mexicana, Rosetna dentijera) which are not attacked by P.

jerntginea appear to have developed a colony odor. If one is moved to a

shoot belonging to a different colony it is attacked with the same intensity as

other insect species. Even the foliage on which the caterpillar is sitting may
be attacked if placed on a foreign shoot.

Shaking the shoot or cutting into the trunk with a saw produces a general

disturbance reaction. It is assumed that the vibration caused by chewing of

Sigmodon hispidiis has the same eflfect. The workers probably sense the

vibration directly through the substrate. Workers seem adept at concentrat-

ing at the point of contact of the disturbing object with the shoot. Those

workers accidentally contacting the area in their disturbed activity tend to

stay there. While the worker runs, her antennae are sometimes held against

the substrate and sometimes held in front or elevated.
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B. Reaction to inanimate objects. In general, the workers remove all

inanimate objects from the shoot. Dust, spores, and pollen grains are incor-

porated into the buccal pellet. Small dirt lumps are broken apart and the

fragments dropped off the shoot. Stones too large for two or three workers to

remove are eventually ignored. Spider webbing and leaf-roller webbing are

pulled off though some types take several days to remove. Embioptera webs
are cut through and pulled off but the workers are slow in doing it. Loose

dead twigs and leaves are pulled until they fall from the shoot. Wire, string,

and paint are attacked by biting and stinging. Eventually they are ignored,

presumably after developing the colony odor. Banding compound ("Stikem,"

Michel and Pelton Co., Oakland, California) is at first attacked, but later is

approached cautiously. Bird nests are usually not attacked even in queen-

shoots. They eventually rot away or an occasional straw may be removed by

a worker. They remain long enough for a set of nestlings to be reared. Adult

and nesting birds are not attacked. In plot B, the fruits of Mitntingia calabura

were often found impaled on the thorns of A. cornigera after falling from the

tree. The workers worked both night and day at chewing out pieces of the

fruit and dropping them off the shoot. However, some workers became as

distended with the sap from this fruit as they did with foliar nectar.

C. Reaction to insect-sized animals. Insect-sized animals are with few

exceptions, attacked by the workers of P. ferruginea. These animals usually

leave the shoot following the attack of a single worker. They rarely cause a

general disturbance reaction. Caterpillars may require a numbers of work-

ers to chase them before they are willing to let go of the leaf and fall. Those

insects which are ignored (Syssphinx mexicana, Rosema clentijera) cause no

change in individual worker behavior. Those which are attacked yet im-

pervious to biting and stinging (Pelidnota ptinctitlata) cause a local disturb-

ance involving 2-100 workers and lasting as long as the insect is present. If

an insect runs past a patrolling worker too fast for her to follow, she increases

her speed and runs in short dashes through the area where the insect passed.

If a worker encounters the leg of a large insect (i.e., walking-stick; Phasma-

tidae), and the insect just lifts its leg out of the worker's reach, the worker

runs in tight circles and up and down the surface. If an insect shakes the

leaf on which a worker is cleaning or patrolling, she begins to run rapidly

over the leaf surface and may go back to the branch and out on neighboring

leaves. Thirty seconds to a minute are required for her to calm down if no

further disturbance occurs. Sufficient alarm substance is not released by a

single excited worker for the author to smell it, but workers within 10-15 cm
of the excited worker often become excited too. Some insects (especially

chrysomeiid beetles) often sense the presence of a walking or running worker,

and jump or fall from the leaf before they are contacted.

A given worker does not invariably attack the animal encountered, but if

it does, it grasps the animal with mandibles, prothoracic legs, and meta-
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thoracic legs, and stings by bringing the gaster under the thorax. An attempt

is made to cUng to the substrate with the mesothoracic legs. Workers pulled

away from the leaf, continue to wave the mesothoracic legs in an attempt to

grasp a support. If the sting cannot penetrate the object from the normal

position, the gaster is moved around until a soft place is located. The animal

usually leaves before the sting penetrates. At times it carries off the worker

still hanging to an appendage, but often the ant releases its hold immediately

after attacking. Small soft bodied insects (Lepidoptera larvae, moths, brood

of Pseiidomynnex gracilis mexicana, aphids), are sometimes held and stung

until they are paralyzed. A single sting of a few seconds duration behind the

head is usually sufficient to paralyze a 1-cm-long geometrid larva in 20-30

seconds. A larva the size of a worker may be carried to a thorn and presum-

ably used as food for the larvae. However, competition often develops be-

tween the workers that attack the larva, and often they try to hold it against

the pull of the worker trying to carry it away. A third faction develops in the

form of workers that attempt to take the dead larva and drop it off the shoot

as if it were a bit of detritus. If the larva is larger than a worker, it takes

several workers to hold it down and requires a series of stings to paralyze it.

As more workers gather at the scene each tries to pull the larva in a different

direction. A few workers cut into the larva. The larva is eventually

stretched and torn into pieces which are then carried to a thorn (rarely) or

dropped off the leaf (usually). There appears to be no co-ordination of ac-

tivity on the part of the workers. Workers never cooperate in the transport of

a piece of larva. Each one treats the larva as if she were the only ant attacking

it.

Founding queens are often killed by the workers of the shoot on which

the queen attempts to establish a colony. When founding c|ueens are being

removed from thorns, the worker grabs one of the queen's antennae with

her mandibles, and pulls until the queen is partly out. Then she tries to sting

the queen. If the worker is successful in removing the founding queen, they

may become entangled and drop to the ground with the worker stinging the

queen. The queen also tries to sting the worker. The worker kills the c]ueen

in most cases. On the shoot, the worker may drag her around by an antenna

or leg until she escapes or the worker is joined by others. Several workers

may attack the same founding queen.

The only obvious relation between the size of the insect and frequency of

worker attack is that big insects are easier to find, usually slower, and move

the foliage more. Whether or not the insect is phytophagous of habit seems

to have little bearing on the attack. Movement by the insect, and particularly

the jerkiness of this movement, is of great importance. The placement of the

insect on the shoot influences the probability that a worker will encounter it,

and the probability that the worker will be aggressive toward it. For exam-

ple, an insect on the uppermost terminal shoot tip of an occupied shoot, in the
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rainy season, is normally attacked within a second or less. That not all in-

sects are attacked is due to the insects' properties, the particular worker en-

countering the insect, and the numhers of workers active on the outside of the

shoot.

Those variables which influence the number of undisturbed workers on

the outside of the shoot also affect the efficiency of the unit in removal of

small animals from the shoot surface. Since phytophagous insect activity de-

creases greatly during cool or dry weather, decrease of worker activity at these

times may be less critical than it would be during the growing season. How-
ever, there is enough phytophagous insect activity during the cool and dry

season so that when combined with the physiological reduction in shoot

growth rates, the result is that intact shoot tips on lengthening branches arc

almost nonexistent during this period of relative worker inactivity. During

the dry season, workers are less active on cool nights and the larvae of the

noctuid Coxina hadenoides do heavy damage. During the growing season,

many workers are active at night as well as day and they are effective in low-

ering the incidence of many nocturnal feeders.

The workers of P. jerntginea are effective in keeping other insects off the

shoots both during the day and night. This is shown clearly in Table 2. This

data was obtained by direct counts of the insects present on occupied and un-

occupied shoots between 13 Jun. and 29 Jul. 1964. All species of ants, bees,

wasps, and flying lepidoptera are excluded in the counts. The shoots were in

control and experimental subplots and at each recording, all shoots in a given

subplot were examined. Since some colonies do not have workers active out-

side of the thorns on cooler nights, these plants were recorded as unoccupied

even though they contained a colony. However, these plants constitute less

than one percent of the sample. Night-time recordings were made with a

flashlight. No recordings were made in the rain. No subplot was recorded

within five hours of the previous recording. Over 90 percent of the unoccu-

pied shoots were in treatment subplots and over 90 percent of the occupied

shoots were in control subplots.

The insects found on occupied shoots (240) have quite diflferent character-

istics from those found on unoccupied shoots (3124). Of the 240 insects, 88

were larvae of Syssphinx mexicana. 63 were larvae of Coxina hadenoides, and

40 were adults of Pelidnota punctidata. S. mexicana is not attacked unless it

begins to feed on the uppermost undamaged shoot tips; all 40 of the larvae

were on mature foliage. C. hadinoides is attacked by P. jerntginea, but un-

less the frequency of attack is high, it is not removed. P. punctidata is at-

tacked persistently but ignores the workers. Most of the other insects present

on occupied shoots were being chased off at the time of recording or were on

shoots with only a few (5-25) workers active outside of the thorns. There

were 3 P. punctidata, 43 S. mexicana and 182 C. hadenoides among the 3124

insects on unoccupied shoots. A sample of worker effectiveness of this type
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Table 2. Incidence of phytophagous insects at night and during the day on
shoots of Acacia cornigera occupied by Pseudomyrmex jerruginea, and on un-

occupied shoots, during the first part of the 1964 rainy season.

Day Occupied Unoccupied

No. of shoots examined 1,241 1,109

No. of shoots with insects li 427

No. of insects on the shoots 48 977

No. of insects known to feed on A. cornigera 45 894

Night

No. of shoots examined 847 793

No. of shoots with insects 109 466

No. of insects on the shoots 192 2,147

No. of insects known to feed on A. cornigera 187 2,114

is compUcated by the fact that once an unoccupied shoot has had its new
foliage and shoot tips removed, and has ceased growth, many phytophagous

insects are no longer interested in the shoot as a source of food and therefore

do not remain on the shoot.

Since queen-shoots have more activity outside of the thorns than do auxil-

iary-shoots, the thoroughness of removal of animals is likewise greater on

queen-shoots. Patrolling and cleaning activity is heaviest in the central thorn

area and on new growing points. Animals are almost never seen in these

areas on a shoot with a worker force outside of the thorns. Less continuous

patrolling and cleaning activity is necessary to insure the removal of seden-

tary phytophagous insects (aphids, mealy-bugs).

D. Reaction to large animals. Shaking the shoot by a large animal ap-

pears to cause a disturbance reaction by the entire colony. In a small young

colony, it may cause all the workers outside of the thorns to hide in the foli-

age or enter the thorns. During heavy winds or cold weather, only a few

workers will leave the thorns if the shoot is shaken and these soon fall off or

return to the thorns. The usual reaction to shaking the shoot is an increase

in the rate of movement and in the number of workers on the shoot surface.

For example, on 11 May 1964, the main axis of a 95 cm tall shoot was tapped

sharply 20 times with a pencil at 9:30 a.m. (34° C). Within 30 seconds, the

number of workers outside of the thorns rose from 52 to 130. Four and one-

half minutes later (no further disturbance) the number had fallen to 65

workers on the outside of the thorns. This shoot contained a queen-unit with

about 500 workers in it. The number of workers outside of the thorns of a

250 cm shoot under similar conditions rises from about 250 to 350 workers,

and falls to the previous value in about 10 minutes. A similar rise in activity

may be associated with the recent establishment of a trail to another shoot,

invasion by another colony, perception of the body odor from a large mam-
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mal, or visual perception of such an animal near the shoot. This increase in

number of workers outside of the thorns should not be confused with normal

increases in activity such as those at sunrise and sunset. Following severe

disturbance, it may take an hour or more for the activity on the surface to

return to normal levels. It is very difficult to determine normal levels since

worker behavior is frequently modified by animals, wind, rain, changes in

temperature, and the activity of the colony itself. The rate of return to normal

levels of activity increases as the temperature decreases.

The reaction to a large animal is varied in the individual worker, but con-

sistent in colonies with more than 200-500 workers. When foliage is torn or

chewed from the shoot, it may take a few seconds to a minute or more for a

general disturbance reaction to take place. The patrolling and cleaning work-

ers on the growing points react immediately. There are those workers which

do not attack (Beltian body harvesters, nectar collectors, etc.) but the colony

always contains workers that will. Further, it appears that the more alarm

substance released, the more workers there are that will leave the thorns. The

ability to react to alarm substance apparently increases with increasing age of

the worker. The attacking worker runs out onto the contacting animal and

usually bits, stings, and tries to pull away after a second to a minute or more.

The barbed sting sheath often holds her in place. She also releases alarm sub-

stance. It is possible that this alarm substance serves as an aposematic stimu-

lus to browsing mammals (cattle, horses, goats, deer, cricetid rodents). It

would be especially helpful in recognizing Acacia cornigera at night.

E. Worker damage to plant parts. When diurnal temperatures are over

26-28° C, any plant that does not have the characteristics of a swollen-thorn

acacia, and contacts the shoot, may be mauled by a worker (Fig. 34, 36-38).

There is a circular area under the shoot in which other plants are also mauled

(Fig. 35) ; this produces a circle of bare ground varying in diameter and dis-

tinctness that is usually not greater than the diameter of the canopy. Shoots

with over 200-500 workers that have occupied the shoot for several months or

more are free of vines and do not have growing branches or shoots of other

plants within the canopy. There are some exceptions to the above statements.

The plant part is mauled and this results in a blackened necrotic area.

The workers persist until contact with the A. cornigera shoot is lost due to

withering of the plant part (Fig. 37 and 38). On the ground they persist

until all green or soft tissue is gone . There are often large nobs of callus tis-

sue on the ends of intrusive branches that have repeatedly tried to produce

leaves. On branches with leaves, the petiole is attacked and the leaves fall ofiF.

In open grassland, there may be no more than a patch of bare dirt around the

base of the trunk (Fig. 35b) . When the shoot grows in roadside mats of vines

there is a small hole in the mat where the trunk comes through, and no vines

use the shoot as a standard. In dense vegetation, this activity produces a

cylindrical space free of foreign vegetation around the shoot. In the produc-
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Fig. 34. Workers of I'scitdoniyrmex fernigiiiea attacking the tendrils of a vine of Ipomoea
sp. that was placed over an upper node of an occupied shoot of Acacia cornigera a few minutes
before. Within five minutes, the more slender tendrils had been pruned off. Three of the
workers in the area of the thorn axil are biting into the tendril. The number of workers in the
photograph is representative of those usually present around a foreign object of this size that
does not move. Photo 1 Aug. 1964 in second growth vegetation 7 km east of Temascal.

tion of the cylindrical empty space around the shoot, the growing points of

other plants are mauled when they contact the shoot. The workers may chew
them for distances up to 30-40 cm back from the point of contact. The sub-

sequent death or leaflessness of the branch over this distance leaves a gap
between other green plant matter and the shoot. If the base of the other plants

are within the basal circle, the workers travel up the stems to the growing

points and destroy them if they are equal to the A. cornigera shoot in height

or lower (Fig. 38).

If a vine or branch falls across the shoot, the workers may not be able to

remove it but they often kill such a stem by girdling it. The reaction to a

foreign plant may be immediate or it may take a few days of warm weather

for damage to appear. A tender vine tip (Convolvulaceae) may be killed in

a few minutes. The rapidity with which an intrusive plant part is removed is
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Fig. 35. a. The basal circle under a one year old queen-shoot occupied by a large colony

of Psetidomyrmex feiriiginea. The shoot was 165 cm tall. The basal circle is 40 cm in diameter

and is completely devoid of living leaves of other species of plants. The leafless woody stems

are those that sprouted from old root stock at the site before the colony of P. jeiruginea had
grown to a size sufficient to keep them pruned. All annual herbs and vines that sprouted in

the basal circle were killed in the seedling stage from mauling by the workers. Photo 27 Jul.

1964, in second growth 7 km east of Tcmascal. b. The basal circle under a two year old

queen-shoot occupied by a large colony of Pseitdomyrmex jerrtiginea. The Acacia conngera

was 400 cm tall, and was a sucker from an old cut stump that can be seen between the

bases of the two main suckers. The basal circle is about 100 cm in diameter. Its freedom from

foreign living plants of any kind is due to the cumulative effect of two years of mauling by

the ants. Further, any small seeds that fall into the basal circle are carried outside of it and
dropped by the workers. The density of workers in the basal circle was about 1 per 200 cm^.

This site was burned on 19 May 1964; the basal circle was sufficiently free of dead plant matter

so that the fire did not approach close enough to scorch the bark and kill the shoot. Photo

27 Jul. 1964 in regeneration after a fire 5 km east of Temascal.
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Fig. 36. a. On the left, a normal shoot tip of Totirnefortia hirsutissima. On the right, a

shoot tip of T. hirsutissima that began to grow into the canopy of an occupied shoot of

Acacia cornigera and was mauled by P. jeiruginea. Both of these shoot tips are from the

same individual plant and are of subcqual age. It is this type of mauling activity that keeps

the occupied shoot free from vines and that produces a cylindrical space around the shoot

that is relatively free from foreign vegetation. Photograph taken in late June, in plot P.

b. As in Fig 36a except that the plant is a woody vine-shrub.



Interaction of the Bull's-horn Acacia with an Ant Inhabitant 443

Fig. il . a. As in Fig. 36a except that the plant is the shrub Bixa orellana. b. As in Fig.

36a except that the plant is the vine Bignonia tingtiis-cati. The upper shoot tip grew into an

occupied shoot.

an increasing function of colony size and diurnal temperatures. The size of

the lateral and basal clear area is definitely associated with the individual

colony as well as its size. The workers in young colonies start mauling other

plants when there are about 200 workers in the colony. Workers mauling

foreign plants are easily distracted; they are often aggressive to the distractor.

Some sap or plant tissue may be collected during the mauling. It is not

likely that mauling of plant parts is a simple gathering of food because it is
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least noticeable dtiring the dry season when produce from the shoot is low-
est in quantity, and it ceases at such a short distance from the shoot.

Workers on trails between shoots usually ignore the green plant matter
that they walk on. However, the vines that are used for trails sometimes
come in direct contact with the shoot and are mauled at this point. When
mauling is done along a trail it is done to lateral growing points of the vine.

With the exception of some terrestrial bromeliads and Agavaceae, the

growing points or leaves of all intrusive plants are successfully mauled. Cases
of little or no damage to intrusive foliage are associated with unoccupied
shoots, small auxiliary-units in large shoots, cool weather, or very recent

growth of the intrusive vegetation. Very pubescent growing points, corky
branches, and coarse-leaved grasses are mcjst slowly damaged. Seedlings of

swollen-thorn acacias without swollen thorns, Bcltian bodies, and leaves with
petiolar nectaries, are destroyed.

Behavior of reproductive female. Inside the thorn before copulation. In

lal-K)ratory colonies, alate females that are 12-36 hours old have been observed
receiving regurgitated honey from workers. They spend much time standing
motionless in the tube and do not react to the presence of brood in a recogniz-

able manner.

Outside the thorn before copulation. Alate females leave the thorn 1-3

days after emerging. Workers have not been observed to restrain alates from
leaving in laboratory colonies or in the field. When a thorn containing alates

is broken open, no effort is made by the workers to restrain the alates that

leave. In the laboratory, they leave the brood thorns singly V.-l hours before

actual sunrise (sunrise as here used means actual appearance of the sun above
the horizon). They run about on the thorn for 1-10 minutes and then fly to

the screened window. On this window, males pay no attention to females.

In the field, alate females have been observed with a flashlight to leave the

shoot 80-42 minutes before sunrise. They fly rapidly out and up in a straight

line and in the dark it is not possible to follow this flight. Some ignore the

flashlight but others fly to it. There are no records of P. jerruginea being col-

lected at lights. They are seen running on branches and the main axis of the

shoot, generally in an upward direction. While most fly from the top of the

shoot, some leave from lower points. There are large numbers of workers on
the shoot at this time but those encountering the alates ignore them. Air

temperatures are usually 22-23° C. (range 21-25° C). No exit has been ob-

served during rain or drizzle. When diurnal maxima are in the 18-24' C.

range, the alates do not leave the shoot.

After leaving the shoot, she flies upwind to a tall object in the area of the

shcjot; mating swarms have been observed on telephone poles, palms, roof-

tops, and broad leafed tree tops. All such substrates stand well above the sur-

rounding vegetation. She lands on the substrates 5-15 meters above the

ground. She stands for a few seconds and then elevates the gaster and opens
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Fig. 38. On the left ib a portion of the canopy of an occupied Acacia cornigera. On the

right is a leafless shoot tip of an unidentified shrub in the Leguminosae. The base of the shrub

was in the basal circle of the acacia and the acacia grew upward to encompass the shrub. The

leaves of the shrub were then killed by the workers of Psetidomyrmex feniiginea, and any new
buds were likewise killed. Photo November 1963 in plot I.
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the sting chamber. The sting is fully extended and pointed upward. Pre-

sumably she is releasing a sex attractant at this time. She holds this position

until one of the males running on the surface encounters her and mounts to

copulate. Once the genitalia are joined and the male stops moving, copula-

tion lasted exactly 10 seconds for five timed pairs. At the end of copulation,

the female turns and begins to bite and push the male ofT. At this time, the

pair usually falls free. They break apart while spinning earthwards or im-
mediately after landing. During high swarming activity, as many as 500
pairs in copula may drop from the swarm in 15 minutes. On Jul. 28 1964, it

was estimated that 3,000 newly impregnated queens were produced by the

three mating swarms in the trees over 2 acres around plots K, P, N, and O.
During the later part of the dry season, there were some mornings when not

over 10 copulations took place in a single swarm. A large spider, Selenops

galapagoensis, and the vespids {Polybia occidentalis pygmaea, and Stelopo-

lybia areata (Say)) which prey on the males have not been seen to capture

females.

Outside the thorn after copulation. Immediately upon breaking away
from the male and alighting on a surface, the alate queen stands still, elevates

her gaster, and pumps the terminal segments of the gaster. This action lasts

30-60 seconds. This presumably works the sperm packet into the spermatheca

and closes the genital chamber. After the gaster is lowered, she stands for 1-15

minutes on the substrate and then runs or flies away. Observation of this

activity is facilitated by spreading a sheet below the mating swarm. These
females show negative phototaxis to strong lights. They will sting at any
time.

The search for Acacia cornigera shoots begins immediately. If a shoot

is encountered at this time, the newly impregnated queen reacts to it in the

same manner as a female which has been searching for at least a day. A trac-

ing of the route of a searching alate female has the appearance of a long string

scattered on the floor. She flies short hops of 5-200 cm and runs over leaf and
stem surfaces. At a distance, the shoot lacks an odor or sight attraction to

these females. Frequently a searching queen flies or runs within 5-20 mm of a

leaf or trunk of A. cornigera and does not turn toward it. Later, upon touch-

ing the same or a different shoot, she stops and investigates. She often covers

the same general area or plant surface two or more times and tends to stay

within 1-3 meters of some arbitrary point for 10 or more minutes. Alate

queens do not search at night or when diurnal maximum air temperatures

are below 24° C.

Upon touching a small unoccupied shoot, the searching queen runs onto

it and then over most of the branch and trunk surfaces. She shows a definite

avoidance reaction to other queens and insects by backing rapidly away and/

or running around to the other side of the stem, and then either running or

pausing motionless. She may jump ofif. If she does not wander off, and is not
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scared ofiF by another queen or insect, she begins to pull off her wings with

hind and mid-legs within a few minutes. This may take up to 10 minutes.

When dealate, she wanders about over the surface of the shoot examining en-

trances. If she finds a thorn without a queen, she enters and does not leave ex-

cept for food. If all are occupied, and she finds a new green thorn, she often

begins to construct an entrance hole. If not distracted, she will continue until

out of sight. This work is continued at night and requires 10-25 hours.

If a thorn is not available, she may wander off, stay on the shoot until

eaten by a predator, or be scared off. She also may enter and occupy a thorn

temporarily vacated by another founding queen searching for food. The

starved brood occasionally found with a founding queen indicates that the

invading queen may not adopt the strange brood. If she can gain entrance, a

searching queen may fight with the resident founding queen. On two occa-

sions a thorn has been opened when a founding queen and a searching queen

were fighting inside. A dead queen is occasionally found in a thorn with a

new founding queen in the entrance. On one occasion, a founding queen was

observed to throw the fragments of a decomposed founding queen out of the

thorn entrance. When there are two entrance holes in the thorn, one queen

positions herself in each entrance. There is no evidence that either of these

queens survives to rear brood in such a thorn. Two queens will not tolerate

each other and one cannot guard both entrances. In the morning, in an area

where there are large mating swarms, as many as 36 dealate females (search-

ing queens) have been found on the surface of 25-45 cm tall A. corntgera

shoots growing on bare ground (Fig. 9).

When a searching queen encounters a shoot with a worker force, she

searches it the same manner as an unoccupied shoot. Normally, her contacts

with workers are so frequent that she quickly drops off. If she is caught and

held, she is killed by stinging. Usually the worker that catches her leg drops

off with her to the ground. Since auxiliary-shoots often have a lower worker

force than queen-shoots of the same size, she has more chance to find an un-

occupied thorn and enter it. She cannot return to her parent colony without

being killed by the workers.

Once having left the shoot for any of the above reasons, she wanders until

she finds another shoot or dies. Some queens undoubtedly examine large

numbers of shoots before they die. Searching queens are commonly found

wandering on the ground and on low stems. They may leave shoots of A.

cornigera and hide in hollow twigs during hot afternoons, and return to the

shoot at night. In glass tubes without food and water, dealate queens may

live at least 18 days. They can therefore search for this length of time, and

probably longer since water and nectar are available in the field. They are

most active on the shoots in the early morning and late afternoon. During

the mid-day hours they are often found motionless on shaded parts of the

shoot.



448 The Um\ersity Science Bulletin

In the field, there are many more searching queens than there are new
thorns on unoccupied shoots. On hot days in the rainy season, searching

queens are as dense as three per m" ot three months old regenerating vegeta-

tion. The number of searching queens seems greatly reduced during the cool

and dry season, but founding queens are still relatively abundant in the

thorns. Eventually, the maximum number of colony c|ueens is one per shoot.

Therefore, high mortality must occur among searching and founding queens.

During the dry season, searching t]ueens constitute a major part of the diet

of the lizard Sceloponis variabilis. It is commonplace for the stomach and

intestine of a single lizard to contain the remains of 5-30 t|ueens. Bird drop-

pings frequently contain queen head capsules. Spiders (e.g., Dipoena oco-

singo, Tmanis ineptus, Corythalia sp.) are commonly found on and off the

shoot with searching queens as prey.

Searching queens are not aggressive. They see well and are very alert to

movement. They notice hand movements at distances of 20-100 cm. Queens

sting when picked up and squeezed. In a tender area of skin, they can cause

the same amount of pain as a worker.

When a searching queen encounters a shoot of Acacia chiapensis, she re-

acts to it in the same manner as to a shoot of A. cornigera, except it takes her

much longer to cut the entrance hole. On those shoots that have hard thorn

walls and a tough inner parenchyma, she often only clears out enough of the

parenchyma to admit her body. She is not successful in rearing brood in

these cases. A three meter tall shoot of A. chiapensis may have several hun-

dred thorns with entrances made by founding t^ueens of P. ferruginea; these

thorns are almost invariably empty. An established colony of P. ferruginea

in a shoot of A. cornigera is quite willing to use an adjacent shoot of A.

chiapensis as an auxiliary-shoot (Fig. 39).

Inside the thorn after copulation. The queen that enters an empty or new

green thorn takes up a position with her mandibles 2-4 mm inside the ex-

terior margin of the thorn entrance. Her antennae can often be seen immedi-

ately inside the entrance. She is usually found at this point in thorns torn

from the shoot, or cut open while still on the shoot. Thorns on small shoots

that have never been tenanted by a worker sometimes have an entrance con-

stricted with masticated parenchyma. This construction work must have

been done by a founding queen. She cleans a green thorn completely, and

removes the parenchyma in the same manner as the workers.

Her eggs, brood, and first workers are found scattered throughout the

thorn. By the time the young colony has grown to where the thorn is packed

with brood and workers, a worker replaces the queen at the entrance. In

laboratory colonies, even when accompanied by her first 2-3 workers, it is the

queen that faces the 4 mm diameter tube entrance and goes to investigate

Beltian bodies and other objects placed on the tube lip. In laboratory colonies,

the founding queen spends some time licking and rearranging the larvae.
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Fig. 39. On the left, a shoot of Acacia cornigeia occupied by a large colony of Pseitdo-

myimex ferniginea. On the right, a shoot of Acacia chiapensis that is occupied as an auxiliary-

shoot of the colony that has its queen in the A. cornigera. The colony contains about 10,000

workers. The A. cornigera shoot is just beginning its third rainy season as an occupied shoot.

The shoot of A. chiapensis appeared to be of the same age. The A. cornigera is in flower and

has not yet begun strong vertical growth. Photo early June 1964 in an abandoned quarry 1 km
west of Temascal.

The founding queen only leaves the thorn to collect Beltian bodies and

petiolar nectar. At sunrise founding queens have been observed to collect

petiolar nectar until the gaster is greatly distended with nectar and return

directly to the thorn from which they came. These thorns contain brood and

0-3 workers. Entire and partially eaten Beltian bodies are commonly found

in the thorns with the brood of queens that do not yet have workers. In the

38 shoots in plot J that were dissected (thorns opened) on 25 Apr. 1964 (a.m.)

six of the 16 thorns with founding queens and brood (no workers) had a

total of 40 Beltian bodies in them. Founding queens that have eggs and no

larvae do not collect Beltian bodies. The founding queen makes repeated
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trips in the early morning and stores the Beltian bodies which are then fed to

the larvae during the day. As she develops a physogastric condition she is

dependent upon her workers to 1) defend the entrance, 2) enlarge the en-

trance so that she may occasionally move to new thorns, 3) bring food for

her and the larvae, and 4) distribute her eggs and larvae to other thorns and
shoots.

In addition to competition between queens causing the loss of very young
colonies there is some other mortality to founding queens. Up to one queen

per thorn may establish themselves and raise some brood in the thorns of a

single shoot. Only one of these becomes the queen of the colony that even-

tually occupies the entire shoot. A thorn may lose its founding queen to a

searching queen many times. Occasionally, moldy or dry queens are found

in thorns and sometimes they are accompanied by starving or dead brood.

Crematogaster and Solenopsis workers will drag moribund queens from en-

trance holes. Predating raids of a very small dolichoderine ant drives all

queens from all thorns on the shoot and the brood is lost to the invaders.

The very small size of this ant (2 mm long) may be a factor in its ease of

entry into the thorns. Salticids cannot get past the queen's head but a spider

entering temporarily vacated thorns could capture the returning queen. Dead
queens have been found in thorns in the webs of spiders. In the Temascal

area, when growing in the sun, shoots with more than five thorns, and with-

out a worker force have not been found that are completely free of founding

queens. During the period Jul.-May the percentage of founding queens per

thorn drops. There is only a slight rise in the number of other organisms

occupying the thorns during this decline in the numbers of thorns occupied by

founding queens.

Parathion treatments are eflfective in removing some founding queens (for

the most part when they are foraging for food), but re-colonization is so rapid

that it is not possible to determine what percentage. Clipped thorns are not

attractive to founding queens though queens are occasionally found in natu-

rally broken thorns. They guard the large hole as if it were a normal entrance

but are not successful in raising brood in these thorns. Founding queens in

auxiliary-shoots and in queen-shoots have only a very short history due to the

constant efforts of workers to remove them, unless the shoot is abandoned

during the cool and dry season.

Physogastric colony queen. Even though confined to a thorn when fully

physogastric, the colony queen is very agile. On rough surfaces such as paper

or the walls of the inside of the thorn, she walks easily, but on the smooth

glass tube of a laboratory colony slips occasionally. When newly placed in a

laboratory colony she ceases egg laying in 1-9 days, but then when Beltian

bodies are made available she begins to lay in 6-12 days. When the physo-

gastric condition is reduced to the state where the gastric sclerites are nearly

approximated, she can run freely on a vertical or horizontal sheet of paper.
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She holds her gaster in place and above the surface even when running hori-

zontally on a vertical surface. Eggs are extruded by rhythmic pumping of the

gaster. It is suspected that the queen ceases egg production 3-4 days before

she changes thorns and therefore has a gaster with a reduced diameter when
she passes through the thorn entrance. Both of the queens observed while

changing thorns were only partly physogastric. When a shoot is cut, the

queen is transferred along with the remainder of the colony to whatever liv-

ing shoots are available (on the cut stump or a neighboring shoot).

No mortality factors have been observed for physogastric queens except

fire and other forms of complete colony destruction. Many workers may
leave the thorn when the temperatures in the thorn are over 43.5° C; it is

possible that a colony queen could be killed at these high temperatures.

When a shoot is cut and placed where there is no access to a new A. cornigera,

the colony is gradually reduced in size as the larvae die and workers wander

off and are lost. The last remnants of the colony are 1-2 thorns with 5-30

workers and the colony queen with a gaster that is only slightly enlarged.

However, on one enigmatic occasion, a colony that had been stored in a bare,

dry room for 32 days still had 38 workers and one fully physogastric queen.

When first cut, this colony had about 1,000 workers.

Behavior of male: Outside of the thorn before copulation. When leaving

the shoot, the males' activity is like that of the females but the males fly al-

most immediately after leaving the thorn. Both sexes may be observed to

leave the shoot at the same time. The males appear to fly directly to one of

the high points where the females are presumed to be releasing a pheromone.

The males always come from the downwind side of the tree (flying upwind).

In the area where mating flights were observed, most of the vegetation was

low (1-2 m tall) with outstanding objects (telephone poles, palms, occasional

broad-leafed trees). The flight pattern of males at daybreak is the following.

The males fly to the top of the outstanding object. With a hovering flight

they fly around and above any surfaces. The largest concentration is in the

area from which the most copulating pairs are falling. An estimated 10,000

males have been seen in the canopy of a single palm. However, most flights

are smaller. Many males land on the surface and run up, down, and around

in small circles. They buzz their wings continually. If a female is not found,

the male continues to fly around the object but he constantly loses altitude.

When 1-4 meters from the ground, he flies straight out and away from the

site of the swarm in an upwind direction. In this flight he gradually gains

height and by the time he gets to the next outstanding object he is back up to

a height of 3-7 meters above the ground. The swarming activity is then re-

peated. One male usually participates in several different swarms in a single

morning. As it becomes lighter and warmer in the morning, the number of

males swarming gradually diminishes. The swarm lasts until about 30 min-

utes after the last copulation takes place. This is 15-100 minutes after sunrise.
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Whether the morning is clear or cloudy seems to have little effect on the

duration of the flight. That the males continue to fly about a site after the

females have gone is probably due to attraction to a residual of the sex at-

tractant. Males have only been observed to swarm on high objects on which

females were known to be present that morning.

The reduction of the number of males in the swarm is for the most part

due to individuals settling on the underside of leaf surfaces where they remain

immobile for the rest of the day. They are alert to shaking of the leaves and
if disturbed will fly to a new leaf. They are usually 2-5 meters above the

ground and often in the same tree in which the swarming took place. That

the resting males take part in the next morning's mating flight is substanti-

ated by the fact that at any given swarm, males outnumber the females 100 to

1 or more. Sex ratios in the colonies are approximately even. For how many
mornings the male is active is not known.

When the male lands on a surface on which there is a female he usually

finds her within a few seconds. It has not been possible to determine if he

finds her by sight alone or by odor as well. While males chase each other,

copulation attempts between males have not been observed. Once one male

is in copula with the female, another may find them and climb on. Occa-

sionally, as many as five or ten males may do this. The only result is that the

entire mass usually falls from the surface and breaks apart. Only one male

copulates with each female.

At certain times of the year, there is heavy predation of the males. During

the dry season, the two vespids, Stelopolybia areata and Polybia occidentalis

pygmaea, are constant predators of male P. ferruginea from about 15 minutes

before sunrise until the end of the swarm. They are not yet present when the

greatest part o fthe mating takes place. On palms, a large flat spider (Selenops

galapagoensis) is an ever-present predator of the males that alight and is

always found feeding on a ball of mashed males. While it feeds, any male

that lands nearby is caught. It appears that the two species of vespids take

about 200 males per morning per site and the spider about 100 out of a

swarm of 500 to 2000 males). S. areata flies off easily with a male; they are

captured while they are on the leaf surface. The smaller vespid P. occiden-

talis pygmaea often falls or glides to ground level. It may alight and cut the

head and wings off the struggling male before flying off. Male head capsules

have been found in passerine bird droppings but not as frequently as are

workers and queens. They are also occasionally found in the stomachs of

skinks, Anolis and other lizards.

After copulation. On Jul. 28, 1964, 16 males were observed to fly back up

into the swarm after each broke free from a female. This activity was ob-

served on a number of occasions. This indicates that a male may attempt to

copulate more than one time.
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Mortality factors of workers. Despite the fact that the entire colony is

cjuite concentrated in its living space and foraging range, there is substantial

mortality of workers. It is estimated that a four year old colony with 12,000

workers may have produced 26,000 workers during its life. The average rate

of removal is probably about one per day for the first year, five per day for the

second, ten per day for the third, and 20 per day for the fourth. This rate of

loss is not constant throughout the year. A three year old colony may lose

1,000 workers in two hours in a fight with an invading colony (Fig. 40).

During the dry season, predation of workers both on and off the shoot by

lizards and birds is much more frequent than during the rainy season, when
other insect prey is available for these predators. The rate of loss increases as

the colony increases in size (age) because the larger the colony, the more

workers there are ofif the shoot; workers off the shoot are much more vulner-

able to predators. Further, the larger the colony, the more involved the colony

becomes in maintaining auxiliary-shoots; when the connection to an auxil-

iary-shoot is broken, or when a colony fights over an auxiliary-shoot, there is

substantial worker mortality. An age-specific survivorship curve for an even-

FiG. 40. A point of contact between a branch from a queen-shoot of Psetidomyrmex
fcmiginai and a branch from an auxihary-shoot from another colony of Psetidomyrmex
feiriiginea. The branches were blown together and held by locking thorns. About one-half of

the workers in the photograph are from each colony. While much of the hghting starts when
a worker goes from one leaf to the other, many workers pass this area and do not begin the

fight until they are 5-50 cm from the point of contact. Most of the fighting workers fall to

the ground where they are often eaten by lizards. Photo earlv May 1964 in plot U.
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aged worker cohort is a straight horizontal Hne until duties outside of the

thorn begin. Then the curve should turn downward at an increasing rate as

the workers become more aggressive with increasing age.

Fighting. Cleaning and patrolling workers do not hesitate to attack ants

from other colonies. When removing a founding queen from a thorn and
killing her, the worker is often not killed. When a single worker wanders

onto a shoot occupied by another colony, she rarely kills more than one for-

eign worker before being killed herself. The invading worker is normally

the less aggressive of the fighting pair. When the wind blows the branches

of two queen-shoots together each colony tries to invade the other (Fig. 40).

A group of 500-1000 workers from each colony gathers at the site of branch

contact. The leaves and branches are covered with balls of fighting ants, and
with workers that are chasing each other. Worker mortality on both sides is

very high and the ground is littered with dead, dying, and dismembered
workers. The queen of the overpowered colony is killed. How much of the

losing colony is incorporated into the winning colony is not known. The
same thing occurs when a colony tries to overpower an auxiliary-shoot pos-

sessed by another colony. At least 1,000 workers died in the merger of two
colonies which afterwards had 3,200 workers.

When a shoot containing a queen-unit colony is cut and laid on the

ground near a large queen-shoot, it is not long before workers from the cui

shoot find the live shoot. The attempted invasion is usually slow to start and

often disorganized with several trails leading to the upright shoot. If the

colony in the upright shoot has time to rest, a group of several hundred

workers cluster on the bark at the base of the trunk and attack each foreign

worker as it tries to go up the trunk. In contrast to the willing and disor-

ganized defense at branch contacts between two colonies, this organized

system results in the loss of few workers by the owner colony. The attempted

invasion usually stops in a short time.

There is also worker mortality during defense of the colony from other

organisms beside P. ferniginea. Workers that attack large animals are often

carried from the shoot. Occasionally, an insect that is chased from the shoot

leaves with a worker clinging to it. These workers do not normally find

their way back to the colony. When a normal shoot is invaded by a doryline

raiding swarm (Labidus praedator) or column (Nowamyrmex esenbec^i).

no disturbance reaction is observed; the workers outside of the thorn become

relatively motionless or evasive. The dorylines do not enter the thorns. On
shoots with experimentally clipped thorns, dorylines completely clean the

shoot of workers and brood, and many workers of P. ferniginea die fighting

the invading ants.

Wandering. There is a steady flow of a few workers away from the shoot

into the surrounding vegetation. It is these workers which are responsible for

the discovery of auxiliary-shoots. They are very susceptible to predation
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(birds, spiders, lizards). In most cases, they probably starve if not eaten, or

are killed when invading a shoot occupied by another colony. If they find an

unoccupied shoot, then they must repeat the return trip to the parent shoot.

Single large workers are occasionally found wandering on shoots that have no

unit of brood or workers in them.

Products from the queen. An auxiliary-unit can maintain its organization

for at least five weeks without establishing contact with the queen-unit. Col-

ony disorganization following the loss of the queen seems closely related to

the maturation of larvae; this occurs when there are no new eggs. There is

no evidence of workers laying eggs. As the colony decreases in size, worker

mortality rates increase because the workers do not keep predators such as

spiders off the shoot. The number of workers present to care for the brood

decreases, with increasing appearance of starvation symptoms among the

larvae. With decreasing worker density, phytophagous insect damage to the

shoot increases, and this reduces the amount of Beltian bodies available for

the brood. In the final stages of colony degeneration, only moldy brood

remains.

Lizards. The lizard Sceloponis variabilis, skinks, and Anolis sp., all eat

workers of P. jerntginea when the workers are encountered on the ground.

During the dry season, from 2-44 workers have been found in the stomach

and intestine of adult S. variabilis.. This lizard also occasionally eats ants in

the genus Solenopsis and other small insects. During the rainy season, this

species of lizard also eats P. jerruginea workers, but they constitute a much
smaller part of the total volume of insects eaten. S. variabilis and Anolis sp.

are not seen climbing on occupied shoots, but they are occasionally seen on

unoccupied shoots. Most of the workers that they eat are caught on the

ground. S. variabilis is often attracted to the ground under fighting colonies

where many workers have fallen. Since P. jerruginea is the commonest large

epigaeic ant in the newly cleared areas around Temascal, and since it is

present all year, it is undoubtedly very important in the diet of these lizards.

Birds. In view of the exposed position of workers on the foliage of A.

cornigera, it is a tribute to the aggressiveness of P. jerruginea that bird preda-

tion is relatively minor. The barred Ant-shrike, Thanynophilus doliatus, will

eat workers of P. jerruginea from the shoot in which it has its nest. Passerine

bird droppings often contain the head capsules of worker P. jerruginea. Small

warbler-like birds forage in occupied shoots during the cool season, when
there are low worker densities outside of the thorns. They eat 1-10 workers

per shoot. The Black-throated Oriole, Icterus gularis, feeds on the pulp

around the seeds in the legumes of A. cornigera. This feeding creates a strong

disturbance reaction among the ants, and many of the workers are eaten; the

gizzard and intestine of a male contained 332 head capsules of P. jerruginea.

Arthropod predators. Inasmuch as the colony is concentrated in the shoot

canopy, and patrols this heavily, there are very few arthropod predators that
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enter the canopy to take workers of P. jerrugtnea. Two species of jump-

ing spiders {Metaphidippits tvaxillosus, Corythalia sp.) take an occasional

worker during daylight hours but these are generally found only on weakly

occupied shoots. At night, an unidentified spider enters the canopy long

enough to catch one worker, then drops out of the canopy to feed on her.

Fire. Any fire hot enough to wilt all of the leaves of the shoot kills the

colony. No efiforts to remove brood or exit from thorns by the workers are

seen at this time. However, a fire may only scorch the lower bark and kill

the shoot but not the colony. The colony can then move into the new sucker

shoots from the root stock.

Drowning. A. cornigera is not found growing close enough to the water

so that the canopy will be submerged by the rising river during the rainy

season. The submerged shoots are not killed, but the ant colony is. This is

especially notable when the river subsides and drowned founding queens are

found in the young shoots growing in riverside vegetation. If there is a dry

year, the shoot may grow high enough to raise the canopy and its colony

above the high water mark, and then the shoot develops normally.

Other acacia-ants in the study area. Nearly all of the shoots in the

study area are occupied by Psendomyrmex jerruginea. Pseudomyrmex nigro-

cincta and Pseudomyrmex gracilis mexicana are comparatively very rare. P.

nigrocincta is most readily separable from P. jerruginea on the basis of the

former's paler color, smaller size, and habit of carrying the gaster bent for-

ward under the petiole. In respect to the total population of A. cornigera in

the Temascal area, P. nigrocincta plays a minor role in that there are about

250 colonies of P. jerruginea to each colony of P. nigrocincta. The same ratio

exists in respect to the number of founding queens of the two species. In

addition, the two species interact in a very similar manner with A. cornigera

and A. chiapensis, and the same ratio of founding queens is found in the

later species of acacia. P. jerruginea and P. nigrocincta appear indistinguish-

able in their behavior in harvesting Beltian bodies, collecting nectar, using

available thorns for brood, and interacting with other species of ants. They

are subjected to the same mortality factors. However, in comparison with P.

jerruginea, the colonies of P. nigrocincta 1) are less thorough and consistent

in their patrolling of the shoot, 2) have more timid workers, 3) must grow to

a larger size before they provide effective protection of the shoot tips, 4) arc

more commonly established in shoots that are shaded, and 5) require more

time to become reorganized after moving into a new shoot.

There are some significant differences in reproductive biology between

these two species. A mature colony of P. jerruginea produces a quantity of

alates similar to the quantity produced by a colony of P. nigrocincta, but a

colony of P. jerruginea has its first alates 6-12 months before a colony of P.

nigrocincta. The mating flights of the two species take place around the same

high points throughout the year, but the males of P. nigrocincta fly slightly
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earlier than those of P. fcrriigmea. Both sexes of P. nigrocincta have been

collected at white light about 30 minutes before the slightest visible trace of

the sunrise; P. jerruginea has not been taken at light. Both species of males

may be taken with one sweep of the net in a mating swarm, and mating pairs

of the two species have been observed within a few centimeters of each other;

it is very likely that the two species recognize their proper females by differ-

ences in the sex attractant. About one out of 20 of the new shoots (10-40 cm
height range) with founding queens in them has a founding queen of P.

nigrocincta in one of its thorns. This indicates that there is a mean number

of about 12.5 thorns per shoot at the time when one species or the other takes

over the shoot. Sufficient information is not available to postulate the reasons

why the relative density of the two species is so disproportionate in the study

area. As one moves south to Costa Rica, P. nigrocincta becomes much more

common.

P. jerruginea and P. nigrocincta are much more similar in behavior and

morphology than either is to Psettdomyrmex gracilis mexicana. While the

former two species can be regarded as obligate acacia-ants, the later must be

treated for the present as a facultative acacia-ant (Wheeler, 1942). In the

course of this study, evidence has been gathered that indicates that the appar-

ent intermediacy is due to the existence of several populations which are mor-

phologically indistinguishable but differ in behavior. This aspect of the bio-

nomics of P. gracilis mexicana will not be discussed further in this paper, but

is under study.

P. gracilis mexicana does not interact with any of the swollen-thorn acacias

in the same manner as P. jerruginea and P. nigrocincta. A mature colony of

P. gracilis mexicana rarely has more than 1,000 workers. When the colony is

living in A. comigera, the thorns that contain brood are usually distributed

among 2-15 different shoots. Under natural circumstances, these shoots are

usually unoccupied and shaded shoots in the 15-60 cm height range. Taller

shoots of all heights are occasionally found with all or part of a colony of P.

gracilis mexicana in their thorns. These shoots are normally unoccupied by

P. jerruginea and in very poor condition in comparison with the neighboring

shoots that are occupied by P. jerruginea. The workers of P. gracilis mexicana

do not patrol the shoot surface and are only aggressive toward small insects;

even in this case, the initial approach to the insect is cautious, and an effort is

made to capture the insect. When living in a shoot of A. comigera, a large

part of the diet is Beltian bodies. When harvesting them, the worker often

chews up the first one and incorporates it into the buccal pellet and then cuts

another to carry to the brood. A foraging worker may travel as far as 15 met-

ers between the shoot tip and the particular thorn to which she is returning.

The workers clean out green thorns in the same manner as do P. jerruginea,

but the entrance hole is larger. When the colony of P. gracilis mexicana is in
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hollow branches instead of swollen thorns, the bionomics of the colony is

like that of the species of Pseudomvrmex not associated with living plants.

Along with ants of the genus Crematogaster, P. gracilis mexicana is the

common and usual inhabitant of sho(;ts of A. cornigera that are unoccupied

by P. jerruginea. In areas where A. cornigera is an abundant plant, P. gracilis

mexicana is one of the most commonly observed ants foraging in second

growth vegetation 1-3 years old.

Discussion. The members of the genus Pseitdomyrtnex can be roughly

divided into three groups. Those of the larger group are not associated with

any particular species, or group of species, of living plants. They live for the

most part in hollow, dead stems and the colony is occasionally extended into

the pith canal of a living stem. The adults feed on nectar from plants (floral

and extra-floral nectaries) and/or the juices from dead insects and captured

living insects. Both living and dead insects are taken as prey by workers

foraging individually; this prey is used for food for the larvae. The members

of the smaller group of Pseudomyrmex regularly live in association with a

particular species, or group of species, of living plants. They live in spaces

that are in the living plant (e.g., hollowed pith canals) or directly attached to

it (e.g., swollen stipular thorns). They depend on modified structures of the

plant for part or all of their food (e.g., Beltian bodies), or rear coccids within

the hollowed pith canals.

Pseiidomyrinex jerruginea, Pseudomyrmex nigrocincta, and Pseudomyr-

mex gracilis mexicana are the commonest members of the smaller group

within the study area. The former two species live only on/in swollen-thorn

acacias, and are cjuite distant from the larger group in their behavior and

ecology. P. gracilis mexicana may be intermediate between the two groups.

Like the other species of Pseudomyrmex associated with living plants, P.

jerruginea possesses a number of behavioral and ecological traits which ap-

pear to be associated with its interaction with its host plant. However, it also

has many behavioral and ecological traits in common with the members of

the genus that are not associated with living plants. To demonstrate this, the

following list is presented. Each trait is to some degree common to almost all

members of the genus.

1) The workers are fast runners, are extremely agile, hold themselves

close to the substrate on short legs, and rarely fall off the substrate.

2) With their large compound eyes, the workers are able to respond to

moving objects up to distances of at least 1 m. Up to a certain point, the faster

an object is moving the more likely it is that the worker will show a response.

3) While the portion of the colony occupying a single shoot functions as

a unit due to the summation of the members' activity, each individual worker

acts relatively independently of the other workers when outside of the thorns.
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Workers do not co-operate directly with each other in performing duties out-

side of the thorns and apparently act normally when separated from the other

workers.

4) The workers and alate females have a well developed harbless sting

with a barbed sting sheath; they do not hesitate to use it on any animal that

contacts them. Some of the Pseitdomyrmcx that are not associated with living

plants are somewhat reluctant to use their sting, or else the worker cannot

penetrate the skin or integument of the attacker,

5) The workers frec]uently lick the surfaces on which they are walking,

and what is licked up is incorporated into a buccal pellet; this is in turn fed

to a larva. There is no evidence that any solid food is eaten by the workers.

6) The prey (the Beltian body) is brought back to the swollen-thorn with-

out cutting it up or incorporating it onto the buccal pellet. It is then cut into

large pieces which are fed to the larvae without further preparation. (Some
(.f the larger species of Pseitdomyr7vex will incorporate small pieces of prey

directly into the buccal pellet).

7) When a source of nectar is found, the worker drinks until the gaster is

partially distended and then returns to the colony to regurgitate the fluid.

Apparently, no effort is made to lead other workers to the source of nectar. A
particular worker is quite capable of returning to the same food source if it

leaves voluntarily or is chased away. At times it uses an odor trail but at

others it appears to use visual orientation.

8) The entrance hole to the living space is cut out by the workers and

then masticated wood pulp is laid down by the workers on the walls of the

entrance antechamber; this narrows the opening to match the diameter of

the worker's head.

9) In the advent that a nest structure is partially damaged or rots, the

workers seek a new one and move the contents of the old into it. The larvae

are carried one at a time, held straight out in front of the worker. Rarely two
workers will both carry a very large larva or pupa at the same time. Workers

are carried as well.

10) The living spaces are relatively tubular in form and carton partition-

ing structures are not produced. There is one entrance to the living space

(some species of Pseudomyrmex have more than one entrance to the living

space).

11) The colony is arboreal. (Some species of Pseudomyrmex live at

ground level and it is commonplace to find workers of some species of

Pseudomyrmex apparently foraging on the ground litter. However, they also

fall from the foliage and so presence on the ground does not demonstrate that

they are foraging there.

12) Except when small enough to lit into one living space, the colony is

distributed throughout a number of discrete units. In the case of P. jerruginea

and other Pseudomyrmex associated with living plants, these units are
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grouped at a second level, the individual shoot (e.g., the auxiliary-shoots and

queen-shoot). A single unit of a colony of a species not associated with living

plants often holds a larger part of the colony than does a swollen-thorn, for

example, but the units are generally more widely distributed (e.g., in several

different plants and vines). The units in all cases are connected by open air

[xiths which may or may not be odor trails.

13) Distinct morphological worker castes are not present and apparently

associated with this, each worker probably performs all of the duties in the

colony at some time in her life span.

14) The colony has one physogastric queen located in the same unit with

most of her eggs. She is agile, attempts to hide when the living space is

broken open, and even may attempt to sting. Founding queens are killed by

the workers that can catch them. (There are several species of Pseudomyrmex

which have more than one physogastric queen per colony.)

15) The founding queens use empty living spaces excavated by other ants

or insects in plant stems, or if these are not available, they excavate their own.

More than one queen cannot found a successful colony in the same nest cav-

ity, except when there is more than one physogastric queen per colony. The
founding queen forages food for herself and her brood, until at least several

mature workers have been produced.

The following list of traits of P. ferniginea contains those which are in

some way associated with the interaction of the ant with swollen-thorn aca-

cias. It is in the expression of these traits that P. ferniginea demonstrates the

greatest differences between it and the species of Pseudomyrmex that are not

associated with living plants in an obligate manner.

1) A large proportion of the workers in a mature colony are very aggres-

sive toward animals of all sizes that contact the substrate containing the living

space (a swollen-thorn acacia). These workers both bite and sting the animal,

and only a very few of the very small and soft bodied insects are captured as

prey. In contrast, those species of Pseudomyrmex that are not associated with

a particular species of plant are usually not aggressive towards animals on the

substrate containing the living space; even when the nest is broken open they

often flee without attacking.

2) Many of the workers in a large colony will maul any vegetation that

is not a part of a maturing swollen-thorn acacia, and contacts the shoot or

grows in a circular area under the shoot. There is no evidence that the work-

ers of species not associated with living plants chew on plant matter except

when excavating a nest site or in some cases, gathering food.

3) The workers of P. jerruginea have an especially well developed sting

which can penetrate more deeply into human skin than can that of any of the

other 29 species of Pseudomyrmex collected in the study area.

4) When the weather is clear and warm, the workers are active outside of

the thorns both day and night. The workers of species not associated with



Interaction of the Bull's-horn Acacia with an Ant Inhabitant 461

living plants have not been collected outside of the nest after dark, and usually

they are not present during the early morning and late afternoon hours as

well. The workers of P. ferruginea are active outside of the nest (thorns)

during much more inclement weather than are those of species not associated

with living plants.

5) When the weather is clear and warm, from 2-25 percent of the workers

are active outside of the thorns, and they are for the most part concentrated

within the confines of the shoot. During the daylight hours, equivalent num-

bers of workers of species not associated with living plants may be outside of

the nest. However, they are not concentrated in the immediate area of the

nest. In addition, since the colony is often broken up into several widely dis-

persed units, the workers are even further dispersed. It is only when the liv-

ing spaces and the food sources are concentrated in a small area (the swollen-

thorn acacia), that large numbers of workers can be found outside of the nest

yet in its immediate vicinity.

6) On the surface of the shoot, workers often chase each other and only

those workers that are carrying brood or prey (Beltian body) dodge away

from these attacks. When a worker avoids or backs away from another

worker, it is often only after direct contact. The workers of species that are

not associated with living plans usually see other ants at distances of 2-15 cm
and often dodge away from them.

7) When on trails between shoots, the workers appear to be strongly de-

pendent upon odor trails for orientation. The workers of species not associ-

ated with living plants use both visual and odor orientation when traveling

between the parts of the nest.

8) The colony may attain a very large size (12,000-plus workers) and

when it is split up into auxiliary-units and a queen-unit, it is composed of

several large segments, each of which acts very much like a separate colony.

While the size of colonies not associated with living plants is very difficult to

determine due to the dispersed placement of the parts of the colony, it is cer-

tain that these colonies only rarely attain such a large size; they usually have

500-5,000 workers.

9) Almost the entire colony is confined to a small volume of space in re-

spect to foraging and the situation of the total nest. Workers of species not

associated with living plants will forage at least 30 meters from their fraction

of the nest, and the parts of a nest may be scattered over an area of at least

300 m-.

10) Not only is the colony supplied with a continuous food source (though

a fluctuating one), but it is also continually being supplied with new nest

sites, except during the dry season. The result is that the colony grows much
more rapidly than does a colony of a species that is not associated with living

plants.
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11) At a given site, the presence of a colony of P. ferniginea is completely

dependent upon the presence of a living swollen-thorn acacia. Those species

not associated with living plants are not dependent upon the presence of any

particular species of plant for their existence. There are certain species of

plants which characteristically have hollow branches, but these species of

Pseudomyrmex may nest in any of them.

12) While the colony is dependent upon the presence of a swollen-thorn

acacia for its existence, the fact that a mature colony exists and produces

founding queens implies a high probability that there will be seedlings of the

swollen-thorn acacia present for the founding queen to settle in. The pres-

ence of a colony of a species not associated with living plants does not increase

the probability that there will be nest sites available for the founding queens

from that colony.

13) As a species, P. ferruginea has the opportunity to increase the prob-

ability that it will continue to exist by evolving behavioral traits that insure

the continued growth and reproduction of the swollen-thorn acacias on which

it lives. There is little that a species not associated with living plants can do

to insure the existence of sufficient nest sites and food.

14) In man-made disturbance sites, and to some degree in natural dis-

turbance sites, P. feniginea maintains a higher density of colonies, and a

higher density of individuals, per unit volume of plant community than does

any species of Psendomynnex not associated with living plants.

15) The founding queen does not have to forage more than a few centi-

meters from the thorn for food for her brood. Since the thorn is on a living

plant, she is insured that there will be food within a short radius. A found-

ing queen of a species not associated with living plants must forage long dis-

tances from her nest site, and is not insured of finding food.

16) Because of the concentration of the colony in a small volume, and the

aggressive behavior of most workers to intrusive organisms, the majority of

the members of the colony are not subject to predation. The workers of a

colony not associated with living plants are preyed upon whenever they leave

the nest.

It should be evident from the above comparisons of P. ferruginea with

other ants in the genus Pseudomyrmex that P. ferruginea is more than just

an incidental tenant in the swollen thorns of A. cornigera and the other

swollen-thorn acacias within its range. Behaviorally, P. ferruginea is highly

adapted to living on swollen-thorn acacias—so much so that it is not found

elsewhere. However, this is not a one-sided interrelationship. A. cornigera

is likewise highly adapted to the presence of the ant; this aspect of the ant-

acacia interaction is presented in the third section of this paper. It should be

noted that in both the ant and the acacia populations, the most important

changes that are associated with the interaction are primarily behavioral and

physiological, rather than morphological. As such, they are often much less
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clearly distinct from similar but different traits of the ants and acacias that do

not have an interaction with each other. The evolution of this system is dis-

cussed in more detail by Janzen (1966).

FACTORS INFLUENCING THE PARAMETERS OF
ACACIA CORNIGERA POPULATIONS

A swollen-thorn acacia is necessary for the development of a colony of

Pseitdomvnnex jerruginea. This is evident from the previous information of

the bionomics of the ant. It is likewise evident that the behavior of P. jerru-

ginea is modified from those species of Pseiidotnyrmex that are not associated

with a living plant. This modification appears to be in a direction such as to

facilitate the association of P. jerruginea with a swollen-thorn acacia. Earlier

authors (Belt, 1874; Brown, I960; Schwarz, 1916; Wasmann, 1915, 1916; Saf-

ford, 1922; Schimper, 1(S88) expressed the belief that the ants protect the

acacia (in general reference to New World swollen-thorn acacias and Pseudo-

jnynnex). PreHminary observations during the summer of 1962 at Campo

Cotaxtla suggested that some important population parameters (height, con-

dition) of Acacia cornigera are influenced in a positive manner by the pres-

ence of P. jerruginea. Often, this influence is not immediately apparent by

casual observation. Therefore, the majority of the experimental work in this

study dealt with attempts to gather data to reject the null hypothesis that the

absence of a colony of P. jerruginea has no effect on the population parame-

ters of A. cornigera.

Other authors (Skwarra, 1934a; Wheeler, 1913, 1942) have expressed the

view that the ants do not protect the acacia. Difficulty undoubtedly arises

over the word "protect." Most of the confusion has arisen through the failure

to observe specific phytophagous animals and to record their effect on the

shoot, and the effects of the ants on them. An equal confusion has arisen

from the desire of most authors to develop a single hypothesis which covers

all interactions of an apparently mutualistic nature between ants and living

plants. Whether or not a mutualistic relationship exists between a given spe-

cies of ant and plant is completely dependent upon the behavioral and eco-

logical characteristics of the particular ant and plant species. Until many

more ant-plant interactions are investigated in detail, it is premature to at-

tempt general hypotheses that are concerned with the presence or absence of

a mutualistic relationship. Observations made external to the interaction be-

tween P. jerruginea and A. cornigera indicate that the interaction is at least

quantitatively, if not qualitatively, different from many other interactions be-

tween a species of Pseudomynnex and a species of Acacia. Extreme care must

be used when using the data presented in this paper to develop hypotheses

bearing on the existence of a mutualistic relationship between other species

of ants and plants.
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Materials and Methods

Study area. The major part of the experimental tlata in this paper is from the same site as

the data presented in the sections on Acacia cornigera and Psettdomyrmex fenugiriea. The
experimental plots (1963-1964) on the land of Senor Eusavio Farfan (4 miles east of Temascal),

and Juan Torrealva (7 miles east of Temascal), are within 1,000 meters of the highway between

Temascal and La Granja (Fig. 7). This is lowland coastal plain 2-22 km east of the first foot-

hills of the Sierra Madrc Oriental, at an elevation of 15-40 meters. Plot B is on the dam fill

and waste land along the west side of Temascal, and therefore in the foothills. The initial

experiments and observations were recorded from the lowland coastal plain immediatels'

surrounding Campo Cotaxtla. To aid in the comparison with further studies, the following

characteristics of the part of the study area containing the experimental plots are presented.

Soils. Unless otherwise indicated in the individual plot descriptions, all experimental plots

are on black soil with limestone outcrops, or on red to yellow laterite with quartz pebbles.

Nothing is known of the relation of the distribution of A. cornigera to these two soil types prior

to man's intervention in the area. At present, ./. cornigera is common on all black soil areas

except where the land is burned and/or plowed annually, flooded annually, or covered with

forest that has not been disturbed for 9-20 years. The low laterite hills are covered with oak,

Byrsonima crassipes, Ctiratela americana, grasses, and other fire-tolerant plants. They are usually

burned every 1-3 years. A. cornigera is absent on these hills but once fires become less frequent

due to conversion of the site to a pasture or corn field, A. cornigera becomes common. There

are no obvious major differences between the density or distribution of A. cornigera that are

directly attributable to the difffferent physical or chemical properties of these soils, although

under the same disturbance regime, A. cornigera may not be as common on the drier laterite as

on black soils. However, the growth of other jilants on these soils influences their use by man
and this does affect A. cornigera density and distribution. The two soil types have about equal

acreage in the area between Temascal and La Granja.

Precipitation. Rainfall data were obtained from unpublished and published (Comision del

Papaloapan, 1962) reports from the Comision del Papaloapan weather station that is situated

on a hill (elev. 80 m) overlooking Temascal. The amount of rainfall, and its periodicity, recorded

at this station closely approximately that observed in the plots. The same rain squalls that

passed over the plots usually passed over the weather station, although 10-120 minutes later.

At Temascal, the 12 year (1951-1962) mean annual precipitation was 282 cm (range 158 to

372 cm). In 1963, there was 198 cm of precipitation. The first heavy rain in 1963 was on 7

May (66.2 mm). From this date to 25 Sept. 1963, the date of the last heavy rain (25.3 mm),
there was 183 cm of precipitation. From 26 Sept. 1963 to 19 May 1964 there was 6 cm of pre-

cipitation. The first heavy rain was on 20 May 1964 (18.5 mm). From that date to 8 Aug.

1964, there was 129 cm of precipitation.

On the basis of these data, it is easy to define the beginning of the rainy season as the date

of the first heavy rain (7 May 1963 and 20 May 1964). In 1964, there was 3 cm of precipitation

in the 49 days preceeding 20 May. During the 49 days following 19 May, there was 94 cm.

Within two weeks after the beginning of the rainy season in 1964, the soil was soaked, and

patches of ground that had been bare during the latter part of the dry season were covered with

seedling plants. Mature plants were slower to show a reaction and only near the end of June

did most species have branches in full leaf. The general density of insects in the vegetation was

relatively slow to increase and did not appear to reach usual rainy sea' on levels until the end

of June. There were, however, some species which made their appearance in large numbers 1-3

days after the 20th of May. Seeds of A. cornigera began to germinate almost immediately

after the first heavy rain and continued to germinate sporadically for at least two months.

Those mature shoots of A. cornigera that were in flower took as long as two months after the

first heavy rain to initiate lengthening vertical branches. Some sterile shoots initiated vertical

growth anytime after the cool season ended (early March) but most of the shoots initiated

vertical growth in the month preceding, and the six weeks following, the beginning of the

rainy season. Aside from those specific defoliators of A. cornigera which were present through-

out the dry season, (Coxina liadenoides, Aristotelia corallina), insects that eat A. cornigera did

not appear in numbers until the first week after the first heavy rain.

Defining the end of the rainy season (and the beginning of the dry season) is consitlerably

more difficult. The date of the last heavy rain in 1963 was 25 Sept. (3 cm). This is chosen

as the end of the 1963 rainy season. Thereafter until 20 May 1964, rainy days were .separated

by rainless periods of 1-25 days. When rain did fall there was rarely over 0.5 cm. The reduc-

tion of plant growth rates and insect ilensity during the first part of the dry sea on was intensified

by three months of cold weather which began about 1 Dec. This is regarded as a cool reason

(Table 3) and is included in the dry season. When temperatures ro'C in March, there were

few species of plants which initiated heavy growth. The point at which different plant species



Interaction of the Bull's-horn Acacia with an Ant Inhabitant 465

drop their leaves ranges from early December to the micklie of April. The largest portion of

deciduous plants drop their leaves shortly after the end of the cool season. However, this refers

only to those shoots that are over 6-10 months old. Younger regeneration shoots of many
species of trees and shrubs retain their leaves in large part; pastures cleared within the past 6-10

months stand out clearly against the surrounding brownish gray and leafless vegetation.

The shoots of A. cornigera are variable in respect to their reaction to the beginning of the

dry season. Those that are growing in areas where the water table is close to the surface

(swamps, river banks) lose their leaves and cease growth later than tlo those growing in better

drained sites. In some cases, A. cornigera is sometimes the only plant with green leaves except

for much larger trees. Flowering branches are often initiated during the dry season and

sometimes extended the height of the shoot by 10-30 cm. However, these branches do not

lengthen more than this; the new vertically lengthening sterile branches are initiated from a

thorn axil at the base of or below the flowering branch. Even when the shoot has an im-

damaged shoot tip, its rate of growth during the cool and dry season is somewhat lower than

during the rainy season.

Temperature. Temperature data were obtained from the same source as the rainfall data.

This station records the daily maxima and minima. The minima agreed very closely with those

occasionally recorded in the plots. The maxima were 1-4° C. lower than those recorded in the

plots on those days when the maxima were above about 32° C. It can be seen from Table 3

that there is a readily definable cool season that lasted approximately three months, December

through February. The lowest temperature recorded in the experimental plots during the cool

season was 10.5° C. at 4:00 a.m. on 26 Dec. 1963. The high number of days (40) with a

maximum of 24° C. or less tluring the cool season was of great significance to A. cornigera and

P. jerruginea. When the maxima are less than 24° C. there are almost no workers active on

the surface of the shoot throughout the entire 2 4 -hour cycle.

Two types of cool weather occurred while the study was in progress. When storms blew

from the Gulf of Mexico, they brought wind and rain with diurnal temperature maxima in the

22-25° C. range. Nocturnal temperatures usually did not drop below 15° C. during these

nortes. During the cool season there were frequent storms with very light rain or drizzle and

overcast skies. During these periods, diurnal maxima ranged from 16 to 23° C. and nocturnal

lows ranged from 10.5-19° C.

On clear days during the warm season, temperatures at sunrise were usually 21-24° C. They

climbed rapidly after sunrise (e.g., from 22° C. at 6:00 a.m. to 30° C. at 9:00 a.m.) and fell

rapidly at sunset (Fig. 32, ii). On overcast days, maximum temperatures were sometimes less

than 4° C. higher than those at dawn. On clear days during August through November, a

heavy morning fog was often present until 7:00-9:00 a.m. This kept temperatures low until

the sun broke through.

Aside from the records of the weather stations of the Comicion del Papaloapan, all air tem-

peratures were recorded with a Yellow Springs Instrument Company Model 44TD telether-

mometer and probes (#402 Small Animal Probe). Over the range of the ;cale that was used,

these probes read within less than one-halt degree C. of each other and a calibrated mercury

thermometer. Unqualified statements about air temperatures refer to that recorded 1 m above

open ground with the probe and lead in full sun and wind for about 30 seconds. When
measuring the temperature inside of small shaded sites (e.g., in thorns), at least 50 cm of the

lead immediately adjacent to the probe was also shaded. The probe was placed in the thorn

by clipping ofif the point lacking an entrance until the hole was just large enough to admit

the probe. In occupied thorns, the workers chewed the plastic coating off of the probe on

numerous occasions.

Land use. The La Granja-Temascal highway was built about 1950. Before this, the area

was used for milpa agriculture by Indians and contained several small holdings used as brushy

pasture (e.g., Sefior Farfan's land). Upon opening to settlement and the relocation of eight

Indian villages evacuated from the lake site behind the Presa Miguel Aleman, farming became

more intensive, and grazing pressure by cattle increased. Every year, more land is converted to

sugar cane fields.

Plot R at the base of the earth-rock-fill dam is on sandy soil and in open, heavily grazed and

browsed vegetation. Throughout the study area, A. cornigera is common on this type of land.

.The experimental plots on Seiior Farfan's land (F-I, K, N-Q, S-V) are in second growth

natural vegetation which is subject to periodic grazing, clearing and/or burning. Whenever
funds are available, the owner has portions of the brushy pasture cleared. If the litter dries

it is sometimes burned. From 3-36 months may elapse between clearings and/or burnings.

This process results in a closed (lightly grazed) to open (heavily grazed) plant community
composed mostly of annuals and suckers from old perennial root stocks. The annuals set seed

every year but the suckers often require 2-4 years of growth before setting seed.
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On Senor Torrealva's land (the remaining plots) the vegetation is subject to alteration by

farming and grazing. In general a sector is cut and/or burned in April or early May. It is then

planted to corn without being plowed; certain portions receive beans and squash as well. Fol-

lowing corn harvest, and the later squash and bean harvest, cattle are allowed to graze the area

until the following spring. This cycle is repeated at least three consecutive years and then the

land is left fallow for 2-5 years. This land receives light to very heavy cattle grazing while

fallow. During the fallow period, the vegetation may be cut and/or burned at irregular intervals

to provide new suckers for fodder.

At Campo Cotaxtla, almost all exjicrimcntal work was with shoots over a year old in

short-grass pasture and brushy pasture.

Vegetation types. The coastal plain immediately east of Temascal is Tropical Tropical Dry
Forest based on climate and altitude (Holdridge, 1964) or Tropical Tropical Evergreen Forest

based on climatic factors and an appreciation of the vegetation itself (Leopold, 1959). The plot

B at Temascal was the only one within eight km of forest over 20 years old. The small amounts

of this older forest remaining are on the black soil and limestone hills, 150-300 m tall, west of

Temascal and bordering the lake behind the Presa Miguel Aleman. The vegetation in and

around all plots was cut and/or burned at least once every 10 years and usually more frequently.

It appears that before man, two plant formations may have been recognizable; one on the low

laterite hills, and the other on the high hills and bottomlands having black soils. No attempt

will be made to characterize these earlier formations. Man's disturbance has been so great that

it is nearly impossible to say what plants lived in what areas and at what densities. Almost all

of the species of plants in the area appear to have their densities and distributions altered by

man's disturbance.

At present, the low laterite hills have the following four types of vegetation. (1) Grassland

that is burned annually with herbaceous annuals and scattered fire-resistant trees. (2) Grass

with shrubs 1-2 m tall, and more dense trees that form a nearly closed canopy in some places.

These sites are burned every 2-3 years and are not used for intensive grazing or farming. (3)

Dense shrub layers of Compositae, Leguminosae, Melastomaceae, and other plants with root

stocks resistant to burning and plowing. These are tied together with vines which have

perennial root stocks, and are under scattered oaks, palms, Ateleia pterocarpa, Cochlospermum
t'itijoliiim, Byrsonima a'assipes and other trees. This vegetation is burned and cut periodically

for conversion to corn fields, with or without grazing. (4) A closed canopy of Qiiciriis,

Leguminoase, Melastomaceae and other trees with woody vines in the canopy. This forest is

10-18 years old, gradually loses its undcrshrub layer and is not burned except by very light

ground fire.

These four patterns can be, and are, modified in all tlirections and to all extremes by

grazing, lumbering, and clearing para ver mas lejos (to improve the view). In type (3),

Acacia cornigera may become very common provided the land lies fallow without burning for

at least three consecutive years during each six years of use. A. cornigera is generally absent

in the other three and this appears to be associated with the frequent burning of types ( 1 ) and

(2) and the dense shade of type (4) during the rainy season. Plots D, }, and R are in the

successional stages of type (3).

The areas of black soil with limestone outcrops have received very different treatment in

past years due to their superior value for corn fields and pasture. Even under these conditions

of extreme disturbance there are certain plant species which are noticeably lacking from one

or the other soil types. Furthermore, it appears that a similar disturbance regime does not

always result in the same vegetation physiognomy on the two soils.

The disturbance regime of the vegetation on black soil is so complex antl so compounded
by cutting, burning, grazing, and establishment of fallow lands, cornfields, and cane fields, in

every imaginable sequence, that a classification even as crude as that for the laterite soils is

unreasonable at this point.

In ungrazed regeneration following cutting and/or burning, the plants are characteristically

1) uniform in height within the species, 2) of 100 species per acre or more, 3) slender, 4)

sprouted from old rootstocks or are annual herbs and vines, 5) reactive to the dry period by

leaf-drop and cessation of vertical growth, 6) woody, 7) entangled by woody and annual vines,

and 8) with a species density and composition that changes from year to year (succession) and

from area to area (disturbance regime). A. cornigera is often common in such regeneration

as suckers from old root stock. Plots E, C, H, I, K, N, O, P contained vegetation of this type

that has been lightly to moderately grazed until the beginning of the 1964 rainy season when
the cattle were removed.

As grazing pressure increases, the vegetation structure tlc\ iates from this description. Re-

generation of natural vegetation during or immediately following heavy cattle or horse grazing

is characterized by 1) lack of uniformity in height within many of the species, 2) reduced
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species composition (as low as 25 species per acre), 3) many plants laterally developed or with

stag-horned life form, 4) annuals or plants grown from old root stock, 5) asynchronous leaf

drop between species, 6) plants with thorny, bitter tasting, hairy, or urticaceous foliage, and/or

stinging ants, 7) being much less tangled with woody vines and almost lacking annual vines,

8) lacking a closed canopy above the grass level, 9) having many grasses and, 10) lacking a

great change in species composition on a yearly basis (succession) and area to area basis (dis-

turbance regime).

The degree of divergence of this type from the one previously described depends for the

most part on the time of year when the last clearing took place, intensity of grazing, and the

time of year the grazing occurred. In this last type, A. lortiigera is often very common. Plots

L, M, Q, and S were of this type.

Sugar cane fields, owing to their annual cutting and burning, and the dense shade and root

competition produced by the tall grass formation, are relatively barren of anything other than

root stocks with suppressed shoots, and herbaceous annuals (e.g., Convolvulaceac). Shoot den-

sities of A. cornigaa are very low and A. cornigira is usually absent in fields that have been

used for sugar cane for more than five years. When fallow they approximate ungrazed regenera-

tion following cutting and burning for a corn field.

An almost complete disappearance of natural vegetation occurs when the land is com-
pletely cleared and planted to a vigorous grass species. If such a pasture is not burned more
often than biennially, vigorous stands of A. cornigera may develop and remain. The plots

establisheil in a pasture of this type were accidentally destroyed.

Choice of plots. Plots were generally chosen in areas with moderate to high densities of

A. coniigera. See Figure 7 for the location of those retained in the study. Early in the study,

attempts were made to establish lines of shoots as linear plots. Owing to difficulties in marking
shoots, difficulties in explaining to land-holders what was desired, and a lack of understanding

of the auxiliary-shoot effect, these plots were found to be impractical at the time and were
abandoned. Rectangular plots were then used. Each plot has a single disturbance regime; in

some cases several plots were established in a field that had a uniform disturbance regime

throughout. The various portions of the plot that are altered, treated or used as controls are

designated as "subplots." Rectangular subplots could be readily outlined, eliminating bias of

which shoots to treat since all A. cornigera in the experimental subplot could be treated equally.

They could be described more readily, and provided large samples without intricate mapping.
As the study progressed, difficulties with the placement and form of these subplots became
evident, such as mapping difficulties, inclusion of nonrepresentative shoots, and trails between
shoots across the subplot borders, but these problems can be avoided. Linear plots were also

used again after the auxiliary-shoot phenomenon was understood (plots B, G, I).

The presence of a population of A. cornigera of an age and form desired for treatment was
the first prerequisite for the choice of a plot. Of equal importance was permission for, and
acknowledgment of the plot's presence by the owner. Some assurance had to be obtained that

the plot would not be cleared or burned before August 1964. This permission, acknowledgment,
and/or assurance was impossible to obtain for most land in the area between Temascal and La
Granja. In spite of having obtained these assurances, 20 plots were destroyed during the study;

they were not included in the plot description below. The futility of experimenting with single

shoots in small or marginal habitats was associated with these reasons as well as with the

high variation between the shoots in these habitats. However, with this study as background,
it would now be possible to experiment with the A. cornigera growing in such habitats. The
above mentioned difficulties are in great part responsible for the lack of replication of sub-

plots. However, in most subplots, each shoot was a replicate in itself since a record was kept

of each individual for at least part of the history of the subplot.

Plots were chosen so that they contained approximately even-aged shoots of A. cornigera.

In special cases certain age or height groups were removed or not recorded in order to create an

even-aged stand. These cases are so indicated in the plot descriptions. Care was taken to

choose plots that included an area with only one history of disturbance. This history was deter-

mined by owner opinions, extrapolating from nearby vegetation with a known history, and
the number of annual growth rings in the trunks of A. cornigera. The presence of fields,

pastures, and roadsides with uniform favorable histories of disturbances has resulted in much
larger areas with uniform populations of A. cornigera and P. ferrtiginea than could have existed

before man's presence, and this has simplified experimentation with these two organisms.

Treatments. Insecticide. At Campo Cotaxtla in July 1962, it was found that two methyl-

parathion sprays applied a month apart were effective in removing colonies of P. ferrtiginea from
2-4 year old queen-shoots; upon re-examination of these shoots in September 1963, it was
found that 18 of the 23 treated shoots completely lacked workers. The spray used was a 0.03

percent emulsion of 50 percent actual, liquid concentrate Beyer Leverkusen methyl-parathion.
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At Temascal, a U.U4 percent emulsion of the same insecticide was usetl. It was applied with

a back-pack sprayer with a 2 m extension boom until the foliage and bark were wet. Care

was taken to spray both sides of shoots. A "Spraying Systems C. Tee Jet TG-5" medium fine

spray nozzle was used. This application required approximately 35 cc per 30 cm shoot. 400 cc

per 160 cm shoot, and 1,000 cc per 400 cm shoot (determined by matching mean volumes

against mean heights in three subplots). At least 50 percent of the spray mixture fell directly

on the foliage of other plants but almost none fell directly on the ground, except when other

vegetation had been cleared. Spraying was done when the wind speed was 2 mph or less in

order to minimize drift onto control subplots and reduce foliar contamination of other plants.

Shoots were not spraved when wet with rain or dew. This meant that spraying was almost

always done from «:0(j- 10:30 a.m. and 3:00-6:00 p.m.

The original schedule was two applications about a month apart (jn each treatment subplot

during the fall of 1963. The fisrt application was expected to remove mot of the adults and
larvae while the second would kill those workers that had hatched from unaffected pupae dur-

ing the intervening month. In order to avoid mortality to defoliators at the time when most
of the shoot growth occurs, no applications were planned for the 1964 rainy season. After this

schedule had been followed for most of the treatment subplots (through Dec), it was decided

that a more satisfactory technique ;hould be used. This was for the following reasons. 1)

Sprayed shoots were still available for founding queens and these would have small but active

new colonies by June of 1964. 2) Unoccupied shoots in the treatment subplots frequently were
invaded and became auxiliary-shoots of large colonics along the plot margins. 3) A few
workers (5-100) sometimes remained for a month or more after the last spray application and
could affect defoliating insects coming to the shoots. 4) In one case an entire queen-unit moved
into the treatment subplot and into a shoot emptied by methyl-parathion mortality. 5) Spray-

ing removed phytophagous in ects for an undetermined period, and it was found that the

feeding of even one or two such insects could have a major effect on the population of A.
cornigera. 6) In some cases there was evidence that the methyl-parathion stimulated growth
of A. cornigera for a short period of time after each application.

After a shoot was sprayed, the workers were often seen turning in tight circles on the sur-

face and then falling off the shoot. These workers cease movement in 5-10 minutes. Larvae that

were dead due to contamination from workers were thrown from the shoot in large numbers.
Workers appeared not to die in the thorns but it is more likely that they were thrown from
the thorns like the dying larvae. The queen was usually killed within three days after the

first treatment. The dead queen was not pulled out of the thorn.

Two examples of the effectiveness of treatment with methyl-parathion are as follows. 1

)

Nine days after the second spray in treatment subplot SA-1 (later abandoned), 2,105 type A
and B thorns from the area of brood thorns of 17 shoots were opened. Of these thorns, 43

still had unstarved brood and workers, 351 had starved or moldy brood, and the remainder
had workers only or were empty. Before the first spraying there were probably brood in at least

90 percent of these thorns. By July 1964, the shoots along the north margin of subplot SA-1
appeared to be fully occupied as auxiliary-shoots of the colonies in control subplot SA-2. 2) On
21 Jan. 1964, 61 days after the second spraying of subplot U-1, 175 workers were counted on
the outside of the 86 shoots in the treatment subplot U-1 and 2,219 workers were counted on
the outside of the 93 shoots in the control subplot U-2.

Two days after a single spray application, ten unoccupied shoots (20-40 cm tall) had 21

percent of the thorns tenanted by founding queens. However, four days later, ten more shoots

from the same site had 87 percent of the thorns occupied by founding queens. This latter level

is about the usual frequency of founding queens. Since the first queen to occupy a thorn on an
unoccupied shoot is nf)t ncccssarilv the one to develop the owner colony, spraying to prevent

colon)' foundation is a useless procedure unless done so frec]ucntly that it woul 1 probab'y have
devastating effects on the other insect populations. In atldition, such a treatment could have
major direct effects on the growth rates of the shoots.

The effect of the spray application on phytophagous insects could be very important but was
not of great concern for the following reasons. 1 ) The subplots were so small that inv.ects

could rapidly reinvade them. 2) It was expected that the major part of the defoliation would
take place during the first three months of the 1964 rainy season rather than immediately fol-

lowing the removal of P. jcrniginca at the end of the 1963 rainy season. 3) It was hoped that

methyl-parathion, being a compound with a short half-life, would be gone within a month after

the last application.

With the exception of Sysspliiiix mexicana, all of the insects listed in Table I are killed by
an application of meth>l-parathion. This was determined by finding dead individuals on the

shoot and on the ground below the shoot. It is not known how long after an application the

residual affects the insects that land on the shoot. Dead insects are commonly found under
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the sprayed shoots only during the first 2-4 tiays after the application. Severe defoliation may
take place on the first day following the application (and on any later date) but it is not known
how many of the defoliating agents are killed. Within two weeks after an application, the

numbers of phytophagous insects on the shoots were about as high as they were at any time.

In both control and treatment subplots, almost all phytophagous insects disappeared during
the Jan.-May cool and dry season. Of those insects that feed commonly on unoccupied A.
corriigera, only Coxina hadcnoides, Coscinoptera miicida, Aristotelia corallina, and Mozena
tomentosa remained active at this time. No insecticides were used after the 15th of December.

Methyi-parathion stimulation. In plots with shoots 2-4 m tall, the second parathion appli-

cation was found to stimulate growth of the upper axillary buds. For example, for 2-6 weeks
following the second application (4 Dec. 1963), lengthening branches were evident from the

upper thorn axils in treatment subplot S-I. This was at a time (Dec. and Jan.) when the

shoots in the control subplot showed almost no new growth. Along the north side of S-1, the

treated shoots were less than 1 m from the untreated shoots. This new growth may have been
in part due to insecticide mortality of phytophagous insects. In the control subplot (S-2),

katydids (Tettigoniidae) and the larvae of Coxina hadenoides were responsible for the lack

of new growth (in addition to physiological slowing of growth due to the cool weather). These
insects are very mobile. Both of these insects were present at the time the new growth was
being produced. Due to the cool weather, there was little activity outside of the thorns at this

time and these insects were also present in the control subplots. Their characteristic feeding

damage was abundant on these new branches. It appears that the stimulation of growth was
sufficiently great that these insects were not able to suppress it for a 2-6 week period. Eventually

all of the new branches had their shoot tips eaten and no further stimulation took place. The
new growth was of a type not normally encountered on insolated shoots. The branches had long

intcrnodes and thin thorns; there were 3-15 such branches per shoot. In treatment subplot S-1,

the stimulation caused an increase in mean height of 21.5 cm (difference between the growth
in the treatment and control subplot). It was in S-1 that the greatest stimulation took place.

No attempt has been made to extract this height increase from the mean values obtained for any
of the treatment subplots.

Clipping thorns. In December 1963, it was realized that the distal portions of a swollen thorn

are dead tissue and therefore can be removed without damaging the shoot or stimulating it

(Fig. 41a). There is ample evidence from natural damage that removal of the distal '/2-/4 of

a green but stiff thorn does not affect its leaf. When clipping thorns with pruning shears, care

must be taken not to rupture the junction between the thorn and the bark. Preliminary trials

showed that if all the thorns on a shoot are clipped off about the one-half way between the point

and the base, almost the entire colony is destroyed or lost through disorganization. On these

shoots, the surviving workers and brood concentrated themselves in the thorns produced during
the next 2-4 weeks and could be clipped off. Searching queens do not establish colonies in the

clipped thorns. There is no leaf drop or color change on these shoots, and no stimulation of

growth in dormant shoots. These shoots are not acceptable as auxiliary-shoots until they have
grown new thorns. In order to avoid this problem, the acacia plants were removed whenever
possible around the new subplots for a distance of 2-3 m.

In four different cases, raiding columns of Nomamyrmex esenheclii went through the

subplots within a week after clipping and were partly responsible for removal of the ants. In

two cases, swarm raids of Labidtis praedator did the same thing. When a thorn was clipped, the

brood was scattered on the ground, and Solenopsis geminata and other ants were generally

responsible for its loss. Rain drowned the workers and brood in the opened thorns.

While clipping thorns was time consuming, it was also very effective. A number of sub-

plots with clipped thorns were completely free of workers by June 1964.

Recolonization of treated plots. Ideally, the treatment subplots should contain only un-

occupied shoots and the control subplots only occupied shoots. In actuality, at the last recording

only treatment subplots C-1, E-2, H-1, K-1, L-I, M-I, N-1, O-l, and Q-1 contained no oc-

cupied shoots: thorn clipping hail been used in all of these. The other treatment subplots had
various numbers of occupied shoots in them due to invasion from colonies outside the sub-

plot, or due to young colonies developed in situ. In the control plots, the percentage of oc-

cupied shoots ranged from 80-98 percent at the last recordings made between 26 Jul. and 8 Aug.
1964.

Most of the subplots were mapped and individual shoot records kept for most of the sub-

plots' histories. This means that in addition to the possible comparisons between subplots, the

occupied shoots in the plot can be contrasted with the unoccupied shoots in the plot.

Invasion from outside of the treatment subplot can be prevented by removing the shoots of

A. cornigera for a distance of 5-10 m around the subplot. This cannot be done to control

subplots because of the likelihood of removing the queen-shoot that is associated with auxiliary-
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Fu;. 41. a. The canopy of a shoot of Acacia coinigcra in treatment subplot N-1. The thorns

were clipped on 3 Apr. 1964. Five males of Aiiomota sp., probably A. nififrons, can be seen

near the end of the right-hand branch. This shoot would be rated as a number 2.5. Photo 25

Jul. 1964. b. The canopy of a shoot of Acacia cornigcra in treatment subplot S-1. The shoot has

not been occupied since late in 1963. This shoot would be rated as a number 2.5. Photo late

July 1964.
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shoots within the subplot. The fact that treatment subplots E-2, H-1, L-1, M-1, and Q-1 were

free of workers at the last recording is due to this type of shoot removal. In treatment subplot

N-1 and O-l, in order to insure that the shoots with clipped thorns stayetl free of workers,

all shoots less than 50 cm tall were removed. This removed the lounding queens and small

colonics living in these suppressed shoots.

Removal of vegetation adjacent to A. coniigtia. The amount of surrounding vegetation ad-

jacent to the shoot may influence the amount of phytophagous insect damage or cattle grazing

on A. coniigera. Several subplots were established in which all vegetation besides A. comigera

was cut to ground and the shoots of A. cornigira that were less than 100 cm tall were re-

moved. The cut vegetation was not burned, but it is doubtful that it had a substantial effect

as a fertilizer during the experiments. This technique approximates normal conditions since

\n vegetation that is being cleared by hand for pasture, the shoots of A. comigera that are over

3 m tall are sometimes not cut because of the shower of ants which falls when the trunk is hit

with a machete.

Clearing of all vegetation. Several subplots were established by cutting all the vegetation

to ground level but not burning the litter. Where this vegetation was over 1 year old, the

stumps of A. comigera were cut at 65 cm to facilitate finding them in the future regeneration.

Since the new suckers often started at some point above the base on the trunk, the lengths of

the shoots as well as their heights were recorded.

When all the vegetation is cleared and the shoots of A. comigera contain large colonies, a

third type of treatment subplot is made. In the treatment subplot, the canopies of the A.

comigera shoots arc piled and burned. Any colonies that are to occupy the suckers from these

unoccupied stumps must develop in situ, or move in from outside the subplot. In the control

subplot, the canopy is placed across its cut stump. The workers patrol the stump and as the

new suckers appear (within 3-10 days) they are immediately occupied by the colony. Auxiliary-

units transfer into the new suckers in the same manner as do queen-units. However, if the

stump is very slow to produce new suckers, the auxiliary-unit may retract into the queen-unit

or move to a different stump.

Enclosure in barbed wire. Subplots enclosed in barbed wire were intended as contrasts to

subplots to which cattle had access. Three strands of wire were used. The enclosures were in

general too small (6 by 6 m or 6 by 12 m) since cattle could, and did reach in at least 1 m to

browse. Final recordings were not made in these plots since the cattle were removed from the

control subplots by their owner before the rainy season began.

Adding units. A mature colony may be added to an unoccupied shoot by cutting an isolated

queen-shoot with a large worker force and placing it in contact with the shoot. Cutting an

auxiliary-shoot and placing it on the unoccupied shoot will provide occupation for 1-2 months

but eventually the worker force is lost.

Multiple treatment. In several cases, it was necessary or of interest to use more than one

of the above treatments on a subplot. The effect of the presence or absence of a worker force

is of central interest in this study, rather than the effect of the treatment on the shoot. Because

of this, any treatment, or set of treatments that would insure the removal of the worker force

without damaging the shoot or phytophagous insect population was used.

Recording data. Shoot identification. The individual subplots were the original experimental

unit. However, it soon became evident that some method of individual shoot recognition was

necessary. This was because of the lack of subplot replicates, the variation in shoot height

among even-aged shoots within a subplot, the presence of occupied shoots in treatment sub-

plots, and the unoccupied shoots in control subplots. Placing individual numbers on the trunks

was too slow and tags were stolen. Mapping the location of the shoots proved very successful.

It simplified the location of the shoots and insured that all the shoots were counted in each

recording. The majority of the subplots were mapped by January or February. The consequence

of mapping is that each subplot can be treated as a set of n replicates. In later analyses each

shoot can be regarded as an independent unit which is or is not occupied. Due to the presence of

auxiliary-units, all occupied shoots were actually not independent of each other, but time was

not available to determine which shoot had which kind of units.

Height. The height of the shoot is the distance above the ground of the highest node. This

was measured to the nearest cm in subplots with most of the shoots less than 2 m tall and

to the nearest 5 cm in subplots with most of the shoots over 2 m tall. When regeneration

from experimentally cut stumps was measured, the length of the tallest shoot from the stump

was recorded as well as the shoot height. When it was obvious that two or more major shoots

had grown from a single stump, only the tallest was recorded. Such paired shoots are always

occupied by the same colony.

Height of surrounding vegetation. Because of the detrimental effect that shading has on
A. comigera, the height of the immediately surrounding vegetation was often recorded in
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un>;razcil or in liulitK' grazed Mihplots. In hcaviK urazcil subplots, there was essentially no

shading of any shoots. When the height of the indiviilual shoot was measured, the height of

the nearest other species of plant that was not damaged h\ P. jentigimu was recorded. The
mean of these measurements serves as an indicator of general canopy height in the subplot.

When this mean is subtracted from the mean height nl the shoots of .7. cornigcra. the amount
of emergence of A. coinigcra can be obtained.

Condition of the shoot. Since the degree of damage to the uppermost growing points or

highest nodes is a measure of potential height increment within a plot, the condition of these

points wa.s rcconled. The toliowing numerical scheme was used, grading from a [lerfect terminal

to a dead shoot.

(4) The point to which the height is measured in an undamaged shoot tip, and the mature
foliage shows little or no animal or fungal damage. Fig. 42, 43, 44.

(3.5) There arc two main shoots of subeiiual height Irom the same stump, one of which is

a -^3 and the other a #4.
(3) The shoot tip at the uppermost node has been tlestroyed and any new shoot tip on the

shoot has not yet attainetl this height. These shoots have little or no ilamagc to their mature
leaves and have growing points lower down on the shoot. Fig. 42, 43, 45, 46.

(2.5) Both the uppermost growing point and lateral growing points are tlcstroyed, and the

mature foliage shows 25-50 percent removal. Fig. 40, 41, 47.

(2) The shoot is like #2.5, but 50-75 percent of the mature foliage has been removed.

(1.5) The shoot looks deail but still has a green layer under the bark and perhaps one or

two leaves. Fig. 48.

(1) The shoot is dead but still standing.

(0) The shoot is gone or at least has fallen over. Normal leaf drop is not regarded as

damage. While it would be difficult for an untrained observer using this scheme to arrive at

the same subplot numerical evaluation of condition as would the author, it is felt that evaluation

has lieen consistent throughout the study. All subplot evaluation was ilone by the author.

Causal agent of condition. The specific feeding damage of Coxina liadenoides, leaf rollers,

webbing larvae, Syssphinx niexictina, Moztiui tomtntosu, Pelidnota pitnctiduta, Oiiicidens

potcila, Loclimat'ocUs corntiticeps , Chrysomelidac, cattle, rodents, anil birds can be recognized

and at times during the spring of 1964 was recorded individually. The damage of Coxina

hadenoides, kathydids (Tettigoniidac), and some Chrysomelidae is easily confused and there-

fore was recorded as one.

Presence of foreign objects. The presence of vines ant! animals on the shoots was usually

recorded. They were not collected within the subplot since a single organism can have a great

effect on growth.

Presence of /'. jcrrtiglnca. To obtain maximum assurance that shoots recorded as un-

occupieil did not have workers in the thorns, the subplots were reconled onl\- on days when
the maximum temperature was over 29° C. If possible, records were niaile when the tempera-

ture was over 32° C. The presence or absence of workers was recorded, or else the actual num-
Ikt on the shoot counted and recorded. During the counting process, the shoot was not ilis-

turbcd. The presence of entrance holes in the thorns does not insure that there is a worker
force present in the shoot. The entrances in new green thorns may be made by founding queens.

The presence of many terminal thorns without entrances usually indicates the lack of a worker
force. Since Bcltian bodies were commonly removed by Pstiidomyrmex gracilis mexicana and
Solenopsis gcminata. the absence of these structures docs not insure that there is a worker
force present. The larger entrance holes of /'. gracilis mexicana can often be located by inspection

and if there are more than 2-3 workers of this ant seen on the shoot surface, there is not likely

to be a worker force of P. jcrritginca in the thorns.

Ideal plot. Because of mistakes made in plot establishment, it seems advisable to clarify

what plan should Ix- followed to establish plots of maximum usefulness. Some of the most
informative rectangular plots established in this study were those in which all of the vegetation

was cleared to ground level, the canopies of A. cornigera were piled and burned in the treat-

ment subplot, and the canopies were left next to the stump in the control subplot so that the

colony could invade the new suckers (e.g., plots A, E, H). This was done in plots that had
been regenerating tor more than a year. To obtain the maximum amount of information this

plot should be split into at least three subplots. One subplot is the control, one has the canopies

removed, and one has the thorns of the new growth clipped as well as the canopies removed.
The iileal plot should be replicated during the period of the experiment. The subplots should be

at least 20 m apart and have at least 100 stumps in each. The subplots should be cut out of a

relatively uniform stand of vegetation, must be mapped, and must have all the A. cornigera re-

moved to a distance of 10 m around each treatment subplot. This cannot be ilone around the

control subplot due to the ilanger of removing a queen-unit of one of the auxiliary-units in the
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Fig. 42. The upper left-hand shoot tip of Acacia cornigera is undamaged and would be

rated as a number 4. The lower right-hand shoot tip was damaged by Coxina hadenoides and
would be rated as a number 3. Photo late July in plot P.

subplot. The stump diameter should be recorded as an index to the size of the parent root

stock. It is best not to set up such a plot during the cool season because transfer of the colonies

in the control subplot is slowed at this time.

At least once every two months, the heights ant! lengths of the sucker shoots, the height

of the surrounding vegetation, the condition of the shoots, and the presence of other organisms

on the shoots should be recorded. The newly produced thorns in the second treatment subplot
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Fig. 43. The left-hand shoot tip of Acacia cornigera was damaged by Pelidnota ptinctulata

and would be rated as a number 3. The right-hand shoot tip is undamaged and would be

rated as a number 4. Photo late July in plot M.

should be clipped about every four months. About every two months, and at each major change

in the weather, a nocutrnal and diurnal recording of the presence of phytophagous insects on
the shoots should be made. Specimens can be collected from one of the replicates for identifica-

tion. From this same replicate, samples of entire colonies can be made to determine colony

growth rates and sizes in the first treatment subplot. If possible, cattle should be allowed to

graze heavily in one of the replicates and be excluded from another. The more frequently and

closely the shoots are examined for phytophagous animals and their damage, the more informa-

tion will be obtained. Some insects are present only during very specific times of the day, and

for a very few days.

After about 1 Vi days of such a schedule, nearly the maximum amount of information avail-

able, as to the effect of P. jerruginea on A. cornigera, will have been obtained. In the first

treatment subplot, those shoots that survived long enough to produce colonies will be growing
at the same rate as those in the control subplot. The shoots in the second treatment subplot

will probably all be dead.

In natural disturbance sites such as arroyos and river banks, the shoots of A. cornigera are

often highly dispersed. In these cases, linear plots yield the most information (e.g., plot B). Such

a plot consists of a long row of unevenly spaced shoots, some of which are treated and some
of which serve as controls. The treatment, mapping and recording of data should be as in the

rectangular plot discussed above. Such a linear plot may be several kms or more in length, and

pass through a large number of microhabitats. It seems preferable to alternate the treatments

from stump to stump rather than from one section to another of the plot. Therefore it is as if

the three subplots are superimposed. Rather than use a strictly random method to determine

what treatment an individual stump will receive, an attempt, where possible, should be made
to have an even alternation between controls and treatments throughout the length of the plot.

In linear plots, the decision as to what shoots can be used for controls, and what shoots

can be used for treatments is influenced by the presence of auxiliary-shoots. No treatment shoot

should be within 15 m of a control shoot, or a shoot not included within the plot (these latter

shoots can be completely removed). When the canopy of the treatment shoot is removed, it

should be totally destroyed or moved to a distance at least 20 m from any other treatment shoot.

The shoots within a cluster of shoots (e.g., 4 auxiliary-shoots and 1 queen-shoot), because of
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Fig. 44. The canopy of an occupied shoot of A. coniigera in control subplot N-2. This

shoot would be rated as a number 4. Piuito late July 1964.



Fig. 45. Tlic canopy ot an unoccupied sIuku ol A. cornigera in treatment subplot N-1.
This shoot woultl be rated as a number 3. Note that there are at least four number 3 shoot
tips in the top of the canopy. This damage was caused by Coximi liadenoidis and adult tetti-

goniid grasshopixrs. The ants were removed by parathion on 12 Oct. 1963. The shoot was a
number 4 at that time. Photo 28 Nov. 1963.
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Fig. 46. A shoot tip of Acacia coringeia during the cool season. The shoot's (.(jloiiy of P.

jcrntginca was removed with parathion in late 1963. This shoot tip was a number 4 until a

black sooty mold began to grow on the sticky material that covers the shoot tip. This mold
killed the shoot tip. It is now a number 3. The webbing is that of a spider from the right-

hand curled and stunted leaf. Photo 23 Dec. 1963 in treatment subplot N-1.



1 ' ''''^ ii.,iii,„i,, uiii.^cupicd shoul ol .ituL.L, i.^iuigciu giowiii^ iii jm.iI B. This shoot
was apparently never occupied by P. jeniiginta. It was occupied by a large colony of Cremato-
gastcr sp. at the time the photograph was taken. Note the dead \incs in the canopy and the
lack of mature leaves. This shoot would have been rated a number 2.5. Photograph taken in

late July 1964.
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Fig. 48. Two naturally unoccupied shoots of Acacia coniigcra. They were rated as number

1.5. They were growing in treatment subplot S-1 and are of the size often eaten by Sigmodon

hispidtis during the dry season. Photo late July 1964.

their proximity to each other, must all be controls or all be treated. However, each shoot can

be counted as a single shoot. The occupant ant colony must be identified {P. jeiruginea or

P. nigrocincta in the Temascal area)

.

A linear plot of this type should include as many plants as time permits because 5-20 percent

of the shoots are invariably destroyed by someone using the cut canopies from the controls for

fencing, or invasion of the treatment shoots by an unnoticed colony, or a colony from an un-

destroyed but removed canopy.

Statistical treatment of data. The statistical tests in this study involved the contrasts of two

population means (X) for which a sample standard deviation (s.d.) or variance (s^) was
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calculated. In this case, the null hypothesis was that the mean of the first population (Ua) was
equal to the mean of the second population (Ub), or Ho: Ua=Ub. If accepted, this hypothesis

would indicate that P. femtginea has no effect on A. cornigera. The sample means used were

those of the control subplot or the group of occupied shoots (Xa), and those of the treatment

subplot or the group of unoccupied shoots (Xb). Xa was chosen to represent the occupied shoots

since it was expected that these means would be larger.

The statistics used was Z=(Xa — Xb) with the value for rejection of the null hypothesis

V'
being Z greater than 1.645 (significant difference between the means p<0.05) and Z greater

than 2.326 (highly significant difference between the means p<[0.01).

The use of the Z test of significance between the two means required that the variables

(individual height or length increment, and condition) be independent observations. This was
assumed for this study, although in reality the presence of the auxiliary-shoot effect means that

the height or length increment, and the condition value, of an individual shoot is to some degree

correlated with the number of ants on neighboring shoots. Queen-shoots usually have larger

colonies and consequently show large increments in height or length; large queen-units usually

have large auxiliary-units, which also have large increments in height or length.

The use of the Z test of significance did not require that the variables be distributed normally.

However, most of the sets of variables recorded as height or length increment, and condition,

were not too badly skewed. This was especially true when groups of continuously occupied
shoots were compared with groups of continuously unoccupied shoots.

The Z test of significance is usually used when the variances of the two populations are

known (they need not be equal). For the purposes of this study, it was assumed that the

sample variances obtained approximated the actual population variance. It is generally con-
sidered that this assumption is justified when the sample size is over 30 (Nissen-Meyer, personal

communication). In most of the comparisons in this study, this was the case. However, the Z
test was also used when the sample size was less than 30 for two reasons. One reason was for

consistency. The other was that, on the basis of many observations made inside and outside

of the experimental plots, it was felt that the variances recorded for most of the smaller sample
sizes would not have been greatly changed had the samples been larger.

Negative Z values were occasionally obtained in both the contrasts of height increment and
condition. Occasionally, these values were low enough to be significant. The reasons for these

significant negative Z values are the same as those for the low Z values that were not significant.

The major reason was the presence of occupied shoots in the treatment subplots, and occasional

unoccupied shoots in the control subplots. Of secondary importance was the production of short

vegetative or flowering branches following the stimulation of growth by parathion or insect

damage. These secondary effects were of only temporary importance and disappeared before

the 1964 rainy season began. The primary reason for significant negative Z values can hardly
be used as evidence against a positive effect of the ants on the acacia; it must be regarded as a

product of faulty experimental design.

It should be noted that of the Xn and Xin<- columns in Table 4 through 13, the Xinc values

are those used in the tests of significance. The Xo column contains the mean heights at the

beginning of the interval over which the increment occurred.

PLOT DESCRIPTIONS

The following plot and subplot descriptions are presented as documentary materials, and to

enable comparisons of the experiments in this study with similar experiments in other studies.

The descriptions are arranged beginning at Temascal and progressing to the east. At each
general area they are arranged by the age of the occupied shoots of A. cornigera at the time of

the first treatment. During the course of the experiments, 70 subplots were established and 20
of these were destroyed by burning, dynamiting, clearing, or changes in management plans by
the owner. Those remaining are plotted in figure 7. The descriptions of ;ome subplots are

included even though they were destroyed since they aid in comparisons between other subplots.

."Ml cattle were removed by the owner from plots C, E-I, K, N-Q, and S-V, after 3 May so

that the barbed wire cattle exclosures near these plots were rendered useless in respect to

examining the effect of cattle on A. cornigera. The descriptions of these exclosures are omitted.

The following data are presented for each plot: exact locality, photograph if available, purpose
of plot and subplots, history and size, vegetation physiognomy, plant species composition, repre-
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bcntativcness of the plot, characteristics o£ A. cornigcra and /'. jcniigincu before treatment,

kind of treatment, characteristics of A. cornigcra anil P. fcrriigiiica after treatment, animals
present in the plot, and comments.

B
Plot B was a linear plot extending 2.5 km south from the north end of the Presa Miguel

Aleman along its eastern base (Fig. 49). It was 2.5 km northwest of Temascal. The treatment
subplot (B-I) was superimposed on the control subplot (B-2) because the treated shoots alter-

nated with control shoots.

Plot B was established later than most plots (24 Apr.). It was intended as a plot of sucker
regeneration in which the individual treated shoots would be free from reinvasion. The site

was chosen because the open plant community insured that all shoots of A. cornigcra would be

found, and because of the presence of widely spaced 2-5 year old shoots with large colonies.

When the shoots were cut, the canopies of the stumps that were to be ant-free were carried at

least 15 meters from their stumps. They should have been burned. The lack of living shoots in

the areas where the canopies were thrown caused the workers to wander very long distances

in search of A. cornigcra. By 6 Aug., 19 of the 53 units removed from the treated stumps had
found their way back to the stump.

The site of plot B was freshly quarried limestone and sand in 1958. Examinations of annual
rings of the shoots of A. cornigcra indicated that all the acacias on the site were seedlings and
the oldest germinatetl in 1959. The site had never been cleared except for random cutting of

fence poles. It was grazed by cattle and goats since 1958. The area from which treated and
control shoots were chosen was about 7 acres in size.

In general appearance, the vegetation formed an open plant community. Patches of trees

and shrubs 2-5 m in height and 8-15 m in diameter were scattered over relatively bare ground
with sparse grasses and broadleafed herbs. There were few woody vines in the patches of

trees but during the rainy season herbaceous vines covered large areas. Plot B was margined
on the west by piled bare limestone and on the east by dense second growth forest with a

canopy 5-15 m high.

Fig. 49. Looking north through plot B. The shoots were cut along hotli suics ot the trail

in the center of the photograph. The tree on the far left with a single upper branch fork is

Tabebtiia pentaphylla, the large tree to the right of it is Ateleia pterocarpa, and the tall tree on
the right-hand side of the trail is Acacia cornigcra. The low tree below it is Muntingia calahtira.

The A. cornigcra is about 9 m tall and occupied by a colony of P. jerriiginca with about 15,000

workers in it. Shoots of this type were cut to obtain the sucker regeneration in plot B. Photo

April 1964.
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The plants growing in plot B were characteristic of natural and man-made disturbance sites

in the Temascal area. The trees were Mttntingia calabtira (3-5 m), Cecropia ohttisijolia (5-10

m), Atcleia pterocarpa (5-7 m), Pterocarpus sp. (5-7 m), Acacia cornigera (3-8 m) and Acacia

chiapensis (3-5 m). The shrubs were seedlings of the above species of trees plus Calliandra

houstoniana, Conostegia jalapcnsis, Batihinia tingtilata, woody Compositae, and Leguminosac.

Before any shoots were cut in plot B, there were four shoots with the thorns inhabited by

a colony of Crcmatogaster sp. and/or Pseiidomyrmcx gracilis mcxicana; these shoots were not

included in the plot as they were nearly dead. Five shoots were occupied by large colonies of

Pseiidomyrmcx nigrocincta; these were treated as if they were colonies of P. jerriiginea, even

though they were not quite as effective as was P. ferrtiginea in patrolling the .'^hoot. The colonies

of P. jerriiginea in the plot were large and all over two years old. The shoots of A. cornigera

were sufficiently scattered so that about one-half of the shoots had queen-units in them. Most
of the shoots of A. cornigera bore flowers or fruit. In many cases, the shoots were emergent
through the thin canopy of Miintingia calabtira and the shade was sufficient to cause the sucker

shoots from the cut stump to take on a slightly attenuated life-form.

The shoots of A. cornigera were cut at 65 cm and the canopies of 53 removed and the

canopies of 47 left across their stumps. All of the 100 stumps initiated regenerating suckers.

During the following weeks of observation there were some occupied suckers in the treatment

subplot owing to reinvasion by the ants and some unoccupied suckers in the control subplot

owing to the death of one colony and the loss of several canopies to persons seeking fencing

material.

During the period of the experiment, cattle and goats grazed and browsed the area on a

daily basis. Except for the various species of Diplotaxis, the insects usually found feeding on
occupied and unoccupied A. cornigera were all observed in plot B. Coxina hadenoides was
especially abundant and an unoccupied shoot rarely passed more than one night without having

the shoot tips eaten. Sigmodon hispidus damage was observed in this plot.

There was almost no seedling reproduction of A. cornigera in plot B. Occasional seedlings

were found under Miintingia calahwa where they had been dropped by birds eating the fruits

of M. calabtira. On one occasion in plot B a black squirrel was observed eating the undamaged
shoot tips of an unoccupied 2 m tall shoot.

KA, K, N, O, P

These five plots were established in young regeneration in the brushy pasture 30-200 m
north of the Temascal-La Granja highway and 5-200 m west of El Mocho's house on the land

of Seiior Eusavio Farfan. El Mocho's house is 5 km cast of Temascal. Within each plot, rec-

tangular treatment and control subplots were established.

It was originally anticipated that these five plots would be lightly grazed throughout the

experiment; however, the cattle were removed by 3 May 1964 and therefore the major portion

of the growth took place in the absence of cattle. Plots KA and K were intended for

examination of the growth from vegetation cleared to ground level but not burned; un-
fortunately it was not practical to map them with the amount of time available. Plots N and O
were intended as a contrast to plot P; in the former plot, the surrounding vegeation was
cleared but at first all shoots of A. cornigera were not cut (Fig. 50) and later only those that

were occupied (taller than 50 cm) were not cut. In plot P no vegetation was cut.

The regeneration in these five plots was part of a cycle of cutting and browsing and oc-

casional burning to produce more browse. It was last cut to the ground in January 1963 but it

was not burned at that time. The previous vegetation was cut in August 1962 and again not

burned. No cattle were present from June 1963 to 3 Dec. 1963; they were then removed on
3 May 1964. The land was cleared of forest in 1940. It had been occasionally used for corn
fields before 1956. The areas in square meters of the various subplots were as follows: KA-1,
107; KA-2, 90; KA-3, 108; K-1, 102; K-2, 108; N-1, 258; N-2, 212; O-l, 197; 0-2, 183; P-1,

445; andP-2, 222.

In general appearance, the area containing the five plots was a dense stand of herbs, shrubs
and tree suckers from old rootstocks in September 1963. The canopy was about 75 cm above
the ground and densely interlaced with herbaceous and woody vines. Projecting through this

rather even canopy were scattered 1-2 m tall occupied shoots of A. cornigera. Below the canopy
were much more numerous heavily shaded and unoccupied shoots of A. cornigera. During the

experimental period, the vegetation that had been cut in plots KA, K, N and O regenerated
a plant community with the same life form. During the period that cattle were present, nearly

all herbaceous vines were eaten and the shrubs were lightly browsed. Along with the leaf drop
during the dry season, this activity opened the canopy, but it filled again when the rains started

and the cattle were absent. By August 1964, the general canopy in plot P was about 180 cm
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Fig. 50. General aspect of treatment subplot N-1 immediately after the general vegetation

was cleared in October 1963. The plant in front of the sheet is Acacia cornigera and is occupied

by a colony of P. jeniiginea with about 1,500 workers in it. The smaller shoot to the left is

an auxiliary-shoot to the taller queen-shoot. The cluster of shoots in the right-hand side of the

photograph is a queen-shoot with four auxiliary-shoots.

tall and the heavily occupied shoots of A. cornigera were still emergent by 25-150 cm. There
were a few old trees 4-8 m tall in the five plots but they did not provide continual shade for

any portion of the plots.

The outstanding trees were Tabebttia pentapliylla, Cordia alliodora, Biirsera siinaronha,

Attalea cohiiue, and Parmentiera edtdis. The tree suckers were those of the above species plus

Sapindtis jabonera, Giiazttma idmijolia, Bomhax clipticutn , Ceiba pentandra, Loiichocarpus

longistylits, Cochlospermitm vitifolium, Spondias mombiti, Acacia cornigera, Inodes mexicana,

Casearia sp. and Terminalia sp. The shrubs formed the bulk of the vegetation and were all

regenerated from old root stock. They were Pithecolobittm lanceolatiim , Acacia macracantha,
Batihinia tinilateralis. Croton glabellas, Robinsonella lindeniana, Jacqtiinia pungens, Rativolfia

hetcrophylla, Malphighia glabra, Coccoloba schiendeana, Coccoloba sp., Pisonia actdeata, Jatropfia

urcns, Tabernaemontana alba. Mimosa albida, Bixa orellana, Etipatoritmi odoratiim, Tritimfetta

semitriloba, and Bakeridesia galeottii. Some lower shrubs and annuals that disappear quite

early in the succession were Sida acuta, Croton miradorensis , Solaniim torvum, Solanum
chloropetahtm , Mimosa pitdica, Melochia pyrmidata, Hyptis miitabilis, Iresine sp., and Salvia

sp. The woody vines were very quick to regenerate following cutting and were very abundant.

They were Tournefortia hirsiitissima, Gotiania litpidoides, Serjania cardiospermoides , Paidlinia

tomentosa, Stigmap/iyllon lindeniantim, Titrbina corymbosa, Bigonia tingtns-cati, Smilax sp.,

and Asclepiadaceae. Annual and non-woody vines were Dioscorea spp., Convolvulaceae,

Leguminosae, Asclepiadaceae, Passifloraceae, and Marantaceae.

About 30 percent of the vegetation, in the area of Temascal to the east for 10 km, passes

through a serai stage similar to this in physiognomy and species composition at least once
every 10 years, if not more often. The largest variation between other similar areas and these

five plots is in species composition, not in physiognomy.
Throughout the experiments, the shoots in plot P remained in two size groups. About 75

percent of the shoots were in the 10-60 cm size class and were densely shaded during the

rainy season. They received light shade during the dry season. They were occupied by colonies
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of Pseudomyrmex gracilis mexicana, founding queens of Psetidomyrniex jerruginea, and rarely
by auxiliary-units from emergent queen-shoots or b>' new young colonies. These shoots grow
very slowly and are gradually eaten entirely by Signiodon hispidiis or die as a result of the
cumulative effect of continuous destruction of the shoot-tips by insects. About 25 percent of
the shoots were in the 100-250 cm size range and were emergent or canopy members. These
were occupied by large colonies of P. feiruginea and were not used as standards by the vines
in the canopy. During the dry season there was some abandonment of these shoots by auxiliary-

units but they were reinvaded when the rainy season started. The colonies of P. jeritigitiea

ranged from 500-10,000 workers; most queen-shoots had several auxiliary-shoots. There were
at least 150 colonies of P. jerruginea and five colonies of Pseudomyrmex nigrocincta within
these five plots before treatment.

The treatment schedules of the various subplots were as follows:

KA-1: Treatment subplot. Cut to the ground on 1 Oct. 1963. Grazed from 3 Dec. 1963
to 3 May 196-1. All A. cornigera shoots sprayed with parathion on 26 Oct. and 21
Dec. 1963.

KA-2: Control subplot. As in KA-1, but no treatment.

KA-3: Control subplot. As in KA-2.
K-1: Treatment subplot. Cut to the ground on 1 Oct. 1963. Grazed from 3 Dec. 1963 to

3 May 1964. All thorns clipped on 19 Dec. 1963 and once during the dry season.

K-2: Control subplot. As K-1 except no treatment.

N-1: Treatment subplot. All vegetation except A. cornigera cleared to ground level on
10 Oct. 1963. All A. cornigera were sprayed with parathion on 26 Oct. 1963 and 14

Nov. 1963. On 3 Apr. 1964 all A. cornigera shoots less than 50 cm tall were removed
and the thorns of those remaining were clipped. This subplot was grazed from 3

Dec. 1963 to 3 May 1964.

N-2: Control subplot. All vegetation except A. cornigera cleared to ground level on 10

Oct. 1963.

O-l: Treatment subplot. As in N-1.
0-2: Control subplot. As in N-2.
P-1: Treatment subplot. Natural vegetation with all thorns of all A. cornigera both above

and below the canopy clipped on 18 Dec. 1963. Grazed from 3 Dec. 1963 through
3 May 1964.

P-2: Control subplot. Natural vegetation.

In plot KA, the regeneration was apparently unaffected by the parathion treatment. In the

two control subplots, most of the shoots of A. cornigera remained stunted and gradually became
completely shaded. Those that were occupied by colonies invading from the cut shoots and those

that developed colonies in situ by the beginning of the rainy season (1964) maintained an
emergent or canopy level position. In the treatment subplot, the parathion had no noticeable

effect on the high density of founding queens and several colonies moved into the subplot after

the spraying from shoots cut outside of it.

In plot K-1, growth was relatively slow in both the treatment and control subplot until

shortly before the 1964 rainy season began. Clipping of thorns was extremely effective in

destroying the mature colonies remaining after the shoots were cut on 1 Oct. and in preventing

new colonies from developing in situ. When new growth was initiated at the beginning of the

rainy season, the shoots in the treatment subplot quickly became completely submerged in the

general vegetation while about 20 percent of thore in the control subplot remained emergent.

In plots N and O growth was relatively slow in both the control and treatment subplots

until the beginning of the 1964 rainy season. Parathion was not effective in removing the

mature colonics from the treatment subplots because portions of colonies outside of the subplots

continued to move into the subplots to reoccupy the shoots vacated by the spra\'. However, the

parathion applications disrupted the occupation sufficiently' to allow considerable insect damage
to the shoots. When the thorns were clipped and the shoots shorter than 50 cm tall were re-

moved, the occupied shoots outside of the treatment subplots were also removed when they

were not part of a control subplot. This produced two ant-free treatment subplots (N-1 and
O-l). In the control subplots the shoots less than 50 cm tall were not removed because this

might have disrupted the colonies occupying them as auxiliary-shoots. However, these short

shf)ots were not counted in the plot records.

In plot P, growth was relatively slow in both the control and treatment subplots until the

beginning of the rainy season. The thorn clipping was extremely effective in removing the

mature colonies and founding queens in the shoots. It was aided by the fact that it was the

dry .season when some of the auxiliary-shoots were abandoned and the very hot sun killed

the exposed brood very quickly.

Sigmodon hispidus was present in all plots but did the heaviest damage in plot P and
adjacent areas of the same type; it appeared reluctant to forage into the open areas of the
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other four plots until the rains started and then it did not feed on A. cornigcra except rarely.

Practically all of the insects associated with A. cornigcra in the Temascal area were found com-
monly in these five plots. While grazing was relatively light, it was present during most of the

cool and dry season; the cattle only occasionally browsed either occupied or unoccupied shoots.

A large part of the behavioral aspects of the bionomics of Pscttdomynnex jerrttginca were

recorded in these five plots. Most of the mating flights that were observed were in the out-

standing trees, especially Attalea cohnnc.

Q
riot Q was a rectangular plot in the brushy pasture 100-250 meters north of El Mocho's

house and 10-100 meters west of plots F, G, S and T.

This plot had one control subplot (Q-1) and one treatment subplot (Q-2). At the time

that the plot was established (8 Feb.) the area was very heavily grazed. However, the cattle

were removed from the area on 3 May and therefore the plot served only to examine the effect

of insects on unoccupied shoots (during the rainy season). Since thorn clipping was used to

remove the ants, the problem of parathion stimulation was avoided.

This plot was part of a cycle of cutting and burning with frequent heavy grazing. It was
last cut in October 1962 but it was not burned at that time. It was on the same 25 acres as

plots C, E-I, and S-V. The area of treatment subplot Q-1 was 962 m" and the area of control

subplot Q-2 was 650 m^
In general appearance, plot Q was a very open stand of tree suckers, shrubs, and low herbs

with large patches of grass in between. During the dry season, this grass was beaten and grazed

down to ground level; during the rainy season, when there were no cattle present, the grass

grew to heights of 1-2 m. The tree suckers and shrubs were in the 1-2.5 m height range.

Acacia cornigera and Bixa orellana made up over 75 percent of the woody vegetation. Plot Q
had many fewer species of plants than any other plot around El Mocho's house; plot L and M
were similar to Q in physiognomy and species composition.

The tree suckers were Ceiha pentandra, Btirsera simaroitha, Cordia alliodora, Panncntiera

cdidis and Acacia corngiera. The shrubs were Bixa orellana, Eupatoriiim odoratttm, Pisonia

actdeata, Jatrop/ia tircns, Tahernacmontana alha, Coccoloha schicdeana, Croton glabellits, and

Cassia bicapstilaris. The annuals and low shrubs were Sida acuta, Cassia Icptocarpa, Croton

iniradorensis, Solaniiw chloropetaliim, and Melochia pyriniidata. The wooly vines were

Bignonia tingiiis-cati, Tttrhina corymbosa, Toiirnefortia liirstittssima, and Smilax sp. There
were a few annual vines in the Convolvulaceae and Passifloraceae and two major species of

grasses.

Nearly all of the land in the area between Temascal and La Granja that will become a

natural pure grass pasture passes through a stage like this one. If the root stocks of the woody
plants were removed at this time, and no grazing was allowed for a year, this site would
produce a nearly pure grass pasture. This type of plant community becomes increasingly com-
mon as cattle become more common.

The shoots of A. cornigera were not readily divided into two size groups. Apparently due

to the lack of shading of small unoccupied shoots, these shoots live longer in an open plant

community than in one with a dense canopy. They eventually become occupied and begin to

grow rapidly but the result is rather great variation in height among the shoots. With the

exception of a few young colonies developing in situ, the colonies of P. jerntginea were

mature colonies with 500-5000 workers in them; they often occupied more than one shoot. Be-

fore treatment, there were about 50 colonies in plot Q.

On 8 Jan. 1964 all of the thorns in treatment subplot Q-1 were clipped. This treatment was

very effective and within a month, all the shoots in the treatment subplot were unoccupied. It

was also necessary to remove some of the marginal shoots around the treatment subplot in

order to prevent invasion of the clipped thorn shoots from these intact shoots.

The insects commonly found feeding on occupied and/or unoccupied shoots of A. cornigera

were abundant in plot Q-1. In the clumps of Bixa orellana, Sigmodon hispidtts was occasionally

responsible for the cutting of small unoccupied shoots. Since nearly all of the growth of the

plants in plot Q took place after the first rains, cattle were not present at the time of growth.

E, F, G, S, T
These five plots were established in a relatively uniform portion of the brushy pasture 200-

400 m north and 100 m west of El Mocho's house.

The purpose of this series of plots was to establish the following types of plots in a single

stanil of vegetation: 1) an undisturbed plot with the ants removed by parathion (plot S), 2)

a plot with all the vegetation except A. cornigera cut to ground level and the ants removed by
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parathion (plot T), 3) a plot with all of the vegetation cleared and the ants removed by

destroying the canopies of A. cornigcra (plot F and E), and 4) a plot in unilisturbcil vegetation

with the ants removed by destroying the canopies of A. cornigera (plot G).

This scries of plots was part of a cycle of cutting and burning with sporadic light grazing

and browsing. It was last cut in July 1962 but it was not burned at that time. During the ex-

periments, cattle were present only between 3 December 1963 and 3 May 1964. The areas in

square meters of the various subplots were as follows: ST, 342; S-2, 448; TT, 459; T-2, 405; FT.
157; F-2, 157; GT, 625; G-2, 225; G-3, 100; ET, 83; E-2, 167; and E-3, 202.

The general appearance of the area containing the five plots was a dense stand of tree fuckers,

shrubs and herbs. Most of the vegetation was regenerated from old rootstocks. In September
1963 the general canopy was about 170 cm tall and bound together with a few vines. As the

weather became drier during the dry season, the leaf drop from woody plants and the wilting

f)f annuals opened up the vegetation and allowed the sunlight to reach the ground. Yet within

a month after the first heavy rains in late May, the vegetatiofi took on again a very closed ap-

pearance and by August the canopy had risen to about 250 cm. There were abundant annuals

and vines present, apparently due to the absence of cattle which preferred them.

The tree sucker species were the same as in plots K, N, O, P, but they formed a larger portion

of the woody vegetation. The same species of shrubs, vines and annuals were present as in

plots K, N, O, and P but the proprotions were varied. This type of vegetation represented a

serai stage in the same progression of which the above plots and plots C, H, I, U and V were

a part, except that the plots S, T, F, G and E represented an intermediate stage between those

of plots K, N, O, and P and plots C, H, I, U, and V.

About 10 percent of the shoots of A. cornigera were in the 10-70 cm tall size range and
were sevcrly shaded except during the peak of the dry season. S. hispidtis ate many of these

shoots during the dry season. About 85 percent of the shoots were in 100-400 cm size range

in November 1963. By August 1964 many of the shorter of these shoots had increased 50-100

cm in height. Most of the shoots in the small size range were tenanted by founding queens of

P. jerntginea or colonies of Psetidomyrmcx gracilis mexicana. The taller shoots were almost

entirely occupied by P. jerntginea during the rainy season but there was considerable abandon-

ment of auxiliary-shoots during the dry season, apparently due to the increased high density of

A. cornigera which resulted in one colony being spread over many shoots. Prior to treatment,

there were about ISO colonies of P. ferrttginea in the five plots. There were also four colonies

of Psetidomyrmex nigrocincta occupying 1 1 shoots of A. cornigera. There were two tall shoots

that had been colonized by Psetidomyrmex gracilis mexicana but during the course of the

experiments, they were driven from their shoots by P. ferrttginea. The colonies of P. ferrttginea

were for the most part large, with 1000-15000 workers per colony.

The treatment schedules of the various subplots were as follows:

S-1: Treatment subplot. Natural vegetation, all shoots of A. cornigera sprayed with para-

thion on 4 Nov. and 4 Dec. 1963. Continuous light grazing and browsing until 3

May 1964.

S-2: Control subplot. Natural vegetation and cattle as in S-1.

T-1: Treatment subplot. All vegetation except A. cornigera cut to ground on 28 Oct. 1963.

A. cornigera sprayed with parathion on 4 Nov. and 4 Dec. Cattle present as in S-1.

T-2: Control subplot for T-1. As in T-1 except no parathion used.

F-1: Treatment subplot. All vegetation cut and A. cornigera cut at 65 cm on 28 Oct.

Canopies of A. cornigera piled and burned. Cattle as in S-1.

F-2: Control subplot for F-1. As in F-1 except the canopies of A. cornigera left over the

stumps instead of burned.

G-1: Treatment subplot. Only A. cornigera cut at 65 cm, remainder of vegetation undis-

turbed, on Oct. 29. Canopies of A. cornigera piled and burned. Catde as in S-1.

G-2: Treatment subplot. As in G-1.

G-3: Control subplot. As in G-I except that the canopies of A. cornigera were left over

the stumps instead of being destroyed.

E-1: Treatment subplot. All vegetation cut and A. cornigera cut at 65 cm on 18 Nov.
Canopies of A. cornigera piled and burned. Cattle as in S-1.

E-2: Treatment subplot. As in E-1.

E-3: Control subplot for E-1 and E-2. As in E-1 except that canopies of A. cornigera left

over the stumps instead of being destroyed. On 23 Mar. added a queen-unit to each

unoccupied shoot (10 shoots).

In plot S, the parathion treatment was relatively effective in removing P. ferrttginea but

due to the close proximity of colonies outside of the plot, there was a relatively rapid reinvasion

of these shoots. It was in this plot that parathion stimulation was most noticeable. The same
situation occured in plot T.
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In plot F, there were relatively few ant cokmies artjund the margins and the treatment

subplots thus stayed relatively free of P. ferrtiginea. On 23 March a queen-unit in the form
of a cut queen-shoot was added to each of the stumps in the control subplot in which the

transfer of the unit from the old cut shoot had not been successful. All 10 of these queen-units

became established. Toward the end of the dry season there was a rapid invasion of the shoots

in the west side of treatment subplot E-1 from two large queen-shoots growing outside of the

subplot.

Fourteen adult and yearling cattle were present in all five of these plots until 3 May 1964.

Most of the animals browsed and grazed independently of the others; they were rather evenly

dispersed over the 25 acre area that includd plots F, G, S, and T, E and C, H, I, U and V.

All the common insects that fed on Acacia coinigera were present in these plots; Coxina
hadeuoides was especially abundant in plots F and G. 5. Iiispidus was abundant only in plots

S and G; this appeared to be associated with the high cover of these plots.

C, H, I, U, V
These five plots were arranged along the sides of the water pipeline that ran northeast from

El Mocho's house. They were 200-1000 m east of plot Q and 200-300 m north of the Temascal-
La Granja highway. Within each plot, rectangular subplots were established. Plot U is shown
in Figure 51.

The employment of these five plots was to use the various treatments (parathion, thorn
clipping, stump regeneration) in a thick stand of woody regeneration that was browsed by
cattle and had a high density of A. cornigera. The cattle were removed from the plots on 3

May so that the major portion of the growth that took place was free from cattle foraging.

The regeneration in these five plots before treatment was of the same type of cycle as in

plots K, N, O, P, E, F, G, S, and T, but was older. It was last cut to the ground in 1962 and
according to the owner was lightly burned at that time; it must have been a light fire since

there were many large colonies of P. ferriiginea present in late 1963. The areas of the various

Fig. 51. General aspect of treatment subplot U-I in January 1964. Leaf drop has begun on
the shoots of Acacia cornigera but the low sucker regeneration of many species of plants under
the A. cornigera is in full leaf though growing slowly. Before the area was sprayed, there

were about six colonies of P. ferruginea in the shoots immediately visible in the photograph.
Each colony was large with auxiliary-shoots.
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subplots in square meters were as follows: V-1, 1200; V-2, 1200; U-1, 750; U-2, 720; H-1,
2,025; H-2, 2,005; H-3, 1,895; I-l, 300; 1-2, 325; 1-3, 250; C-1, 500; C-2, 460; and C-3, 620.

In general appearance before treatment, these plots contained a very dense stand of woody
regeneration that was interlaceil with woody and annual vines. There were relatively few low
shrubs. As the dry season progressed, the stand opened to such an extent that one could walk
through it but by August 1964 it was nearly impassible except along old cattle trails. A.
cornigcra formed such a large part of the canopy that from a distance of 500 m, it lf)oked like

a pure stanil. The canopy was 2-3.5 m high and cast a very heavy shade during the rainy

season. There were occasional old trees 30-50 meters tall that were remnants of the old forest

that was on the land 20 years earlier. Though the land was relatively flat, there were occasional

limestone knolls with a very distinctive xerophytic vegetation; A. cornigera did not grow on
these and no knolls were contained in the subplots.

The scattered old trees were Ceiha pcntandra, Sapindiis saponaria, Enterolobitim cycio-

carpitm, Bwseia simarouha, Tahehiiiu pciitaphyllu, and other species. The limestone knolls

were covered with Bombax elliptkttin, 1nodes mexicana, climbing cacti, cycads, Marantaceae,
Acacanthaceae, succulent leaved xerophytic herbs, Agavaceae, and terrestrial bromcliatls. On the

level ground, there were tree suckers of the trees listed above, except Bombax cllipttctim, plus

Piscidia communis, Coclitospermiim vitifolitim, Cordia alliodora, Spondias momhin, Attalea

cohiine, and Acacia cornigera. In one of the arroyos there were a few Acacia macracantha and
Acacia chiapensis. The common shrubs in the plots were Solanum iimbellattim, Croton glabellus,

]atropha iircns, Casimirou edtdis, Cassia bicapsidaris , Esenbecliia berlandieri, Biicttneria actileuta,

Eupatoriitm odorattim, Jacqninia ptmgens, and other unidentified species. The woody vines

were Ttirbina corymbosa, Totirnejortia hirsiitissima, Bigrionia ttngiiis-cati, Gouania hipiiloides,

Serjania sp., Cisstis sp., and various species of Leguminosae, Asclepiadaceae, and Convolvulaceae.
The annual vines were Dioscorea spp., Leguminosae, Convolvulaceae, and Asclepiadaceae. Small
openings had several species of grasses anil herbs growing in them.

The stand in which these five plots were established represents an older serai stage in the

progression and cycle represented by plots K, N, O, P, E, F, G, S, and T. After another year

of growth this stand of vegetation would have begun to open up underneath as had happened
in the case in plots D and R.

Better than 95 percent of the shoots of A. cornigera were canopy members or emergent at

the time the plots were established. When the vegetation was cleared in some of the plots a

few old stumps produced new sucker shoots. The shoots were old enough to respond strongly

to the cool and dry season by cessation of most growth except the production of axillary tufts

of leaves and flowering branches. The colonies of P. jerrtiginea had 1000-15,000 workers in

them and occupied 3-15 shoots. There were no colonies of Psetidomyrmex nigrocincta; two
nearly dead tall shoots had colonies of Pseudomyrmex gracilis mexicana. Most of the P. gracilis

mexicana colonies in these plots lived in the hollow stems of Btiettneria acideata. During the

dry season there was a 10-30 percent abandonment of auxiliary-shoots by P. jerrtiginea. There
were approximately 120 colonies of P. jerrtiginea in the five plots before treatment.

The treatment schedules for the various subplots were as follows:

V-1: Treatment subplot. Natural vegetation, all A. cornigera sprayed with parathion on
30 Oct. and 21 Nov. Light grazing and browsing until 3 May 1964 when they were
removed by the owner.

V-2: Control subplot for V-I. As in V-1 except no parathion used.

U-1: Treatment subplot. All vegetation except A. cornigera cut to ground on 20 Oct. and
all shoots of A. cornigera sprayed with parathion on 31 Oct. and 21 Nov. Catde as in

V-1.

U-2: Control for U-1. As in U-1 except no parathion used.

HI: Treatment subplot. All vegetation cut on 17 Oct., .-/. cornigera cut at 65 cm and
canopies piled and burned. A. cornigera sprayed with parathion on 30 Oct. and thorns

clipped on 13 Mar. Cattle as in V-1.

H-2: Treatment subplot. As in H-1 except that thorns not clipped.

H-3: Control for H-1 and H-2. As in H-1 except that canopies of A. cornigcra left over

their stumps and no parathion or thorn clipping.

I-l: Treatment subplot. A cornigera cut at 65 cm and canopies piled and burned on 18 Oct.

Cattle as in V-1.

1-2: Treatment subplot. As in I-l.

1-3: Control subplot. As in I-l except canopies left over their stumps.

C-1: Treatment subplot. A. cornigera cut at 65 cm and canopies piled and burned on 5

Jan. Thorns clipped on 14 Mar. Cattle as in V-1.

C-2: Treatment subplot. As in C-1 except thorns not clipped.

C-3: Control subplot for C-1 and C-2. As in C-1 except thorns not clipped and what ap-

peared to be a queen-unit added to each shoot on 14 Mar.
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In plot V the parathion spray was only inotlcratcly effective but still reduced the colony size

of most colonies. There was a rapid initial reinvasion of the treatment subplot from large

colonies outside of the subplot but, judging by the amount of insect damage that took place in

the 1964 rainy season in the treatment subplot, the numbers of workers per shoot still remained

much lower than normal. If the acacias outside of the treatment subplot had been removed be-

fore the treatment, it appeared that the parathion treatment could have been permanently

effective.

In plot U the same thing happened as in plot V except that the reinvasion was slower but

by the 1964 rainy season the numbers of workers on the shoots were back to normal.

In plot H and I the treatment was very effective in removing the colonies of P. jeiruginea.

The parathion spray used in plot H was not necessary but it seemed to be so at the time because

of the few workers left when the shoot was cut. The thorn clipping in subplot H-1 prevented

the ilevelopment of joung colonies in situ; in plots H-2, 30 of these colonies had developed

by 5 Aug. The long thin subplots in plot I were very close to A. cornigera that were not cut.

Therefore, abandonment to, and reinvasion from these plants considerably complicated the

degree of occupation of shoots.

In plot C, the treatment was effective. However, the damage sustained by the unoccupied

shoots in the control subplot before the queen-units were addetl on 14 Mar. caused a number
of these to grow very poorly or not at all even after they were occupietl. A further complication

was that apparently about one-half of the .'upposetl queen-units were auxiliary-units and there-

fore did not persist on the shoots.

All of the common insects that fed on Acacia cornigera were found in these plots. When
cattle were present, they browsed and grazed in a highly dispersed pattern. They fed very

larely on A. cornigera, irrespective of whether it was occupied or not. However, it was in this

area that the cattle were frequently observed browsing A. cornigera during the cool season

when it was unoccupied due to lowered worker activity at the time. S. hispidiis was occasionally

seen in these plots but there were almo^t no shoots present that were small enough for it to

feed on.

J

Plot J was a rectangular plot in the midtlle of a corn field 800 m south of Serior Torrealva's

house. His house was on the north side of the Temascal-La Granja highway at Parada Pochota

which was 7 km east of Temascal.

The site of plot J was chosen because it was on red laterite soil and because of the very

voung vegetation that was present following the u.e as a corn field. The plot was established

alter the soil had begun to dry out and the cool season had set in. While this soil had never

been plowed, the vegetation had been burned severely during the 1963 dry season and was

cut very close to the ground in July of 1963. It had been clearetl for a corn field in 1960. The
land-use schedule was that cattle were excluded and corn planted when the first rains fell.

By November, the cattle were allowed to graze in the regeneration until the end of the fol-

lowing dry season. The total area of the corn field was about 15 acres and plot J was roughly

in its center. Treatment subplot J-1 had an area of 200 m' and control subplot J-2 had an

area of 180 m".

In December 1963 the general aspect of the field was one of nearly bare red laterite littered

with corn stalks, and a very sparse cover of shrub suckers and vines. There were a few

scattered trees. The field was surrounded on three sides by extremely dense regeneration from

previous corn fields; this vegtation was about 2.5 m tall and composed of Malvaceae, Legumi-
nosae, and Sterculiaceae. There were very few A. cornigera in it. In plot J the A. cornigera

were 5-35 cm tall and none were occupied; nearly all of the new thorns had founding queens

in them.

The trees in and around plot } were Acromia mexicana, Inodes mexicana, and Attalea

cohune. There were suckers of the above three species plus Acacia cornigera, Byrsonima cras-

sipcs, Cttratella aniericana and Qiierctts sp. The shrub species were Croton glabelliis, Baii/iinia

ungtilata. Mimosa albida, Calliandra houstoniana. Cassia bicapstdaris , Conostegia jalapensis, and
Coccoloba sp. There were a number of prostrate herbs and non-woody vines. During the

winter, grasses were not evident but during the rainy season they sprouted in great abundance.

When the 1964 rainy season began, the entire corn field was fenced off. It was cleared and

planted except for the plot. The vegetation in plot J had grown very thick and lush by the

end of July. Most of the vegetation consisted of grasses and herbaceous annuals. The woody
shrub and tree suckers constituted a minor part of the vegetation. The vegetation was so dense

that there was standing rain water on the soil under it even on the hottest and driest days. All

shoots on A. cornigera, except for three that had young colonies of P. jerruginea that had
developed in situ, were well below the canopy and received almost no sunlight.
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The treatment schedule of the two subplots was as follows:

J-1: Treatment subplot. Undisturbed vegetation with all A. cornigera sprayed with para-

thion on 1 Dec. thorns clipped on 15 Jan. Cattle present until 22 May.

J-2: Control subplot. As in L-1 except that no parathion or thorn clipping.

The parathion had no noticeable effect f)n the founding queen population. The thorn

clipping was used to keep new colonies from developing in the shoots. When the final record-

ing was made, the thorns in the control subplot were opened. Many of them contained young
colonics with 5-20 workers but only three had a colony large enough to occupy the outside of

the shoot.

The insects commonly associated with A. cornigera were present in plot J but at very low
densities. The cattle browsed and trampled the area severely during the dry season but rarely

ate foliage of A. cornigera. Sigmodon hispidtts was not present in the plot during the dry

season but was extremely common there during the rainy season. It did not feed on A. cornigera

at that time.

L, M
These two plots were established in the brushy pasture 50-100 m south of the Temascal-La

Granja highway across from Senor Torrealva's house and 50 m southeast of the largest Ceiba

pentandra in the area (La Pochota).

As can be seen in Figure 52, these two plots had very open vegetation. The site was un-
complicated by the presence of large colonies remaining after the last clearing; the site was
severely burned in May 1963. It received heavy grazing throughout the rainy season but the

cattle were removed about the time that the experiments started (Oct.); picketted Indian

horses remained, however. The result of the heavy grazing during the rainy season was that

there were a large number of unoccupied but living shoots in the 30-60 cm size range in

October; in a neighboring area that had been burned at the same time but not grazed, nearly

all of the shoots were severely stunted and nearh' dead. During the course of the experiment,

young colonies developed in most of the shoots in the two plots while none tleveloped in the

adjacent area.

"T^

Fig. 52. General aspect of treatment subplot M-1 in November 1963. The shoot of Acacia
cornigera directly in the center of the sheet is occupied by a small colony of P. jerrtiginea tliat

had developed in situ. It has an undamaged uppermost shoot tip. The shoot in front of the

right-hand portion of the sheet contains only fountling queens of P. ferritginea. It also has an
undamageil uppermost shoot tip but is festooned with vines and has produced much less foliage

than the occupied shoot.
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The area included in tlic two plots was used as a corn field in 1962 and the two prcceeding

years. It had a species composition and physiognomy rather similar to plot }. The areas of the

four subplots in square meters was as follows: M-I, 600; M-2, 600; L-1, 300; L-2, 525.

The general aspect of the plots was one of a very open canopy, with woody shrub and
tree suckers scattered on low grass. By August 1964 the grass was 40-100 cm deep and
there was considerable herbaceous growth. It was not until several months after the A. cornigera

became occupied that they began to appear as emergents above the heights of other species of

woody plants.

The tree suckers were Acromia lyiexicana, Inodes mexicana, Ateleia pterocarpa, Coccoloha

schiedeana, Acacia cornigera, Gtiazitma tdmijolta, and Cordia alliodora. The annual and woody
shrubs were Helicteres gttaznmaejolia, Croton glabellus, Pitheccllobittm lanceolatttm, Jatropha

ttrens, Cassia bicapsidaris, Battliinia tingulata, Batthinia tinilateralis, Solaniim torviim, Cordia

fcrniginea, Mimosa albida, Mimosa ptidica, Tabernaemontana alba, and Jaqiiinia pungens. Once
the cattle had been removed, the following vines became common: Passiflora joetida, Rliabda-

demia paltidosa, Stigmapliylliim lindeniantim, and Ipo}>ioca sp. There were a number of

species of grasses and sedges.

These two plots were representative of the second year of the serai progression of which
plot J represented the first year. The land-use pattern, cornfield to fallow and back again to

cornfield, is very common in the Temascal area. These two plots on a soil intergrade zone
between the black soils and red laterites.

At the beginning of the experiment, the A. cornigera were occupied by founding queens

ami an occasional small colony with 20-50 workers. By the end of July 1964, most of the

untreated shoots had developed a young colony in situ with 100-1600 workers in it. In

several cases, there were auxiliary-shoots present as well. At the beginning of the experiment

there were four shoots along the margins of the area that were occupied by Pseudomyrmex
gracilis mexicana. By late July 1964 three of these colonies had been removed by Pseudomyrmex
ferriiginea and one by Pseudomyrmex mgrocincta.

The treatment schedules for the various subplots were as follows:

M-1: Treatment subplot. Natural vegetation, all A. cornigera sprayed with parathion on
28 Oct. and on 6 Dec. Thorns clipped on 20 Apr.

M-2: Control subplot for M-1. As in M-1 but no parathion or thorn clipping.

L-1: Treatment subplot. Natural vegetation, all A. cornigera thorns clipped on 11 Dec.

L-2: Control subplot for L-1. As in L-1 but no thorn clipping.

All of the insects commonly found associated with A. cornigera were very common in this

plot. Diplotaxis denigrata was especially common. Cattle were not allowed free browsing in

the two plots, but Indian horses and burros were occasionally tethered on the acacias. Sigmodon
liispidtis cut a few shoots in these plots during the dry season.

A, D, R
These three rectangular plots were established in the five year old regeneration 50-300 m

south of Seiior Torrealva's house and 100-150 m west of the plots L and M.

Before treatment, these three plots contained a five year old stand of fallow regeneration

after use for a cornfield in 1959. It was lightly grazed and browsed throughout this regenera-

tion. There was a closed canopy of young trees at about 3-4 m above ground level. While this

canopy was interlaced with woody vines, the understory was sufficiently clear to walk through

with ease. It was hoped that the plots would clarify some asjjects of the effects of shading on
A. cornigera. The areas in square meters of the various subplots were as follows: R-1, 800;

R-2, 600; D-1, 120; D-2, 120; D-3, 110; A-1, 225; and A-2, 550.

There were a few large trees remaining from the forest that covered the site before it was
cleared in the late 1940's. The canopy at 3-4 m height cast a very heavy shade during the rainy

season and the plants growing at ground level were either shade tolerant species or ones such

as A. cornigera which occupy open sites and show abnormal growth in heavy shade. The
canopy member or emergent A. cornigera were fully developed shoots that had maintained

their position in the canopy while the regeneration of the vegetation occurred. There were
a few shoots of A. cornigera that developed later and grew up into vacancies in the canopy once
they became occupied; these were usually auxiliary-shoots to canopy members or emergent
queen-shoots.

The large trees were Ateleia pterocarpa, Casearia sylvestris, Attalea cohiine, Tabebuia penta-

phylla, Cecropia obtusijclia, and Querctts sp. The main canopy was made up of Cordia fcrnigi-

nea, Vitex pyramidata, Batihinia tingulata. Acacia cornigera, Guazuma ulmijolia, Helicteres

gtiazumaejolia, Coclilospermtim vitijolium, and Baf^eridesia galeottii. The woody vines were
in the Leguminosae, Asclepiadaceae, Sapindaceae, and Bignoniaceae.
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Two size classes of A. cornigera were present. In plot R the canopy member and emergent
shoots were omitted in the plot consideration because of the impossibility of spraying these
5-9 m tall shoots with the apparatus available. The members of the smaller size class were
those used in the experiments; these plants probably would never have reached maturity unless
the vegetation was cleared. These smaller plants were occupied by founding queens of
Pseiidomyrmex jerruginea, P. nigrocincta and P. gracilis mexicana. There was an occasional
small colony and some of the shoots were occupied as auxiliary-shoots to the canopy member
or emergent shoots. In the other two plots, the stumps of the cut taller shoots were used as
the experimental shoots. The canopies of the taller shoots had colonies of P. jemiginea in them
that ranged from 1,000-15,000 workers.

The treatment schedule for the various subplots was as follows:

R-1: Treatment subplot. Natural vegetation, all A. cornigera below the canopy sprayed
with parathion on 9 Dec. 1963. Site very lightly grazed by cattle throughout the
experiment.

R-2: Control subplot for R-1. As in R-1 except no parathion used.

D-1: Treatment subplot. Natural vegetation, all canopy member or emergent shoots of
A. cornigera cut at 65 cm anil the canopies piled and burned on 10 Dec. Cattle as in

R-1.

D-2: Treatment subplot. As in D-1.
D-3: Control subplot for D-1 and D-2. As in D-1 except that canopies of A. cornigera

left over their stumps.

A-1: Treatment subplot. All vegetation cut on 25 May 1964 and A. cornigera cut at 65
cm. Canopies of A. cornigera plied and burned. Cattle browsed and grazed the area
slightly more heavily than plots R ^nd D.

A-2: Control subplot. As in A-1 except that canopies of A. cornigera left over their stumps.

The spraying in plot R was relativel> ineffective since founding queens moved back into the
shoots and the canopy member and emergent shoots replaced the destroyed auxiliary-units.
However, the low growth rates in these two subplots helped to elucidate the effect of shade
on A. cornigera.

The regeneration in plot D became very complicated because of the close proximity of uncut
shoots to the cut shoots; auxiliary-units from these colonies moved into a number of the new
regeneration from the stumps.

In plot A, the tall shoots around the treatment subplot were removed when the treatment
subplot was established; this prevented movement into the area by auxiliary-units. In the
control subplot the large units moved into new shoots and there was very effective occupation.

All of the insects commonly associated with A. cornigera were seen in plot D and A;
since the emergent and canopy member A. cornigera in plot R were not removed, the canopy
remained intact and the shade dense and this appeared to reduce the numbers of insects found
on A. cornigera. Their damage was however frequently present. Cattle did not browse A.
cornigera except when the tall shoots were cut. Sigwodon hispidits was not seen in the plots
nor were shoots cut by it in the plots.

Data from subplots. When comparing the growth and development of

unoccupied and occupied shoots of Acacia cornigera, the following parame-

ters were recorded in the subplots: mortality, height increment, emergence,

invasion by vines, condition, presence of phytophagous animals, thorn produc-

tion, leaf production, and total biomass production. All of these parameters

were recorded during the study for at least one pair of treatment and control

subplots. The data from these recordings is examined in this section. In the

22 plots containing 50 subplots, the height increments and condition of the

shoots were recorded at intervals of a month or more. The plots were estab-

lished between October 1963 and May 1964. The majority were followed dur-

ing the 1964 dry season and the first two months of the 1964 rainy season. The
data from these plots are examined by comparisons between subplots (Tab.

4-9, 14-21). Since most of the subplots were mapped, and the individual

shoots numbered, and since the presence of workers on the surface of the
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shoot was recorded in each case, it was possible to extract a second set of

height increment and condition data from the subplots. This consists of two

groups of shoots, one of which was unoccupied during the interval between

two recordings, and the other occupied. The data from the groups are exam-

ined by comparisons within the plots taken as a whole (Tab. 10-13, 22-26).

In these comparisons, both the subplot pairs or triplets, and the groups of oc-

cupied and unoccupied shoots are arranged as groups of suckers from stumps

that were cut as part of the experimental program (Tab. 4-6, 10-11, 14-17, 22-

24) and groups of naturally existing shoots (Tab. 7-9, 12-13, 18-21, 25-26).

Height increment. Significance. The height increment is one of many

possible indicators of the amount of growth that has taken place over a period

of time. A. cornigera is a plant of disturbed sites. In order to obtain sufficient

sunlight for growth, it must maintain its position in or above a rapidly rising

canopy.

A positive height increment can only occur when the uppermost shoot tip

is undamaged. A few days to several months are required for a new vertically

lengthening shoot tip to surpass a damaged terminal shoot tip. Therefore,

the height increment is also a function of the amount of time that the shoot

tip remains undamaged. For example, if a shoot has a mean height incre-

ment of 2.5 cm per day for a two month period, it is very unlikely that the

uppermost shoot apex has been damaged by any agent during the two month

period.

Negative height increments occurred on some heavily occupied shoots

during the later portion of the rainy season. In this case, the terminal 30-150

cm of the main axis was not able to support the weight of the swollen-thorns

and became bent. Figure 19b shows a section of such a central axis. Shoots

are also shortened by having the terminal 3-10 cm of the succulent shoot tip

eaten off by insects such as Pelidnota pitnctulata, Coxina hadenoides, and

tettigoniid grasshoppers. Large negative height increments occur on unoccu-

pied shoots, when the cerambycid Onicideres poecila cuts off the shoot, or the

rodent Sigtnodon hispidus eats the shoot. The weight of the flowers and

flowering branches produced on heavily defoliated unoccupied shoots some-

times causes the central axis to bend and thereby shortens the height by a few

centimeters.

Because of the frequently curved or slanted life form of the shoot, the

length of shoots over 100 cm tall is often greater than the height of the shoot.

Suckers from cut stumps in only slightly shaded sites grow vertically without

bending during the first 9-12 months of regeneration. In these cases, the

length rather than the height of the shoot is of importance and is recorded;

this removes the variation associated with the height on the stump at which

the sucker originated.

Even among a group of even-aged shoots on the same site, there is con-

siderable individual variation in height (or length) increment rate. This can
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Table 3. The air temperatures recorded at he Temascal weather station of the

Comicion del Papaloapan, during the period 1 Jul. 1963 through 31 Jul. 1964 (un-

published). All values are reported in degrees C. The three sets of underlined

values represent the location of the cool season.

Jul. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul.

X daily

maxima

(° C) .... 31.4 32.0 30.8 29.2 28.4 24.1 24.2 25.5 29.4 32.2 33.2 31.3 30.4

X daily

minima

(° C) .... 22.7 22.8 22.7 21.4 19.5 16.5 15.7 17.0 19.7 22.0 23.3 22.7 22.7

Days with

maxima 24°

C or less 00003 16 15 93 1010
be readily seen in the high standard deviation values in the tables for height

increment. The major portion of this variation is associated with the activity

of the occupying ant colony (or fraction thereof), the frequency of attack of

the plant by phytophagous animals, the size of the parent root stock, and the

time of year (temperature and rainfall effect on physiological growth rates).

Individual inherent variation in growth rate is present but plays a minor
role compared to the above four factors. It appears that there is little variation

in growth rates of undamaged shoot tips of vertically lengthening branches

on occupied shoots over 100 cm tall at a given time of year.

Subplot length increment records for suckers and stumps. In table 4, the

length increments are recorded for nine plots that contained 24 subplots. The
shoots were all suckers regenerating from stumps cut as part of the experi-

mental program. The length increment is that which accrued during the first

part of the 1964 rainy season. They were cut before the cool season in 1963

(plots H, I, F, G, and E), during the cool season 1963-1964 (plots D and C),

or during the 1964 dry season (plots A and B). Parathion was used only

during October and/or November in the treatment subplots H and I. Thorn
clipping was used in treatment suplots H-1 and C-1 to insure unoccupied

shoots. The original removal of the canopies was the only treatment used in

subplots 1-2, G-1, E-1, E-2, C-2, B-1, and A-1.

Of the 17 treatment-control contrasts between subplots in table 4, 11 of the

pairs have a highly significant difference in mean height increment, one is

significantly different, and live arc not significantly different. On each of the

comparisons, significant Z values pertain to higher increment values in the

control subplot. High negative Z values are the result of the same factors

responsible for negative Z values that are not significant at either the 5 or 1



Table 4. The length increment data for suckers from stumps treated as subplots.

The majority of the days in the time intervals occur in the 1964 rainy season. In

the "ants removed by" column, R=removal of the colony, P=spraying with para-

thion, T^clipping the thorns, and C=control subplot. Where more than one treat-

ment was used, the order of the letters indicates the order of treatment. The frac-

tion in the "Begin" and "End" column has as its numerator the number of

occupied shoots in the subplot and as its denominator the total number of shoots

in the subplot. The plots in Tables 4 through 28 were recorded during daylight

hours, "Begin" signifies the count at the beginning of the time interval and

"End" signifies that at the end of the interval. The X,, and s.d.„ columns contain

the mean length, and its standard deviation, of the shoots in the subplots at the

beginning of the interval. The Xine and s.d.inc columns contain the mean length

increment and its standard deviation over the time interval. The Z values are

computed between the mean growth increments in the treatment and control

subplots. Significant Z values are indicated by an asterisk, and highly significant

Z values are indicated by a double asterisk. Large negative Z values are not

asterisked for reasons explained in the text.
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Table 5. As in Table 4 except that the majority of the days in the time intervals

occur in the dry season.
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In table 5, the length increments are recorded for eight of the nine plots

in table 4. The length increment was for the most part that which accrued

during the 1964 dry season. Of the 16 treatment-control contrasts, six of the

pairs have a highly significant difference in mean height increment, two

were found to be significantly different, and eight were not significantly dif-

ferent. The low Z values obtained in the contrasts in plot F and I were asso-

ciated with the presence of 1) lightly occupied shoots in the control subplots,

2) occupied shoots in the treatment subplots, 3) apparently lowered replace-

ment rates of the shoot tips destroyed by Coxina hadenoides (due to the dry

season), and 4) dead shoots in the control subplots. The low Z values ob-

tained in the eight contrasts that did not show significant differences were

associated with the same factors, but the presence of occupied shoots in treat-

ment subplots, and the lowered rate of shoot tip replacement by all shoots,

contributed the most to the reduction of differences between the control and

treatment subplots.

In table 6, the length increments are recorded for 7 of the nine plots dis-

cussed in table 4. The length increment was for the most part that which

accrued during the cool season, and the period associated with the end of the

1963 rainy season and the beginning of the 1963-1964 dry season. The 24

contrasts must be divided into two groups. The majority (18) are con-

trasts of treatment subplots with control subplots in the same manner as

presented in tables 4 and 5; they are possible because individual records were

kept for each shoot. Four of these contrasts have highly significant differ-

ences in mean length increment, one has a significant difference, and 13 do

not show significant differences. In the case of the other six contrasts, the

individual length increment can not be associated with the individual shoot.

The mean lengths of the shoots in the subplots can be contrasted at the start

of the interval and at the end of the interval. Four of these pairs of contrasts

(plot H) have highly significant differences both at the beginning and end of

the interval, and show increases in the Z value over the interval. The differ-

ences in mean length increment among the subplots in plot H appear great

enoufih during the period 19 Nov.-26 Dec, so that significandy different

length increments probably occurred. During the period 26 Dec.-U Mar., it

is doubtful that significantly different length increments occurred. In the

contrast of subplot I-l with 1-3, the Z value changed from a negative number

to a significant value over the time interval. In the contrast of subplot 1-2

and 1-3, the negative Z value increased in magnitude during the time interval;

this was associated with the presence of occupied shoots in treatment subplot

1-2 and unoccupied shoots in control subplot 1-3. Therefore, table 6 presents

six highly significant contrasts, two significant contrasts, and 16 contrasts of

means that are not significantly different.

During the rainy season, a higher frequency of significant Z values among

the subplot contrasts was recorded than during the dry or cool season (Tab.



Table 6. As in Table 4 except that the majority ot the days in the time intervals

occur in the cool season or betore. Where two Z values are given on a single line,

the first represents a comparison of the shoot lengths at the beginning oi the in-

terval and the second, the shoot lengths at the end ot the interval. This was neces-

sary because the earlier records were not kept on an individual plant basis and
thus a standard deviation for the increment could not be calculated.



Interaction of the Bull's-iiokn Acacia with an Ant Inhabitant 499

14). This was due to several major factors. The treatment subplots in plots

A and B were established in such a manner that only a low incidence of

shoots remained occupied in spite of the treatments. Occupied shoots in all

control subplots had sufficient water and insolation for high growth rates,

which thereby accentuated the dififerences between them and the unoccupied

shoots in the treatment subplots. Phytophagous insects were much more

abundant during the rainy season than during any part of the preceding nine

months, and their damage to the unoccupied shoots was much more severe.

In the control subplots, a number of the colonies moved out into nearby shoots

to establish auxiliary-units, and thereby occupied a number of shoots that

were unoccupied or lightly occupied during part or all of the preceding nine

months. This also increased the variation within the treatment subplots be-

cause the ants sometimes moved into the treatment subplots. In all of the

treatment subplots except B-1 and A-1, many of the stumps that had been

unoccupied for 4-9 months were dead and had no height increment during

the rainy season. They produced a negative increment when they died.

During the dry season, cool season, and period before the cool season, the

lower frequency of significant Z values among the subplots was for the most

part associated with 1) lowered potential replacement rates of shoot tips, 2)

lowered incidence of phytophagous insects, 3) less thorough and intensive

occupation of auxiliary-shoots in the control subplots, 4) the dominant role of

Coxina hadenoides as a defoliator that is relatively insensitive to attack by

Pseiidomyrmex jerruginea, 5) the ability of severely defoliated unoccupied

suckers, and associated stumps, to live for 1-6 months and continue to produce

occasional new shoots, and 6) the lack of shade from the surrounding leafless

vegetation in the dry season so that slow growing shoots were not shaded.

With the exception of the period 26 Dec.-U Mar. (for the most part dur-

ing the cool season), plot H showed the highest and most consistent Z

values throughout the year. If plot A and B had been established at the same

time as plot H, it is very likely that they would have shown the same high Z

values. Two plots, C and D never showed significant differences in mean

length increment when treated as entire subplots. This was associated most

strongly with the small sample size and presence of large numbers of occu-

pied shoots in the treatment subplots, and unoccupied shoots in the control

subplots.

Subplot height increment records for existing shoots. In table 7, the

height increments are recorded for 13 plots which contain 26 subplots. The

shoots are all shoots that were in existence before the beginning of the experi-

ment. The height increment is that accrued for the most part during the

rainy season; plots U and V showed little height increment during the cool

and dry seasons. In the treatment subplots in plots K, Q, L, and P, thorn

clipping was used to remove the ant colony. In plots R, T, U, and V, para-

thion was used to remove the ant colonies and no applications were made



500 The University Science Bulletin

after 9 Dec. 1963. In the remaining plots (J, M, N, and O), the fall spray

applications were followed during the cool or dry season by thorn clipping to

remove the colonies that had reinvaded the thorns.

Of the 13 treatment-control subplot contrasts presented in table 7, 11 are

based on mapped subplots in which individual records were kept. Of these

11, seven have a highly significant difference in mean height increment, three

have a positive but not significant Z value, and only one has a negative Z
value but again not significant. In one unmapped plot (K), the Z value

changed from a negative value to a highly significant value which indicates

that there was a significant difTerence between the mean height increments

over the interval. In the other unmapped plot (V) the highly significant Z
value changed from 4.207** to 6.087** over the 10 month interval which indi-

cates a possible significant height increment during this period.

Since only three shoots in subplot J-2 were occupied by the end of the

rainy season, the low Z value from the contrast of J-1 with J-2 was expected.

The shoots in plot R were heavily shaded and the treatment and control sub-

plots contained nearly equal numbers of occupied shoots. A very large por-

tion of the shoots in the treatment subplots T-1 and U-1 were reoccupied by

auxiliary-units from outside of the subplots by beginning of the rainy season

so that these treatment and control subplots constitute a poor contrast of un-

occupied and occupied subplots. While six of the time intervals for the 13

contrasts include all or a portion of the dry season, the major portion of the

growth in all of the plots in table 7 took place during the 1964 rainy season.

In table 8, the height increments are recorded for 11 of the 13 plots in

table 7. These 11 plots contained 22 subplots. Of the seven mapped plots, two

have a highly significant difference in mean height increment. The shoots

in plot J were unoccupied during the interval. In plot M the growth of the

treatment subplot was not inhibited due to a lack of phytophagous insects

during the dry season, and the presence of small unanticipated colonies of P.

jerruginea that had developed in situ before the thorns were clipped. In plot

Q, the greater height increment in the treatment subplot was associated with

the production of flowering branches and the lack of defoliating insects. The
situation in plot R was the same as during the rainy season; there was shading

and a high number of occupied shoots in the treatment subplot.

Of the four unmapped plots, K and O showed changes in Z values over

the interval which indicate a significant difference in mean height increment

between the treatment and control subplots. The lack of an indication of a

significant difTerence in the mean height increment between the treatment

and control subplots in plot N was associated with the usual agents that tend

to equalize height increment rates in treatment and control subplots during

the 8 months preceding the rainy season. The considerable decrease in the Z
value for plot P from the beginning to the end of the interval was strongly
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Table 7. As in Table 4 (rainy season) except that the values are height, and

height increment instead of length and length increment. This is because these

values are for the existing shoots, rather than for suckers from stumps cut during

the treatment schedule.
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Table 8. As in Table 5 (dry season) except for the changes necessary to account
for the fact that these are existing shoots rather than suckers from experimentally

cut stumps.
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Table 9. As in Table 6 (cool season) except for the changes necessary to account

for the fact that these are existing shoots rather than suckers from experimentally

cut stumps.
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colony to develop in situ, abandonment of the shoot by the colony during the

dry season, or destruction of the queen-unit in the neighboring treatment plot.

The samples of occupied shoots used in tables 10-13 were recorded as occu-

pied or unoccupied consistently at each recording, from the earliest date

listed for the particular plot, until the last date for the particular plot. For

example, for a shoot to be used in any of the length increment means for

plot G, it must have been recorded as occupied or unoccupied on 28 Oct., 29

Nov., 6 Jan., 24 Apr., and 6 Jul. For any given plot, as many intervals are

presented in tables 10-13 as allows a reasonably large sample size; the more

intervals, the fewer consistently occupied or unoccupied shoots that can be

[xjoled from a single plot. The results based on this segregation of samples

by ant presence or absence are presented under the following subtitles. They
are also tabulated in table 14.

1. Length increment of suckers. Table 10 contains the length increment

data for nine plots and 10 intervals during the 1964 rainy season. In the 10

contrasts between the mean length increments of occupied and unoccupied

shoots, all of the Z values are highly significant. The 10 intervals yielded 329

length increments for occupied shoots and 433 length increments for unoccu-

pied shoots. There is a total increase of 31,566 cm for the 329 occupied incre-

ments and a total increase of 1,487 cm for the 433 unoccupied increments.

The maximum daily mean length increment was 2.079 cm and was recorded

in plot I for 36 occupied shoots over 57 days. This value is very close to that

of 2.50 cm per day that was recorded for nine occupied shoots from 10-28

Jul.; these nine shoots were known to be undamaged over the interval. The
minimum daily mean length increment of -0.026 cm was also recorded in

plot I; it was for 50 unoccupied shoots over a 57 day period.

In Table 10, the high increment rates of occupied shoots, in contrast to the

low increment rates of unoccupied shoots, were definitely correlated with the

lack of insect damage and shading of the shoot tips, both before and during

the interval. The low increment rates were definitely correlated with shad-

ing and severe insect defoliation of the unoccupied shoots, both before and

during the interval. Many of the shoots that had been unoccupied for two

or more months were dead.

Table 11 contains the length increment data for seven plots and 10 inter-

vals during the nine months preceding the 1964 rainy season. Of the 10 con-

trasts, nine of the Z values are highly significant. The 10 intervals yield 261

length increments for occupied shoots and 379 length increments for unoccu-

pied shoots. There is a total increase of 10,211 cm for the 261 occupied incre-

ments and a total increase of 1,880 cm for the 379 unoccupied increments.

The maximum mean daily length increment of 1.54 cm was recorded in plot

E for 21 occupied shoots over 79 days. The minimum daily length increment

of -0.0146 cm was recorded in plot F for 26 unoccupied shoots over a 91 day
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Table 10. Length increment data for suckers from stumps, treated as occupied

and unoccupied groups rather than by subplots as in Table 4. Time interval

during the rainy season. Terminology as in Table 4.
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Table 11. As in table 10 (rainy season) except time interval during the dry

season.
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ular season, the differences between the hicrement rates of occupied and un-

occupied shoots are due to the relatively severe insect damage to unoccupied

shoots, and the inability of unoccupied shoots to maintain an emergent posi-

tion in the general vegetation canopy.

2. Height increments of existing shoots. Table 12 contains the height in-

crement data for occupied and unoccupied shoots for seven plots and seven

intervals during the 1964 rainy season. In all of the seven contrasts, the Z
values are highly significant. The seven intervals yielded 413 height incre-

ments for the occupied shoots and 716 height increments for the unoccupied

shoots. There was a total increase of 3<S,056 cm for the 413 occupied incre-

ments and —1,324 cm for the 716 unoccupied increments. The maximum
daily mean height increment was 1.5S cm and was recorded in plots N and O
combined for 95 occupied shoots over a period of 119 days. The minimum
daily mean height increment was —0.26 cm and was recorded in plot R for

57 unoccupied shoots over a period of 59 days.

The variation in height increment of occupied shoots between plots, dur-

ing the rainy season, was primarily due to local differences in abundance of

those phytophagous insects that can feed in the presence of P. jerruginea.

Table 13 contains the height increment data for occupied and unoccupied

shoots in four plots and four intervals during the 1964 dry season. In three of

the four contrasts, the Z values are highly significant. The fourth contrast

(Q) does not have a significant Z value. The four intervals yielded 267 height

increments for the occupied shoots and 466 height increments for the unoccu-

pied shoots. There was a total increase of 3,634 cm for the 267 occupied

shoot increments and 1,621 cm for the 466 unoccupied shoot increments. The

maximum mean daily height increment was 0.29 cm and was recorded in

plot M for 44 shoots over a period of 128 days. The minimum daily mean

height increment was —0.05 cm and was recorded in plot S for 181 shoots

over a period of 114 days.

The variation in height increment of occupied shoots during the dry sea-

son was primarily due to local differences in abundance of Coxina hadenoides

(Q), and increasing dry season dormancy with increasing age of the shoot

(S). In addition to the above two major factors, the variation in height incre-

ment of unoccupied shoots during the dry season was due to the production of

short vertical flowering branches (Q and P) and cutting of the shorter

shoots by Sigmodon hispidiis (S).

Discussion. It is evident from the data presented in tables 4-13 that the

presence of the workers of a colony of Pseudomynnex jerruginea on a shoot

of Acacia cornigera has an effect on the length increment of the shoot (Fig.

53-59). That the presence or absence of this effect, and its magnitude, varies

with the time of year and the size of the shoot, can be clearly seen in table

14. The time of year affects the abundance of phytophagous insects, the

physiological growth rates of the shoot, and the shading effects of the sur-
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Table 12. Height increment data for existing shoots treated as occupied and
unoccupied groups rather than by subplots as in Table 7. Time interval during

the rainy season.
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Fig. 53 (left). A 65 cm tall cut stump of Acaaa cornigera in control subplot H-3. The

regenerating branches arc occupied by P. jentigitiea and the stump has been cut for about 35

days. There are three number 4 shoot tips on the stump. This is a representative shoot. Photo

late November 1963.

Fig. 54 (right). Two 65 cm tall cut stumps of Acacia cornigera in treatment subplot H-1.

The regenerating branches are unoccupied antl the stumps have been cut for about 35 days.

This stump would receive a rating of 1.5 because it is still alive. The unoccupied foliage was

eaten by adult tettigoniitl grasshoppers. These are representative shoots. Photo same ilate as

in Fig. 53.

rounding vegetation. In those places where Sigmodon hispidits was present,

the season influenced the amount of damage done by this rodent since it fed

on Acacia cornigera for the most part only during the dry season. The size

of the shoot affected its ability to withstand both insect and rodent damage.

The size of the shoot also affected its responsiveness to changes in weather

(e.g., from the dry season to the rainy season) which in turn affected the ants'

opportunity to influence the shoots' height increment.

The lower Z values in the subplot contrasts were for the most part associ-

ated with the presence of unoccupied shoots in the control subplots, and of

occupied shoots in the treatment subplots. These shoots were present because

of the gradual reinvasion of the shoots in the treatment subplots by large colo-

nies, the development of colonies in situ in the treatment subplots, and the

partial or total abandonment of auxiliary-shoots in the control subplots during

the cool and dry seasons. When groups of consistently occupied or unoccu-
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I !(.. J J. A n,|iie>cniaU\c suLkcr sliouL iiomi a cLR siiiiii|: ol AcMui (unni^cia 111 control sub-

plot H-3. The shoot is occupied and has a number lour slioot tip. The stump was cut on
17 Oct. 1963. Photo 21 Dec. 1963. This is the same stump as the one in Fig. 57.
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Fig. 56. Three stumps ot Acacia cornigcia in treatment subplot 1-2. The two shoots on the

left were reinvaded by auxiliary-units from shoots outside of the plot. The shoots on the right

remained unoccupied until the photograph was taken. Shortly after this photograph, it became

occupied by a unit from the shoots on the left; by July 1964 it was over 200 cm tall. Most

of the unoccupied shoots in plot I continued to look like the one on the right throughout the

entire experiment. Photo early January 1964.
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Fig. 57 (kit). The same shoot as the one shown in Fig. 55. A hea\ il_\ occupied shoot in

control subplot H-3, it was 305 cm tall at the time the photograph was taken. Note the

slender pole-like life form, despite the fact that the surrouniling vegetation was only about 70
cm tall. This shoot is representative of most shoots in control subplot H-1, 1-3, E-3, and F-2, al-

though many were more spreading as in Figure 58. The stump was cut on 17 Oct. 1963. Photo
5 Aug. 1964.

Fig. 58 (right). .^ heavily occupied shoot in control subplot E-3. The shoot was 365 cm tall

when the photograph was taken on 6 Aug. 1964. This shoot is representative of occupied
shoots regenerating from large stumps in the control subplots. This shoot was cut on 18

Nov. 1963.
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Fig. 59. A representative unoccupieti shoot in treatment subplot E-3. The stump is the

same size as the stumps of the shoots in Fig. 57 and 58. This shoot would be rated as a

number 2.5. All damage is phytophagous insect damage. It is representative of the unoccupied

shoots in treatment subplots H-1, H-2, C-1, C-2, E-1, E-2, F-1, G-1, G-2, I-l, and 1-2. The

stump was cut on 18 Nov. 1963. Photo 6 Aug. 1964.



514 The University Science Bulletin

Table 14. The distribution of significant Z values among contrasts of length or

height increment of Acacia cornigera made at different times of the year. Note
that the highest frequencies of Z values are associated with recordings made
during the rainy season of subplots, or groups, of suckers from stumps. Those
contrasts where the standard deviation of the increment was not available are

omitted from this table.
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are representative of those throughout the study area, provided that the shoots

are of comparable size and growing in similar plant communities.

Condition of the shoot. Significance. The mean condition of the shoots in

a subplot, or in a group of occupied or unoccupied shoots, is a measure of the

amount of growth that is taking place at the time. For the shoot to produce

new leaves and branches, it has to maintain undamaged shoot tips for a cer-

tain period. Even when the shoot tips are damaged, and few new leaves are

being produced (during the cool and dry seasons), the condition is a measure

of the amount of damage sustained by the mature leaves and branches. In

treatment subplots, and among groups of unoccupied shoots, the condition of

the shoots serves as a relatively instantaneous measure of the activity of insects

that feed on A. cornigera. Since condition records do not cover an interval,

they can be more readily segregated into those that are recorded during the

various seasons. In control plots and groups of occupied shoots, condition

records serve as a measure of the degree of occupation of the shoots, and of

the density of insects that are relatively unaffected by the presence of P. jer-

ntginea. The condition of the shoots is also a cumulative measure of the

impact of phytophagous insects on the shoots. It often takes a month or more

for a shoot to be sufficiently damaged to receive a condition rating below 3.

Height increment and condition are not independent variables. Height

increment is a cumulative function of the condition of the uppermost shoot

tip of the shoot over an interval of time. However, the condition of the upper-

most shoot tip has a major influence only on the value of the condition rating

for values 3, 3.5, and 4. The rating of a shoot could decrease from 3-1 without

a change in shoot height. When the shoot is dying, and the condition rating

falls below 2, a negative height increment is often recorded because of the loss

of branches.

The condition of the unoccupied shoots on a site is often a very sensitive

indicator of rapid changes in the density of phytophagous insects that attack

A. cornigera. It was often the case in Oct. and Nov. 1963 that within five

days after removing the ant colony from a shoot with parathion, the previ-

ously undamaged shoot tips were all eaten by Coleoptera, Orthoptera, and/or

Lepidoptera. At the relatively sudden onset of the cool season about 1 Dec.

1963, there was a sharp reduction in the number of intact shoot tips on shoots

that were occupied during the day. At night the temperatures were so low

that the shoots were unoccupied, and adult tettigoniid grasshoppers and the

larvae of Coxina hadenoides fed unhindered on the shoot tips. When the

first rains fell at the beginning of the 1964 rainy season (20-23 May) there was

a sudden hatch of Diplotaxis denigrata. These nocturnal feeders destroyed

almost every previously intact shoot tip on unoccupied shoots in plots L and

M within three days.

Subplot records of condition for suckers from stumps. The condition

records for nine plots and 17 sets of independent recordings from sucker
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growth during the rainy season are given in table 15. There are 28 possible

contrasts between control and treatment subplots. Of these 28 contrasts, 17

have a highly significant value, four have a significant Z value, and seven do

not have a significant Z value. The low value in plot B on 17 June was most

strongly associated with a very high density of Coxina hadenoides which low-

ered the condition value for the control subplot, and a low density of those

insects which feed on unoccupied Acacia cornigera. This latter factor was

apparently associated with the relatively barren aspect of the plant commu-
nity in plot B. In plot D and F, the low Z values were associated with high

numbers of occupied shoots in the treatment subplots. The negative values in

plot C were associated with the fact that by the beginning of the rainy season

almost every unoccupied shoot in control subplot C-3 was dead or nearly dead

and thus had a condition rating of 0-1.

The condition records for six plots and seven sets of independent recordings

during the dry season are given in table 14. There are 13 possible contrasts

and of these, seven have a highly significant Z value, one has a significant Z
value, and five do not have a significant Z value. The low Z values in all con-

trasts in table 16 are primarily associated with the general lack of insects that

feed on unoccupied shoots of A. cornigera during the dry season. In plot F
and G, the situation was further complicated by the presence of occupied

shoots in the control subplots. Plot C is particularly instructive. The shoots

were cut on 5 Jan. 1964 and the canopies removed from the stumps in the

control as well as in the treatment subplot. The canopies were not placed on

the stumps in the control subplot until 14 Mar. 1964. Therefore, the control

subplot was essentially unoccupied during the period preceding the record of

condition on 14 Mar.

The condition records for four plots and four sets of independent record-

ings during the cool season are given in table 17. There are seven possible con-

trasts and of these, four have a highly significant Z value while three do not

have significant Z values. The three low Z values are associated with the

presence of occupied shoots in treatment plots and a reduction of phytopha-

gous insect density during the cool season. Plot I shows the effect of previous

occupation on condition values. Nearly all of the occupied shoots in control

subplot 1-3 were occupied as small auxiliary-units. When the weather turned

cold about 1 Dec, most of them were merged with the queen-unit and this

left only three occupied shoots out of 39. Since the weather was cold there

was little damage that occurred immediately to the vacated shoots. The
shoots in the two treatment subplots had low condition values because of the

cumulative effect of a month of insect damage in November.

The condition records of three plots and three sets of independent record-

ings during the end of the rainy season and shortly before the cool season are

given in table 18. Of the five possible contrasts between control and treatment

subplots, one has a highly significant Z value, one has a significant Z value,



Table 15. The condition values of the sucker shoots for which length increments

were recorded and treated by subplots (Table 4-6). All recordings made during
the rainy season.
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Table 16. As in Table 15 (rainy season) except that the recordings were made
during the dry season.
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Table 18. As in Table 15 (rainy season) except that recordings made during the

late end of the 1963 rainy season immediately before the cool season.
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Table 19. The condition values of the existing shoots for which height incre-

ments were recorded and treated by subplots (Table 7-9). All recordings made
during the rainy season.



Interaction of the Bull's-horn Acacia with an Ant Inhabitant 521

Table 20. As in Table 19 (rainy season) except that recordings made during the

dry season.



522 The University Science Bulletin

Table 21. As in Table 19 (rainy season) except that recordings made during the

cool season.
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Table 22. As in Table 19 (rainy season) except that recordings made before the

cool season (in the end of the 1963 rainy season).
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Table 23. The condition values of the sucker shoots for which length increments

were recorded and contrasted as groups of occupied and unoccupied shoots (Tables

10-11). All recordings made during the rainy season.
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Table 24. As in Table 23 (rainy season) except that recordings made during
the dry season.
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Table 26. The condition values of the existing shoots for which height increments

were recorded and treated by groups of occupied and unoccupied shoots (Tables

12-13). All recordings made during the rainy season.

Plot
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Table 28. The distribution of significant Z values among contrasts of condition

values of Acacia corntgera made at different times of the year. Note that the

highest frequencies of Z values are associated with recordings made during the

rainy season of subplots, or groups, of suckers from stumps.

Number Number
Time Number highly Number not Type
of of significant significant significant of

Table year contrasts contrasts contrasts contrasts shoots

(treated as

subplots)

15 rainy 28 17 4 7 suckers

16 dry 13 7 1 5 suckers

17 cool 7 4 3 suckers

18 rainy 1963 5 1 1 3 suckers

19 rainy 16 11 5 existing

20 dry 8 3 5 existing

21 cool 13 1 12 existing

22 rainy 1963 2 2 existing

23
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Table 29. Mortality of occupied and unoccupied stumps and their suckers of
Acacia cornigera in plots H, I and E during 1963-1964. These data are grouped
by subplots and this is associated with the high mortality shown in control sub-
plot I-l before the 1964 rainy season began; those stumps which died in I-l were

almost all unoccupied.
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plots appeared to be associated entirely with the cumuhitive effect of contin-

uous insect damage to the inner bark and fohage. In all three plots, every

stump produced at least one new branch and usually many more before it

died. The larvae of Chrysobothris sp., near C. multistigmosa were found in

nearly every dead stump during the August recordings.

It was often the case that a newly cut stump produced a cluster of 5-15 new

branches within six weeks after being cut. If the shoot is occupied, one of

these usually becomes the main axis of the shoot and grows rapidly upward.

If the shoot is unoccupied, the shoot tips of these branches are usually eaten

within a few days to a week after their appearance. The stump continues to

produce new shoots but at a rapidly decreasing rate and within several months

becomes nearly dormant. From this stage, it is killed after a variable number

of months by the internal girdling activity of Chrysobothris sp., near C. multi-

stigmosa. However, in plot B there was a cluster of five unoccupied stumps

in the relatively dormant stage following defoliation, which became occupied

by a large colony from a large cut shoot in May. By August, these stumps

had main sucker shoots 50-85 cm in length. It appears that occupied stumps

with vigorous suckers are not always killed by the larvae of Chrysobothris sp.,

near C. multistigmosa, since these five stumps had been infested.

The data presented in table 29 for three plots can be considered as repre-

sentative of the fate of occupied and unoccupied stumps. However, shoots

from which the ant colonies are removed by clipping the thorns or spraying,

still have their crop of mature leaves and therefore are more slow to die; these

leaves are only slowly removed by phytophagous insects. In addition, the

ability of an unoccupied shoot to continue to produce new shoot tips, even

when they are being rapidly destroyed, appears to be stronger among exist-

ing shoots than among suckers from stumps. For example, between 3 Apr.

and 29 Jul., the 81 unoccupied shoots in treatment subplot N-1 produced 328

new vertically lengthening branches which could have become central axes.

Every one of them had its shoot tip eaten ofT before it was more than 25 cm

long. It is very unlikely that any equal sized group of cut stumps that had

been unoccupied for the length of time that those in N-1 were (116 days),

would have produced anywhere near this number of new shoots. It should

be noted that while occupied suckers from stumps tend to grow almost con-

tinuously for the first six months to a year after the stumps are cut, existing

shoots often respond to the cool and dry season by not producing new growth.

Therefore, new growth is not present to be destroyed by phytophagous in-

sects if the shoot is abandoned by an auxiliary-unit.

One aspect of the mortality of existing shoots is due to the feeding be-

havior of the rodent Sigmodon hispidus. In no case was an occupied shoot

found that had been cut and fed on by S. hispidus; during the later part of the

dry season, it was a relatively common case to find a deep notch cut by this

rodent in the trunk of an occupied shoot a few cm above the ground. While
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workers of P. ferruginea were never observed to turn one of these rodents

away, it appears that this is what occurred. S. hispidus only cuts shoots of a

basal diameter of about 1.5 cm or less. Thus, it confined its activity to the

small unoccupied shoots; these shoots were usually below the canopy of the

general vegetation. Once a shoot became occupied and began vigorous

growth, its basal diameter became so great that S. hispidus generally did not

try to cut it even if it was unoccupied. Occasionally, S. hispidus climbed into

the canopy of 1.5-2 m tall unoccupied shoots and cut ofT the short new
branches which were then eaten on the ground. The damage of the rodent to

unoccupied shoots became increasingly severe as the dry season progressed

but stopped almost entirely after the first rains caused new growth among
other plants.

In plots such as P and S, S. hispidus was responsible for the removal of

better than 50 per cent of the short unoccupied shoots during the dry season.

New shoots often grew from these stumps when the rains started or shortly

before, but they were so heavily shaded that they had almost no height incre-

ment. These shoots were also heavily damaged by the insects which com-

monly fed on unoccupied A. cornigera. It should be re-emphasized that al-

though S. hispidus was the only common rodent in the area of the rodent

damage, an individual was never collected while feeding on A. cornigera,

though three were seen while feeding on it. The damage described above may
have been caused by some other species of rodent which is very similar to S.

hispidus in appearance. However, specimens of S. hispidus fed rapidly on A.

cornigera in the laboratory.

There was no evidence of direct biotic mortality factors of A. cornigera in

natural disturbance sites that were absent in man-made disturbance sites. The
opposite situation was also the case. However, the density of an animal such

as S. hispidus was definitely higher in man-made disturbance sites than in any

natural disturbance sites in the area between Temascal and La Granja.

Leaf production by A. cornigera. The number of leaves on a shoot of A.

cornigera is a function of how many are produced and how many are re-

moved. Unoccupied suckers from stumps and existing shoots produce fewer

leaves and have more removed by phytophagous animals than do occupied

shoots. They produce fewer leaves because the continual defoliation of the

shoot weakens it. The phytophagous animals in the experimental plots were

insects and occasionally the rodent Sigmodon hispidus. In those plots, and at

those times when cattle were present, their direct defoliating activity was al-

most nonexistent. This latter statement applies to both unoccupied and occu-

pied shoots. A leaf had to be at least one-half intact to be counted in the fol-

lowing four examples recorded in July and August 1964.

(1) On 29 Jul. the 81 unoccupied shoots in treatment subplot N-1 had a

mean number of 88.59 leaves per shoot (s.d.=45.4 leaves). On the same date,

the 69 occupied shoots in control subplot N-2 and 0-2 had a mean number of
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183.23 leaves per shoot (s.d.=245.3 leaves). However, control subplot N-2 con-

tained one exceptional shoot with 2,000 leaves on it. If this shoot is excluded,

then the mean number per occupied shoot becomes 156.51 leaves (s.d.=105.3

leaves). A Z test of the mean of 68.59 contrasted with 156.51 yields a highly

significant Z value (8.108). The high s.d. of the number of leaves on the occu-

pied shoots was in great part associated with the presence of six shoots which

had just recently had their leaf crop eaten off by the larvae of Syssphinx mexi-

cana. Virtually all of the leaves counted in the above subplots were produced

by the shoots after 31 Dec. Most of them were produced after 1 May. In the

treatment subplots, nearly all of them were from the axils of swollen thorns

produced when the shoots were occupied in 1963. In the control subplots, most

of the leaves were borne on new swollen thorns on lateral branches produced

in 1964.

(2) The stumps in plot A were cut on 25 May 1964. By Aug. 1964 the 42

unoccupied shoots in treatment subplot A-1 had produced 1,458 leaves and

1,016 swollen thorns. The 29 occupied shoots in control subplot A-2 had pro-

duced 4,818 leaves and 3,774 swollen thorns. Less than 10 per cent of the

leaves and swollen thorns on the unoccupied shoots were produced after 1

July; at least 50 per cent of the leaves and swollen thorns on the occupied

shoots were produced after 1 July.

(3) The stumps in plot H were cut on 17 Oct. 1963. By 5 Aug. 1964, the

66 shoots in treatment subplot H-2 had produced 3,460 leaves and 2,596 swol-

len thorns. The 72 shoots in control subplot H-3 had produced 7,785 leaves and

7,483 swollen thorns. The high number of leaves produced in the treatment

subplot H-2 was in part associated with the presence of 30 new colonies which

had developed in situ, and which occupied the shoots during the month of

July. It was also associated with some growth that occurred during the last

month of the dry season when there were almost no active phytophagous in-

sects in the plant community.

(4) The stumps in plot D were cut on 10 Dec. 1963. Due to the proximity

of uncut shoots with large colonies of P. jerruginea, a number of the shoots in

the treatment subplots became occupied. Because of this, the shoots were seg-

regated in the recording and the leaves were counted as 1) those on occupied

shoots and 2) those on unoccupied shoots when the final recording was made

on 28 Jul. 1964. The 14 unoccupied shoots had produced a total of 321 leaves

and 128 swollen thorns. The 26 occupied shoots had produced a total of 2,391

leaves and 1,578 thorns. In comparing the leaf and swollen thorn production

in this plot with that in plot B the effect of the dry season, even on stumps,

can be seen. The plants in plot D were nearly six months older than those in

plot A but plot D still had a lower mean number of leaves and swollen thorns

per shoot. Most of the six month lead was during the dry season. This effect

is also in part due to the fact that the shoots in plot D were partially shaded

while those in plot A were receiving full sunlight.
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On the basis of the above 4 examples, it is clear that a colony of P. jerrii-

ginea has a definite eflfect on the number of leaves borne by a shoot of A.
corntgera. In addition, the colony has a much better opportunity for growth
on an occupied shoot, than on an unoccupied shoot. On an occupied shoot,

it has both more living space and more food available to it since each new leaf

means a new crop of Beltian bodies, another source of nectar, and often a new
swollen thorn.

Biomass production of A. cornigera. In the plots with sucker regeneration

from cut stumps, it was possible to harvest the crop of shoots and weigh them.
An insignificant error was introduced by the weight of the ants living in the
thorns. The shoots were weighed within 24 hours after being cut; the shoots
from the various groups within a plot were all weighed after the same time
interval. The original stumps were not weighed. The following five exam-
ples of biomass production by occupied and unoccupied shoots are representa-
tive of that which occurred throughout the experimental plots.

(1) The stumps in plot A were cut on 25 May. By 13 Aug., the 42 shoots
in treatment subplot A-1 weighed 850 gm; the 29 shoots in the control subplot
A-2 weighed 7,750 gm. (2) The stumps in plot B were cut on 29 Apr. By
7 Aug., the 36 unoccupied shoots weighed 450 gm; the 64 occupied shoots
weighed 43,650 gm. (3) The stumps in plot D were cut on 10 Dec. 1963. By
28 Jul. the 14 unoccupied shoots weighed 365 gm; the 26 occupied shoots

weighed 4,810 gm. (4) The stumps in plot E were cut on 26 Nov. 1963. By
7 Aug. the 29 shoots in treatment subplot E-1 weighed 3,690 gm., the 24
shoots in treatment subplot E-2 weighed 11,240 gm., and the 21 shoots in con-
trol subplot E-3 weighed 31,212 gm. (5) The stumps in plot H were cut on
17 Oct. 1963. By 5 Aug. the 66 shoots in treatment subplot H-2 weighed 2,900

gm; the 72 shoots in control subplot H-3 weighed 41,750 gm (weights
for treatment subplot H-1 were not recorded because the thorns had been
clipped).

Comparisons of the weight of occupied shoots with unoccupied shoots

show stronger differences than comparisons of the number of leaves or swol-
len thorns. This is due for the most part to several factors. The leaves on
occupied shoots are usually large and completely intact in contrast to the
leaves on unoccupied shoots which are usually smaller and damaged to some
degree. The thorns produced by occupied shoots are fully developed while
the thorns on unoccupied shoots are often partly eaten while still green. The
leaves on occupied shoots are for the most part produced during branch elon-

gation and bear very large swollen thorns; the leaves on unoccupied shoots

are often from the axils of older thorns and have minute stipules. The num-
ber of meters of branch length is much greater on occupied shoots in contrast

to unoccupied shoots. Those branches that are present on unoccupied shoots

are very thin in contrast to the thick branches on most of the occupied shoots.



Interaction of the Bull's-horn Acacia with an Ant Inhabitant 533

Observations o£ the plots with cut stumps in them showed that a single

heavily occupied stump of A. cornigera produces far more woody vegetation

and height increment in the first year of regeneration than does a single

stump of any other species of plant in the plots. This was true in respect to

both maximum and mean values. However, some plants such as Bixa orellana

and Croton glabellus produced a higher amount of woody vegetation per

hectare because of their very high density of shoots. On the other hand, it

also appears that a single unoccupied stump of A. cornigera produces less

vegetation in the first and following year than does a single stump of any

other tree species in the plots. This was true in respect to both maximum
and mean values. This marked superiority of growth rate enjoyed by occu-

pied A. cornigera slowly diminishes after the end of the first year of regenera-

tion, although the eflEects of this early burst of growth are indicated by the

emergent position of the shoot for nearly its entire life.

Presence of vines. While annual and perennial vines constituted a major

part of the regeneration in many of the experimental plots, it was extremely

rare to find one using a shoot of A. cornigera for a standard (Fig. 60, 61). If

a vine was well established on A. cornigera, the shoot was an unoccupied one

or the ants had recently invaded the shoot as an auxiliary-unit, or as a colony

developed in situ. The tips of the vines are usually killed by the ants as soon

as they contact occupied shoots (Fig. 34, 37b) ; when growing up through a

vine mat, the shoot is often ringed by blackened vine ends.

In the experimental plots, it was common to find undamaged vines grow-

ing in the canopies of unoccupied shoots of A. cornigera. The number of

vines and the degree to which they pulled the shoot over, or shaded it, was

in great part associated with the type of plant community. Unoccupied shoots

in areas browsed by cattle were often free of vines because the cattle removed

them from the shoots. When the canopy of A. cornigera was part of a dense

general canopy, vines often grew completely over it when the ants were re-

moved. Since this acacia is so intolerant of shading, this is an obvious handi-

cap. The following four examples give a representative indication of the inci-

dence of vines on occupied and unoccupied shoots.

(1) On 31 Jul. 1964, the 88 shoots in control subplot M-2 (59 occupied

shoots) had 34 vines on 10 of the shoots; none of these 10 shoots were occu-

pied. In treatment subplot M-1, the 79 unoccupied shoots had a total of 158

vines on 52 of the shoots. In both subplots, most of these vines were in the

families Passifloraceae, Convolvulaceae, and Leguminosae. These vines had

been accumulating on the unoccupied shoots since late in 1963. In some cases

(Convolvulaceae, Leguminosae), they had flowered and set seed during this

period. Many of the unoccupied shoots were completely covered with vines

and the thinner shoots were often bent by the weight of the vines.

(2) On 24 Mar. 1964, the 46 shoots in control subplot P-2 (28 occupied)

had no vines on them. On the same date, the 61 shoots in treatment subplot



Fig. 60. The usual freedom from vines exhibited by occupied shoots of A. cornigera. The
3.5 111 tail shoot in the center of the photograph is about 3 years old and growing in a roadside
mat of Iponwea sp. The white flowers of this vine are scattered over the canopy. This shoot of
A. cornigera was ringed by at least 50 deatl vine leaders that had been killed by P. jerrtiginea.

Photo lU km north of Tierra Blanca, Veracruz, Mexico in November 1963.

P-1 (7 occupied) had one vine on them. By 2 Aug., the 46 shoots in control

subplot P-2 (34 occupied) still had no vines on them. On this date, the 61

shoots in treatment subplot P-1 (0 occupied) had a total of 129 vines on 35

shoots. Most of these vines were in the Asclepiadaceae, Sapindaceae, Meni-

spcrmaceae, Bignoniaceae, Convolvulaceae, and Leguminosae. They were .all

present in large numbers in the control subplot but their branches had been

killctl when they started to enter the canopies of the occupied shoots of A.

cornigera. In the treatment subplot, the vines had formed a solid mat over the

tops of many of the occupied shoots; the result was that under casual observa-

tion the density of A. cornigera in the treatment subplot appeared to be very

low. The lack of vines on unoccupied A. cornigera during the drv season was

due to the general lack of growth of most vegetation in the plot, plus the fact

that the shoots in the treatment subplot were occupied until the thorns were

clipped.
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Fig 61. The left-hand shuut i. occupied by a large cluny ot P. fcrmgunu whde the right-

hand shoot is unoccupied. The unoccupied shoot is festooned with a number of vines ot the

Convolvulaceae; the upper part of the shoot has been bent over by the weight of the vines In

addition, the foliage of this shoot was very badly damaged by insect attack. The vines have

attempted to enter the occupied shoot a number of times as can be seen by the large number

of vertical and dead, bare tendrils among the

east of Temascal.

lower branches. Photo 2 Aug. I ''64 along roadside
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(3) On 3 Apr. 1964, both the occupied and unoccupied shoots in plots N
and O were completely free of vines; this was due to the low amount of
growth in the plots during the preceding eight months plus the fact that the
shoots were for the most part occupied during the previous rainy season. By
29 Jul. 1964, the 119 unoccupied shoots in the two treatment subplots had a
total of 153 vines on 54 shoots. There were no vines on the 90 shoots in the
two control subplots (N-2 and O-l). The taller unoccupied shoots were
lightly draped with vines, but some of the shorter shoots were completely tied

into the general vegetation by the vines. These vines were in the Convolvu-
laceae, Asclepiadaceae, and Leguminosae.

(4) On 4 Aug. 1964, there were 290 occupied shoots among the 462 shoots
of A. cornigera in plot S. None of the occupied shoots had vines in their

canopies. There was a total of 150 vines on 61 of the unoccupied shoots. The
relatively low number of vines was associated with the slow vegetation
growth during the dry season, and the relatively low number of vines in the
vegetation in plot S in comparison with other similar plots.

The vines in the experimental plots covered unoccupied A. cornigera to a

much greater extent than other species of woody plants; the vines tended to

form larger clusters on the emergent unoccupied A. cornigera and bind them
into the general canopy (Fig. 61). This was due to the prevention of further
growth of the unoccupied shoots and their relatively stiflf woody form with
thorny branches that served as an excellent support for the vines. Further-
more, the emergent shoots of A. cornigera that became unoccupied for some
reason, were usually the tallest plants in regeneration less than four years old,

and therefore were the most suitable for climbers by virtue of their position in

the vegetation.

Presence of basal circles. While normally occupied shoots are nearly always
free of foliate intrusive vines or branches of other plants, the circular area
around the base of occupied shoots (Fig. 35) is much more variable in respect

to the degree of damage to the vegetation by P. ferniginea. This variation

in the size and cleanliness of the basal circle is associated with the size of the

colony, type of vegetation under the A. cornigera, length of time that the
colony has occupied the shoot, and the height of the shoot canopy above the

ground. In addition to these four factors, there is variation that appears to be
due to the individual behavior of the colony itself.

Large colonies often have well defined, large, and clean basal circles under
their shoots. A basal circle is usually not evident until the portion of the
colony in the shoot has 500 or more workers. The larger the colony, the

more workers patrol and/or clean on the soil under the shoot. The longer it

has been in the shoot, the more likely it is that the ants have had time to pro-

duce a very clean and well defined basal circle.

The type of vegetation under the shoot to some extent dictates how long
IS rccjuired for the ants to kill the vegetation, or stop it from producing new
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leaves. Seedlings are killed almost immediately after appearing above the

soil, while on existing woody stems, the new leaves have to be repeatedly de-

stroyed. As the shoot grows, the canopy is carried upward, and the colony is

located further and further above the ground. As this occurs, the density of

workers in the basal circle decreases. When a canopy is over 5-7 m above the

ground, there is usually little trace of the basal circle. However, vines at-

tempting to enter the canopy are attacked with the usual aggressiveness.

The cleanest and largest basal circles are found under shoots that are in

their second to fourth year of occupied growth, and are growing over grass,

herbs or low leafy shrubs. In a site such as that which contained plots C, H, I,

U and V, the basal circles varied from 30-150 cm in diameter around single

shoots and up to 4 m in diameter where the basal circles of several shoots

overlapped. These basal circles were characteristically bare dirt with a light

to heavy even litter of pinnules, thorns and twigs from A. cornigera.

There are a number of facts that indicate that the basal circle is the result

of the workers' mauling activity of growing vegetation, and not the result of

a toxicant released by A. cornigera. 1) In the treatment subplots, after the

first two months of rainy season growth had taken place, there was total

obliteration of the basal circles under the shoots that had been rid of their ants

by parathion or other experimental means. This rapid loss of basal circles was

due to the sprouting of both monocotyledonous and dicotyledonous seedlings,

and the leafing out of the branches of low perennial shrubs and vines. 2) Not

all occupied shoots have basal circles. Even when the colony is large, has been

in the shoot for a year or more, is close to the ground, and is over a grass

ground layer, the basal circle is not always present. 3) When a large shoot is

cut and the canopy left across the stump, the colony disorganisation in the

following 3-6 months is sufficiently great that the old basal circle usually be-

comes obliterated by seedlings and vine sprouts. 4) Finally, the workers are

very often observed mauling young leaves or seedlings in the basal circle.

Seeds were planted in basal circles on two occasions to examine experimen-

tally the activity of the ants. On 3 Aug. 1962, near Campo Cotaxtla, Veracruz,

a 250 cm isolated queen-shoot with a large colony was chosen in a lightly

grazed grass pasture. It had a roughly circular basal circle about 110 cm in

diameter. Three rows of seeds (one each of corn, beans, and radishes) were

planted, radiating from the trunk to the margin of the basal circle, and ex-

tending 20 cm into the surrounding grasses. On 13 Aug. 1962 there were no

seedlings left alive within 6 cm of the trunk. From this point outward the

beans increased gradually in height to the margin of the basal circle; from the

margin to the end of the row they were 8-10 cm tall. On this date, the row of

corn was in discontinuous segments with seedlings 1-3 cm tall out to the mar-

gin of the circle; the last 20 cm of the row had plants 10-14 cm tall. Only

about Vj, of the radish row had live plants, and they were 1-2 cm tall; outside

the basal circle they were 3-5 cm tall. The mauling damage to the growing
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points of all three species of plant was clearU' evident, and the workers were
seen chewing on the shoots. On 27 Aug. 1962, the beans were completely ab-

sent to a distance of 25 cm from the trunk, the corn row to 35 cm, and the

radish row to 50 cm. Those plants growing outside the basal circle were all

over 10 cm tall and in excellent condition.

During the 1964 rainy season, in the vegetation along the west margin of

plot C, this type of experiment was repeated. The seeds of Bixu orcUanii.

Bauhinta iingiilaia. Acacia chiapensis. Acacia cornigera, Mticitna pniriens.

Cassia bicapsularis and Ipomoea sp. were planted in seven radiating rows
from the base of each of eight large c]ueen-shoots with basal circles ranging
Irom 75-150 cm in diameter. The seeds of B. iingiilata, A. chiapensis and A.
cornigera were scarified by cutting off a piece of the seed coat. All of the seeds

germinated in large numbers except B. orellana. The trunks of four of the

shoots were banded with a 10 cm band of tree banding compound which
stopped ant traffic to and from the ground. In the basal circles of the un-

handed shoots, the sprouting seedlings were killed within eight days of the

time that they appeared. Most were killed almost as soon as they appeared
above the ground. The sprouts of Mitciina pniriens and Cassia bicapsularis

were very tough and lived longer though they stopped growing upward as

soon as the shoot apex was destroyed; it is the shoot apex which is usually

attacked first by the workers. Outside of the basal circles, the seedlings sur-

vived and grew well. In the basal circles of the banded shoots, about three-

fourths of the seedlings were damaged or killed by the mauling of workers
that had fallen from the shoot, and that came to the base of the queen-shoot

Irom nearby auxiliary-shoots. However, it took a month (July) for the basal

circle to be completely cleaned of the seedlings; in one basal circle, a grass

stem fell against the trunk above the band and the workers used this as a

path to the ground. An unexpected result of this experiment was the discov-

ery that the seedlings of A. cornigera and A. chiapensis were destroyed. Yet,

small shoots of A. cornigera and A. chiapensis that have attained the usual

characteristics of older swollen-thorn acacias, are treated like the parent shoot.

The significance of the basal circle to either the ant or the shoot is difficult

to state clearly. The removal of vines and branches of other plants from the

caiio[n of A. cornigera by the ants serves to avoid shading of the shoot, avoid

mechanical bending of it or its branches, and remove possible highways of

approach for phytophagous insects. None of these factors apply as clearly in

the case of the basal circle. However, to a lesser degree the production of the

basal circle furthers these purposes. The production of the basal circle by the

workers can also be regarded as merely a downward extension of the work-
ers' activity in mauling intrusive foliage in the canopy of A. cornigera. How-
ever, a big difference between the two activities is that when mauling a vine,

the worker cither maintains direct contact with the shoot or at best, is only a

tew centimeters from it. It does not range more than 15 to 20 cm past the
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shoot canopy in this activity. However, when the worker is mauling vegeta-

tion on the ground, it may walk out as far as 75 cm Ironi the nearest part of

the shoot. The possihilily that the worker is ohtaining something of nutritive

value from the plant cannot he examined with the data at hand; hut if this is

to he the case, why does the worker stop its mauling activity when only a

relatively short distance from the host shoot .^

During the dry season, there is some evidence that the presence of a well

developed basal circle can aflect survival of the shoot and/or colony during

fires (Fig. 22, 23). When the shoot is part of a dense stand of dry vegetation,

a fire is generally strong enough to completely destroy, or at least to kill, both

the colony and the shoot. H(jwever, when the surrounding vegetation is 2 m
or less tall, there is a well developed basal circle, and the shoot of A. corni-

geni is sufTiciently emergent so that most of the canopy is above the surround-

ing canopy, the heat is often not intense enough to kill the ant colony. It

usually kills the shoot of A. cornigcra by scorching the lower trunk, rather

than by actually burning the canopy. In some cases, the fire does not even get

h(jt enough to kill the shoot. In most of these cases of shoot or colony sur-

vival, there is a very large and clean basal circle in which there has been no

lire. It is likely that the complete lack of inflammable materials directly un-

der the shoot lowers the temperature in the canopy sufTiciently so that the

ant colony is not killed.

The survival of the ant colony, or jxjrtion of the colony, in the scorched

shoot is of very great importance to the total plant; the entire ant colony is

available to move into the new sucker shoots that apj)car within a week after

the fire. An example of this is as follows. On 19 May 1964, about 15 acres of

15 month old ungrazcd regeneration were burned along the east side of the

plots C, H, and I. On U Jul., an area 100 by 40 m was marked out in the

center of this burn. There were 365 standing tall shoots in this area; the

small shoots had been completely consumed by the fire. Of these 365 shoots,

96 were dead and had no new suckers from the base. There were 26 shoots

that had not been killed; all of these had canopies in full leaf and were occu-

pied. Nearly all of them had well developed basal circles. The remaining 243

shoots had been killed by scorching but new suckers were growing from the

old root stocks. Of these, 123 were occupied by [Portions of mature colonies

that had survived the fire. The sucker shoots from the root stocks of these 123

shoots had a mean height of 59.66 cm (s.d.=24.9 cm). The single tallest sucker

from each root stalk was measured. The mean condition rating of these 123

shoots was 3.731 (s.d.=0.383) (Fig. 22). The remainder of the 243 shoots

(120 shoots) were not occupied, but some of the swollen thorns had found-

ing queens in them. These unoccupied shoots had a mean height of 18.08 cm

(s.d.=11.2 cm). The mean condition of these 120 shoots was 2.533 (s.d.=0.750)

(Fig. 23).
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All of the damage to the unoccupied shoots was from phytophagous in-

sects. While the first vegetation in this area following the fire was a dense

stand of grasses, the various perennial species' roots were beginning to pro-

duce a dense stand of suckers by the middle of July. Almost every unoccupied
shoot was in the dense shade of this 50-75 cm tall vegetation while at least the

shoot tip of nearly all the occupied shoots was a member of the canopy or was
emergent. The vigorous growth of the occupied shoots, in contrast to that of

the unoccupied shoots, can be attributed to the fact that there were usually

100-500 workers on the surface of a shoot that had at most three shoot tips and
20 mature leaves. That there were large numbers of workers available to

patrol the shoots is in great part due to the emergent position of the occupied
canopies and large basal circle before the fire. See Janzen (1967b) for

further discussion of this topic.

Additional observations. Development of colonies in sitii. When a plant

community was burned by a sufficiently hot fire to kill all the colonies of P.

ferniginea in the canopies of A. comigera, the new ant colonies on the site

must either develop in the new regeneration, or invade from the margins of

the burn. When the colonies invade, the resultant effect on the biology of A.
comigera is litde different from the case where the vegetation is only cut and
the colonies not destroyed. However, if the colonies develop in the shoots (in

situ) the pattern of regeneration of A. comigera is quite different.

One of the abandoned experimental plots simulated the case of a burned
site in which most of the colonies developed in situ. In plot KA the vegeta-

tion was cut to ground level on 1 Oct. 1963. In treatment suplot KA-1, the

new shoots of A. comigera were sprayed with parathion on 26 Oct. and 21

Dec, but due to the high density of founding queens and the invasion of two
colonies from outside of the subplot, the apphcations had little effect on the

interaction of the ants with A. comigera. In each of the two control subplots

(KA-2, KA-3) there were large numbers (200 plus) of new shoots from old

small stumps exposed by the cutting, but only 22 were occupied by the four

large colonies that had survived the cutting. These four colonies stayed in

these 22 shoots and did not move out to occupy more shoots during the

experiments.

During the period from 1 Oct.-l Aug. 1964, the vegetation in the three

subplots rose gradually until there was a very dense undulating canopy of

grasses, herbs and shrubs 75-120 cm in height. Part of the slowness of growth
of the general vegetation was associated with the very heavy grazing and
trampling by cattle until 3 May 1964. On this date, the general vegetation

had a mean height of about 20 cm. Likewise, on this date the mean height of

the unoccupied shoots of A. comigera was about 20 cm. The mean height of

the shoots that had been occupied by the mature colonies since late 1963 had
a mean height of about 55 cm. There were some shrubs such as Toiimejortia
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hirsutissima, Bixa orellana and Croton glabellus that grew to 50-100 cm be-

fore the cattle left; like A. cornigera, the cattle almost never browsed these

three species of shrubs.

By 1 Aug., the population of A. cornigera in the three subplots was very

easily segregated into two groups, occupied and unoccupied. There were 99

occupied shoots. Of these 99 shoots, 28 were occupied by the six ant colonies

which had been in the 3 subplots since late 1963. These colonies had moved
into the shoots as large, well developed colonies and began patrolling the

shoots immediately. The remaining 71 shoots were occupied by 53 small

queen-units that had developed in situ. Each colony had 50-250 workers in it.

There were 18 of the shoots occupied as auxiliary-shoots. At this time, there

were 253 unoccupied shoots in the plot KA. The occupied shoots ranged

from 63-189 cm in height with a mean height of 95.9 cm (s.d.=23.6 cm) ; they

were all canopy members or emergents (Fig. 62). The unoccupied shoots

ranged from 6-100 cm in height with a mean height of 42.58 cm (s.d.=18.9

cm) ; nearly all of them were below the canopy and many were in the dense

shade under the canopy. The occupied shoots had a mean condition rating

of 3.611 (s.d.=0.515) and the unoccupied shoots had a mean condition rating

of 2.185 (s.d.-0.877). The 99 occupied shoots weighed 10,790 gm and the 253

unoccupied shoots weighed 5,410 gm.

The young queen-units which had developed in situ began to have work-

ers patrolling the shoot tips about the middle of May. During the dry season,

their biggest contribution was to remove the larvae of the gelichiid web spin-

ner Aristotelia corallina from the shoot tips. When the rains started, the sur-

rounding vegetation began to grow upward and the density of phytophagous

insects increased rapidly. The workers at this time were effective in keeping

these insects away except for the larvae of Coxina hadenoides. Since the shoot

tips remained intact, the occupied shoots were able to keep up with the rising

general canopy, and in some cases, to rise above it. The young colonies were

very small and there were only 25-75 workers on the shoot. However, the

shoots were also very small and therefore a few workers could patrol them

quite effectively.

Based on observations made of other similar regenerating vegetation, prob-

ably less than 10 percent of the shaded unoccupied shoots would ever have

become canopy member or emergent shoots. If the vegetation were to be cut

again, these shoots, or the shoots from their roots, would have had another

chance to become occupied and experience vigorous growth. It could be seen

from plot KA that if an area were cleared every 1-4 years (burned and/or

cut), the occupation by P. ferriiginea, and the consequent opportunity to grow

a vigorous shoot, would be rotated among the various root stocks of A. corni-

gera. It appears that often the same root stocks bear the occupied shoots after

each cutting, since the cut canopy is usually left across the cut stump, and the

root stocks that have recently borne an occupied shoot are probably the health-
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Fig. 62. A shoot of Acacia coniigcia from control subplot KA-3. It is occupied by a small
colony that developed in situ during the preceding nine months. The cluster of leafless branches
in the lower part of the photograph was below the canopy and grew before the colony began
to patrol the shoot. The long branch extending up to the left is the branch that grew after the
workers began to patrol the shoot surface. The loss of mature leaves and shoot tip was due to
nocturnalh' active phytophagous insects; young colonies tend to decrease their meager patrolling
after dark. Photo 7 Aug. 1964.



Interaction of the Bull's-horn Acacia with an Ant Inhabitant 543

iest. It appears that the heakhier the root stock, the kinger it can continue to

maintain new unoccupied shoots, and the more hkely it will be that the new
shoots will have ample thorns, Beltian bodies and foliar nectaries to provide a

founding queen with the food and thorns necessary to rear her first brood

rapidly.

There was no indication in this study that the young colonies moved

around in the plot until they found the tallest shoots. Queen-units appear to

be very stable in respect to staying with the original queen-shoot. Shoot aban-

donment and recolonization is associated almost entirely with auxiliary-units

except when the shoots have been cut. The number of tall shoots, in areas

such as plot KA, that lack old invader colonies matches very closely the num-

ber of new young colonies and new auxiliary-units.

The situation described above in plot KA was approximately replicated in

treatment subplot H-2. In this subplot, the thorns of the unoccupied sucker

shoots from the cut stumps were not clipped. By about the beginning of the

rainy season, 30 young colonies had developed in situ on these stumps. The

effect on the morphology of the shoot was striking. The top of each stump

was enclosed in a cluster of nearly dead and badly stunted short branches that

had been produced before the beginning of the rainy season. Out of the cen-

ter of the cluster of branches there was usually a single well developed branch

with intact leaves and shoot tip (Fig. 62). This branch was 30-100 cm long by

5 Aug. and was patrolled by 20-75 small workers from each of the young colo-

nies. Those acacias that did not have new colonies in them did not show this

new growth. Two of the shoots in this subplot were invaded by an auxiliary-

unit from a large colony in control subplot H-3 about the middle of June.

These two shoots developed in the same manner as those with young colonies

in them.

Auxiliary-shoot ejects. Among the emergent occupied shoots of A. corni-

gera in a single stand, there is often strong variation in the heights of the

shoots. A major portion of this variation appears to be associated with various

biotic factors in the environment rather than inherent physiological differ-

ences in growth rate. The sporadic damage of the rutelline scarab Pelidnota

punctulata causes great variation in height as well as variation in life form;

when it feeds on a shoot, it usually eats all of the undamaged shoot tips, and

it is therefore several weeks or more before a positive height increment occurs.

Since the incidence of feeding damage by Coxina hadenoides is influenced by

the size of the colony on the shoot, height variation is also in part associated

with the size of the colony.

In addition to the direct action of Pelidnota punctulata and Coxina hade-

noides, the auxiliary-shoot phenomenon has a strong eflfect on height varia-

tion. What appears to happen in many cases is that a single colony occupies a

shoot as a queen-shoot. This shoot grows vigorously and the colony likewise

grows. As the colony becomes larger, it moves out to neighboring small and
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unoccupied shoots. When they become occupied, they have a positive height

increment. As the rainy season progresses and the colonies grow, they incor-

porate more and more shoots into their individual groups of auxiliary-shoots.

Since each successively occupied shoot started its vigorous upward growth
later in the year, there is great variation in the individual heights of the shoots.

The auxiliary shoot effect was particularly noticeable in plots N, O, P, L,

and M. These were plots with moderate shoot density, in which the original

sizes of the colonies were relatively small, due to the fact that they were young
colonies developed in situ or had their numbers severely reduced when the

vegetation was last cut.

When the dry season starts in those areas that have high shoot density, and
the new leaf production rate is lowered, there is a gradual abandonment of

10-50 percent of the auxiliary-shoots. By the end of the dry season, a much
larger proportion of the occupied shoots are queen-shoots than is the case at

the beginning of the dry season. When the rainy season begins, and colony

expansion (both in size and area) begins again, the same progressive develop-

ment of height increment began. As shoots become occupied by auxiliary-

units, and as the auxiliary-units grow in size, the height increment rate of the

shoots correspondingly increases. This took place in plots U and V.

Where the shoots are very close together over a large area, the acacias are

not as free of insect damage as is expected. This is apparently due to the fact

that in such a case, many of the shoots (as high as 50) have contacting

branches. Due to the aggressiveness of a colony of P. jerrttginea, this series of

contacting shoots has to be occupied by one colony. However, it is not often

that one colony is large enough to occupy effectively such a large series of

shoots. Therefore, there is a higher incidence of insect damage than would

occur if a colony of equal size was isolated in only 5-10 shoots.

Reproductive biology. As is the case with most of the woody plants grow-

ing in the experimental plots, A. cornigera reproduces both by seed and by

suckers from root stocks. However, it does not possess the inherent physio-

logical and morphological properties which are apparently responsible for the

relative freedom from insect attack that is enjoyed by the majority of plant

species in the area. The trait which insures freedom from serious insect dam-
age, namely the occupation by a colony of P. jerruginea, is a trait which has to

be acquired through development of a colony in situ, or invasion by a queen-

unit.

The age at which a shoot becomes occupied is of utmost importance. Ob-

servations of seedlings on newly cleared sites show that the shoots rarely grow
over 25 cm tall, or produce more than five swollen thorns and 25 leaves during

their first rainy season and the following dry season. During this year of

growth, in about half of the shoots that live to be a year old, at least one queen

develops a colony with 10-50 workers in it. If the newly occupied seedling is

growing at a site where it receives at least some direct sunlight, it grows up-
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ward to become a canopy member or emergeni. If the seedling is not occupied
by the beginning of the second rainy season, it is usually unable to grow more
than another 10-20 cm until it becomes occupied. However, the longer it re-

mains unoccupied, the higher is the probability that it will become too heavily

shaded for growth, or will be eaten during the dry season by a rodent such as

Sigmodon hispidus. Observations of seedlings of known age indicate that

unoccupied seedlings rarely live more than two years after germination. On
the other hand, young shoots that become occupied in sufficient time for them
to become canopy members or emergents, generally live for 8-10 years in un-

grazed regeneration. They set their first heavy seed crop at the end of the

fifth dry season after the seeds germinate.

The suckers from stumps are generally faster than seedlings in developing

a colony and becoming a canopy member or emergent. At the outset, these

shoots have a swollen thorn at nearly every node, large numbers of Beltian

bodies on the leaves, and functional nectaries on the petiole. They often grow
to 30-50 cm in height while unoccupied. However, as with seedlings, there is

still moderate to high mortality among unoccupied sucker shoots. While it is

usually a year or more before a colony develops in a seedling, a colony with

10-100 workers is usually present in a sucker in less than nine months. Those

suckers which are occupied at the beginning of their second rainy season

grow vigorously, become canopy members or emergents, and live for 8-10

years. They set their first heavy seed crop at the end of the fourth dry season

after the original shoot was cut or burned.

Frequently, in both natural and man-made disturbance sites, a colony does

not develop in situ in suckers from stumps; the mature colony moves directly

from the dead shoot into the new suckers. The shoot is occupied from the

first day of growth. These shoots suflfer almost no mortality during their first

five years of growth. The first heavy seed crop is produced at the end of the

third dry season after the original shoot was cut or scorched.

The age attained by a shoot is in part a function of the type of plant com-

munity. The figure of 8-10 years cited above is in reference to shoots growing

in ungrazed regeneration. In old established pastures in the vicinity of

Campo Cotaxtla, occupied shoots are commonly found with 10-15 annual

rings; these shoots are growing in open grassland and are rarely over 5 m
tall. On river banks and in old roadside drainage ditches throughout the

study area, shoots of this age were occasionally encountered. In the area

around Temascal the shoots in pastures and fallow corn fields rarely live over

5 years because of the sporadic cutting and burning of these sites.

The physiognomy of the vegetation at the time a seedling or sucker ap-

pears is also of importance. Seedlings and suckers in heavy shade usually die

within 2-3 years, irrespective of the presence of a colony of P. jerruginea. A
seedling or sucker growing on a site which is cleared but not burned, is in

much greater danger of being shaded before it becomes occupied than a seed-
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ling or sucker on a site that has been burned. During the first year after a

fire, the vegetation is much more irregular and lower than the regeneration

following a cutting. Seedlings and suckers in brushy pastures are in less

danger of being shaded than those in ungrazed vegetation; the cattle eat most

of the vines and open the general canopy with their trails and browsing. The
cattle generally ignore the young unoccupied A. cornigera.

The reproductive features described above are further complicated by the

time of year at which the seed germinates, or the sucker shoots appear. Seeds

usually germinate during the first two months of the rainy season, and are

almost immediately in danger of being heavily shaded. During the dry sea-

son, the vegetation opens up somewhat, and allows sunlight to reach the lower

strata. If the seedlings survive until this time, they are still very likely to be

eaten by Sigmodon hispidus, and to have any new shoot tips eaten by the lar-

vae of the gelichiid moth Aristotelia corallina. If the seeds germinate late in

the rainy season, the seedlings generally do not grow a root system deep

enough to be able to survive the drying of the upper layers of soil during the

dry season.

If a shoot is cut or burned during the rainy season, the suckers are sub-

jected to severe defoliation by the abundant insects. The new branches from

the stumps are often stripped of all green vegetation, and at times, all of the

green thorns are eaten; in such a case, a new colony cannot possibly develop in

situ. By the time that insect populations are lowered by the cool and diy sea-

son, the root stock is often either dead or so weakened that it produces very

few leaves and swollen thorns. If a shoot is cut or burned during the dry

season, the new suckers are often vigorous and relatively free from insect

damage. However, if such a shoot does not become occupied by the begin-

ning of the following rainy season, the high height increment rate and condi-

tion value are abruptly lowered as the shoot is subjected to severe defoliation

by insects.

Of the approximately 60,000 seeds that are produced by a shoot of A.

cornigera in its lifetime in the Temascal area, somewhat less than one percent

have the opportunity to be dispersed to sites for germination. The other 99

percent are destroyed by bruchids while in the legumes hanging on the shoots.

Under natural conditions, dispersal by water and birds is further complicated

by the relative paucity of newly created disturbance sites in which the new
seedling can grow well. Dispersal to these sites is, however, aided by the habi-

tat preferences of the birds concerned (newly disturbed sites) and the usual

deposition site of the floating legumes (areas cleared by the action of the cur-

rent). In areas of man's activities, there are usually many acres of recently

disturbed vegetation within a very short distance of the seed-bearing shoot.

In this case, birds are quite effective in distributing seeds to suitable areas.

Furthermore, in the soil under any old stand of regeneration, there is un-
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doubtedly a reservoir of viable seeds diat have not germinated. Such seeds

remain viable at least three years, and probably much longer.

Reproduction by seed is complicated by another factor. In man-made dis-

turbance sites, the regeneration is frequently cut or burned when 1-5 years

old. The shorter the time required for a shoot to produce its first heavy seed

crop (about 22,000 seeds), the higher the probability that it will be able to set

seed before it is killed. As was stated above, seedlings require five years, suck-

ers with a colony developed in situ require four years, and suckers with a

mature colony from the start require three years, to produce the first heavy

seed crop. It is of importance to the shoot that the root system be able to

continue to grow new shoots after each cutting and/or burning until a shoot

is left long enough to set a seed crop. It should be remembered that the shoot

has to survive at least nine months after the first heavy flower crop in order

for the seeds to mature. It is likewise of importance that the ant colony is

able to continue to move from the cut or scorched shoots into the new sucker

shoots, rather than dying with the shoot. The habit of establishing auxiliary-

units in neighboring unoccupied shoots is beneficial in that one mature colony

can insure normal growth for more than one shoot. However, if the shoot

density becomes so great that there is too much shoot surface area to patrol

effectively, the growth rates of all of the shoots except the queen-shoot will be

reduced. In natural disturbance sites, these factors are perhaps of slightly less

importance since the vegetation is less frequently removed from these sites,

and the shoots are more highly dispersed.

Naturally unoccupied shoots. The naturally unoccupied shoots in the

study area can be roughly arranged into three groups: 1) seedlings and young

suckers in which colonies are developing in situ, or that are later invaded by

auxiliary-units, 2) well developed shoots that are abandoned by auxiliary-units

during the dry season, but are later re-occupied, and 3) well developed shoots

that were never occupied. Members of all of these groups are found in both

natural and man-made disturbance sites. The first two have been discussed

in sufficient detail in previous sections; the shoots in these two groups almost

invariably do not contribute to the sexual reproduction of A. cornigera unless

they are occupied for the major portion of their life spans.

Well developed shoots that were never occupied are extremely rare in the

study area. This is in part due to the great ability of founding queens and

auxiliary-units to find unoccupied shoots. This makes it very difficult to de-

termine on an observational basis how much damage would be received by A.

cornigera if P. jerruginea were not present. However, the experimental plots,

the observations of unoccupied seedlings and young suckers, and the observa-

tions of the very rare unoccupied well developed shoots, show that the damage

is very substantial. In spite of this, there are exceptional micro-habitats in

which unoccupied shoots can grow; the presence of these few shoots indicates
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that A. cornigera probably would not become extinct in the study area were

P. jerruginea (and P. nigrocincta) to become abruptly extinct.

All of the well developed unoccupied shoots of A. cornigera found in this

study were growing in relatively barren habitats. The shoot in figure 47 was

growing on barren open ground at the base of the dam at Temascal; it had

17 legumes on it and had produced several flowers during the 1964 dry season.

It had never been occupied by P. jerruginea. Near Tierra Blanca, Veracruz,

an isolated single unoccupied shoot about 2 m tall was found growing on a

large sewage outwash delta below a drainage culvert; during most of the dry

season its uppermost growing point was undamaged. In Temascal, an unoc-

cupied shoot about 150 cm tall was found growing in a garden; during the

dry season and the first month of the rainy season it was free from phytopha-

gous insect damage. On a large gravel bar in the Rio Tonto east of Temascal,

a twisted and water-washed 2 m tall unoccupied shoot was found with four

legumes and several flowers; it was apparently able to survive the rainy season

floods. The first three shoots mentioned above were tenanted by a colony of

Pseudomyrmex gracilis mexicana. They were growing in sites where there

were no other A. cornigera within 200 m, and phytophagous insects were un-

doubtedly very low in numbers in the immediate area of these three shoots.

Unlike the obligate dependence association of P. jerruginea on a swollen-

thorn acacia, A. cornigera is not totally dependent upon P. jerruginea to grow.

Not only have a few unoccupied shoots been found that are well developed,

but it is also possible that there are sufficiently barren habitats such that unoc-

cupied shoots can produce a seed crop. It is impossible to determine by obser-

vation if there are members of the occupied portion of the population of A.

cornigera that retain the chemical characteristics that keep other species of

Mimosaceae in the Temascal area relatively free from insect damage. Cer-

tainly no such shoots were among the approximately 2500 unoccupied shoots

in the experimental plots.

Economics. From conversations with land owners, and by observations of

pastures, it was evident that in the study area, A. cornigera is an economic

weed of some importance. On sites that are burned on a regular annual basis

(permanent corn fields, cane fields, and some grass pastures), A. cornigera is

present only as a very minor element of the vegetation; the few shoots are

usually less than 50 cm tall, stunted, nearly dead, and unoccupied. On sites

that are cut and/or burned on a relatively haphazard schedule, A. cornigera is

often a common and vigorous plant. In brushy pastures it shares a dominant

position with such woody plants as Croton glabellus, Bixa orellana, Eupato-

rium odoratum, Parmentiera edulis, Bauhinia ungulata, and jatropha urens;

none of these species are eaten by cattle. In well established grass pastures, A.

cornigera occasionally comprises more than 90 per cent of the woody vegeta-

tion. At times it became so dense in patches that it is impossible to walk be-

tween the plants without being stuck by the thorns.
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The production of dense vigorous stands of A. cornigera is primarily due

to the way in which land is cleared. In both brushy and grass pastures, it is a

common practice to cut the woody vegetation with a machete at intervals of

0.5-3 years; often this is not followed by burning. The cut sh(j(jts are left lying

over the stumps and the old mature colonies move into the new sucker shoots.

This cutting appears to cause almost no mortality among the root systems of

A. cornigera, while it appears to gradually eliminate the other species of

woody plants. In fact, when the shoots of A. cornigera are cut, the colonies

often move in part into neighboring stunted shoots that were previously un-

occupied; thus the ratio of occupied to unoccupied shoots is increased by this

type of cutting. In some areas around La Granja, the practice of cutting with-

out burning has been followed for at least 15 years with no decrease in the

density of vigorous shoots of A. cornigera.

Cutting is occasionally followed by burning in brushy and grass pastures.

Since the cut shoot with its ant colony is lying at ground level, it is consumed

by the fire. This burning usually occurs during the dry season. During the

following year it is necessary for a colony to develop in situ in the sucker

shoots before the ant colony develops, but generally the root stock is strong

enough to survive without a vigorous shoot until a colony is large enough to

occupy the shoot. The critical factor in this type of shoot and colony destruc-

tion is that this burning does not occur every year. It appears that as long as

the root system bears an occupied vigorous shoot for at least 1-2 years, it is

then able to survive for the six months to a year following a fire while a

colony develops in situ. It should be emphasized that in the pastures exam-

ined, it is insect damage that stunts the unoccupied suckers of A. cornigera,

and not the browsing of cattle.

A further complication arises when newly cut brushy pastures are not

burned evenly. It is often the case that the fires burn in strips and patches,

and the cut shoots of A. cornigera are occasionally missed. If the unburned

cut shoot contained a queen-unit, the colony then moves into an available

sucker shoot. If it contains an auxiliary-unit, it also moves into a sucker shoot,

but the unit gradually dies over a period of one to two months. However, the

shoot is occupied during that period and often grows to a height of 50-100 cm

above that of the unoccupied suckers in the pasture.

In grass pastures, the basal circle has to be taken into consideration. Dur-

ing the dry season, the grasses are often trampled and grazed to ground level

by the catde. If such a pasture is burned, the fire usually passes rapidly. As

long as the shoots are not cut, the colony of P. ferruginea is often high enough

so that the heat does not kill it. On some occasions, the lower trunk is not

scorched due to the complete lack of imflammable materials in the basal circle.

It should be emphasized that this is usually the case only in grass pastures

where the dry grasses are lying very close to the ground. In taller vegetation,

the trunk is usually scorched, but the ant colony often survives.
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It appears that A. ccrnigera can be removed from pastures with relatively

minor changes in management plans. In established corn and cane fields it is

not present, or if present, is a very minor part of the vegetation; this appears

to be almost entirely due to the annual burning of these fields. If pastures

could be burned on an annual basis, the same effect would undoubtedly be

achieved. However, regular annual burning is regarded by the land owners

as detrimental to the soils, and to many of the grasses which are being pro-

moted in the pastures. Since regular annual burning cannot be used, an

equivalent practice should be effective. If the cut shoots are piled and burned,

or just piled, 50 or more meters from any A. cornigera stumps, the new suck-

ers from the cut stumps will be unoccupied. After this has been done an-

nually for 2-4 years, it is very unlikely that A. cornigera will form more than

a very minor part of the woody vegetation. There is the continuous threat of

new colonies developing in situ in seedlings, but as larger and larger areas

are cleared of their vigorous stands of A. cornigera, the frequency of both

seedlings and founding queens will be greatly reduced.

DISCUSSION

At both the individual and population level. Acacia cornigera has charac-

teristics which are associated with its interaction with Pseudomyrmex ferru-

ginea. These characteristics fall into two groups. The less controversial char-

acteristics are those which are necessary for the maintenance of a colony of the

ant: swollen thorns, Beltian bodies, and foliar nectaries. These features are

discussed at length in the first section of this paper. In view of the interde-

pendent relationship that has been demonstrated between the ant and the

acacia, it is certain that the present-day selective pressure, which makes the

energy expended in the production of these three morphological structures

profitable to the acacia, is the phytophagous insect damage with subsequent

shading that is experienced by the acacia when it is not occupied by P. jerru-

ginea (or P. nigrocincta) . The characteristics that require close observation

under experimental conditions for verification, are ecological and physiolog-

ical, and the shoot requires occupation by P. jerruginea for their normal ex-

pression. In this latter group are the acacia's (1) high growth rate, (2) rela-

tive freedom from insect and mamal damage, (3) freedom from use by vines

as a standard, (4) emergent or canopy member position, (5) abundance in

man-made disturbance sites, and (6) attainment of sexual maturity. These

interdependent points are discussed below.

Observations in both natural and man-made disturbance sites in the study

area show that A. cornigera has a height increment rate which is superior to

that of most woody plants during the first <S-12 years of secondary succession.

This is evidenced by its position as a canopy member or emergent, and by the

recorded rate of main-axis elongation of 2.50 cm per 24-hour day. However,
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in the experimental plots, it is clearly shown that if the colony of P. jerruginea

is removed from the shoot, this high height increment rate is abruptly low-

ered. This is likewise the case for the high rate of leaf and thorn produc-

tion, excellent condition of the shoot, and high total biomass production.

In the experimental plots, this reduction is a result of the feeding activities of

phytophagous insects and rodents, which are normally prevented by P. jerru-

ginea from feeding on the shoot. In addition, once the unoccupied shoot

looses its ability to keep up with the surrounding vegetation, it becomes

shaded, and this further stunts its growth. There is no doubt that this reduc-

tion in growth is due to these factors, rather than to some detrimental effect

of the techniques used to remove the ants in the treatment subplots. In addi-

tion to damage of the unoccupied shoots, there is high mortality of the shoots

due to the cumulative effect of shading and repeated damage. The slowing of

growth rates, and direct mortality through the damage of unoccupied shoots,

is of obvious significance in natural selection for shoots with the properties

necessary to maintain a large colony of P. ferritginea (swollen thorns, Beltian

bodies, nectaries).

The differences in growth rate and mortality between occupied and unoc-

cupied shoots are of course affected by some major variables: the time of year,

the structure of the plant community, and the sizes of the occupant ant colony.

During the dry season, growth rates of all the plants in the community are

reduced or stopped. Associated with this, there is a great lowering of phy-

tophagous insect activity. However, growth rates of A. cornigera are only

partly lowered; continued leaf production and maintenance during the dry

season are necessary for survival of the ant colony. But since phytophagous

insect activity is greatly lowered and the shade of the general surrounding

vegetation is greatly reduced, unoccupied shoots are able to grow more at this

time of year than at any other. This factor makes the natural abandonment

of some shoots by auxiliary-units during the dry season of much less serious

consequence than abandonment during the rainy season (a very rare occur-

rence). It should be noted that this abandonment occurs as a consequence

of partial or total failure of the shoot to produce sufficient food for the unit of

ants. However, as long as sufficient shoots are present in the acacia population

with nectaries and new leaves with Beltian bodies, to support the colonies

present in a given area, abandonment during the dry season is of little imme-

diate consequence to P. ferritginea. Thus, certain variation in reaction to the

dry season by leaf drop and growth cessation within the population of A.

cornigera, where dense, is not inimical to the existence of the ant-acacia inter-

action; when the rainy season begins, the ants move back into the abandoned

shoots. Since phytophagous insect activity increases greatly during the rainy

season, unoccupied shoots have almost no growth, while the occupied shoots

grow vigorously. It should be remembered that in those areas where A. corni-

gera has a low population density, it is less likely that there will be a nearby
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shoot with food for a starving colony to move into if it abandons its unpro-

ductive shoot. In this case, there should be severe selection for shoots with the

ability to continue to produce food for the ant colony throughout the dry sea-

son. Relatively low densities of A. cornigera are the rule in natural disturb-

ance sites.

While the structure of the plant community has a relatively small effect

on the quantity of phytophagous insect damage (it is nearly always severe),

it has a large effect on the degree of shading of shoots, and consequent shoot

mortality. In the dense vegetation of ungrazed secondary succession, unoccu-

pied shoots quickly become heavily shaded due to their inability to keep above

the rising vegetation, that is in turn due to the lowered growth rate. Even if

a shoot becomes occupied while it is heavily shaded, it is normally unable to

reach the canopy and become sexually reproductive. However, in heavily

grazed and browsed pastures, many of the shading shrubs and vines are

thinned out; the insolated unoccupied shoots produce more leaves and swol-

len thorns and appear to be more tolerant of insect damage. Due to this, a

colony of P. jerruginea has a longer time to develop in situ before the shoot is

killed by cumulative insect or rodent damage. In this sense, it can be said that

cattle promote the survival of unoccupied acacias. Grazing and browsing

likewise reduce the selective pressure against shoots which are slow to acquire

an ant colony, or have low height increment rates. Those very few shoots

which reach sexual maturity without being occupied by P. jerruginea are

virtually always growing on sites that have been almost completely cleaned

of other vegetation (e.g., rock quarries), or for some other reason have very

low phytophagous insect populations.

Even though the shoot is occupied by a queen-unit or auxiliary-unit of P.

jerruginea, it is of course not guaranteed to have a high growth rate. The
larger the unit in proportion to the size of the shoot, the less insect damage
and shading occurs. In view of this, it is expected that there is strong selection

for shoot characteristics that promote the rapid growth of the colony—such as

heavy nectar flow, high and continuous rate of Beltian body production, large

and durable swollen thorns, and the growth of new suckers from cut stumps

with the foliar characteristics of a mature shoot. Not only does the colony

need to be large for efficient patrolling of the shoot, but the weather conditions

must be suitable for normal worker activity outside of the thorn. P. jerru-

ginea has developed the ability to be active under much more inclement

weather than those Pseudomyrmex not associated with living plants. Associ-

ated with this, it is not surprising that P. jerruginea has developed the be-

havioral trait of being active outside of the thorns throughout the 24-hour day

(Fig. 32 and 33), quite in contrast to those species of Pseudoinyrmex which

are not obligatorily associated with living plants. These latter are strictly

diurnal in their foraging behavior. It should be noted that variation in the
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size of the ant colony and in weather conditions, were the two factors of most
importance in the promotion of variation in height increment rate and condi-

tion of A. cornigera in the experimental plots.

Like the surrounding vegetation in the plant community, heavily occupied

shoots of A. cornigera show little obvious insect damage to the leaves and

shoot tips. It should be noted however, that upon close examination most

species of plants in the plant community demonstrate minor to major damage
to growing points that is not immediately obvious. Further, damaged plant

parts are not always obvious because they have been removed by the insect.

This is of course not the case with unoccupied shoots of A. cornigera. Natu-

rally unoccupied shoots, such as very young suckers and seedlings, have a

very high frequency of shoot tip destruction and their mature leaves are usu-

ally badly damaged. This damage is however, normal for the reproductive

biology of A. cornigera, and some of these plants survive until they become

occupied. It is noteworthy that young unoccupied shoots of A. cornigera are

able to live for periods of 1-2 years with only 4-10 mature leaves; there is not,

however, any evidence that seedlings or young suckers are any less palatable

to phytophagous insects than mature shoots. In the experimental plots, it has

been clearly shown that the frequency of insect damage is greatly increased

if the ant colony is removed (Tab. 15-27). This removal of the ants results in

a great lowering of growth rate (Tab. 4-13) by removal of the shoot tips by

phytophagous insects. However, as the mature leaves are destroyed, and

more and more shoot tips are eaten, the plant is weakened and its physiolog-

ical ability to have a high production rate is lowered as well. It is probable

that in this weakened state, the shoot is much more susceptible to attacks by

the wood-boring buprestid larvae of Chrysobothris sp. near C. multistigmosa.

In addition, if the branches are cut off of such weakened shoots, the stump

shows very poor production of new foliage. It should be remembered that the

direct consequence of failure to grow, shading by the rising surrounding

vegetation results in lowering of the physiological growth rate as well.

With the exception of those insects that have developed the ability to with-

stand or avoid the attack of P. ferriiginea, occupied shoots are virtually free

of phytophagous insects. This has been shown quite clearly by the censuses

of insects on occupied and unoccupied shoots (Tab. 1). That this difference

is due to the activity of the ants, and not some property of the shoots, is shown

by the several hundred observations in this study of these same species of in-

sects being attacked and removed from the shoot by the ants. Thus, while it

is obvious that plants have many characteristics that allow only those insects

adapted to those characteristics to feed on them, it appears that A. cornigera

has lost some of these characteristics (bitter chemicals in the new foliage,

fibrous tissues in new foliage, canopy member or submergent). However, in

return it has gained a characteristic that serves the same purpose, namely P.
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jerritginea. Occupation by the ant requires an expenditure of energy on the

part of the shoot in the form of swollen thorns, Beltian bodies, foliar nec-

taries, and new leaves during the dry season. In return, the shoot is effectively

relieved from the phytophagous insect damage which was shown by this

study to be inflicted on unoccupied shoots. A. cornigera (and other swollen-

thorn acacias) is unique among plants in that one of its major deterrent

characteristics to insect attack can be experimentally removed without di-

rectly altering the morphology or physiology of the plant. Associated with

this, the new seedling or sucker does not inherendy possess the characteristic

that allows A. cornigera relative freedom from insect attack; a colony of P.

jerruginea must develop in situ or invade from another shoot.

Unfortunately, the role that P. jerruginea plays in deterring mammals
could not be thoroughly documented. In this study, occupied shoots showed

almost no mammal damage. There is little doubt that the rodent Sigmodon

hispidus is deterred by P. jerruginea from eating young shoots if the shoots

are occupied. At present, cattle are the only large browsing mammals that

are abundant enough to detrimentally affect A. cornigera. In view of the will-

ingness of the Brocket Deer to eat A. cornigera foliage, and the active brows-

ing of cut shoots by cattle, the reluctance of cattle to browse standing A.

cornigera in their pastures is probably not due to a bad taste in the plant

foliage. Likewise, the thorns do not have an absolute deterrent effect on

either the Brocket Deer or cattle. In fact, they did not appear to have any

effect on the feeding of these two mammals. However, it is reasonable to

expect that the thorns might cause the plant to be placed somewhat lower on

the host plant preference list of large browsing mammals. In view of the

Brocket Deer's reaction to P. jerruginea, it is likely that under natural circum-

stances it would not feed on occupied shoots. As far as cattle are concerned,

it is still only indirect evidence that indicates that they are turned away from

occupied shoots by the ants, but it is difficult to imagine for what other rea-

son they do not browse A. cornigera freely.

As is the case with most plants, there are a few insects that have evolved

to feed on A. cornigera despite its characteristics. These are the few insects

that are not efficiently removed by the ants, such as Pelidnota punctulata,

Coxina hadenoides, Svssphinx tnexicana, Rosema dentijera, Acanthoscelides

oblongogitttatiis, Mimosestes sp. However, A. cornigera shows good growth

in spite of the damage by these insects. These insects may be regarded in the

same light as other insects in the environment which, though they feed on

their host plants, have evolved to a state of balance whereby they do not de-

stroy their host population, yet they harvest enough of it to survive. There

are a few insects such as Mozena tomentosa and Aristotelia corallina that

noimally are found only on naturally unoccupied shoots; they are in large

part responsible for the very slow growth rate of unoccupied young suckers
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and seedlings. No one of the eight species Hsted ahove, nor the cumulative

sum of their feeding, is serious in comparison to the sum effect of those in-

sects that feed on the plant when the ants are removed.

It must be noted that a major part of the usefulness of P. jerriiginea to A.

cornigera depends on the presence of phytophagous insects in the environ-

ment that will feed on A. cornigera when the ants are removed. In the

Temascal area, there are at least 40 species of insects that feed on unoccupied

shoots of A. cornigera. While each individual insect does relatively little

damage in comparison to that done by an individual of an insect such as

Pelidnota punctidata, the cumulative effect of these insects feeding on the

shoots night and day, and in relatively large numbers, is almost entirely re-

sponsible for the lack of growth and pcjor condition of unoccupied shoots in

the experimental plots. As one would expect, the normal primary host plants

of these insects are the numerous species in mimosaceous genera that occur in

the same plant community with A. cornigera, e.g., Calliandra houstoniana,

Leiicanea glauca, Acacia farnesiana, Acacia macracantha, Acacia angiistatis-

sima, Enterolobiitm cyclocarpiiw, Mimosa albida, Inga sp., and others. Each

of these plant species has a number of insect species that feed heavily on it,

and occasionally on other plants. In other words, the insects which feed on

unoccupied A. cornigera have host preference lists, at the top of which is

some other species of plant (often a mimosaceous genus) and at the bottom

of the list is occupied A. cornigera. Removal of the ants moves A. cornigera

very close to the tip of the host preference list.

It is clear from the experimental plots, observation of naturally unoccupied

shoots, and the reaction of workers of P. jerruginea to foreign vegetation, that

the ant prevents vines and lateral branches from growing into the canopy of

occupied A. cornigera. Structurally, an occupied shoot is ideal for the support

of vines. It has a stiff and often emergent central axis with strong lateral

branches extending out into, and over, the general canopy. The numerous

swollen thorns are excellent sites for tendril attachment. However, occupied

shoots are almost invariably free of living vines due to the ant's habit of maul-

ing foreign vegetation. It should be noted that the other emergent woody

plants in the first several years of succession have structural properties which

lower the frequency of vines using them for standards (e.g., Bixa orellana,

Croton glabellas, Bauhinia ungulata). These plants have slightly drooping

leaves with long petioles and very smooth upper surfaces; as they blow in the

wind, it is very difficult for vine runners to become attached to them. They

also have very smooth bark. In addition, these plants do not develop many

lateral branches, and this removes another potential vine support. Associated

with this, many of the vines that use unoccupied shoots of A. cornigera as

standards normally have their primary growth in a lateral direction through

the general canopy rather than piling up on the emergent species of plants.
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When a canopy member, or emergent, shoot of A. cornigera is deprived

of its ant colony in ungrazed vegetation, the vines frequently form a heavy

mat over the shoot, or use it as a standard to rise above the general canopy.

The emergent unoccupied shoots often accumulate very heavy masses of vines

during the rainy season, and as a consequence are bent over and firmly bound

into the general canopy. However, the thing that makes the unoccupied shoot

most severely susceptible to vine damage is that there is also such severe insect

damage to the shoot tips that the shoot cannot grow up through the vine mat.

Virtually all of the mature foliage present at the time the ants are removed be-

comes shaded by the vines. Thus not only does the ant alleviate the potential

danger of the vines by mauling them, but it also is responsible for protecting

the rapidly elongating main shoot tip which is the only protection against

vines that the shoot could have were the ants to be removed.

As a vertical downward extension of the workers' activity in keeping for-

eign vegetation out of the canopy of A. cornigera, the workers often produce

a bare basal circle under the shoot that is free of living foliate parts of other

plants. If the workers gain directly from their chewing of vines in the canopy

(i.e., by getting plant juices), they very likely profit in the same direct manner

when mauling vegetation in the basal circle. However, it is more likely that

the use of the basal circle to P. jerruginea is indirect. When the basal circle is

large, fires passing through the general vegetation during the dry season are

less likely to destroy the ant colony. This is of great significance to A. corni-

gera in that while the shoot is often killed by fire, suckers from the roots are

immediately occupied by the mature ant colony. In addition it is likely that

the bare basal circle lowers the incidence of phytophagous insects reaching

the shoot. The removal of foreign vegetation from the canopy of A. cornigera

may serve the same purpose.

In view of the definite effect that P. jerruginea has on the growth rate of

shoots of A. cornigera, it is reasonable to consider the ant-acacia interaction in

explaining the abundance of A. cornigera in man made disturbance sites in

contrast to other species of acacia. In the area between Temascal and La

Granja, there are at least five native species of acacia: A. cornigera, A. tnac-

racantha, A, chiapensis, A. jarnesiana, and A. angustatissima. All of these

species grow in natural disturbance sites such as river banks and arroyos;

while A. cornigera is often the most common, none of the species have an out-

standing dominance in respect to numbers of individuals. While all five spe-

cies have invaded man's fields and pastures, only A. cornigera has become

widespread and very abundant. In some fields and pastures, it is an economic

weed of considerable importance. Initially, this successful population expan-

sion was due to the efficient dispersal of seeds by birds both to the newly

cleared sites, and between areas under continuous disturbance. The seeds of

the other four species of acacia are distributed by gravity and water. Once a

plant of A. cornigera has become established, it ^jrows rapidly, and is very
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hardy even when the shoot is repeatedly cut or burned. However, in the case

of both of these factors (seed dispersal and shoot hardiness) P. femtginea
must be considered. Unoccupied shoots do not normally survive long enough
to produce seeds which can then be dispersed. Secondly, even if the roots of

an established plant produce new suckers after the shoot has been killed, an
ant colony must be present to occupy the shoot, in order for successful growth
to occur. Thus it is that fields that arc annually burned lack A. cornigera as

maturing shoots. Associated with this is the significant fact that the sooner a

shoot becomes occupied, the sooner it produces its first heavy seed crop. This

becomes very important in an area where the vegetation is cut frequently (on

a 2-5 year cycle). Finally, it is very doubtful that A. cornigera would have

become so common in man-made disturbance sites had P. jerruginea been un-

able to move out of the natural disturbance sites with it, and had P. jerruginea

been unable to survive under the various shoot and colony destruction regimes

that man's activities produce.

Based on the data presented and discussed above, the following conclusion

appears justified. Pseudomyrmex jerruginea is dependent upon a swollen-

thorn acacia for survival, and Acacia cornigera is dependent on an obligate

acacia-ant for normal development; the interaction between the two can there-

fore be properly termed one of obligatory mutualism. Were all the colonies of

P. jerruginea (and P. nigrocincta) in the study area to abruptly disappear,

the density, distribution, and condition of the population of A. cornigera

would be drastically lowered. Individual shoots would survive in relatively

isolated sites, and under unusual circumstances. Presumably, the population

would be able to evolve the characteristic resistance to insects and mammal
damage that is displayed by the species of Acacia that are not associated with

ants.

Thus, as was stated in the introduction, the opinions of earlier authors who
felt that the ant "protects" the acacia have been clearly substantiated by this

study. This does not apply of course to the other ant and plant relationships

that these authors also discussed. The bearing of the demonstrated obligate

mutualism between P. jerruginea and A. cornigera on other ant-plant interac-

tions will be discussed in a later paper. However, it should be noted that in-

terpretation of the facts associated with these other interactions is made much
simpler by the present understanding of the interaction between P. jerruginea

and y4. cornigera.
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